
Knoxvllle Presb3rterlai Communion service.

P r o c l a i m i n g t h e L o i r d ' s D e a t h

Scripture: I Cor. 11:23-26

Text: "For'as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes," (I Cor. 11:26)

camas." How often these words have come alive in our Q3fflSriaifi.e* especially when holding the
communion sejrvice in small pioneer churches in Korea for the very first timei Picture the
scene. The l i t t le church is remodel led f rom an o ld house. Par t i t ions have been removed, the
little porch enclosed, sliding windows inserted into the walls. The usual dim lamp light for
an evening service has been temporarily^eoUpood-by the brilliant light from the pressure lan
tern brought by the missionary and can easily be seen by most of the villagers now fully aware
o f t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e A m e r i c a n m i s s i o n a r y g u e s t .

The Christiana gather, leaving their shoes inside the door on the shelves of what looks like a
bookcase. They find their places, sitting in rows on the floor, men on one side and women on
the other. Their eyes are drawn to the little table below the crude pulpit where a white cloth
covers a communion set...still something mysterious to these new Christians. To one side is
set a stainless steel rice bowl filled with water for the baptismal service. Ifliile waiting
for the formal service to start they sing their beloved hymns: "Come thou fount of evearv bles-
ai4v^/. II inin-ia-i- nam i.rsah awair mir sins. nnthinef hut the blood of-Jesus_!iJ* "Jesus. kesp me near the
e r o s s . "

The 1 final leader onens the service with a hymn and prayer and then the missionary p:'eaches,
perhaps on the story of the visit of Jesus to the home of Zaccheus the publican...emphasizing
the Master's words: "TV|fi Snu nf Man is eome t,ft Sfiek arid to save that whidi was lost: They hear
of the love of a Heavenly Father, His deep concern for His world. His yearning for wayward and
lost children. His sending of His only Son to live in the world and to give Himself in death
on a cross to redeem His children,. _His offer>rof__ful3^j2ardgi and complete restoration to the
status of sonship in His house Cbo all"who renent and belief The missionary concludes by
pointing to the communion table and the symbols by which we remember these things.
a n t . h a i n t h e d a r k n e s s o u t s i d e t h e l i t t l e c h u r c h s t e a l t h y f o o t s t e p s h a v e b r o u ^ t a g r o w
ing crowd around the open windows. The bright light draws them like moths to a candle, and the
firm voice of a foreigner speaking their language with an American accent and occasional mis
takes attracts their attention until every windo>/ and doorway is alive with faces. Conscious
of this golden opportunity the missionary understands why our Lord, the Master teacher and ex
pert in audiovisuals, instituted this sacrament, and he determines to make this truly an occasion to "prnola-iTn t.hft Tflrd's death" for the eternal salvation of those now outside the diurch.
Tv.a rn^aitrmay^ ■rftadfl t.hp uflmfta of perhaps a dozen who are to receive baptism. Two-thirds are
young people. The "outsiders" exclaim: "There is old Kim's eldest son, and Pak's beautifulsecond daughter." They recognize one poor farmer and several grandmothers. One young mother
holds a nursing infant to her breast to keep it quiet. The missionary lines them \xp below the
pulpit, takes the bowl of water, quietly baptized each in turn, and then offers a prayer for
them. The outsiders do not understand the theology, but they know that this rite sii^fies a
new status in the church and they are impressed by the atmosphere ̂  of joy. and pg.a.ce__and hope
evident among these Christians as they sing and priS-Snd fellowship together.

the missionary stands behind the communion table and removes the cloth. Bie faces on ̂ e
outside strain closer to see for the first time this strange thing they have heard that Christians do, recognizing clearly that this is the climax of the sei^oe. Excited ^ispers are
exchanged as they view the strange sight. They listen as the mssionary gives thein veiy simple language. God's Son died a cruel death where His body was broken fwas shed This was for our sin. All men are called upon to confess and receive this Saviour
in faith! The bread which the missionary breaks and gives to those newlysitting in the front row represents the body of that Son of God; the red grape ̂ hey ̂ k̂represents His blood. Questions and answers, sometimes gasps of awe or nervous laughter, ripp
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through the crowd. So different from how the old men gather at the sacred grove just beyond
the village in the dead of a dark ni^t to perform the dread ritual where a pig is slaughtered
and sacr ificed to anc ient sp i r i tsJ The miss icnary remembers the words o f the Apost le : "As o f te i
a s v o u e a t t h i s b r e a d a n d r i y - S n l f t h i s m m . v n n n r n f t l a l m t h e L o r d ' s d e a t h u n t i l H e c o m e s . " T h o s e
u n k n o w n f a c e s o n t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e d i u r c h w i n d o w s i n t h e d a r k a r e t h o s e o f w h o m t h e m i s s i o n a r y
is most conscious, because his purpose is to bring them to the inside. In his heart he gives
thanks for the wisdom and the foresight of the Master who gave this sacrament.. .a visible means
by which to proclaim the Lord's death.

Perhaps vou never thought of the Lord's Sunner as a missionary event, yet that is the teadhing
of Paul the missionaiy as he described the sacrament. You proclaim the Lord's death. Just as
surely as you send missionaries, or make your gifts (such as your birthday offering helping to
establish a half dozen dhurchs in Korea last year), so as you partake of the sacrament today
you are a part of the on-going witness..the missicsiary movement...pledging to proclaim the
Lord's death until He comes through the breaking of bread and the drinking of wine. Because
w^^•■hf>pt thfi riaath nf P.hr-ist. for a Sinful world, and without Christians convinced that this is
the heart of the Gospel of salvation for all the world...there would be no missions!

How jg it that so many Christians can observe what they regain as the beautiful ritual of the
communion service and still be di§ijjtgj;^y|jg^ missions, so jujaaafigjaigijibout a lost world, so
jjjyj^to the whole purpose of our Lord's death, so.^|iyalii,£is to fail to see that what is goodnews for themselves should also be good news for millions who have yet to leam of God's great
love and grace in p:'oviding a Saviour. If the communion service has become only a sentimental
tradition, sonething to be judged only by the beauty of the flowers, the splendor of the commun-
ion sejrvlce set. the superb accompanying music, or the flawless performance of the presiding
minister...then the whole purpose has been lost...it is just a and not « i^Tinnlnmnti
of the death of Christ...a proclamation of someti ing we believe with our whole hearts, something
we must share with all who do not know the Saviour, a prnrlflmfltiirm tihfi mfll wnrlfl nilti tillpre

'nnnfiB to hear.. . thflt rpnl wnrl i i of finrkri f t fflP,! nf, PiOTSti i i tnnni nf fpnr, nf i ffl in nf nf

Some of our happiest experiences have been in churches where all the members have leprosy, now
cal led Hansen's disease. More than any other class, they have welcomed the Gospel. . .perhaps
because that disease usually leaves them in such a dreadfully hopeless condition. Bodies are
disfigured, maimed, often blind. Unable to work, outcasts of society, shunned by fa ily aivi
friends, forced to beg, left to die in the streets...theirs was often a pitiful lot until Christian missionaĵ  first gave them care and attention and the good news of a loving God who pro
vides a Saviour...giving them hope for the first time. The vast majority of these unfortxinate
people in Korea are now Christians,and the disease itself is rapidly being wiped out entirely.
I once heard of one of these people at the Wilson Leprosy Colony who publicly thanked God for
giving him this dread disease because othenniise he might never have been cared for in a mission
hospital and heard of the saving power of Jesus Christ.

Tn niir work we have been associated with a half dozen churches made up entirely of these people.
I once examined for baptism a man with an advanced case. Parts of his hapds and feet were mis
sing, his hair was gone, his face an expressionless pulpy maaa» he was blind. But he gave a
good profession of faith in His Saviour. Finally I asked, "What will happen to you when you
die?" "Hh. T win lynitn heaven 1" "And what kind of a body will you have?" An expression of joy
and brightness flashed across that grotesqiw face as he replied, "Mffli' a body lilK^what a miserable one it was') but one like Jesus Christ!" More than once I have served com^-
ion to men Uke this where the bread had to be placed in the palm of his hand because he had
no fingers with which to pick it up, and where the cup had to be held to his lips for the same
r e a s a i !

nnpsn«t. this illustrate,what, our SwiQhr has dopo for n flrpflflfnllY filrlf
aanflfiated by the disease of sin from the presence of the Heavenly Father? As Paul put it in
^ 7 2 : •■ - - - ■ h . . a l i v e i n C h r i s t ^S this good of Onrwfao is our ml[r bOÎ ,mav be saved, the nr.o with the right to say, "T fllTl tibn WAY flTlfl tihf liPffl.flTTtT Tillfl BP.It is this Jesss »ho.. desth ws p:ocXai. when w, tshs
this bread and wine.
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A s y o u h a v e b e e n t a u g h t , t h i s s a c r a m e n t i s a r e m e m b r a n c e , i t i s a t i m e o f c o n f e s s i o n a n d r e
pentance, i t is a t ime of renewal of union with the Saviotur, a t ime of fel lowship with His
redeemed around the world. But today let us remember that i t is also a proclamatiOTi of His
death...something to which we are conmitted in obedience to His command to be His witnesses
unt i l He comes again in t r iumph. THr flrgt , gregt modern tn iRsinnnrv^ a v i l lage cobbler in Eng
land named ^m||^||^l^|^|j^stirred all England toi send out the first wave of modern missiora ries
w i t h a t r a c ^
^■P I t ° h . . + . h a o r , r l g r . P - l - . h o e a p t h

and it is the duty of all Christians to engage in that proclamation whether the time allotted
by our Lord for the task be long or short." "Attempt great th^gs for God. _

was his slogan that awakened his countrymen to the plight of millxons dying wxthou
a S a v i o i o r .

Hr»M rtiir nhnprth riRfids to hear these words today and turn aaround ateituaticn where the number
'^^^fOTiH.es (iwinffiS 'ea^^ear and diurch executives wring their hands in despair over de-
cUning budgets! Tf wr rftallv HrHrvr th^t- +.his shpd hlopd anrt sacrificed body are si^ficient
for the eternal salvation of couhtless millions of those whom God wants to count as His childrenj
then participation in this sacrament will be a proclamation taking concrete form for the eVer'??'^ 1
lasting increase of the Kingdcmi of God. When we pray that petition in the Lord's Prayer, "yhv

are pledging allegiance to the Lord of that Kingdom that in obedience to Him
we will proclaim His death until ^e comes and Hip lost and wayward children are gathered into
t h e f o l d .

T h o s e w h o r e s e a r c h s u c h m a t t e r s t e l l u s t h a t t h e r e r e m a i n p e o p l a s a n d c u l t u r e s
with no churches or missions within them sharing the gospe^o^oup Lord Jesus Ghrist. Of the

people in our world, today can be counted as Christians, ^j^yU^^IP^do not
taiov^he love of God in Christ Jesus...and most of them are outside the range of any witness to
the Lord Jesus Chris t whatsoever! WftV"'^ ho-Pn-rva in history have the non-Christian people of the
world been so open to the claims of Jesus Christ (IV pamphlet). "It is estins ted that in B^ck

on.mn nRT-snps are embracing Christianity RirAT«^av. --Tn six new churches come into
e x i s t e n c e e v e r y d a y . . . i n s p r i n g i n g i x p e v e r y y e a r . " ( I b i d ) I n
Korsa one Church composed largely of refugees from communist North Korea riiimWoi-c .^tc^onn TnonKaT.a^
the largest Presbyterian Chir ch in the world. It is recently reported that large numbers of
Cambodian refugess are accepting Christ. J Herbert Kane has written:

f !



5 4 - # e - i ^ P R O C L A I M I N G " T H E W A Y " D i s k e t t e # 1

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n c J o h n 3 : 1 6 - 1 8 , a n d 1 ^ : 6

Text; "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but
t h r o u g h m e . " J o h n

A f t e r t h e m o r n i n g s e r v i c e a t a s u b u r b a n c h u r c h m y w i f e w a s w a i t i n g f o r m e o u t s i d e t h e

door, her identity unknown to thelprDsperouc and fQQhionablD| people about her. i had
g i i < e n - a — m i b b l U h i i i y m e s b d y e a n d s h e o v e r h e a r d t h i s f l a t t e r i n g c o m m e n t a b o u t a s k : " I
c a n ' t s e e w h y w e n e e d t o s e n d m i s s i o n a r i e s t o t h o s e p e o p l e ' o v e r t h e r e ' . . . T h e y h a v e

t h e i r o w n r e l i g i o n s w h i c h a r e j u s t a s g o o d ; t h e y a r e b e t t e r o f f t h a t w a y ; w h y d i s t u r b

t h e m ? " T h a t p e r s o n m i g h t h a v e a d d e d , " W h y d i s t u r b m e ? "

S a d l y t h i s ' ' i n n t a t t i t u d e . * s » ^ t a s s u m e s t h a t a l l r e l i g i o n s a r e s e p a r a t e
but "̂ qual paths to the same heaven where an all-loving God welcomes everyone.

^Speaking of "pagans," or of "the heathen in their blindness," or of "lost sinners" is
taboo, and the door is left open to other possible saviors than Jesus.\ This ppsition
breeds complacency and non-concern about everyone out̂ l̂e our own snug and̂ easy little
world. Make no mistake! Jesus actualv die "1 am THE WAV...no one comes to
the Father but by me." nto-u. rli^jYnnt am one aspect of truth, "one source of
life," "one of the lights of the worl̂ "-but "1 am llie liuMt Of Hie wuiliJ." "the
deorT"̂  "the brfead̂  and —LLfeWj Was He a liar̂ ^Was—He deluded? Was the
A p o s t l e P e t e r w r o n g i n c l a i m i n g : " T h e r e i s s a l v a t i o n i n n o o n e e l s e , f o r t h e r e i s n o
o t h e r n a m e u n d e r h e a v e n t h a t h a s b e e n g i v e n a m o n g m e n , b y w h i c h w e m u s t b e s a v e d ? "

Surprisingly as a missionary dealing with hundreds of new Christians this question was
seldom raised. One would expect them to quest ion God's fairness in apparent ly denying
salvation to relatives^ijf^ friends, »d ancestors who die without faith in Jesus.
Instead, they are overwhelmed with grat i tude and joy because by God's love and grace
t h e y h a v e b e e n s n a t c h e d o f f t h e p a t h t o d e s t r u c t i o n a n d s e t o n t h e w a y t o e t e r n a l
life. Christians elsewhere may hesitate to accept the uniqueness of Christ as'the

way, bu t t hese new be l i eve rs exp ress t he i r bound less g ra t i t ude by i nv i t i ng a l l
others to join them in the way of salvation in His name. (Perhaps those who have never
known life apart from our Christianized society, or h^e never been compelled to
s u f f e r f o r t h e i r f a i t h , s l i p m o s t e a s i l y i n t o r e - f a s h i o n i n g G o d i n t o t h e i m a g e o f
t h e i r b e s t n e i g h b o r s ; f a i r , t o l e r a n t , i n d u l g e n t , k i n d l y , o v e r l o o k i n g e v e r y t h i n g i n
the name of love and justice and peace.j

A H i n d u p h i l o s o p h e r w a s a s k e d : " I s n ' t i t a r r o g a n t t o s a y t h a t ' J e s u s i s t h e l i g h t o f

t h e w o r l d ' t o t h e p e o p l e o f I n d i a w i t h t h e i r l o n g r e l i g i o u s h i s t o r y a n d c u l t u r e ? " H e

rep l ied , "Yes, bu t the Chr is t ian has no cho ice . That i s what your Scr ip tures say : you



c a n n o t s a y l e s s o Yo u a r e s a v e d f r o m a r r o g a n c e w h e n y o u s a y i t i n t h e s p i r i t o f J e s u s

C h r i s t . " * T h a t s p i r i t w a s s h o w n i n o u r M a s t e r ' s c o n c e r n f o r t h e l o s t s h e e p , t h e

p r o d i g a l s o n , a n d t h e r e p e n t a n t t h i e f o n t h e c r o s s . T h e B i b l e r e v e a l s a S o v e r e i g n G o d
w h o d e c l a r e s t h a t H e a l o n e i s G o d , t h e C r e a t o r , t h e A l m i g h t y ; H e w i l l n o t t o l e r a t e a n y

other gods;U4j aluiiu makoci—the ruj=op and hau the \ iulrl bo oroclaima "this io my
- w a l k i n H e s a w a w o r l d o f p e o p l e d e a d i n t h e i r t r e s p a s s e s a n d s i n a n d

d e m o n s t r a t e d " h i s l o v e f o r u s i n t h a t w h i l e w e w e r e v e t s i n n e r s , C h r i s t d i e d f o r u s a "

O n e S u n d a y n i g h t d u r i n g t h e K o r e a n W a r I w a s t i r e d a f t e r t r a v e l l i n g a m o n g r u r a l

c h u r c h e s , e x a m i n i n g c o n v e r t s f o r c h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p , p r e a c h i n g , h o l d i n g t h e s a c r a m e n t s ,
a n d l a b o r i n g t o g e t t h e s e n e w c h u r c h e s s t a r t e d , I a s k e d m y a s s i s t a n t , a K o r e a n

d e a c o n , t o p r e a c h f o r m e , I t e i n g J o h n — s a i d , " A s w e d r o v e h e r e i n t h e

m i s s i o n a r y ' s j e e p , w e p a s s e d m a n y p o l i c e c h e c k - p o i n t s . B e c a u s e o f t h e d a n g e r o f ^
c o m m u n i s t g u e r r i l l a s a n d a g e n t s t h e p o l i c e u s u a l l y s t o p a l l v e h i c l e s t o e x a m i n e ,

i d e n t i fi c a t i o n c a r d s . To d a y , b e c a u s e I w a s w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n

m i s s i o n a r y, n o o n e s t o p p e d m e o r a s k e d f o r m y c a r d . . . w e w e r e S T r n j r i r y w a v e d o n . T h e

m i s s i o n a r y w a s m y p a s s . S o I h a v e f o u n d w i t h J e s u s . A s a s i n n e r I j u s t l y d e s e r v e
e t e r n a l p u n i s h m e n t , b u t G o d a c c e p t s m e b e c a u s e I a m w i t h J e s u s . I t i s a s H e

s a i d , ' I a m t h e w a y , a n d t h e t r u t h a n d t h e l i f e ; n o o n e c o m e s t o t h e F a t h e r , b u t b v
m e . ' " F o r h i m J e s u s t h e w a y , t h e f o r t h e r e i s n o o t h e r w a y . F o r h i m t h e

c o n c e p t t h a t " a n y w a y w i l l d o " c a n n o t s u p p l a n t " T H E WAY " t a u g h t b y h i s S a v i o r .

