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There are few products out there that, no matter how the economy goes, will always be great sellers for you. 
One of the best that comes to mind right away is name badges. They are not going to give you the most profit, 
but there is always turnover in the job market with new employees, meaning you will always have that 
customer coming back for more. Badges are not only a way to identify the employee; they are slowly 
becoming another creative avenue that businesses are starting to explore. 
 
For many years, name badges were done on engraving plastic with a rotary or laser engraver and just a simple, 
basic design. Odds are that you may have one on right now. What if you could make a badge with a full-color 
logo or background? What if we could make them easier and faster? With sublimation, all these things are a 
reality. In this month’s article, we will go over the different name badge options we have to offer, as well as 
possible badge accessories and even getting custom badges cut. 
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Fiberglass-Reinforced Plastic (FRP) 
FRP badges are some of the most popular badges on the market. Since 
plastic badges have been the standard for so long, they work great as 
a crossover for customers. Your possible customer is already 
comfortable with the traditional style, so migrating to another plastic 
badge is an easy sell. You are able to make very clear, bright, 
professional name badges at a cost that customers are happy with. 
They come in many different sizes as well as working very well with 
custom shapes which we’ll discuss later on. 
 
One of the best attributes of the plastic is that it is very easy to 
sublimate. It is nice and rigid, making it easy to work with, and more 
importantly, it is a very forgiving material, meaning a minor mistake 
may go completely unnoticed. 
 

Metal 
Metal badges are probably the second most popular badges sold. Many customers use these, as they feel they 
offer a more professional look. These, along with the FRP badges, are available in a few different sizes, 
depending on what you are looking for. They are offered in both white and silver finishes. They are available in 
pre-cut sizes, and they can also be easily cut out of sublimatable sheets of metal with a plain old metal shear. 
 
The directions will vary depending on the brand you go with, so be sure to contact your vendor and ask their 
recommendations. They are there to support you. 
 
Subliflex 
For a year or so, we have been carrying a thinner material that works great for name badges. It is a two-sided 
.030 thick material; one side is gloss, and the opposite side is matte. Its best uses are for temporary, full-color 
badges, as it has more of an economy price point, allowing you to get the full-color look at a lot less of a price. 
This material is also used a lot as a school-type name badge that teachers wear around their necks connected 
to a lanyard. They are very lightweight and can be easily cut with scissors or a shear, making them that much 
more appealing. 
 
Badge Accessories 
There are several different options for badge accessories that you can offer. The best advice we can give is to 
have a couple of different kinds on hand. The most popular ones are magnets and pin backs. Most customers 
are cut and dried as far as which option they prefer. You engravers out there know exactly what we are talking 
about. The magnets work really well for adhesion, but they provide more weight on the badge which can 
sometimes weigh down the clothing, depending on what they are wearing. 
 
The pin backs are also an awesome option because of their weight and profile, but the downfall here is that 
you would be putting a small pinhole in the clothing; to some customers, it will not matter; others, however, 
are not so thrilled. The other option is a badge frame. This is just a plastic or metal badge frame with double-
sided tape in the middle where you adhere the badge after pressing. It comes with a pin back, and once 
complete, gives the badge a very nice, clean, professional look. 

 

Subliflex is a thin, .030 material with a 
matte and gloss side that works great 

for lanyard badges. 



Custom Badges 
A great way to set yourself apart is by offering custom-cut name 
badges. Businesses are looking for different ways to market 
themselves, to give themselves that edge that people will remember. 
The easiest, most creative way to accomplish this is to have your own 
one-of-a-kind name badges. The FRP badges are the easiest to cut. 
These can easily be cut with a rotary engraver. A couple of great 
examples of this are a preschool where the badges are made on a 
piece of material shaped like a crayon or a school bus, or a movie 
theater where the name badge is a movie reel. 
 
These types of things are very creative, and you would remember 
those badges when you left there. These types of “wow” factors are 
what your customers will be looking for. The more of these types you 

create, the more ongoing business you can expect. 
 
Standard name badge will always be around and be a strong competitor. Sublimation badges can be a great 
alternative. Once customers see the quality and the “pop” they could have with sublimated name badges, 
they may want to give them a try. If you are not using them currently, you may be missing out on a great 
market share. Get out there and get your piece. 

 

 

Standard or custom-cut FRP badges 
offer a great full-color badge that 

customers love. 


