
 
 

 
 

Promotional Products: Great Investment on Future 

Business 

 Kevin Lumberg & TJ Kvilhaug  
  

For many businesses, established or startup, getting new business and orders is always on the 

forefront of the owner’s thoughts. Having a constant stream of orders makes owning a business 

less stressful and more enjoyable. The key is to have a few different promotional products ready 

to distribute that will show off your talents and your business’s product offerings, as well as 

serve as items that are cost effective to either sell for cheap or pass out as free giveaways. 

In general, if you’re going to give something away, throw it in with an order that is already going 

out the door. Customers will see it as a nice thank you gift, but behind the scenes, you are 

advertising again through that same customer that already does business with you, and their word 

of mouth is a powerful tool when talking to others. In this column, we’ll talk about a few 

different options on the promotional products scene, some old, some new, but all equally 

effective. 

POKER CHIPS 

Poker chips have become a huge hit in the promotional product arena. Many of our customers 

are using them as a giveaway product at shows or around town. We have actually received a 
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poker chip as someone’s business card at a trade show and remembered it well as it was 

something different than getting the standard business card. It sticks out in someone’s mind, and 

that’s exactly what you want—something that sets you apart from all of your competitors. 

There are jigs available for pressing the poker chips that make it easy to create them and drop the 

amount of labor involved. Just design within the jig template in your graphics program, lay it out 

on your jig, heat press, and just like that, you have several done at once and are ready to go. 

FISHING LURES 

Lures have been around for quite some time now but they don’t seem to be slowing down in 

terms of popularity any time soon. We sell many lures in both of our sizes—3-1/2 and 4-1/2 

inches—and all three styles. 

I have seen these used in a few different applications: dealerships where people get a lure with 

the dealership name on it, put in gift bags for events, used at resorts when you rent a cabin, etc. 

These are popular items that have great potential to turn into a regular order for you. Everyone 

knows someone that loves fishing, so getting a product like fishing lures into the right person’s 

hands could be beneficial. 

DRINK COASTERS 

Coasters come in a variety of sizes, styles and even materials. These are an excellent option as 

they pair advertising and functionality well. If you were to make a few of these up in the varying 

styles and pass them out to your local pub or restaurant, they would surely love to see more. You 

could also get a local establishment’s logo/information and make a nice mock-up for them. A lot 

of businesses get excited to see their logo on products. If you do a set of shirts for the employees, 

maybe throw one into the box and see where it goes. They are something that can be done cost 

effectively and deliver the perfect message for you and what you can offer them. 

MICROFIBER CLEANING CLOTHS 

Microfiber cleaning cloths are an excellent option for any kind of giveaway. People use these for 

many things these days—eyeglasses, tablets, phones, laptop screens, etc. They are easy to carry 

around and even easier to sublimate. You can put a nice nature scene or something accompanied 

by your business name on them. 

Some great ways to get them into the right hands include dropping them at places like eye 

doctor’s offices, local eyeglass retailers and local outdoor retailers. The possibilities are endless 

with this—really anyone that would have a need to wipe clean a lens of some sort needs these 

cleaning cloths. 

BEVERAGE INSULATOR 

You see these everywhere nowadays. It seems like everyone has a beverage insulator. You can’t 

go anywhere in the summer without seeing one, especially at events like concerts and barbeques. 



You can produce the same quality images with sublimation. There are a couple of different styles 

to choose from. These seem to sell a lot once people have them in hand. 

KEY TAGS 

Key tags are becoming more and more popular among the promotional gift markets. Adding a 

key tag to someone’s order doesn’t take long and it is inexpensive. People use their keys every 

day, which creates constant exposure to your business. Taking pictures of people, putting them 

on a key chain, and then sending it as a gift is an excellent way of drumming up some additional 

business. People will show their family and friends the great key chain they received from you 

and it will eventually open a conversation about what else you have and can do. Key chains 

come in a variety of sizes and styles that work well for everyone. 

CONCLUSION 

Promotional products can be a cost effective way to get your name out in your town or market. 

There are several different product options out there that can easily be sublimated on and passed 

out or even thrown into an order as a freebie as it goes out the door. Even if a customer isn’t 

interested in that exact product, they will still see that you are able to create several different 

ones. Who knows, it may start a conversation that could turn into a lot of business down the 

road. Promotional products are a great investment for future business. 

 

 