T h e m i s s i o n o f t h e c h u r c h i s o f t e n i n t e r p r e t e d m e r e l y i n t e r m s o f m a i n t a i n i n g g o o d

r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h C h r i s t i a n s o f o t h e r l a n d s , a n d o f u s i n g o u r r e s o u r c e s i n m a t o r i o l ,

p o r - G O f m e l , a n d — k i i u w h o w t o m e e t p h y s i c a l a n d s o c i a l n e e d s w h i l e n e g l e c t i n g s e r i o u s
s a p o i d o r a i r l o n " O f t h e d e s p e r a t e p l i g h t o f m i l l i o n s s t i l l l i v i n g i n s p i r i t n a l — d a r k n e s s

a n # ' n e e d o f e t e r n a l s a l v a t i o n f r o m s i n - A m i s s i o n a r y w r i t e r s p e a k i n g o f t h e

r e v o l u t i o n a r y n a t u r e o f t h e G o s p e l d e s c r i b e s t h e " F U L L C I R C L E O F M I S S I O N . "

Fijr^ comes PROCLAMATION^ announcing the good news of Jesus Christ. Secon^comes
C O M M U N I T Y , f o r m i n g t h e f e l l o w s h i p o f b e l i e v e r s . C O M P A S S I O N , a s t h e c h u r c h

fi n d s i t s e l f a m i d h u m a n n e e d s a n d i s m o v e d b y t h e S p i r i t o f C h r i s t t o h e l p . F o u r t h

c o m e s J U S T I C E ' a s C h r i s t i a n s r e a lizeTt̂ -a t n o o u t p o u r i n g o f c o m p a s s i o n t o m e e t m a t e r i a l

\ a n d p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n s , o r a c t i v i t y t o r e v o l u t i o n i z e t h e e v i l s o f s o c i e t y c a n e v e r
/ p e r f e c t l y a c c o m p l i s h t h e t a s k , a s i m p e r a t i v e a s i t m a y b e t h a t w e s h o u l d 3 t r y - S u c c e _ s ^

comes on l y as we re tu rn t o t he START o f t he c i r c l e w i t h PROCLAMATION o f t he Gospe l -

" F o r w i t h a l l o u r a t t e m p t s t o b r i n g a b o u t a n e w o r d e r o f j u s t i c e , w e s o o n
r e a l i z e t h a t t h e s o l u t i o n s w e p r o p o s e a r e i m p e r f e c t , i n c o m p l e t e , a n d o f t e n
t e m p o r a r y. I f w e r e a l l y s e e k t h e r o o t c a u s e o f t h e h u m a n p r e d i c a m e n t , w e
w i l l h a v e t o l o o k e l s e w h e r e t h a n i n t h e s o c i a l s y s t e m . R e f o r m i n g s o c i e t y
a l o n e i s n o t e n o u g h , f o r t h e r o o t p r o b l e m i s i n t h e h u m a n h e a r t - " *

F o r 2 0 0 0 y e a r s p o i n t i n g t o J e s u s C h r i s t a s " T H E W AY " h a s b e e n t h e s o l u t i o n t o t h a t



p r o b l e m i n m i l l i o n s o f h e a r t s , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h e p a s t c e n t u r y o f P r o t e s t a n t
m i s s i o n s - Y e t s o m e c r i t i c s c l a i m t h a t t h e m i s s i o n a r y e f f o r t h a s f a i l e d - - - d o n ' t y o u

b e l i e v e i t I N o t h i n g c o u l d b e f u r t h e r f r o m t h e t r u t h * .

S t r o n g c h u r c h e s a b r o a d e x i s t t o d a y a s a r e s u l t o f t h e o u t s t a n d i n g a b i l i t y ,

s t a t e s m a n s h i p , z e a l , a n d d e d i c a t i o n t o C h r i s t o f y o u r m i s s i o n a r i e s - G r a v e s t o n e s i n
c e m e t e r i e s i n d i s t a n t l a n d s a r e s i l e n t t r i b u t e t o t h o s e w h o s a c r i fi c e d t h e i r o w n l i v e s

a n d t h o s e o f s c o r e s o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n a m i d c o m p l e x c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s , p r i m i t i v e

l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , a n d b a f fl i n g l a n g u a g e s - L i n e u p o n l i n e , a n d p r e c e p t u p o n p r e c e p t ,

t h e y p r o c l a i m e d J e s u s a s " t h e w a y , t h e t r u t h a n d t h e l i f e ; " b r o u g h t c o n v e r t s i n t o t h e

b o d y o f C h r i s t , H i s C h u r c h ; a n d b y e x a m p l e a n d t r a i n i n g t a u g h t t h e m h o w t o b e l i g h t s
i n a d a r k w o r l d . T h e y i n s t i l l e d t h e i r s o u l - w i n n i n g a n d c h u r c h - p l a n t i n g f e r v o r s o t h a t

e v e r y w e e k a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 , 0 0 0 n e w c h u r c h e s a r e n o w s t a r t e d i n A f r i c a a n d A s i a a l o n e ,
a n d e a c h d a y w e l c o m e s a n e t i n c r e a s e o f a t l e a s t 7 8 , 0 0 0 C h r i s t i a n s o n t h i s p l a n e t

T h e y b a t t l e d d i s e a s e , h u n g e r , p o v e r t y , i l l i t e r a c y , a n d i n j u s t i c e - . - n o t w i t h b a n n e r s
a n d s l o g a n s o r s t r e e t d e m o n s t r a t i o n s b u t i n q u i e t u n o b t r u s i v e w a y s , s o t h a t t h e y ,

r a t h e r t h a n t h e c o m m u n i s t s , h a v e b e e n t h e t r u e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s - . - t u r n i n g t h e w o r l d

upside down for Christ- An4 'lEhey have motivated new Christians to work for changes
f o r t h e b e t t e r . I n 1 9 8 6 t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f K o r e a g a v e t o o n e w o m a n f r o m e a c h o f h e r 9

p r o v i n c e s a s p e c i a l c i t a t i o n f o r o u t s t a n d i n g l e a d e r s h i p i n c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t t o

i m p r o v e h o u s i n g , h e a l t h , a n d c l e a n l i n e s s o f m i l l i o n s o f r u r a l v i l l a g e r s - A C h r i s t i a n

l a d y f r o m a v i l l a g e n e a r u s w a s s o h o n o r e d - W h e n t h e 9 l a d i e s m e t i n S e o u l t o r e c e i v e
t h e i r c i t a t i o n s , t h e y w e r e a s t o n i s h e d t o d i s c o v e r t h a t a l l 9 w e r e C h r i s t i a n s * S u r e l y

t h e p r e a c h i n g o f J e s u s C h r i s t a s " T H E W A V " n o t o n l y p o i n t s t h e p a t h t o e t e r n a l l i f e

b u t a l s o m a k e s t h i s w o r l d a f a r b e t t e r p l a c e t o l i v e *

Over a century ago, a missionaryj^in Manchuria met some Koreans with whom he translated
t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t . O n e a s s i s t a n t b e c a m e a n a r d e n t c o n v e r t a n d w a l k e d 3 7 0 m i l e s s o u t h

t o S e o u l w i t h t e n c o p i e s . B y s h a r i n g h i s f a i t h a n d t h e w r i t t e n W o r d , h e w o n c o n v e r t s

ready for baptism when the first Protestant missionaries arrived. During the^yL'oi u of
t h e c o l l a p s e o f t h e K o r e a n m o n a r c h y, 4 0 y e a r s o f J a p a n e s e o p p r e s s i o n , d i v i s i o n o f t h e

c o u n t r y , d e v a s t a t i n g w a r w i t h c o m m u n i s t N o r t h K o r e a , a n d c o n s t a n t p o l i t i c a l
t u r m o i l . . . m i s s i o n a r i e s p r o c l a i m i n g " T H E W AY " h a v e b e e n a v i t a l p a r t o f t h e p h e n o m e n a l

S ' / i p n r y P i i r g r o w t h t h e K o r e a n c h u r c h . F o r 3 8 y e a r s w e w e r e p r i v i l e g e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e

i n t h i s . A f t e r t h r e e y e a r s ' r e t i r e m e n t w e r e t u r n e d l a u t f a l l f o r a t h r e e w e e k v i s i t

t o s e e o l d f r i e n d s , w i t n e s s t h e a s t o n i s h i n g g r o w t h o f C h r i s t i a n i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d d r o p

i n f o r a t l e a s t a p o p c a l l a t o v e r a h u n d r e d c h u r c h e s . E v e r y w h e r e w e f o u n d g r o w i n g

c o n g r e g a t i o n s , n e w b u i l d i n g s , a n d t a l k o f o t h e r p l a c e s t o e v a n g e l i z e . W e c a n r e p o r t
t h a t t h e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h o f K o r e a i s g o o d , v e r y , v e r y g o o d . . . a n d t h o s e w h o

fi n d " T H E W AY " a r e m u l t i p l y i n g d a i l y ! Yo u r i n v e s t m e n t s t h e r e h a v e p a i d o f f !



Manŷ  reasons ran hr fjivpn for this growtĥ  Your missionaries firmly proclaimed Christ
a s T H E W AY, a n d t a u g h t t h e c e n t r a l i t y a n d a u t h o r i t y o f t h e B i b l e . T h e y i n s i s t e d o n a n

i n d e p e n d e n t , s e l f - g o v e r n i n g c h u r c h , f u l l y i n c o n t r o l o f h e r o w n a f f a i r s . T h e y
ident ified wi t j i the people in thei r s t ruggles for f reedom from ignorance, poverty,
disease,\S/^liticaT^oppression, and The Holy Spirit created a resilient
and energetic type of Christian,^ enabTrng them to survive and thrive under
p e r s e c u t i o n , g i v i n g t h e m a s t r o n g l o y a l t y t o C h r i s t f o r w h o m t h e y f e l t c o m p e l l e d t o
w i t n e s s . To d a y n e w c o n v e r t s a r e w o n p r i m a r i l y - t h r o u g h f r i e n d s h i p e v a n g e l i s m , a s e a c h

Christian witnes5e4̂ |̂|t̂ f̂amily and friends. Virtually all Christians are organized
into small neighborhood prayer groups'̂ l̂̂ mT^ Friday evenings- To these informal
g a t h e r i n g s n o n - C h r i s t i a n n e i g h b o r s w i l l o f t e n a c c e p t i n v i t a t i o n s a n d fi n d C h r i s t
t h r o u g h f r i e n d l y h o s p i t a l i t y a n d e x p o s u r e t o t h e j o y o f p e o p l e w h o s i n g a n d p r a y a n d
s h a r e t h e b l e s s i n g s o f G o d ' s W o r d . A t S u n d a y m o r n i n g w o r s h i p n e w m e m b e r s a n d t h e

p e r s o n s w h o b r o u g h t t h e m a r e i n t r o d u c e d a n d w e l c o m e d w i t h c o n g r e g a t i o n a l h a n d -

c l a p p i n g a n d a p r a y e r b y t h e p a s t o r . N o t m a n y t e e n - a g e r s a r e a t S u n d a y l l s O O A M

w o r s h i p - . - t h e y h a v e h a d t h e i r o w n e a r l i e r s e r v i c e , l a r g e l y r u n b y t h e m s e l v e s a n d o f t e n

r i v a l i n g t h e a d u l t s e r v i c e i n a t t e n d a n c e . A t o n e l a r g e c h u r c h w e v i s i t e d l a s t f a l l ,
t h e b u l l e t i n a n n o u n c e d t h e j u n i o r a n d s e n i o r h i g h m e e t i n g f o r s e v e n A M S u n d a y !

6 0 0 , 0 0 0 y o u n g m e n i n t h e a r m e d f o r c e s a r e p a s t o r e d b y s p l e n d i d C h r i s t i a n c h a p l a i n s a n d
t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f C h r i s t i a n s o f t e n e x c e e d s t h a t o f t h e c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n .

W e - u i i I v e d j j n 1 9 ^ 8 l a n d s t i l l s u f f e r i n g f r o m 4 0 y e a r s o f J a p a n e s e e x p l o i t a t i o n

a n d d e v a s t a t i o n a n d w e r e a s s i g n e d t e C h o n j u i n s o u t h w e s t e r n K o r e a t o h e l p s t a r t a n d

d e v e l o p n e w c h u r c h e s i n r u r a l a r e a s , a n d t h a t w a s m y w o r k u n t i l r e t i r e m e n t . I n t h e

e a r l y y e a r s m y w i f e w a s a t h o m e r a i s i n g o u r 4 c h i l d r e n a n d t e a c h i n g t h e m t h r o u g h t h e
6 t h g r a d e , w h i l e w o r k i n g w i t h t h e W o m e n o f t h e C h u r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n , h o s p i t a l a n d

o r p h a n a g e v i s i t i n g , a n d p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e l i f e o f a l o c a l c h u r c h . M e a n w h i l e I
t r a v e l l e d e x t e n s i v e l y i n r u r a l a r e a s . R o a d s w e r e t e r r i b l e , a n d j e e p t r a v e l l e s s t h a n

l u x u r i o u s . L i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s w e r e p r i m i t i v e , s l e e p i n g o n t h e fl o o r i n m u d h u t s ,

e a t i n g s t r a n g e f o o d , a n d w o r k i n g a d i f fi c u l t l a n g u a g e . B u t i n t h o s e y e a r s n e w
c h u r c h e s s t a r t e d s o r a p i d l y w e c o u l d h a r d l y k e e p u p w i t h t h e m . O r d a i n e d K o r e a n

p a s t o r s w e r e f e w , s o t h e P r e s b y t e r y a s s i g n e d m e o v e r s i g h t o f 3 0 t o 4 0 l i t t l e c h u r c h e s
t o v i s i t , e n c o u r a g e , s e t t l e p r o b l e m s , e x a m i n e n e w c o n v e r t s f o r c h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p ,

p r e a c h , h o l d s a c r a m e n t s , a r r a n g e f o r a n u n o r d a i n e d l a y e v a n g e l i s t t o p a s t o r t h e fl o c k ,
a n d ( m o s t d i f fi c u l t ) a r r a n g e w a y s t o s u p p o r t h i m a n d b u i l d a s m a l l c h u r c h - A f t e r o u r

y o u n g e s t c h i l d w e n t o f f t o b o a r d i n g s c h o o l , m y w i f e a n d I t r a v e l l e d t o g e t h e r i n t h i s
w o r k f o r n e a r l y E O y e a r s . . . s o — f a r a s I k n o w t h e o n l y m i s G i o n a r y m a n a n d w i f e — t e a m i n

K o r o n d u i n y U i i s k i n d — o f t h i n g . S h e t a u g h t t h e c h i l d r e n B i b l e s t o r i e s , v i s i t e d t h e

h o m e s , k n e w w h o w a s s i c k a n d w h o h a d a n e w b a b y a n d w a s a l w a y s w e l c o m e d a s a n

i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e m i s s i o n a r y t e a m .



C h u r c h p l a n t i n g w a s n e v e r t h r o u g h o u r e f f o r t s a l o n e . C h r i s t i a n s w h o h a d - t o w a l k / a n

hour to the nearest church would docwjo ta begin one in their own village^ «f /^Korean
l a y m a n , o f t e n a C h i i s l l i l T i r e f u g e e f r o m N o r t h K o r e a , w o u l d w i n a f e w c o n v e r t s a n d t h e n

appeal for the missionary's liOlp iiifH t̂he assistance"uf|_Presbytery. This confronted usappeal for the missionary's liOlp iiifH t̂he assistance"uf|_Presbytery. This confronted us
w i t h n e w o p p o r t u n i t i e s a d o z e n o r m o r e t i m e s a y e a r . L e t m e i l l u s t r a t e : D e a c o n C h i n

o f n i i r r i t y w a s s e n t a s a t e a c h e r t o . a . s m a l l e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l i n a r e m o t e a n d
. . . . . . . . . .

e c o n o m i c a l l y d e p r e s s e d a r e a . n o c h u r c h ^ held Sunday
School for the children, and did considerable community service such as taking ^^sick
peep4«. to thW^̂ ission hospital, or persuading a Coca-cola bottling company to
bus and bring^^^e village children sight-seeChonjud^S When he was re
assigned to a city school, he felt a continuing responsibility forjC tliu villayc"
c h i l d r e n . H e a s k e d m e t o m e e t w i t h t h e v i l l a g e l e a d e r s , w h o a g r e e d t h e y w a n t e d a

c h u r c h . A l a r g e c i t y c h u r c h g a v e a t e n t a n d p i t c h e d i t n e a r t h e s c h o o l . H e w e n t o n

S u n d a y s a s o f t e n a s p o s s i b l e t o h e l p . A y o u n g c h a p l a i n ' s a s s i s t a n t j u s t o u t o f t h e

a r m y v o l u n t e e r e d t o s e r v e t h e r e w h i l e h e a t t e n d e d s e m i n a r y . W e w e n t s e v e r a l t i m e s t o

preach and encourage these new believers. La&lNlc tober;̂ ^ *T[ returned and found that
t h i s y o u n g m a n w a s s t i l l t h e r e , h a d b e e n o r d a i n e d a s a m i n i s t e r , m a r r i ^ a fi n e y o u n g .

l a d y, a n d b u i l t a b e a u t i f u l l i t t l e p r e - f a b c h a p e l . H a l f t h e e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l ^
children were in his Sunday School and he wasbî ily^^^^^e^ablishing the church of
Chang-gum-ni o We could repeat^ Scores of similar ^to4FieSy^^ te^cing place during our 38
y e a r s . To b e a b l e t o r e t u r n a n d o b s e r v e h o w G o d h a s p r o s p e r e d H i s c h u r c h w a s f u l l
v i n d i c a t i o n t h a t p r o c l a i m i n g T H E W A Y h a s H i s b l e s s i n g , - - f r o m t h o u s a n d s o f r u r a l

c o n g r e g a t i o n s t o t h e 5 0 , 0 0 0 m e m b e r Yo u n g - n a k P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h i n S e o u l -

PerhapQ—tn c ;o ia—how "^he Korean Church i s assuming her own
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . A m i s s i o n a r y f r i e n d o n c e w r o t e ; " M o r e t h a n b e i n g a s o u l - w i n n e r
h i m s e l f ( w h i c h , o f c o u r s e , h e i s ) t h e m i s s i o n a r y ' s m o s t i m p o r t a n t t a s k i s t o c r e a t e a

s o u l w i n n i n g c h u r c h . " * * * L u l j I f u l l I h a d a n C H L i l i i i y — c Q n v o r G Q t ' i o n w i t h t h e l e a d e r — e r f

"Operation Lighthouse," jfa movement to start churches along the rugged coasts and
islands of southern Korea begun by missionaries and noeJ^ led by the Rev, Ahn Ki-chan,
o n e o f t h e m o s t e n e r g e t i c , i n n o v a t i v e a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c K o r e a n s I k n o w . H e h a s b e e n

is working with '9<i>.iPOW one
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instrumental in starting se\|e l̂̂ churches, and h^s^Oetober^report indicates he
n e w b e l i e v e r S i S ihs . He expec ts tha t 20

w^ become_s&lfj;;^t^^ this year. Hp reseg^hed Korea's 500 inhabited islands,half had no churches and ̂ŝ  of them ̂ad lesŝ^̂an 30 familTesT̂  He also
l e a r n e d t h a t w h e n o n e p e r s o n o n s u c h a i i i s l a n d ~ 6 e c o m e s a C h r i s t i a n , p e r h a p s f r o m a

C h r i s t i a n fi s h e r m a n o r w h i l e i n t h e a r m y , v e r y s o o n t h e e n t i r e i s l a n d b e c o m e s

C h r i s t i a n . " A h a ! " h e t h o u g h t , " W i n w o n a n d w e w i n t h e ^ w h o l e - i s l a n d ! " S o . T i i C i f r s u m m p r

h e s e r m l t w o - m a n s t u d e n t t e a m s t o s u c h i s l a n d s w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s t o w i n a t l e a s t o n e
r

p e r s o n t o C h r i s t . b h o m Q l i t 4 i l e m o n e y _ _ f fl i i . ^



•"trame—IIle i tjuly,—" that—we—huaru ■Fc»ag<:ciH—and

! " -Sn■d i , i p j -TTg ' " ^ i s w in teT—vd i - i i i l i u i i he -p lanned to -

t h a t i s n o t a l l . H o w c a n t h e s e s m a l l l e a d e r l e s s g r o u p s o f C h r i s t i a n s b e s h e p h e r d e d

w h e n t h e y a r e t o o w e a k t o s u p p o r t a n e v a n g e l i s t ? M r . A h n h a o d o c i d o d - - t o c h o o s q ^ o n e

p e r s o n f r o m e a c h h o u s e - c h u r c h t o c o m e t o h i s c i t y f o r s e v e r a l w e e k s ' t r a i n i n g e a c h

y e a r , t e a c h i n g t h e m h o w t o h o l d a s i m p l e s e r v i c e , l e a d B i b l e s t u d i e s , a n d p r e p a r e
c o n v e r t s f o r b a p t i s m w h e n o r d a i n e d m i n i s t e r s m a k e p e r i o d i c v i s i t s . I n t e r e s t i n g l y

e n o u g h , M r . A h n i s p r o c l a i m i n g T H E W A Y e x a c t l y a s y o u r m i s s i o n a r i e s d i d w h e n t h e y

p i o n e e r e d w o r k i n K o r e a a c e n t u r y a g o !

m o i i 1 1 1 b m i » m i s s i o n a r y s " T h e m i s s i o n a r y t a s k i s n e v e r f i n i s h e d u n t i l

t h e m i s s i o n a r y - r e c e i v i n g c h u r c h b e c o m e s a m i s s i o n a r y - s e n d i n g c h u r c h - " * * * T h e K o r e a n

C h u r c h i s n o w o u r p a r t n e r i n s e n d i n g o u t a m b a s s a d o r s o f C h r i s t . T h e R e v. a n d M r s . S u h

S h i n - g i l , f r i e n d s w e m e t 9 y e a r s a g o w h e n w o r k i n g o n C h e j u I s l a n d , s o u t h o f K o r e a , a r e
n o w m i s s i o n a r i e s t o A b u D h a b i i n t h e U n i t e d A r a b E m i r a t e s o n t h e P e r s i a n G u l f . W h i l e

m i n i s t e r i n g t o 2 s m a l l K o r e a n c o n g r e g a t i o n s , h e w i t n e s s e s t o C h r i s t i n t h a t M o s l e m
l a n d w h e r e C h r i s t i a n i t y i s o u t l a w e d . H e h o + # s B i b l e c l o s e s , a t t e n d e d b y p o l i c e m e n

f r o m S u d a n a n d M a u r i t a n i a , M o s l e m s f r o m S o m a l i a a n d B a n g l a d e s h , a H i n d u f r o m I n d i a , 4

d o c t o r s f r o m c o m m u n i s t C h i n a , a n d o t h e r s . H e w r i t e s s " J e s u s s a i d , ' G o v e i n t o a l l t h e

w o r l d a n d p r e a c h t h e G o s p e l , b u t i n A b u D h a b i i n s t e a d o f g o i n g e v e r y w h e r e o n e a r t h i t

s e e m s t h a t a l l t h e n a t i o n s a r e g a t h e r e d h e r e . W e h a v e h e r e 4 3 e m b a s s i e s a n d p e o p l e o f

m o r e t h a n 5 0 n a t i o n s . " S o h e v i s i t s t h e e m b a s s i e s a n d fi n d s f r o m m a n y n a t i o n s a n d

r a c e s s o m e w h o l i s t e n , a n d s o m e w h o a t t e n d h i s c l a s s e s . W h o k n o w s w h a t t h e y w i l l d o

t o p r o c l a i m T H E WAY w h e n t h e y r e t u r n t o t h e i r s c a t t e r e d h o m e l a n d s ?

W h a t a n e x c i t i n g t i m e w e l i v e i n l U n b e l i e v a b l e c h a n g e s a n d u n e x p e c t e d f r e e d o m s i n

E a s t e r n E u r o p e h a v e b r o u g h t u n p r e c e d e n t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r p r o c l a i m i n g C h r i s t a s T H E

W A Y. D u r i n g t h e A y a t o l l a h K h o m e i n i ' s 1 1 y e a r r e g i m e i n I r a n , m o r e B i b l e s w e r e s o l d

t h a n i n a l l i t s p r e v i o u s h i s t o r y , a n d t h e n u m b e r o f C h r i s t i a n s g r e w b y 5 f o l d . C h i n a

n o w r e p o r t s m o r e t h a n 6 0 0 0 c h u r c h e s , a t h i r d b u i l t s i n c e 1 9 8 0 , a n d m o r e t h a n 1 5 , 0 0 0

h o u s e c h u r c h e s a n d m i l l i o n s o f n e w C h r i s t i a n s . W e r e m e m b e r s i n g i n g t h a t l i n e i n a

f a m i l i a r h y m n a b o u t " n a t i o n s i n c o m m o t i o n , p r e p a r e d f o r Z i o n ' s W a r . " T h e s e p e o p l e s

w a n t f r e e d o m , t h e y w a n t f o o d . . . b u t m u s t l e a r n t o " s e e k fi r s t t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d a n d

h i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s , a n d a l l t h e s e t h i n g s s h a l l b e a d d e d u n t o C t h e m l . T h r o u g h a l l t h i s

t u r m o i l a n d c h a n g e , G o d A l m i g h t y i s s t i r r i n g u p H i s w o r l d - P e o p l e w h o h a v e l o s t t h e i r

w a y b y f o l l o w i n g f a l s e p h i l o s o p h i e s a n d c o r r u p t l e a d e r s a r e n o w o p e n t o t h e G o o d N e w s .
W e a r e l i v i n g , w e a r e d w e l l i n g i n a g r a n d a n d a w f u l t i m e .
I n a n a g e o n a g e s t e l l i n g s To b e l i v i n g i s s u b l i m e .
Hark* the waking up of nations, Hosts advancing to the fray;
Hark! what soundeth is creation's groaning for the latter day.
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May every member of this church, and our whole denomination, not "dally far behind the
b a t t l e l i n e : " b u t a c c e p t t h e c h a l l e n g e o f t h i s h o u r t o s u p p o r t t h e w o r k o u r L o r d l o v e s

m o s t a n d f o r w h i c h h e g a v e H i s l i f e , s a y i n g " I a m t h e w a y , a n d t h e t r u t h , a n d t h e

l i f e : n o o n e c o m e s t o t h e F a t h e r b u t t h r o u g h M e . "

* G . T. B r o w n , " P r e s b y t e r i a n s i n w o r l d M i s s i o n , " p a g e s 1 8 a n d 8 0

* * H a r v e y C o n n , i n D e c i s i o n M a g a z i n e , J a n . 1 9 9 0 , p . 6

» * * Q u o t e s f r o m D r . A r c h C a m p b e l l
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PRAISE THE LORD. SING HALLELUJAH!

1. Praise the Lord, s ing hal le lu jah!
Ch i l d ren o f God 's g rac ious cho ice ;

Le t H i s p ra i ses r i se as t hunde r
L e t t h e w h o l e e a r t h h e a r H i s w i c e ;

Till the song of His salvation
M a k e s H i s b r o k e n w o r l d r e j o i c e .

2 . M a n ' s i m p r i s o n i n g n i g h t ; i s s h a t t e r e d
At the impact of His Iford;

L i g h t a n d l i f e s p r i n g f q r t h e t e r n a l
Where that mighty vo ice is heard;

Let the powers of death and darkness
Own the t r iumph of the i r Lord !

3 . P r a i s e t h e L o r d u n t i l H i s g l o r y
F l o o d s t h e f a r t h e s t r e a l m s o f e a r t h ,

T i l l f r o m e v e r y t r i b e a n d n a t i o n
S o u l s r i s e u p i n g l a d r e b i r t h ;

Haste the day of His appearing
W h e n a l l c r e a t u r e s o w n H i s w o r t h .

4. Praise the Lord, sing haljlelujah!
Sound His sovereign graice abroad.

T i l l H i s W o r d i s l o v e d a n d h o n o r e d
Everywhere man's feet hiave trod;

T i l l H i s r a n s o m e d f a m i l y g a t h e r s
Safely round the throne of God!

E. Margaret Clarkson

Sing to the tune of Regent Square (Angels
From the Realms of Glory)^ #168 in The



Arise, let your light shinel For your light has come, and
t h e g l o r y o f t h e L o r d h a s r i s e n u p o n y o u . ,

1 . At an or ienta l foodstore, At lanta Braves, Abu Dhabe in
I M i t e d A r a b E m e r i t e s , , «

2. Ever since Jesus came proclaiming :I have ccrnie as light into
the world, that everone who believes in Me may not remain
i n d a r k n e s s .

God is working His purpose out.
And the time is drawing near;
Nearer and nearer draws the time.
The t ime that sha l l sure ly be.
When the ear th shal l be fi l led wi th the g lory of God
AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA.

3. Your investment as Presbytei ians

4. L i t t le known but wor th of h igh honor. . .John Ross

5. Today thousands of churches
City churches, loungnak, 1 90,000 new members, seminary
s t u d e n t s .

4. Why this amazing growth
O l d f a i t h s d y i n g
P o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s d i s i n t e g r a t i n g
40 years Japanese occupation, persecution, division, war
Christian refugees from north
M i s s i o n a r e s f a i t h
©hurch se l f -govern ing e tc .
* i b l e c e n t r a l n . , • ^ •
Work of Holy Spirit.. .resiUent and energetxc Chrxstians

Natural abil i ty to sinrvive
vUmm I IBM li itM IIII Bgg inbred sense of loyalt
D e s i r e t o s u c c e e d .

7. Today new converst through friendship evangelism
8. Nowhere perfect church

9. For 38 years God gave my wife and me privilege
10 Starting new churches never through our efforts. Ma-wi-do
11. Sunday before we left Korea at Soh-seng Church
12. Palm Sunday afternoon stô .
13. If church in far-away Korea... i,overj
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4 of 5 people in worM still need to accept Savior.
More nonQ^hristians in Korea today t han when missionaries began
I out of 100 in Japan are Christ ian
G r o w t h i n C h i n a .
Proud of record in past . . . p lenty to be done

uaoiibaj aiseqdui-sjaiqei pipeĵ sa [Auiqia pue |ajjsa6jouoAan
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A R I S E , S H I N E !

S c r i p t u r e ; I s a i a h 6 0 : 1 - 3

Te x t : " A r i s e , l e t y o u r l i g h t s h i n e l f o r y o u r l i g h t h a s c o m e , A n d t h e g l o r y o f t h e
L o r d h a s r i s e n u p o n y o u . " ( I s a i a h 6 0 : 1 )

At an Or ien ta l foodstore in Ashev i l le , NC, we found the Korean owner a t h is counter

read ing h i s B ib le , as eve ry Chr i s t i an shou ld do anywhere . The TV cameraman a t an
Atlanta Braves bal l game zeroed in on a man from Asia reading a paper...a large cross
in the corner drew my attention to a headline in Korean characters where I read: "Come
u n t o m e , a l l y e t h a t l a b o r a n d a r e h e a v y l a d e n , a n d I w i l l g i v e y o u r e s t . " A

Christmas card from ^Abu^^^^^^Dha^ in the Unjted Arab^Ej]niraJbes tells of Korean missionary
f r i e n d s a t w o r k i n t h a t M o s l e m l a n d . I t s e e m s t h e y a r e e v e r y w h e r e , t h e s e K o r e a n

C h r i s t i a n s . . . n u r s e s i n G e r m a n y , o n s h i p s a t s e a , a n d i n 2 0 0 0 K o r e a n c h u r c h e s h e r e i n

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . . . t h e f a s t e s t g r o w i n g s e g m e n t o f t h e A m e r i c a n c h u r c h . L i t t l e w o n d e r

t h a t i n c e l e b r a t i n g h e r 1 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y a f e w y e a r s a g o , t h e C h u r c h o f K o r e a t o o k

i ts theme f rom Isa iah 60 :1 , "ARISE, LET YOUR L IGHT SHINE! FOR YOUR L IGHT HAS COME,

AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD HAS RISEN UPON YQU," If a relatively young church can adopt

s u c h a c h a l l e n g e , s u r e l y o u r A m e r i c a n C h u r c h c a n d o n o l e s s l

tha t good news o f the "L igh t o f the wor ld " to the fa r corners o f the Roman Empi re ,

among the savage tribes of northern Europe, across the seas to the New World, into the
j u n g l e s o f d a r k e s t A f r i c a , a n d a m o n g t h e t e e m i n g p o p u l a t i o n s o f A s i a a n d t h e i s l a n d s
of the sea. In no era of history has this been more extensive and ex^rtijn^ than
t o d a y, w h e n a l l w i t h e y e s t o s e e c a n b e h o l d t h a t ;

G o d i s w o r k i n g H i s p u r p o s e o u t ,
A n d t h e t i m e i s d r a w i n g n e a r ;
N e a r e r a n d n e a r e r d r a w s t h e t i m e .
T h e t i m e t h a t s h a l l s u r e l y b e ,
W h e n t h e e a r t h s h a l l b e fi l l e d w i t h t h e g l o r y o f G o d
A s t h e w a t e r s c o v e r t h e s e a .

Yo u t : ^ i n v e s t m e n t a s P r e s b y t e r i a n s i n W o r l d M i s s i o n s h a s y i e l d e d h u g e d i v i d e n d s a n d

d o n ' t l e t a n y o n e t e l l y o u o t h e r w i s e ! W i t h t h e s u p p o r t o f c h u r c h e s l i k e y o u r s d u r i n g
t h e p a s t c e n t u r y , G o d h a s b l e s s e d o u r s e r v i c e i n K o r e a , a n d o f y o u r m i s s i o n a r i e s i n

many lands, wi th an a j i^undant harvest o f r ich f ru i ts in terms of mul t i tudes coming to
know Chr ist as Savior in st rong nat ional churches abroad, and an astonishing array of
e d u c a t i o n a l a n d m e d i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h h a v e b r o u g h t e d u c a t i o n a n d h e a l t h t o

mill ions. The sj^qqesti^n that the missionary effort has failed is [^re fiction. . .for
those who once lived in great darkness have now seen a qre^ l^iqht.
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LL t t i e known bu t wo r thy o f hono r i n t he m iss iona ry ha l l o f f ame was a man named
J o h n R o s s , a S c o t t i s h m i s s i o n a r y t o C h i n a - A l i t t l e o v e r a c e n t u r y a g o h e w a s p r o b i n g

a l o n g t h e b o r d e r o f C h i n a a n d t h e f o r b i d d e n h e r m i t k i n g d o m o f K o r e a a n d m e t s o m e
K o r e a n s w i t h w h o m h e t r a n s l a t e d a n d p r i n t e d a K o r e a n N e w Te s t a m e n t - O n e o f t h e s e , a

m e d i c i n e p e d d l e r , w a s c o n v e r t e d , b e c a m e a n a r d e n t e v a n g e l i s t , a n d h e a d e d f o r h i s

h o m e l a n d w i t h a l o a d o f B i b l e s - A r r e s t e d a t t h e Y a l u R i v e r b o r d e r , a n d t h r o w n i n t o

prison, he discovered two wardens who were old friends who arranged his escape with 10
B i b l e s - H e w a l k e d 3 7 0 m i l e s s o u t h t o S e o u l , s t o p p i n g a t a c o a s t a l v i l l a g e t o p r e a c h

a m o n g r e l a t i v e s a n d p l a n t t h e fi r s t c h u r c h i n K o r e a . I n S e o u l h e s h a r e d h i s B i b l e a n d
h i s f a i t h a n d w o n c o n v e r t s r e a d y f o r b a p t i s m b e f o r e t h e fi r s t P r o t e s t a n t m i s s i o n a r y

a r r i v e d - F r o m t h e s t a r t , K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n s h a v e a l w a y s b e e n o n e j u m p a h e a d o f t h e

m i s s i o n a r i e s 1

To d a v t h o u s a n d s o f c h u r c h e s f o r m o n e o f t h e m o s t v i s i b l e f e a t u r e s o f K o r e a . S u n d a y

m o r n i n g t h e s t r e e t s a r e l i n e d w i t h C h r i s t i a n s c a r r y i n g t h e i r o w n B i b l e s a n d H y m n a l s t o
c h u r c h . M a n y c i t y c h u r c h e s h o l d t w o o r t h r e e o r m o r e S u n d a y m o r n i n g s e r v i c e s -

B e f o r e l e a v i n g K o r e a t h r e e y e a r s a g o I p r e a c h e d a t a m i d w e e k c h u r c h s e r v i c e w i t h 5 0 0

m e m b e r s fi l l i n g e v e r y s e a t - M e g a - c h u r c h e s w i t ^ i m e m b e r s h i p s . o f t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s . c a n ^

be found in Seou l - j f Las t year, 90,000 new members were addecr to the Presbyter ian
C h u r c h o f K o r e a . . . o n e o f m a n y P r o t e s t a n t d e n o m i n a t i o n s . M o r e s t u d e n t s fi l l K o r e a n

s e m i n a r i e s t h a n i n a l l t h e r e s t o f A s i a c o m b i n e d , c r e a t i n g a s u r p l u s o f g r a d u a t e s w h o

s i m p l y g o o u t a n d s t a r t n e w c h u r c h e s !

Nhy this amazing growth and continued vitality? The reasons are many- ̂ od prepared a
n a t i o n w h e r e o l d f a i t h s w e r e d y i n g a n d t h e r e w a s l i t t l e o r g a n i z e d r e l i g i o n - P o 1 i t i c a l

i n s t i t u t i o n s w e r e d i s i n t e g r a t i n g - y e a r s o f J a p a n e s e o c c u p a t i o n a n d p e r s e c u t i o n ,

a n d t h e d i v i s i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y i n 1 9 4 5 f o l l o w e d i n 1 9 5 0 b y t h e 3 - y e a r K o r e a n W a r

drove her people to a faith offering spiritual freedom and hope. ̂ Strong Christians
a m o n g t h e 2 m i l l i o n r e f u g e e s f r o m c o m m u n i s t N o r t h K o r e a 4 0 y e a r s a g o b e c a m e a r d e n t

c h u r c h p l a n t e r s w h e r e v e r t h e y s e t t l e d i n S o u t h K o r e a . * ^ o d s e n t m i s s i o n a r i e s w h o
b e l i e v e d fi r m l y t h a t J e s u s C h r i s t i s t h e o n l y S a v i o u r a n d L o r d o f a l l l i f e , a n d w h o

i d e n t i fi e d w i t h t h e p e o p l e i n t h e s t r u g g l e s f o r f r e e d o m f r o m i g n o r a n c e , p o v e r t y ,

d i s e a s e , o p p r e s s i o n , a n d s u p e r s t i t i o n . ^ F r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g t h e y i n s i s t e d t h a t t h e
church govern itself, pay its own way, and witness to the rest of the nation.̂ ^he
B i b l e w a s a c c e p t e d a s a u t h o r i t a t i v e a n d c e n t r a l , a n d i t s s t u d y w a s e m p h a s i z e d b y a

s t r o n g s y s t e m o f B i b l e c o n f e r e n c e s . l ^ ^ e y o n d a l l t h e s e r e a s o n s w e c a n o n l y t h a n k G o d
f o r a p o w e r f u l d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f t h e w o r k o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t i n p e r f o r m i n g t h e m i r a c l e



T n r i ^ y r ^ R M r ; o n v g r t < = ^ a r e w o n p r i m a r i l y t h r o u g h f r i e n d s h i p e v a n g e l i s m , a s e a c h C h r i s t i a n
i n v i t e s f r i e n d s t o c h u r c h , a w o m a n b r i n g s h e r f a m i l y t o C h r i s t , o r a s t u d e n t w i n s h i s

c l a s s m a t e s . V i r t u a l l y a l l C h r i s t i a n s o f a l l d e n o m i n a t i o n s a r e o r g a n i z e d i n t o s m a l l

n e i g h b o r h o o d o r a v e r o r o u p s o n F r i d a y e v e n i n g s . T h e r e a r e t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f s u c h

i n f o r m a l g a t h e r i n g s t o w h i c h n o n - C h r i s t i a n n e i g h b o r s w i l l o f t e n a c c e p t i n v i t a t i o n s a n d

fi n d C h r i s t t h r o u g h f r i e n d l y h o s p i t a l i t y a n d e x p o s u r e t o t h e j o y o f p e o p l e w h o s i n g

a n d p r a y a n d s h a r e t h e b l e s s i n g s o f G o d ' s Wo r d . A t S u n d a y m o r n i n g w o r s h i p n e w m e m b e r s

and the person who brought them are introduced and welcomed with congregational hand-
c l a p p i n g a n d a p r a y e r b y t h e p a s t o r . Y o u n g p e o p l e s w a r m i n t o t h e i r S a t u r d a y n i g h t

m e e t i n g s . N o t m a n y t e e n - a g e r s a r e a t S u n d a y l l s O O A M w o r s h i p . . . t h e y h a v e h a d t h e i r
o w n e a r l i e r s e r v i c e , l a r g e l y r u n b y t h e m s e l v e s a n d o f t e n r i v a l i n g t h e a d u l t s e r v i c e i n

a t t e n d a n c e . I n t h e a r m e d f o r c e s 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 y o u n g m e n a r e p a s t o r e d b y s p l e n d i d C h r i s t i a n

c h a p l a i n s i n e v e r y u n i t , a n d t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f C h r i s t i a n s o f t e n e x c e e d s t h a t o f t h e
c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n .

B u t n o w h e r e t h i s s i d e o f h e a v e n i s t h e r e a p e r f e c t c h u r c h . O f K o r e a ' s 8 m i l l i o n

P r o t e s t a n t s , n e a r l y t w o - t h i r d s a r e P r e s b y t e r i a n s d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r m a j o r a n d s e v e r a l
dozen minor denominations.̂ factionalism is fampant. ̂ âpid urbanization, influx of
b o t h g o o d a n d b a d o f W e s t e r n c u l t u r e , m a t e r i a l i s m a n d s e c u l a r i z a t i o n . . . t h e s e h a v e

c r e a t e d a s t r o n g d r i f t a w a y f r o m t h e c h u r c h b y t h e y o u n g t h r o n g i n g t h e b i g c i t i e s .

^Marital scandals, financial irregularities, rivalry for leadership positions tear
c o n g r e g a t i o n s a p a r t S t r a n g e t h e o l o g i e s f r o m a b r o a d a n d h o m e - g r o w n c u l t s l e a d m a n y

astray. S^The age-old Shamanism of the people carries over into massive faith-healing
m o v e m e n t s w h o s e l e a d e r s a m a s s f o r t u n e s w i t h d u b i o u s r e s u l t s a m o n g t h e i r a d h e r e n t s .

T h e m i s s i o n a r y s h a r e s t h e s e p r o b l e m s w i t h h i s K o r e a n b r e t h r e n . . . t h e y t a k e u p h i s t i m e

a n d b r i n g h e a r t - a c h e a n d d i s c o u r a g e m e n t . . . a n d a r e c a u s e s f o r p r a y e r b y y o u f e l l o w

l a b o r e r s a t h o m e .

F o r 3 8 v e a r s G o d g a v e m y w i f e a n d m e t h e p r i v i l e g e o f h a v i n g a s m a l l p a r t i n t h i s

as ton ish ing exp los ion o f the Gospe l i n Korea . We a r r i ved in 19^8 in t ime to w i tness
t h e r e s u l t s o f t A t ^ n n f r o m 4 0 y e a r s o f J a p a n e s e o c c u p a t i o n a n d t h e d e v a s t a t i o n

o f t h e K o r e a n W a r s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r . W e w e r e a s s i g n e d w o r k i n s o u t h w e s t e r n

K o r e a . . . h e l p i n g s t a r t a n d d e v e l o p n e w c h u r c h e s i n u n c h u r c h e d r u r a l a r e a s . . . a n d t h a t
w a s m y w o r k u n t i l r e t i r e m e n t . I n t h e e a r l y y e a r s m y w i f e w a s b u s y r a i s i n g 4 c h i l d r e n

a n d t e a c h i n g t h e m t h r o u g h t h e 6 t h g r a d e w h i l e I t r a v e l l e d c o n s t a n t l y i n r u r a l a r e a s .

R o a d s w e r e t e r r i b l e a n d a 5 0 m i l e j e e p t r i p c o u l d o f t e n t a k e 3 o r 4 h o u r s . L i v i n g

c o n d i t i o n s w e r e p r i m i t i v e , s l e e p i n g o n t h e fl o o r i n K o r e a n m u d h u t s , e a t i n g t h e i r

s t r a n g e f o o d , a n d l e a r n i n g t h e i r d i f fi c u l t l a n g u a g e . B u t i n t h o s e y e a r s n e w c h u r c h e s
s t a r t e d s o r a p i d l y w e c o u l d h a r d l y k e e p u p w i t h t h e m . O r d a i n e d K o r e a n p a s t o r s w e r e
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f e w a n d f a r b e t w e e n a n d P r e s b y t e r y a s s i g n e d m e o v e r s i g h t o f 3 0 t o ^ 0 l i t t l e n e w a n d

w e a k c h u r c h e s t o v i s i t , e n c o u r a g e , s e t t l e p r o b l e m s , e x a m i n e n e w c o n v e r t s f o r c h u r c h

m e m b e r s h i p , p r e a c h , h o l d s a c r a m e n t s , a r r a n g e f o r a n u n o r d a i n e d e v a n g e l i s t t o p a s t o r
t h e fl o c k , a n d ( m o s t d i f fi c u l t ) fi n d w a y s t o s u p p o r t h i m a n d b u i l d a s m a l l c h u r c h .

A f t e r o u r y o u n g e s t c h i l d w e n t o f f t o b o a r d i n g s c h o o l , m y w i f e t r a v e l e d r e g u l a r l y w i t h

m e i n t h i s w o r k f o r n e a r l y E G y e a r s . . . s o f a r a s I k n o w t h e o n l y m i s s i o n a r y m a n a n d

w i f e t e a m d o i n g t h i s k i n d o f t h i n g . S h e t a u g h t t h e c h i l d r e n , v i s i t e d t h e h o m e s , k n e w

w h o w a s s i c k a n d w h o h a d a n e w b a b y, a n d w a s a l w a y s w e l c o m e d a s a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f

t h e m i s s i o n a r y t e a m .

n e w c h u r c h e s w a s n e v e r t h r o u g h o u r e f f o r t s a l o n e , b u t w a s u s u a l l y i n i t i a t e d

b y K o r e a n l a y m e n w h o g a t h e r e d l i t t l e g r o u p s o f c o n v e r t s a n d t h e n a s k e d f o r o u r h e l p
a n d t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f P r e s b y t e r y . S e v e r a l y e a r s a g o I t r a v e l l e d t w o h o u r s b y b o a t o n

a W e d n e s d a y m o r n i n g t o H a ~ w i ~ d o i s l a n d o f f t h e s o u t h w e s t c o a s t . T h e r e w a s a g o o d

c h u r c h o f s e v e r a l h u n d r e d m e m b e r s t h e r e a n d I w a s c o r d i a l l y w e l c o m e d . A f t e r l u n c h w e

t o o k a s m a l l b o a t 1 0 m i n u t e s t o a n a d j a c e n t s m a l l i s l a n d . T h e r e w e r e 8 6 c h i l d r e n i n

t h e p r i m a r y s c h o o l t h e r e t a u g h t b y t w o m e n w h o w e r e d e a c o n s i n t h e H a - w i - d o c h u r c h .

T h e r e w a s n o c h u r c h o n t h a t l i t t l e i s l a n d , s o t h e t w o t e a c h e r s s t a r t e d a S u n d a y S c h o o l

a n d h a d a l l 8 6 c h i l d r e n i n i t . T h e y p r o u d l y s h o w e d m e a t i n y h i l l - s i d e p l o t w h e r e

t h e y h a d l e v e l e d a p l a c e t o b u i l d a s m a l l c h u r c h . W e h a d a p r a y e r f o r t h e i r p r o j e c t ,

l e f t a s m a l l g i f t s e n t f r o m C h r i s t i a n s h e r e i n A m e r i c a t o e n c o u r a g e t h e m , a n d s a i l e d

a n o t h e r 3 0 m i n u t e s t o a t h i r d i s l a n d w i t h a m a g n i fi c e n t b e a c h b u t s o r e m o t e i t w a s n o t

e x p l o i t e d b y t o u r i s m . T h e r e w e r e t w o C h r i s t i a n h o m e s o n t h e i s l a n d b e c a u s e t w o w o m e n
f r o m t h e H a - w i - d o c h u r c h h a d m a r r i e d m e n t h e r e a n d e s t a b l i s h e d C h r i s t i a n h o m e s . W e

c a l l e d o n t h e m , a n d t h e n a s w e r e t u r n e d t o o u r l i t t l e b o a t l e a r n e d t h a t r i g h t t h e r e i n

t h e s c h o o l h o u s e a m e e t i n g o f a l m o s t a l l t h e i s l a n d e r s h a d g a t h e r e d . T h e y i n s i s t e d

t h a t t h e s e " d i s t i n g u i s h e d v i s i t o r s " g r e e t t h e m , w e r e m o s t f r i e n d l y , a n d t h o u g h t h e y

w e r e n o t C h r i s t i a n s , t h e y k n e w w e w e r e a n d a s k e d t h a t w e h a v e a p r a y e r f o r t h e m b e f o r e

w e l e f t . A y e a r l a t e r w e r e c e i v e d w o r d t h a t t h e s e t w o C h r i s t i a n f a m i l i e s h a d s t a r t e d

a c h u r c h f o r t h e m s e l v e s r a t h e r t h a n t r a v e l b y b o a t t o H a - w i - d o w h e n w e a t h e r p e r m i t t e d .

T h a t n i g h t b a c k i n H a - w i - d o I p r e a c h e d t o a p a c k e d c h u r c h a t t h e W e d n e s d a y n i g h t

meet ing and was asked af terwards to preach again a t dawn praye i—meet ing. . .which is
a r o u n d ^ s 3 0 A M i n K o r e a l E x p e c t i n g o n l y a f e w , I f o u n d t h e c h u r c h a g a i n p a c k e d .

A f t e r b r e a k f a s t w e w e r e p a c k e d i n t o a n a n c i e n t t a x i a n d t a k e n o v e r a h o r e n d o u s r o a d t o

t h e s o u t h e n d o f t h a t s a m e i s l a n d . H e r e a d e a c o n w h o h a d m o v e d f r o m t h e H a - w i - d o

c h u r c h t o f a r m h a d w i t n e s s e d h i s f a i t h a n d w o n a b o u t a d o z e n c o n v e r t s . W e g a t h e r e d i n

a 10 by 10 foot square room in a mud hut with a straw hut where I was asked to preach
t o t h e s e n e w c o n v e r t s a n d c u r i o u s n o n - C h r i s t i a n s w h o c r o w d e d i n . L a t e r w e l e a r n e d

t h a t h e r e t o o , a c h u r c h h a d b e e n b u i l t , a n e v a n g l i s t c a l l e d t o w o r k t h e r e , a n d w h e r e
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t h e y u s e d t o b e o n l y t h e H a - w i - d o c h u r c h t h e r e w e r e t h r e e m o r e l D o y o u g e t t h e

p i c t u r e ? S c h o o l t e a c h e r s o n a s m a l l a d j a c e n t i s l a n d b e g a n w i t h a S u n d a y S c h o o l w h i c h
b e c a m e a n e w c h u r c h ; o n a f u r t h e r i s l a n d t w o C h r i s t i a n w o m e n w o n t h e i r h u s b a n d s a n d

e v e n t u a l l y w e r e t h e m e a n s o f a n o t h e r c h u r c h ; a f a r m e r m o v i n g t o a d i s t a n t v i l l a g e

p r e a c h e d t o h i s n e i g h b o r s a n d a t h i r d s t a r t e d . S o t h e c h u r c h h a s g r o w n " l i k e w i l d
fi r e . "

T h e _ S u n d a v b e f o r e w e l e f t K o r e a w e w o r s h i p p e d a t t h e S o h - s e n q c h u r c h w i t h a

c o n g r e g a t i o n o f s o m e 5 o r 6 0 0 m o s t o f w h o m o r i g i n a l l y h a d l e p r o s y b u t a r e n o w
c o n s i d e r e d c u r e d . T h e s e w e r e t h e v e r y fi r s t p e o p l e w i t h w h o m I w o r k e d u p o n a r r i v a l i n

K o r e a i n 1 9 ^ 8 w h e n o n a c o l d D e c e m b e r d a y a n e l d e r a n d a d e a c o n , o b v i o u s l y w i t h t h i s

d i s e a s e , c a m e t o s e e m e . " W e r e p r e s e n t a c o l o n y o f p e o p l e w i t h l e p r o s y a t a c a m p 5
m i l e s o u t o f t o w n , " t h e y s a i d . P l e a s e c o m e a n d b a p t i z e o u r n e w c o n v e r t s . " I d i d n o t

y e t h a v e t h e l a n g u a g e w e l l e n o u g h , b u t p r o m i s e d t o d r i v e a j e e p l o a d o f l o c a l
m i n i s t e r s o u t t h e r e . O n a c o l d a n d s n o w y a f t e r n o o n w e f o u n d t h e s e p e o p l e l i v i n g l i k e

a n i m a l s i n m i s e r a b l e l i t t l e h o v e l s a n d h a l f s t a r v e d , a n d t h e r e b a p t i z e d a n d h a d

c o m m u n i o n w i t h t h e s e n e w c o n v e r t s . I c o n t i n u e d w o r k i n g w i t h t h e m , fi r s t b u i l d i n g a

l i t t l e m u d b r i c k c h a p e l . D u r i n g t h e K o r e a n W a r t h e y o u t g r e w t h i s , s o w e s c r o u n g e d

c e m e n t a n d l u m b e r f r o m a U S a i r b a s e , I b o u g h t b r i c k w i t h g i f t s f r o m A m e r i c a , a n d t h e y

b u i l d t h e i r fi r s t s a n c t u a r y . . . e n l a r g e d s e v e r a l t i m e s s i n c e . G o d b l e s s e d t h e m

m a t e r i a l l y a n d s p i r i t u a l l y a n d s o o n t h e y c a l l e d t h e i r o w n p a s t o r w h i l e I r e m a i n e d w h a t

t h e y c a l l e d a n " h o n o r a r y " p a s t o r w i t h p r i m a r y d u t i e s t o p r e a c h a t t h e i r a n n u a l
C h r i s t m a s d a y s e r v i c e . I t w a s fi t t i n g t h a t o u r l a s t K o r e a n s e r v i c e b e w i t h t h e s e

p e o p l e , a n d w e w e r e t o u c h e d w h e n t h e i r p a s t o r a n d e n t i r e s e s s i o n d r o v e 1 7 5 m i l e s i n
t h e i r o w n v a n t o s e e u s o f f a t t h e S e o u l a i r p o r t . S o m e h o w t h i s o n e c o n g r e g a t i o n

s y m b o l i z e s h o w G o d h a s w o r k e d a m i r a c l e i n K o r e a . . . t a k i n g a p o o r , i g n o r a n t , o p p r e s s e d
a n d h e l p l e s s p e o p l e a n d c r e a t i n g a m o d e r n i n d u s t r i a l a n d p r o s p e r o u s p e o p l e , o f w h o m a t

l e a s t 8 0 % a r e a c t i v e C h r i s t i a n s w h o c o u l d c e l e b r a t e a c e n t e n n i a l w i t h t h e m o t t o ,

" A r i s e , l e t y o u r l i g h t s h i n e ! "

O n e ^ P a l m S u n d a v a f t e r n o o n a y o u n g m i n i s t e r f r i e n d t o l d o f t h e h a p p y o c c a s i o n t h a t

m o r n i n g w h e n n e w m e m b e r s w e r e b a p t i z e d a t h i s c h u r c h . A m o n g t h e m w a s a f a m i l y o f

fi v e . . . f a t h e r , m o t h e r a n d t h r e e g r o w n c h i l d r e n . W h e n t h e y h a d t a k e n t h e p r e l i m i n a r y

c a t e c h u m e n e x a m i n a t i o n s i x m o n t h s b e f o r e , t h e o l d e s t s o n w a s a s e n i o r a t t h e l o c a l

u n i v e r s i t y . B u t n o w h e w a s i n o f fi c e r ' s t r a i n i n g s c h o o l 7 0 m i l e s a w a y . H e h a d b e e n

u r g e d t o r e t u r n f o r b a p t i s m , b u t w h e n t h e e x a m i n a t i o n s w e r e h e l d S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n ,
h e f a i l e d t o s h o w u p . T h e y h a d a l m o s t r e a c h e d t h e p o i n t i n t h e s e r v i c e w h e r e b a p t i s m

w a s t o b e a d m i n i s t e r e d w h e n t h e p a s t o r s a w h i m r u n i n t h e b a c k d o o r o f t h e c h u r c h ,

p e r s p i r a t i o n s t r e a m i n g d o w n h i s f a c e . H u r r i b d l y b e c k o n i n g h i s e l d e r s t o t h e p u l p i t ,
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the pastor held a whispered conversation. What should be done? The young man had not
been examined but he must be baptized with his family! Wave the rules and go ahead,
was the unanimous decision. And so when he pastor called out the names of those to be

baptized to come forward and named that son too, few in the congregation, including
his family, knew he had arrived. Tears of joy burst from many eyes. Somehow what had
been incomplete before was now complete! This is why the angels sing and the heavens

r i n g ! . . . b e c a u s e m o r e t h a n a n y t h i n g e l s e G o d w a n t s H i s f a m i l y c o m p l e t e a n d H e w i l l n o t
r e s t u n t i l t h a t i s s o ! H e w a n t s e v e r y s e a t a t H i s b a n q u e t t a b l e fi l l e d ! H e w a n t s t h e

w h o l e h a r v e s t g a t h e r e d i n ! H e w a n t s e v e r y l o s t s h e e p f o u n d a n d b r o u g h t i n t o t h e f o l d !

E v e r y p r o d i g a l s o n m u s t b e w e l c o m e d t o t h e b o s o m o f t h e f a t h e r ! . . . a l 1 n a t i o n s m u s t

h e a r t h e G o s p e l o f J e s u s C h r i s t !

I f a c h u r c h i n f a r — a w a y K o r e a w h i c h o n i t s 1 0 0 t h b i r t h d a y c a n t a k e a s i t s g o l d e n t e x t

t h e w o r d s , " A r i s e , l e t y o u r l i g h t s h i n e , f o r y o u r l i g h t h a s c o m e ! " h o w m u c h m o r e w e

American Christians with far longer Christian traditions and far greater resources! Jt
o u t o f 5 p e o p l e i n t h e w o r l d s t i l l n e e d t o a c c e n t t h e S a v i i j r . B e c a u s e o f p o p u l a t i o n

g r o w t h t h e r e a r e m o r e n o n - C h r i s t i a n s i n K o r e a t o d a y t h a n w h e n t h e fi r s t m i s s i o n a r i e s
w e n t . O n l y 1 o u t o f 1 0 0 i n J a p a n a r e C h r i s t i a n s ! D e s p i t e t h e m i r a c l e o f t h e s u r v i v a l

a n d c u r r e n t g r o w t h o f t h e c h u r c h i n C h i n a , a b i l l i o n s t i l l k n o w n o t t h e S a v i o r ! To b e

s u r e C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n s h a v e b e e n a p h e n o m e n a l s u c c e s s i n t h e p a s t . . . a n d w e c a n b e

p r o u d o f t h a t r e c o r d . . . b u t t h e t a s k i s f a r f r o m d o n e . N o w t h a t o u r P r e s b y t e r i a n
C h u r c h h a s r e - u n i t e d , r e - o r g a n i z e d , a n d r e - m o v e d t o n e w h e a d q u a r t e r s i n

L o u i s v i 1 l e . . . l e t u s p r a y , a n d w o r k t o d i r e c t o u r e f f o r t s t o f u l fi l l o u r L o r d ' s c o m m a n d

to go i n to a l l t he wor ld and p reach the Gospe l . "A r i se , l e t you r l i gh t sh ine ! "

T h r e e - f o u r t h s o f t h e w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n ( 5 . 2 b i l l i o n ) d o e s n o t k n o w C h r i s t , a n d o f
these perhaps half have no way of hearing the Gospel right now.
In the PC(USA) 86'/. given to local churches is retained by sessions.
3 . 1 ' / . i s s e n t t o t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y.

2 c e n t s p e r d a y p e r m e m b e r i s g i v e n t o Wo r l d M i s s i o n s .

Ye t i n t e r e s t i n c r o s s - c u l t u r a l m i s s i o n s i s a l i v e a n d w e l l a t t h e g r a s s r o o t s .



John 6:35-40
« K e t h a t b e l i e v e t h o n m e s h a l l n e v e r t h i r s t " 1

\
Coca-cola opening.. .text tAvvtf-ouuuAm

2 . C C e v e r y w h e r e ^ ^
3. Soft dr ink not al l wehhave to share.. .good news of " I hav«

come that you may have life, and may have it abundantly.
Cloud burst at Lee-paek tayun

4 . O u t t h e r e n e e d e y, s u f f e r i n g . . . . w o r l d . T f c o v e r a g e .
When met with compassion of Jesus./k What TY-canno report

5. Whether satisfying parching thirsf or warning of diaster..
. . u r g e n t a c t i o n r e q i i i r e d . i e g i n s w i t h a s s u r a n c e o f
possession so precious.
W e s t c o a s t o f P u a n . . . S S t e a c h e r s

"I'd rather have Jesus, than silver or gold
I I I I I I I I I I h a v e r i c h e s u n t o l d

g " " " " w o r l d w i d e f a m e
" n r n a m e .

6. 3 years* ago DSM story...what missimaries are made of.

7. Great missionary movements...by young people...Williams
College in Massachusetts...Haystack prayer-meeting...
A d o n i r a m J u d s o n t o I n d i a a n d B u r m a .
Every generation...̂ d lifts sights...new wave
Could that happen again today?

8. My wife and I axide such a wave...WWII vets. Great IP
conferences. Mont reat commiss ion ing serv ices

9. loth from Missionary famiUes. arrival, '^hoir
10. 5 months later Tu-am story, work for 3^ years. lapers

va r i ous k i nds o f chu rches^ 3 i s l and s to r y

11. 3d years...recent visit..2i^
with greater needs. Youth Various callings

12. Missionaries are starters...attack all Rind̂ ôT-problems
Retired m look Wacfe' Job not done.

13. Miss Green story.
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T H E D R I N K T H A T S A T I F I E S

Scripture reading: John 6 2 35-40jy;/f
T e x t ; " H e t h a t b e l i e v e t h o n m e s h a l l n e v e r t h i r s t . " J o h n 6 : 3 5

T h e C o c a - C o l a b o t t l i n g c o m p a n y ' s g r a n d o p e n i n g i n C h o n j u , K o r e a , w a s a g a l a a f f a i r .

F l a g s a n d b u n t i n g , t h e f a m i l i a r b r i g h t r e d b r a n d n a m e p r o m i n e n t e v e r y w h e r e , e m p l o y e e s

in smart uniforms, and gleaming new delivery trucks...al1 advertized a n^ product for
5 m i l l i o n p e o p l e i n s o u t h - w e s t K o r e a - W e s a w s u p e r — c l e a n p r o d u c t i o n l i i n e s w h e r e a

4 / ^ h r ^ c \continuous stream of bottles started their journey into wmntp homes in de^ mountain
v a l l e y s a n d o f f s h o r e i s l a n d s . H o s t i n t e r e s t i n g w a s a s p a c i o u s c l a s s r o o m ^ m t h n e a t

d e s k s , e a c h w i t h a r a c k c o n t a i n i n g a l a r g e m a n u a l f o r a s a l e s m a n . B e f o r e s t a r t i n g o n
V v / >

tkeTT^daily route^jf each man stood, recited the company oath, received instructions
f r o m h i s m a n a g e r , r e a d t h e d a y ' s a s s i g n m e n t i n h i s n o t e b o o k . . . a n d w e n t o u t a s

i n s t r u c t e d . W e w e r e t o l d t h a t t h e o v e r - a l l o b j e c t i v e o f t h e i r c o m p a n y i s t o m a k e

every person on earth a consumer of their product. We could not avoi(^remembering the
c o m m a n d o f a f a r g r e a t e r O n e t o " G o i n t o a l l t h e w o r l d a n d m a k e d i s c i p l e s o f a l l

nations..." We knew that the Lord Jesus Christ has equipped us witlV the perfect
m a n u a l o f i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r e v e r y s i t u a t i o n , H e h a s d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t H i s p r o d u c t i s

s u f fi c i e n t t o m e e t e v e r y h u m a n n e e d a n d q u e n c h t h e ^ s p i r i t u a l t h i r s t o f p e o p l e

e v e r y w h e r e . J e s u s p r o m i s e d : " H e w h o b e l i e v e s i n M e , s h a l l n e v e r t h i r s t . " ( J o h n 6 : 3 5 )
W i t h a " t h i r s t - q u e n c h e r " l i k e t h a t t o d i s t r i b u t e , c a n w e C h r i s t i a n s h a v e a n y l e s s e r

o b j e c t i v e t h a n a s o f t - d r i n k fi r m t o r e a c h 3 . 5 b i l l i o n p e o p l e ( o u t o f 5 . 1 b i l l i o n ) w h o

d o n o t c a l l t h e m s e l v e s C h r i s t i a n s ?

We s o o n d i s c o v e r e d t h a t e v e r y w h e r e w e w e n t , n o m a t t e r h o w r e m o t e , w e f o u n d C o c a - C o l a .

F o r m e r l y w e h a d t o e n d u r e a c a r b o n i z e d l e m o n - fl a v o r e d d r i n k c o n s i d e r e d s a f e w h e r e a l l
u n b o i l e d w a t e r w a s a n o - n o . . . n o w w e g l a d l y a c c e p t e d t h i s o n e , k n o w i n g w h e r e i t c a m e

f r o m a n d h o w i t w a s p r o d u c e d . O n c e w e w e r e a m u s e d w h e n o u r h o s t i n a l i t t l e v i l l a g e

h u t e x c l a i m e d , " W e l i k e t h i s n e w d r i n k I D o y o u h a v e i t i n A m e r i c a ? "

I ' l l s a y w e d o ! B u t a p o p u l a r s o f t - d r i n k i s b y n o m e a n s a l l w e h a v e i n a b u n d a n c e t o

s h a r e w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e w o r l d ! W e h a v e t h e G o o d N e w s o f O n e w h o c a m e d e c l a r i n g , " I

h a v e c o m e t h a t v o u m a v h a v e l i f e , a n d m a v h a v e i t a b u n d a n t 1 v . " I w a s o n c e g e t t i n g

i n t o m y j e e p t o t r a v e l o u t t o v i s i t r u r a l c h u r c h e s i n K o r e a w h e n a p a s t o r a n d e l d e r

f r o m a d i s t a n t c h u r c h r a n u p b r e a t h l e s s l y t o r e p o r t t h a t d i s a s t e r h a d s t r u c k n e a r

t h e i r h o m e . A m i d - n i g h t c l o u d - b u r s t h a d s e n t t o r r e n t s r o a r i n g d o w n a s t e e p m o u n t a i n

v a l l e y , b u r s t i n g a n i r r i g a t i o n d a m a n d s e n d i n g a w a l l o f w a t e r t o w i p e o u t t h e v i l l a g e
b e l o w . S c o r e s h a d b e e n k i l l e d a n d t h e s u r v i v o r s h a d l o s t e v e r y t h i n g - Q u i c k l y

g a t h e r i n g s e v e r a l C h r i s t i a n f r i e n d s a n d p i l i n g s o m e f o o d , c l o t h i n g , a n d m o n e y i n t o t h e

j e e p , w e r u s h e d t o t h e s c e n e . L i t t l e w a s l e f t o f h o u s e s b u i l t o f m u d a n d fl i m s y
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st icks and straw except a soggy mess from which bodies were st i l l being dug. As often

happens unexpected ly in miss ionary l i fe , God gave us the respons ib i l i t y as Chr is t ians
t o m i n i s t e r i n t h e m i d s t o f t h a t h u m a n t r a g e d y . T h e e v a n g e l i s t o f t h e l i t t l e p i o n e e r

church was k i l led, but h is pregnant wi fe was miraculously washed up down-stream. We
r u s h e d h e r t o t h e m i s s i o n h o s p i t a l w h e r e s h e a n d t h e b a b y s u r v i v e d . W e s a w h e r

s e v e r a l w e e k s a g o . . . s h e i s n o w h a p p i l y r e m a r r i e d a n d t h a t b a b y i s n o w a m i n i s t e r.
L a t e r w e d r o v e t o t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e m o u n t a i n w h e r e t h e s a m e fl o o d a l o n g a n e v e n

l a r g e r s t r e a m h a d d e s t r o y e d t h i r t y h o m e s . B u t n o o n e w a s i n j u r e d o r k i l l e d . W h y ?
B e c a u s e t h e t o w n m a y o r a n d p o l i c e - c h i e f h e a r d t h a t s a m e r a i n f a l l i n g , r e a l i z e d t h e

danger, went from house to house sounding the warning.. .even beating with st icks those
o n e s r e l u c t a n t t o l e a v e t h e i r h o m e s . I n t h e fi r s t v i l l a g e r a i n h a d f a l l e n f o r s e v e r a l

h o u r s b e f o r e t h e d i s a s t e r , l o w h i l l s n e a r b y o f f e r e d s a n c t u a r y , b u t n o o n e a s s u m e d

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o s o u n d a n a l a r m a n d a b o u t 8 5 p e o p l e d i e d . I n t h e s e c o n d , w a r n i n g b y
t w o m e n s a v e d e v e r y o n e . W e A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s a r e i n t h e s a m e p o s i t i o n . O u r

s i l e n c e o r o u r s p o k e n w o r d c a n m a k e a l l t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n d e a t h o r l i f e .

O u t t h e r e i s a v a s t n e e d y , s u f f e r i n g , h u n g r y , d i s e a s e d , p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n w o r l d .

Te l e v i s i o n h a s b r o u g h t u s p i c t u r e s o f r e f u g e e s , o f f a m i n e s , o f u n i m a g i n a b l e s u f f e r i n g

o n a h u g e s c a l e i n m a n y p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d , a n d w e a s C h r i s t i a n s a r e u n d e r o b l i g a t i o n

t o s e e a n d a c c e p t t h i s c h a l l e n g e . W h e n d o s o w i t h t h e c o m p a s s i o n o f J e s u s ,

people are persuaded to acctp^Him too. For He saw not only physical need but the
d e e p e r n e e d s o f a l l m e n t o h e a r o f s a l v a t i o n t h r o u g h H i m s e l f . H e c l a i m e d t o b e t h e
" w a t e r o f l i f e " t o q u e n c h t h e t h i r s t o f a l l w h o a c c e p t e d H i m . U n f o r t u n a t e l y T V c a n n o t

r e p o r t f o r u s t h e b i l l i o n s w h o a r e t h i r s t i n g a n d s t a r v i n g s p i r i t u a l l y w i t h o u t t h e
S a v i o r w h o a l o n e c a n m e e t t h a t n e e d .

W h e t h e r i t ' s s a t i s f y i n g a p a r c h i n g t h i r s t f o r a c o o l d r i n k , o r s o u n d i n g a w a r n i n g t h a t

d i s a s t e r i s o n t h e w a y . . . w h e r e t h e r e i s g r e a t n e e d u r g e n t a c t i o n i s r e q u i r e d . A n d

t h a t ' s w h a t C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n s i s a l l a b o u t . I t b e g i n s w i t h t h e a s s u r a n c e o f a

p o s s e s s i o n s o p r e c i o u s t h a t i t i s e s s e n t i a l f o r a l l t h e w o r l d t o h a v e i t t o o o r

p e r i s h . I f J e s u s m e a n s a n y t h i n g t o u s , i f t h e s a l v a t i o n a n d l i f e w e h a v e i n H i m h a s

b r o u g h t j o y a n d m e a n i n g i n t o o u r l i v e s , i f o u r h o p e f o r e t e r n i t y r e s t s o n w h a t H i s
d e a t h a n d r e s u r r e c t i o n m e a n f o r u s . . . t h e n w e h a v e s o m e t h i n g w e c a n n o t k e e p t o

o u r s e l v e s b u t m u s t p r o v i d e f o r a l l o t h e r s . I w a s o n c e v i s i t i n g a s t r i n g o f c h u r c h e s

a l o n g t h e w e s t c o a s t o f K o r e a t o c h e c k o n t h e i r c o n d i t i o n a n d e n c o u r a g e t h e i r l e a d e r s
w h e n i t b e g a n t o s n o w a n d t h e p o l i c e t u r n e d u s b a c k f r o m r e a c h i n g t h e l a s t p l a c e

s a y i n g t h e r o a d w a s i m p a s s a b l e e v e n f o r o u r ^ - w h e e l d r i v e L a n d R o v e r. O n t h e w a y h o m e
w e h e a r d t h a t t h e S u n d a y S c h o o l t e a c h e r s f r o m c h u r c h e s i n t h a t d i s t r i c t , v i r t u a l l y a l l

o f w h o m w e r e y o u n g p e o p l e i n t h e i r t e e n s a n d e a r l y t w e n t i e s , w e r e h a v i n g t h e i r m o n t h l y
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meeting at a small church. Getting out into the blinding blizzard and trudging through
foot-deep snow, we heard singing. Opening the church door we found it full of young
people, sitting on the floor, with no heat at all in the building, but singing at the
t o p o f t h e i r v o i c e s . . .

I 'd ra ther have Jesus than s i lver or go ld ,
I 'd rather be His than have r iches unto ld;

I 'd rather have Jesus than world-wide fame,
I 'd rather be true to His holy name.

Enthusiastic young people like these, over-joyed with what Jesus means to them, have
not only spear-headed the tremendous growth of the Christian church in their own land,
but many of them have gone out as missionaries to other lands with that joyful
message. And if Christ is for us seated here our most precious possession, how can we
w i t h h o l d H i m f r o m t h o s e w h o n e v e r h e a r d o f H i m ?

A little over 3 years ago, shortly before we retired from our work in Korea, a group
of university students came to see me, and told about the mission work they were doing
as members of an organization called DSM. I didn't know what that meant until they
explained that it stood for "Debtors to the Savior Mission." They felt they owed so
much t o Jesus as t he i r Sav io r t ha t t hey shou ld repay t he i r deb t i n se rv i ce t o H im .
Soon afterwards I visited the remote village where they were working in the most
backward and difficult part of our province and where there was no church. They
showed me a delapidated old house ̂ here they had fixed up a small room and had begun
to ho ld a Sunday Schoo l fo r ch i ld ren and s imp le se rv ices fo r adu l t s . These s tuden ts
at their own expense carried on this project, travelling many hours by bus on rough
r o a d s e v e r y w e e k - e n d a n d o n v a c a t i o n t o t e l l t h e g o o d n e w s o f J e s u s t o t h e s e

v i l lagers . Just about a month ago we again went to that v i l lage, and found that as a
resu l t o f the miss ion o f those "debtors to the Sav ior " a church bu i ld ing is now under
construction and a seminary student is providing leadership. Those young people are
what missionaries are made of...willing to sacrfice, willing to put up with hardship,
w i l l i n g t o g o t o t o u g h t p l a c e s w h e r e t h e L o r d l e a d s t h e m f o r w i t n e s s a n d s e r v i c e .

M o s t o f t h e g r e a t m i s s i o n a r y m o v e m e n t s h a v e b e e n i n i t i a t e d b y y o u n g p e o p l e . I t s

origin in America is attributed to a gathering of some students at Williams College in
M a s s a c h u s e t t s w h o w e r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e n e e d s o f t h e w o r l d f o r J e s u s C h r i s t a n d

we re i n t he hab i t o f mee t i ng f o r p raye r ou tdoo rs . Caugh t one a f t e rnoon i n a heavy

thunderstorm, they took re fuge in a haystack where they he ld a prayer meet ing. As a
resul t o f th is famous "Haystack prayer-meet ing" they p ledged themselves to serv ice as
m i s s i o n a r i e s . T h e m o v e m e n t s p r e a d a n d r e s u l t e d i n 1 9 1 0 i n t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e fi r s t

m i s s i o n a r y s o c i e t y i n A m e r i c a w h i c h s e n t A d o n i r a m J u d s o n t o I n d i a a n d B u r m a a n d o t h e r s



to various lands. It seems as though in every generation or so God has a way of
lifting the sights of His people, especially the youth, to the needs of the world and ^
s e n d i n g o u t a n e w w a v e o f w i t n e s s e s t o H i s p o w e r a n d l o v e . -

My wife and I rode such a wave. At the end of World War II much of the world was in
shambles, yet in many areas there was an openness which invited those ready to venture

> out te—help'. Some who had been in military service in distant lands had seen the
needs and wanted to help. During that decade after the war large numbers went under
the auspices of var ious churches and missionary societ ies. Thousands of young people
a t c o n f e r e n c e s w e r e c h a l l e n g e d a n d i n s p i r e d t o v o l u n t e e r . H e r e i n M o n t r e a t w h e n

c e r e m o n i e s t o c o m m i s s i o n s c o r e s o f n e w m i s s i o n a r i e s w e r e h e l d , t h e p a r k i n g l o t s

o v e r fl o w e d w i t h c h a r t e r b u s s e s b r i n g i n g c r o w d s o f y o u n g p e o p l e s c r a m b l i n g t o g e t s e a t s

i n o r d e r t o w i t n e s s t h e s e n d - o f f o f t h e i r t h e i r f r i e n d s t o t h e c o r n e r s o f t h e g l o b e .

W e w e r e p r i v i l e g e d t o b e a p a r t o f t h e p o s t - w a r g e n e r a t i o n o f m i s s i o n e f f o r t w h i c h h a s

b e e n s o f r u i t f u l .

W e b o t h h a d c o m e f r o m m i s s i o n a r y f a m i 1 i e s . . . m y w i f e w a s b o r n i n Z a i r e a n d I i n K o r e a

s o t h e m i s s i o n a r y c h a l l e n g e c a m e t o u s n a t u r a l l y a n d s o m e w h a t d i f f e r e n t l y f r o m m o s t .

O n e e v e n i n g i n t h e f a l l o f 1 9 ^ 8 w e f o u n d o u r s e l v e s i n C h o n j u , K o r e a , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y

d iscovered someth ing God had for us to do. Before breakfast the next morn ing I was
s u m m o n e d t o t h e d o o r t o m e e t a n e l d e r l y K o r e a n g e n t l e m a n d r e s s e d i n a l o n g w h i t e r o b e .

W i t h s o m e d i f fi c u l t y I m a d e o u t t h i s e l d e r ' s r e q u e s t : " O u r p a s t o r i s l e a v i n g , w i l l

you take cha rge o f ou r chu rch un t i l we ge t ano the r? " I t o l d h im tha t I was no t ye t
author ized for tha t , and my language was not up to i t anyway. . .bu t s ince he was my
fi rs t v i s i t o r, I wou ld a t t end h i s chu rch ou r fi r s t Sunday. I d i d so , and was p romp t l y
made choir d i rector which I could handle wi th my l imi ted language. The choir members
were a lmos t en t i re l y h igh schoo l k ids . . . and in a day when the re was no da t ing , and

boys and g i r l s d i d no t m i x soc ia l l y a t a l l . . . cho i r p rac t i ce was a lways we l l a t t ended !
Today those same young people are elders and deacons and ministers...a happy result to
m y fi r s t m i s s i o n a r y t a s k !

F i v e m o n t h s l a t e r w h e n I w a s r e c e i v e d b y t h e K o r e a n P r e s b y t e r y, i t w a s a n n o u n c e d t h a t

I w a s t o h e l p d e v e l o p n e w c h u r c h e s i n a t h r e e - c o u n t y a r e a . W h e n I w e n t h o m e t o l u n c h

a n o t h e r c a l l e r a p p e a r e d . H e i n t r o d u c e d h i m s e l f a s D e a c o n K i m , w h o s a i d , " I s t a r t e d

an orphanage in a certain city, but when my father died, I was called back to my home

v i l l a g e t o m a n a g e h i s a f f a i r s . T h e r e w a s n o c h u r c h f o r h u n d r e d s o f p e o p l e l i v i n g
n e a r b y , s o I b u i l t a h o m e w i t h a l a r g e r o o m w h e r e w e c o u l d h o l d s e r v i c e s . B e c a u s e I
w a n t t o s e r v e t h e L o r d b e t t e r , I h a v e e n t e r e d s e m i n a r y a n d o f fi c e r s f r o m a n o t h e r
c h u r c h h a v e b e e n c o n d u c t i n g w o r s h i p s e r v i c e s i n m y h o m e . N o w w e n e e d a f u l l - t i m e



evangelist, a church building, and Presbytery has appointed you to work in our area.
Now come and baptize our converts." Thus I began thê ^̂ iktfld̂of work I continued for 38
years. That first trip'̂  us ̂ ef̂ terrible roads in an old surplus US army jeep. The

A ,

vi l lage chi ldren who had never seen a jeep or an American swarmed al l over us as we
arr ived. Whi le examining new bel ievers for church membership in an adjo in ing room, I
cou ld hea r t he cong rega t i on p rac t i c i ng t he hymns t hey we re t o use . The re we re no

hymnals and they read the words copied on a large piece of newsprint. Here I made my
fi r s t a t t e m p t a t p r e a c h i n g i n t h e K o r e a n l a n g u a g e , b a p t i z e d t h e fi r s t m e m b e r s , h e l d a

p o w - w o w a b o u t h o w t o s e c u r e a r e g u l a r l e a d e r , a n d a n e w c h u r c h w a s b o r n . F i f t e e n
m o n t h s l a t e r t h e K o r e a n W a r b e g a n , a n d t h e N o r t h K o r e a n c o m m u n i s t a r m y s w e p t o v e r

S o u t h K o r e a . O u r f a m i l y w a s f o r c e d t o r e t u r n t o t h e S t a t e s , b u t t h e n e x t y e a r I

r e t u r n e d t o K o r e a a l o n e . W h a t h a d h a p p e n e d t o t h e l i t t l e c h u r c h a t T u a m ? D e a c o n K i m

c a m e t o r e p o r t . " I w a s a w a y i n s e m i n a r y w h e n t h e c o m m u n i s t s c a m e t o o u r v i l l a g e a n d

k i l l e d a b o u t 5 0 b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e C h r i s t i a n s . . . m o s t o f t h e m m e m b e r s o f m y f a m i l y . W e

s u r v i v o r s w o r s h i p t e m p o r a r i l y i n a v i l l a g e a n h o u r ' s w a l k a w a y , b u t o u r o w n c h u r c h i s

w iped ou t . " Tha t was the s to ry a l l ove r Ko rea i n those te r r i b le days , bu t now the re
i s a fl o u r i s h i n g c h u r c h i n T u a m a n d t h e t r e m e n d o u s g r o w t h o f c h u r c h e s a l l o v e r K o r e a

h a s a s t o n i s h e d t h e

Our 38 years in K^r^ until retirement were full of calls to assist in the starting of
n e w c h u r c h e s . D u r i n g o u r r e c e n t v i s i t , w e s a w t h a t n e w c h u r c h s t a r t s c o n t i n u e

unabated and help is needed. Even in a land where some SO'/, of the people are now

Chr is t ian , the re a re ca l l s fo r m iss ionary he lp . No t a l l a re ca l led as I was to p reach
and he lp s tar t and organize^ new churches. . .as impor tant as that may s t i l l be. But to

be a Christian presence in a societ'y^ t̂i 11 largely pagan... teaching, healing,̂
m i n i s t e r i n g t o t h e p o o r a n d n e e d y, t r a i n i n g n a t i o n a l s f o r m i n i s t r y a m o n g t h e i r o w n
p e o p l e a n d f o r s e r v i c e a b r o a d . . . a l l t h e s e a r e c a l l s f o r C h r i s t i a n c o m p a s s i o n a n d
commun ica t ion o f ou r fa i th . I f t hese needs a re so u rgen t where the re i s a re la t i ve ly

s t rong Chr is t ian communi ty as in Korea, how much greater in many o ther lands! One
s t rong impress ion Amer i can t r ave l l e r s have i n t he res t o f t he wo r l d i s how you th fu l
t h e p o p u l a t i o n i s e l s e w h e r e . S u r p r i s i n g l y i n t h o s e t h r o n g s o f y o u n g p e o p l e i s a n

o p e n n e s s t o n e w i d e a s , n e w g o a l s , n e w l i f e - s t y l e s . H e r e i s a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o b e
c a p t u r e d b y A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n y o u n g p e o p l e .

M i s s i o n a r i e s o f t e n t u r n o u t t o b e " s t a r t e r s , " n o t o n l y o f c h u r c h e s b u t i n

revolutionizing whole societies. Nearly a century ago a woman physician^began a small
c l in i c in our c i t y in Korea . Now i t i s a g rea t med ica l cen te r ca r ing fo r thousands o f

pa t ien ts and comp le te l y run by Korean Chr i s t i ans . Ano the r l ady ga the red a few l i t t l e
g i r ls and taught them to read in the days when educat ion of g i r ls was unheard of . . . in



b

f a c t f r o w n e d u p o n . . . n o w i t i s a g r e a t i n s t i t u t i o n o f s o m e t h r e e t h o u s a n d g i r l s i n
m i d d l e a n d s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l a n d a j u n i o r c o l l e g e . . . a l l a d m i n i s t e r e d b y K o r e a n
C h r i s t i a n s . A n d s o a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d a s t h e y p r e a c h t h e G o s p e l o f s a v l a t i o n t h r o u g h

J e s u s C h r i s t , m i s s i o n a r i e s i n c o u n t l e s s w a y s a t t a c k p r o b l e m s o f s a n i t a t i o n , h e a l t h ,

c a r e o f t h e b l i n d , t h e d e a f , t h e w i d o w s , t h e o r p h a n s , s t a t u s o f w o m e n , e c o n o m i c

r e f o r m , h u m a n r i g h t s o f a l l k i n d s . R e t i r e d m i s s i o n a r i e s l i k e o u r s e l v e s l o o k b a c k
with satisfaction and joy at how the Lord blessed our efforts, bu^perhaps more than
a n y o n e e l s e w e k n o w t h e j o b i s f a r f r o m d o n e , a n d l e a d i n g t h e p e o p l e s o f t h e w o r l d t o
the One wKo is the Living Water which, if a person drinks, he shall never thirst must
now be carried on by a new generation^ u

Many years ago a m iss ionary lady spen t a week in a d is tan t v i l l age in Korea where
there was a small new church. She was there to teach the Bible and the Christ ian way
of l i fe to the women, most of whom were desperately poor and i l l i terate. Next door to
t h e c h u r c h i n t h e l a r g e s t h o m e i n t h e v i l l a g e l i v e d a v i l l a g e p a t r i a r c h . H e w a s a

dignified gentleman with a long white beard, always immaculately dressed in his
s p o t l e s s l y w h i t e r o b e s . T h e r a t h e r e l d e r l y l a y - e v a n g e l i s t p a s t o r i n g t h e c h u r c h h a d
been taken by the Japanese to a South Sea island during World War II as a laborer, and
when the American army took the island, he had been befriended by American soldiers
who called him "Pop." Thinking that this was the proper English term for an old man,
the evangelist called his neighbor "Pop." Although "Pop" was not a Christian himself,
he graciously provided a room for the missionary and the Korean lady who worked with
her. Daily they held Bible classes in the little church packed with women, many of
whom had babies or little children with them. Men were not invited, but each night
"Pop" came and sat quietly in the back corner of the church. On the last night at the
close of the service, "Pop" suddenly stood up with all the dignity of an Oriental
gentleman, and said, "I have something to say. Each night I have come to listen to
what this lady says. I have been to Chunju where she lives in a good brick house
where I know there are many fine furnishings. I have seen pictures of her homeland of
America and know that her home and life there would be even better. If a person like
this can leave all the wonderful things in America, come across the great ocean and to
our humble village and put up with our poor homes, learn our language, eat our food,
and endure the dirt and flies...just to tell us about this Jesus who is so important
to her, then I too want to learn about Him and bel ieve in Him." And "Pop" did
t o o . . . a n d l i v e d m o r e t h a n 3 0 y e a r s t h e r e a f t e r a s a f a i t h f u l C h r i s t i a n . T h a t

missionary was just an ordinary person. She never really mastered the Korean language
very well. But her life, her presence, her willingness to identify with those people
in order to make Christ known...gave her an impact drawing others to her Savior. To
me she exemplified what God Himself did...when He came to this world in the person of



His Son, identified with us in our need,
eternal life. There is no substitute for
yourselves and make it possible for others
following the example of Christ Himself.
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and gave His life for us that we might have
the giving of a life...and when you give
to give themselves as missionaries, you are



M i s s i o n t o C h e j u
y

Scripture ReaTl'ing; Rev. 1:12-20
' V '

Text: "I saw seven golden lampstands; and in the middle of the lampstands one
l i k e a s o n o f m a n . . . a n d i n H i s r i g h t h a n d H e h e l d s e v e n s t a r s ; a n d o u t o f H i s
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword." Rev. 1, parts of 12,13,16.

Wha t we re t he mos t d rama t i c momen ts du r i ng a mon th on Che ju I s l and? Was i t s t and
ing in an open field at Klak,=a2Uia=Jli> site of a new church, when Dot spied a dea
con with a very al ive, fu l l -grown cheeney crawl ing around among his fingers, a
plaything laughingly discarded at her insistence when he OQt into our car? Wasit the morning we took a fishing boat from Upper Chuia Is(a3lnd to Lower Chuja and
found that the only way to disembark at Mook-ni was to walk a 20ft. long 12 in.
wide plank laid precatiously between concrete pier and boat which bobbed up and
down and sideways at an average 30* decline from the boat with open water and
n a s t y r o c k s b e l o w ?

Cheju is posiibly the most fascinating part of Korea, with a sub-culture all its
own, a h is to ry reflec t ing the c ross-cur ren ts o f m igra t ions o f pas t ages , and the
beauty of a natura l wonder land. Usual ly mi ld and sunny, her weather is l ike the
l i t t l e g i r l w i t h a c u r l r i g h t i n t h e m i d d l e o f h e r f o r e h e a d . . . w h e n i t ' s g o o d ^
i t ' s v e r y v e r y g o o d ; b u t w h e n i t ' s b a d i t ' s h o r r i d ! T r a d i t i o n a l l y i t b o a s t g o f
3 things in abundance: Wind, rocks and women, and 3 it lacks; thieves, beggars,
and ga tes . The ex t inc t vo lcano , Ha l la Ran, r i s ing over 6000 f t . i n the cen te r
of the island dominates everything, and part of our time/fwas covered with snow.
Two paved highways loop across the east and west shoulders, affording magnificent
scenery, gl impses of much of the 1700 var iet ies of flora and fauna indigenous
t o C h e j u , a n d q u i c k t r a n s i t n o r t h a n d s o u t h . A 1 0 0 - m i l e h i g h w a y c i r c l e s t h e
c o a s t a n d v i r t u a l l y a l l t o w n s a r e a l o n g i t . L i k e a p o k - m a r k e d m o o n s c a p e , 3 6 0
s m a l l s a t e l i t e v o l c a n o e s , o f t e n w i t h c r a t e r s , w e r e c r e a t e d w h e r e s u b t e r r a n e a n
m a t t e r o o z e d o u t w h e n H a l l a S a n w a s l a s t a c t i v e i n 1 2 0 7 . C h e j u s e e m s c o v e r e d
w i t h l a v a . . . u s e d t o b u i l d h o u s e s a n d t h e e n d l e s s i n t r i c a t e w a l l s s u r r o u n d i n g
e v e r y fi e l d a n d m a k i n g u n p a v e d r o a d s m u r d e r o u s o n s h o e s a n d t i r e s . To u r i s m i s
t h e b i g i n d u s t r y , b u t a s t r o n g e c o n o m y i s b u i l t o n fi s h i n g , c a t t l e a n d p o n i e s .
immense fields of carrots. cabbage. sweet potatoes, mustard- l ike gape, and par
t i c u l a r l y t a n g e r i n e s w i t h o r c h a r d s n e s t l e d d o w n b e t w e e n l a v a w a l l s a n d J a p a n e s e
c e d a r w i n d b r e a k s . W e s t o f S u h - g i - p o p i n e a p p l e g r o w i n g i s a m a j o r i n d u s t r y.
W h i l e a l l t h i s l o o k s l i k e a H a r d e n o f E d e n p a r a d i s e , w e f e l t t h a t e v e r y o n e i s
e x t r e m e l y h a r d w o r k i n g , e s p e c i a l l y t h e w o m e n , e v e n i n v i l e w e a t h e r .

L i t t l e i s k n o w n o f t h e a n c i e n t h i s t o r y o f C h e j u , k n o w n b y o t h e r n a m e s s u c h a s
Ta r n l a a n d i n m y b o y h o o d a s O u e d o a r t . F r e n c h f o r " W h e r e ' s t h i s ? " C h e j u m e a n s l i t
e r a l l y " m h a t - p l a c e o v e r t - . h p r e . " A p p a r e n t l y b e f o r e p o l a r i s fi z c a p s m e l t e d , C h e j u ,
J a p a n , O k i n a w a , a n d Ta i w a n w e r e j o i n e d t o t h e A s i a l a n d m a s s a n d b e c a m e i s l a n d s
w i t h t h e r i s i n g o f t h e s e a s . M v t h t e l l s o f h e r f o u n d i n g b y Ya n g . K o a n d B o o w h o
r o s e f r o m h o l e s i n t h e g r o u n d i n C h e j u C i t y , a n d i t i s c l a i m e d r e l i c s o f 2 5 , 0 0 0
y e a r o l d s t o n e - a g e c u l t u r e a r e . f o u n d i n c a v e s . M o s t l y i n d e p e n d e n t u n t i l a b o u t
1 0 0 0 A D . s h e t h e n i n t e r m i t t e n t l y g a v e a l l e g i a n c e t o v a r i o u s m a i n l a n d k i n g d o m s ,
w h o r e w a r d e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n s . . . i n t e r e s t i n g l y t h e g o v e r n o r w a s k n o w n a s
a " m o k - s a . " 1 3 t h C e n t a r v M o n g o l h o r d e s i n v a d e d K o r v o o n t h e m a i n l a n d , b u t K o r e a n
r e b e l s w h o o b j e c t e d t o t h e K o r y o k i n g b e c o m i n g a M o n g o l v a s s a l fl e d f r o m t h e
c a p i t a l o n K a n g w h a I s l a n d , t o C h i n d o , a n d t h e n t o C h e j u w i t h t h e i r g o v e r n m e n t
c e n t e r e d i n a f o r t r e s s w e v i s i t e d j u s t e a s t o f C h e j u C i t y . B u t t h e M o n g o l s f o l
lowed and unimaginable fgrocious f|^hting ensued by which they subdued the pa
triots and then ferutuallv ruled^ u^ng the island as a base in futile attmmpts
t o i n v a d e J a p a n . 2 5 . 8 0 0 2 1 t t o o p B i T C a f a i e e f i ^ m r ^ t h e r m a i t t & a h d T ' f e e M b e t a f l e n © h e j t l o a B l . p h e
M o n g o l r e c r u m b l e d . I n 1 6 5 3 t h e D u t c h s h i p S p a r r o w H a w k w a s w r e c k e d n e a r
M o s u l p o . M a n y J a p a n e s e l i v e d h e r e d u r i n g t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n , a n d n e a r t h e e n d o f
Wo r l d Wa r I I m o v e d i n h e a v y t r o o p c o n c e n t r a t i o n s e x p e c t i n g M c A r t h u r t o i n v a d e .
E a r l y i n 1 9 4 8 b i t t e r a n d b l o o d y fi g h t i n g t o o k p l a c e b e t w e e n c o m n u m i s t i n s u r g e n t s

X
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and o ther c i t i zens , dark days Che ju wou ld l i ke to fo rge t . Thus Che ju - i tes car ry
the l i)od of Mongols. Japanese. South~sea islanders, Dutchmen. and other strains
f r om the l y t r t o f As i a , a f f ec t i ng t he i r l anguage , cu l t u re , and re l i g i on .

Out of this past come superstition, shamanism, and Buddhism compounded and em
bellished, providing more sheer "heathenism" thAn anywhere we have seen in Korea.Small Buddhist tempXeg are everywhere. Bnddh^t influence is strong, partially
because it has incorporated local shamism and spirit-worgh^ to become more ac
ceptable to the people. Weird format-inng of rock,'^l&aves^'"ISR&lent trees, etc.
a r e o b j e c t s o f w o r s h i p . 1 8 , 0 0 0 d i f f e r e n t s p i r i t s a r e s a i d t o i n h a b i t t h e s e p l a
ces , w i th TO or ma in gods o f the underwor ld , cons idered bas ica l l y more ev i l
than good . Hundreds o f p rac t i c ing shamans a re in te rmed ia r ies w i th th i s sp i r i t -
wor ld , o f ten per fo rming the "koo t "^ . .a ceremony to p laca te sp i r i t s and insure
good for tune. Fishermen the wor ld over are supersi t ious, and those of Cheju areno exception as they pefform their rites to implore good fishing an<^^6mm± on
rough seas. Hundreds of women who dive for highly pr ized exot ic sea-creatures
a long the craggy coasts are devout sp i r i t worsh ippers . We v is i ted one in land
village where the evangelist told how his neighbors worship snakes...when they
see one in the road they fal l down and worship it r ight there, and then have a
" k o o t " w h i c h i s u s u a l l y v e r y e x p e n s i v e .

I n t h i s a t m o s p h e r e l i v e s t h e C h u r c h o f E l h e i u . C a t h o l i c s h a v e b e e n a t w o r k a l
mos t a cen tu ry, the i r fi rs t represen ta t i ves hav ing touched the i s land in 1845 .
As late as 1901 5QQ~600 of them were killed. Today they have a fairly strong
presence and the i r l ivestock and woAlen pro jects at Hal l im are wel l known. Prot
estant work began in 1907 when the first al l -Korea Presbytery was organized in
jByeng-yang, the first 7 Korean ministers ordained, and one of them, Pev. Lee Ki-
poong. sent as their first missionary to Cheju where no Protestant work had ever
been done. "He met intense opposition to his message. No one wanted to take him
in and he was forced to sleep out on the hillside. A band of young men swore
t h a t t h e y w o u l d n e i t h e r e a t n o r d r i n k u n t i l t h e y h a d k i l l e d h i m . " ( C l a r k ) . Ye t
he survived and planted churches, some of which we visited. One is Sung-an,
largest church on the island, where we attended two ral l ies held by the men's
missionary movement of Korea when renowned speakers and TV-screen stars spoke
a n d g a v e t h e i r t e s t i m o n i e s t o a p a c k e d h o u s e . A l a s a n o t h e r c h u r c h a t K u m - s u n a
has about 20 members and is but a flickering l ight in a vi l lage of 1500 people.
Foreign missionary participation has been sporadic except for the notable 15-year
l a b o r s o f K e n n e t h B o y e r w h o e s t a b l i s h e d t h e C h e i u C h r i s t i a n C e n t e r , n o w t h e f o c a l
point of Presbytery act iv i ty. We met a surprising number of people who had been
ministered to at the Presbvterian Medical Center in Chunju. We were the only
P r r > t t » s r a n t m l s a - i n n a r i a s o n t h e i s l a n d .

Church growf^vtook a tremendous leap during the Korean War when North Korean Chris
t ian refugees planted churches wherever they sett led. Commendable as this was,
in most cases when the war ended they moved to Seoul or Pusan, leaving small
church buildings and a handfull of new Christians unable to support an# evangel
is t . Many cont inue to bare ly ex is t today, creat ing an immense burden for the
Presbytery. A second feature of church life in Cheju is its two distinct "peopled
grPHPS." One consists of mainlanders cnming in recent years and concentrated in
Cheju City and Su-gi-po. They are engaged in tourism, tangerine growing, and
o ther ma jo r bus inesses and fi l l t he la rge churches . The i r pas to rs a re a l l f rom
the main land. Vi r tua l ly a l l recent membership growth is among th is group of main-
l a n d e r s . T h e o t h e r p e o p l e s ' g r o u p a r e t h e o r i g i n a l i s l a n d e r s f o u n d i n a l m o s t a l l
o ther churches . The i r pas tors and evange l is ts a re most ly i s landers and su f fe r
f rom iso la t ion , d i fficu l ty o f secur ing an educat ion . poor suppor t due to weakness
o f t h e i r c o n g r e g a t i o n s , a n d o f c o u r s e t h e s p i r i t u a l s h a l l o w n e s s a n d r o c k y n a t u r e
of the so i l where they sow the Cospel -seed. . .very s imi lar to the phys ica l nature
o f C h e j u i t s e l f . C o u p l e d w i t h t h e s e p r o b l e m s a r e t h e s t r o n g p a g a n b e l i e f s , a n d
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n o w i n c r e a s i n g l y t h e l u r e o f m a t e :
i n t o u r i s m , t a n g e r i n e s , a n d fi s h .

j s m a c c e n t u a t e d b y t h e b i g m o n e y i n v o l v e d

C h e j u P r i a s b v t e r v i s a n a c t i v e , w e l l - o r g a n i z e d , c o o p e r a t i v e b o d y, d e s p i t e i t s t w o
d i s t i n c t t y p e s o f m e m b e r s . W e d i s c o v e r e d n o r e s S t l t i n g l a c k o f h a r m o n v. a l t h o u g h
o u r v i s i t m a y h a v e b e e n t o o s h o r t a n d s e l e c t i v e t o d e t e c t t h i s . A w e l l - m a n a g e d
o f fi c e i n t h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t e r i s a n a t u r a l m e e t i n g p l a c e , c o m m u n i c a t i o n - p o i n t ,
a n d u n i f y i n g f a c t o r . A p r o g r a m w h e r e b y a l l c h u r c h e s c o n t r i b u t e 5 % o f t h e i r b u d
g e t s f o r P r e s b y t e r y w o r k s e e m s t o b e w o r k i n g s u c c e s s f u l l y, a l t h o u g h n o t 1 0 0 %
u p t o e x p e c t a t i o n s . W i t h t h e s e f u n d s t h e y c u r r e n t l y s p e n d 4 0 0 . 0 0 0 p e r m o n t h o n
evangel ist ic projects, operate a smal l but wel l -run'Bible Inst i tute. finance
t h e c e n t r a l o f fi c e a n d p a y D e a c o n H a n ( t h e o f fi c e m a n a g e r a n d c a r e t a k e r o f t h e
property). Last year they bought a conference center near Suh-gi-po which some
h o w w e f a i l e d t o v i s i t . A l l t h e s e e x p e n s e s a r e b o r n e i n l a r g e p a r t b y t h e d o z e n
o r s o m a j o r c h u r c h e s .

O u t o f a p o p u l a t i o n o f 4 5 0 . 0 0 0 . 3 0 . 0 0 0 a r e C h r i s t i a n , m o s t l y P r e s b y t e r i a n , b u t
o n l y a b o u t 2 % a r e b a p t i z e d . I n a d d i t i o n t o 7 1 c h u r c h e s o f fi c i a l l y l i s t e d i n
Che ju P resby te ry, t he re a re ^p laces i n va r i ous s tages o f ge t t i ng s ta r ted . One
i s i n N e w C h e i u C i t v. a w e s t w a r d e x t e n s i o n o f t h e o l d c i t y, u n d o u b t e d l y t h e m o s t
b e a u t i f u l p r o v i n c i a l c a p i t a l i n K o r e a , w i t h b r o a d p a v e d s t r e e t s , m a g n i fi c e n t
p u b i i a J j a i l d i M , h o t e l s , r o a t a u z a n t s , s t o r e s , a p a z ± z n e s £ _ h i i l i d i n g s , e t c . T h e
church meets fn rented upstairs office space. The Presbytery pays the evangel ist fS
but^'^wealthy brothers have provided building and equipment. The congr^ation issmall,largely students, but prospecta^aES good for a strong church ad^^nww people
m o v e i n t o N e w C h e j u e x p e c t e d t o r e a c h 1 0 0 . 0 0 0 s h o r t l v. A t t w o p l a c e s o n t h e
s o u t h w e s t , n e w c o n g r e g a t i o n s a r e m e e t i n g i n h o m e s , s t r o n g l y s p o n s o r e d b y n e a r b y
c h u r c h e s . O n t h e n o r t h - e a s t a n d i n l a n d , a f o u r t h h a s a n e w b u i l d i n g p u t u p b y
a n e n e r g e t i c N o r t h K o r e a n e v a n g e l i s t w h o c o m m u f t t e s b y t r a c t o r f r o m a c h u r c h a b o u t
7 m i l e s a w a y. I t i s r e a c h e d b y a n a w f u l r o a d w e t r a v e l l e d i n t h e d a r k , w o n d e r i n g
i f w e w o u l d e v e r g e t o u t a g a i n . We w e r e w a r m l y w e l c o m e d b y t h e f e w n e w b e l i e v e r s
t h e r e b u t l e f t w i t h s o m e d o u b t s a b o u t t h e f u t u r e o f a c h u r c h i n s u c h a s m a l l
i s o l a t e d v i l l a g e . T h e fi f t h n e w p l a c e i s i n a l a r g e v i l l a g e , s u p p l i e d b y a m a n
w h o w o r k s a n a d j a c e n t c h u r c h , b u t i t h a s a l m o s t n o m e m b e r s .

I n o n e w a y o r a n o t h e r w e v i s i t e d a b o u t 4 0 c h u r c h e s a n d h e l d s e r v i c e s i n i 5 n f
t h e m . S e v e r a l o f t h e s e w e r e a m o n g t h e l a r g e r c h u r c h e s , b u t m o s t o f t h e m a r e t r a
gically weak. Time and again we found villages with populations of 2500 tn 5000
w i t h o n l y o n e c h u r c h o f l e s s t h a n 1 0 m e m b e r s a n d a h a n d f u l i n S u n d a y S c h o o l . I n
s o m e c a s e s t h e w o r k e r i s c l e a r l y p o o r l y q u a l i fi e d , b u t m o s t a r e h a r d - w o r k i n g a n d
d e d i c a t e d m e n o r w o m e n u p a g a i n s t t r e m e n d o u s o d d s . W e f e l t t h a t i n s o m e c a s e s ,
r e m o v a l o f t h e c h u r c h t o a b e t t e r s i t e , o r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a v o u n a a n d v i g o r -
u s h e a d e r , w o u l d h e l p . M a n y B I s t u d e n t s c a r r y o n s u c h w o r k w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e s u c
c e s s . O u r l a s t S u n d a y n i g h t w e v i s i t e d To - d u n e a r w h e r e t h e C h e j u a i r p o r t e x
t e n s i o n i s i n p r o g r e s s . T h e y o u n g e v a n g e l i s t , a B I s t u d e n t , h a d h i s l i t t l e c h u r c h
c l e a n , n e a t , w e l l l i g h t e d , a n d b e f o r e t h e e v e n i n g w a s o v e r a s i z e a b l e g r o u p o f
e n t h u s i a s t i c y o u n c r p e o p l e .

O n e o f o u r h a p p i e s t e x p e r i e n c e s w a s a t C h u - k w a n g o n U p p e r C h u i a I s a l n d . 2 a n d 1 / 2
hou rs by boa t f r om Che ju whe re we spen t a Wednesday n igh t . B lessed w i t h smoo th
s a i l i n g a n d m a r v e l o u s w e a t h e r w e f o u n d a b e a u t i f u l i s l e i n t h e m i d d l e o f n o w h e r e
a n d t w o v i g o r o u s c h u r c h e s . W e p r e a c h e d t o a p a c k e d h o u s e a t t h e " L i g h t o f C h u i a "
C h u r c h W e d n e s d a y n i g h t . L a t e i n t h e a f t e r n o o n D o t u s e d B i b l e n i c t u r p s a n d t o l d
t h e i r s t o r y t o o v e r 1 0 0 S u n d a v S c h o o l k i d s w h o h a b i t u a l l y m e e t t h e n . A fi n e l i g w
b u i l d i n g , b a d l y n e e d e d , i s u n d e r c o n s t u r c t i o n , a n d t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e t h a t i t i s
m a k i n g a s t r o n g l o c a l i m p a c t . T h e m v u n - i a n g a n d v i c e m v u n - i a n o a r e d e a c o n a n d
e l d e r r e s p e c t i v e l y . A p p a r e n t l y w e w e r e t h e o n l y m i s s i o n a r i e s e v e r t o v i s i t , e x
cept R.K.Bobinson fprced by a storm to take shel^ter 25 years ago.
W e v i s i t e d , w h o s e b r a n d - n e w c a m p u s 5 m i l e s a b o v e C h e j u C i t y c o m -
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m a n d s a s p e c t a c u l a r v i e w o f t h e c i t y a n d c o a s t l i n e . T h e r e i s n o s t u d e n t w o r k e r ,
b u t C . C C a n d U B F h a v e g r o u p s , a n d t h e r e i s a l s o a s t r o n g e r i n t e r - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l
C h r i s t i a n g r o u p , p l u s s t u d e n t g r o u p s i n t h e m a j o r c i t y c h u r c h e s . W e s t o p p e d a t
t h e F a r E a s t e r n B r o a d c a s t i n g C o m p a n y t r a n s m i t t e r t o v i s i t i t s m a n a g e r . A l l p r o
g r a m m i n g i s t a p e d a n d s e n t f r o m S e o u l . I t b e a m s t h e C o s p e l i n K o r e a n . C h i n e s e ,
Jaaanese, and RussiBn all over the Par East. Replies have come from as far away
a s M o s c o w a n d S w e d e n . I h a v e a b o o k l e t r e c o r d i n g t h o s e r e p l i e s . O n e d a t e d D e c .
1 7 . 1 9 7 9 i s f r o m a K o r e a n i n S h a n g h a i w h o r e p o r t s t h a t a f e w w e e k s b e f o r e f o r
t h e fi r s t t i m e i n 3 0 y e a r s t h e K o r e a n c o n g r e g a t i o n m e t w i t h g r e a t j o y , t h a t h e
e x p e c t s s o o n t o h a v e a p e r m i t t o r e p p e n t h e i r c h u r c h , a n d t h a t m a n y C h i n e s e l i s t
e n t o P E B C p r o g r a m s . J u s t b e c a u s e t h i s m i n i s t r y i s n o t " o u r " w o r k i s n o e x c u s e
t o o m i t f e f r o m o u r u r a v e r s t h i s p r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h e G o o d N e w s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .

Mr. Pak Si-kvung preached one night at thefc^ouna-nak Church and later he arranged
t o v i s i t u s . H e w o r k s w i t h t h e c h u r c h y o u n g p e o p l e a n d c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s , b u t h i s
m a i n w o r k i s w i t h s e a m e n o n t h e d o c k s u n d e r t h e K o r e a n S e a m a n ' s M i s s i o n c h a i r e d
b y D r . H a n K v u n a - i i k . H i s h o m e i s Ta e g u ; h e i s a u n i v e r s i t y a n d s e m i n a r y g r a d u a t t
t o b e o r d a i n e d s o o n . H i s n ^ o t h e r i s a t t e n d i n g a K o r e a n S e m i n a r y i n N e w Y o r k C i t y ,
e x p e c t i n g n e x t y e a r t o r e t u r n t o J a p a n a t t h e a g e o f 6 6 t o b e g i n m i s s i o n a r y w o r k
sponso red by t he WOC o f t he Young -nak Chu rch i n Seou l . M r. Pak and h i s w i f e
p l a n t o g o t o F " 1 l e r S e m i n a r y n e x t y e a r t o p r e p a r e t o b e c o m e m i s s i o n a r i e s t o N e p a l
o r P a k i s t a n . H e n o w w o r k s w i t h t h e s e a m e n . a ^ h a r d a n d d i f fi c u l t l o t t o d e a l w i t h j
yet reports considerable success among Koreatpeamen and those of other national
i t i e s a s w e l l , i n c l u d i n g s o m e f r o m c o m m u n i s t c o u n t r i e s . O f c o u r s e n o n e a r e N o r t h
K o r e a n , b u t h e t o l d h o w s h i p s o f N e a r - e a s t o i l c o u n t r i e s s t o p a t I N c h u n a n d t h e n
s a i l o n t o Wa n s a n o r o t h e r N o r t h K o r e a n p o r t s w i t h s o m e o f t h e c r e w g i v e n B i b l e s
i n I n c h o n w h i c h a r e d e l i v e r e d i n N o r t h K o i r e a . M r . P a k a l s o w o r k e d w i t h t h e c r e w
o f t h e L o g o s w h i c h s t o p p e d a m o n t h i n C h e j u a n d w a s e n t h u s i a s t i c a b o u t t h e m i n i s
t r y o f t h e c r e w o f s o m e 4 0 n a t i o n a l i t i e s . E x c e l l e n t r a p p o r t w i t h l o c a l c i v i i
o f fi c i a l s i s fi r s t e s t a b l i s h e d , t e a m s f a n o u t f o r e v e r y k i n d o f e v a n g e l i s m , i n c l u
d i n g t h a t a m o n g p r i s o n e r s a n d s t u d e n t s , a n d a l l k i n d s o f c o u r s e s t o t r a i n l o c a l
l e a d e r s i n e v a n g e l i s m a r e h e l d o n b o a r d s h i p . H e t o l d o f h o w t h e L o g o s i s a l l o w e c
t o w o r k i n M u s l i m c o u n t r i e s a s a n " e d u c a t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n " p r o j e c t .

A n o t h e r h a p p y e v e n i n g w a s s p e n t o n t h e e a s t e r n t i p o f t h e i s l a n d a t 5 u n g - a a n - p o .
d o m i n a t e d b y t h e f a s c i n i n g v o l c a n i c c o n e b y t h e s e a c a l l e d 11 - c h o o 1 - b o n g t h e
m e s t s p e c t a c u l a r s i g h t - s e e i n g p l a c e w e f o u n d . E v a n g e l i s t S u h S i n - g i l i s a g r a d
uate of Soonejun and of our seminary in Seoul, a fr iend of many missionaries,
speaks excellent English, and has a very alive congregation with many young people
w h o r e c e i v e d u s w i t h e n t h u s i a m s . . . a n d q u i t e a f e a s t f o r s u p p e r . M r . a n d M r s . S u h
h a v e l o n g p l a n n e d t o g o a s m i s s i o n a r i e s a n d a r e l o o k i n g f o r w a y s t o g e t t o A f r i c a .

W E l e f t C h e j u k n o w i n g t h a t G o d i s v e r y m u c h a t w o r k t h e r e , d e s p i t e t h e d i f fi c u l
t i e s . I t w a s a p e r s o n a l s a t i s f a c t i o n t o s p e n d f u l l t i m e i n t h e w o r k f o r w h i c h
w e c a m e t o K o r e a w i t h n o d i s t r a c t i o n s o f c o m m i t t e e s o r b o a r d s o r r e p a i r s . T h i s
r e m o t e o u t P O S t o f t h e c h u r c h , n o w m a d e n e e r e r b y f a s t f e r r y, j e t p l a n e a n d t e l e
p h o n e , s o f u l l o f b e a u t y , c h a r m , a n d c u l t u r a l i n t e r e s t . . . w h e r e g o o d s o i l a n d
rocky are both in so much ev idence both phys ica l ly and sp i r i tua l ly. . . i s sure ly o f
c o n c e r n t o t h e L o r d o f t h e h a r v e s t t o w h o m w e s h o u l d p r a y f o r n e e d e d w o r k e r s .
F o r i n C h e j u , a s e l s e w h e r e t h r o u g h o u t H i s v a s t a n d g r o w A n g k i n g d o m . O n e " l i k e a
son o f man" s tands amid the seven go lden lampstands i . . .H is Church , dSnonst ra t *
H i s p r e s e n c e ; a n d i n H i s h a n d H e h o l d s t h e s e v e n s

who believes. Could the writer of these^^wSIMs have visited Cheju?
j"Sing, ye islands of the sea; Echo back, ye ocean caves;j Earth shall keep her jubilee; Jesus saves! Jesus saves!"



The Regions Beyond
\ l o :Scripture reading: II Cor.^^13-11 5 4 : l : ^ 3

Text :v 'our hope is that your growing fa i th wi l l mean the expansion of our sphere
of ac t ion, so that befXore long we sha l l be preach ing the gospel in the d is t r ic ts
[ r e g i o n s ] b e y o n d y o u " ( I I C o r . 1 0 : 1 5 - b - 1 6 a ) P h i l l i p s t r a n s l a t i o n .
" W e . s h a l l b e p r e a c h i n g t h e g o s u e l i n t h e r e g i o n s b e v n n d v n u " w a s a c o n s t a n t h o p e
a n d d r i v e w i t h i n P a u l . " T h e r e g i o n s b e v n n d " f a s c i n a t e d h i m b e c a u s e t h e y r e p r e
sented more people who needed to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. Paul could
never pass up the smell of tar and salt , the bustle and shouting along the wharves

"iwithout the yeam to travel somewhere. A Roman highway always invited him to yet
i.another city to plant a new church. How he would have enjoyed modern cars and
^jets! Kissenger would have trouble keeping up with him!

r

jTo the Cor in th ian church Pau l ' s words reflec ted the a t t i tude o f every t rue miss ion
• | a r y e v a n g e l i s t : " O u r h o i■P o u r . s p h e r e o f a c t i o n . ^
V r e g i o n s b e y o n d y o u . " A s

t h a t g r o w i n g f a i t h w i l l m e a n t h e e x p a n s i o n o f

Igre^gion■ j f ^ f o r w a r
that church grew in fai th, Paul expected i t to become a

e v a n g e l i s m o p e r a t i o n s i n t o t h e H e c o u l d e x p e c t
^l^this of a church in such a great commercial center, with ships plying all over the
î lknown world. He had already covered the Eastern Mediterrannean and there is con-2\.^siderable evidence that he pioneered into Spain and other parts of the Western
kil-tMediterranp^rrr^ Paul wanted to be a living, positive, answer to the rhetorical
j.^|ques^ohs he posed in Rom. 10:14-15: "Flow are men to call upon him in whom theyb e l i g y g d ? A h d h p w p y e t h e y t p h p l i e y p i n h i m p f w h n m t h fi y h ^ v e p p v e r
"trpard? And how are they to hear without a nrearher?"V JJellC'PA fHat" " i jex) \ VUltvtV^ TisoS Lc^J. Jv\4. telldVC yocv <^oel Y-:i iSe& "hiZSCji}

' we reca l l some h i s to r i ca l examp les o f how God has used men l i ke Pau l t o move

l-rtacros^Sv^rontiers into the "regions beyond." Each century has seen innumerablei^^men ana"-wQii^n, most of whose names are forgotten, who braved the perils of travel,
l^^the terrors^f- fierce barbarians some of whom were our own ancestors, and theJl'fuxy of cruel t.yi2nt^. .yet who steddily won for Christ the

N e a r t h e e n d o f t h e 6 t h c e n t u r y , t h e fi r s t c a r e f u l l y n l a n n e
the heathe n since the Apostle Paul was organized by PonF? G
belonged to an order founded by a monk named Benpdi rt who a

b e y o n d . "

t o c o n v e r t
' G r o a t . H e
'■q u n g m e n t obelonged to an order founded by a monk named Benedi rt who attracted/j^ung men tobe disciplined in sru^, mind and liady and fired with missionary zeaT. ^The monas

tic system was not wi thout faul ts to be sure, but the monaster ies were centers of
light and learn^ywhich kept alive the Christian faith during those terrible cen
turies known as the Dark Ages. Like more recent mission stations they provided
what e j i j ic^ ion, heal th care, agr icul tura l advice, sc ient ific study, and spir i tual
leadership was to be found in those days. But most of all, some became great
c e n t e r s o f m i s s i o n A i n fl u e n c e f r o m w h i c h m i s s i o n a r i e s w e r e s e n t o u t .

One day Gregory was waking through the Forum in Rome and was startled to see boys
whose white skjn and golden hair contrasted with his own swarthy coloring. They
w e r e o n s a l e a s s l a v e s . A s k i n g w h e r e t h e y w e r e f r o m , h e h e a r d : " F r o m B r i t a i n ; t h e
people there have fair complexions." "Are they heathen or Christian, and ho\\r do
you ca l l t he i r na t i on?" "Hea then . " was the answer, "and the i r na t i on i s o f t he
Angles." "Angles," sa id Gregory punning in Lat in , "They have angal faces and
should be fel low heirs with the angels. . . Their k ing is Ael la: they should be
taught to s ing A l le lu ia . . .The i r p rov ince is De i ra ; they must . ,be rescued de i ra De i
(from the wrath of God!" Gregory secured permission to go^'as'^a missionary to tne
Angles, but the Romans knowing his superb organizing gifts'^and goodness kept him
4 n . R o m e w h e r e - - h e - l a t e f ^ b e g a i n e p e p e y - ; c ; - ; r - ^ a t ' " •■ . - i c . v - ; i n j t s
T - " . : r . V : - »■» . 1 . s ^ r - . . • • • - . : ' • . " 1:■ ■ • ■ ' - . - . s .■ L , r r , : , r r ? i l l o r e ^ • r ■
But 'Gregory.could not forget the Angles. He bought and freed some of them in orde
t o g i v e t h e m a C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t i o n . I n 5 9 6 h e c h o s e a n o t h e r B e n e d i c t i n e m o n k
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named Aimistjjie (not the earlier bishop o£ Hippo) to lead a band of missionaries
to England. Would that all mission board executives were like Gregory who himseli
aspired to be a missionary! He instructed them to go to King Ethelbert of Kent,
just across the English channel from France. Ethelbert's wife was Bertha. the
Christian niece of the Christian Queen Brunhilde wife of the Prankish king of
Paris. She was marr ied to Ethelbert on condit ion that she have freedom to prac
tice her religion. In this she had the ministry of a Prankish bishop. It is re
markable throughout history how often royalty, and especially Christian wpmen a-
mong them, were instrumental in opening up the "regions beyond." IN a sense this
w a s t r u e h e r e i n K o r e a t o o . ' s t h c r i 4 .

Long before the missionary band reached far-away England, the hazards of travel,
t h e t e r r i f y i n g t a l e s o f t h e b r u t a l i t y o f p a g a n s i n E n g l a n d , a n d t h e d i f fi c u l t y
of learning the langaage of England...caused the missionary band to send Augustine
back to Gregory to ask permission to return home. Not the last time missionaries
have been tempted to g ive up in the face of a d i fficu l t language and other t r ia ls !
Gregory sen t back Augus t ine w i th a magn ificen t l e t te r say ing : " I t were be t te r
n o t t o b e g i n a g o o d w o r k t h a n t o b e g i n i t a n d t u r n b a c k f r o m i t . Y o u h a v e u n d e r
taken this work by the Lord's heln: carry it out with vigor and enthusiasm, know
i n g t h a t s u c h w o r x w i n s t h e g r e a t e r r e s u l t ! "

K i n g E t h e l b e r t a n d h i s c o u r t c a m e t o h e a r A u g u s t i n e p r e a c h . H e w a s o n e <
V i k i n g s w h o h a d r o o t e d o u t t h e o l d R o m a n g o d s a n d d e s t r o y e d t h e i r t e m p l e ;
p l a c e i n t r o d u c i n g t h e g o d s o f t h u n d e r a n d w a r w h o s e n a m e s a r e s t i l l f o u n <
w e e k - d a y n a m e s . . . W o d e n ' s - d a y. T h o r ' s - d a y. M o o n l d a y a n d S u n - d a y. A u g u s t i i
m a j e s t i c m a n , d i g n i fi e d a n d t o w a r r i n g a b o v e t h e o t h e r s a d v a n c e d w i t h h i s i
companions to meet the King, headed by a lofty silver cross. He pre-achec
W o r d o f L i f e t h r o u g h a n i n t e r p r e t e r . T h e K i n g i n v i t e d t h e m , t o h i s c a p i t ;
m a d e n o p r o m i s e s t o a c c e p t C h r i s t . B u t i n fl u e n c e d b y t h e s h e e r g o o d n e s smonks' lives as much as by the persuasion of Augustine's preaching, Ehfle:
that year took the step and was baptized. On Christmas day, 10,000 folk (
bert 's kingdom were baptized. Augustine did not tear down the pagan temj
Thor or Woden, but altered the buildings and consecrated them as churche;
d id pot abolTsh the o ld pagan fest iva ls but t ransformed them into Chr is t :
v ices . In the foundat ion o f the manastery he bu i l t a t Canterbury a re s t :
seen the stones from Ethelbert 's pagan temple.

August ine was not the on ly one fired wi th the miss ionary sp i r i t in thabout th_^^ same time an Irishman of princely birth named Columba (521-59
f o r t h e ^ r o c k y i s l a n d o f l o n a o f f t h e w e s t c o a s t o f S c o t l a n d . T h e r e h e
powerful a missionary training center as the world has ever seen, and
were trained and equipped to go as missionaries to Scotland and beyond
a n ^ a n d V i k i n g s h a d n e v e r p e n e t r a t e d t h e w a r l i k e P i c t s o f n o r t h e r n S c o
the i r fie rxe and i n to le ran t k i ng opened the ga tes o f h i s cap i t a l , I nve
Co lumba and soon the P i c t s we re won to t he f a i t h . Some o f Co lumba^s m
penetrated nor thern England, s teadi ly turn ing k ingdom af ter k ingdom to
These two streams of missionary influence, the Romans led by Augustine
led by Columba, were united at thjb historic synod of Whitby in 664 and
sent Theodore of Tarsus (birthp/al/ce of Paul) as the first Archbisliop o

t e r a . A -
7 ) s a i l e d

c r e a t e d a s
h u n d r e d s

T h e R o m -
t l a n d . B u t
r n e s s , t o
i s s i o n a r i e s

C h r i s t .
, t h e I r i s h

t h e P o p e
f C a n t e r b u n

Other vigorious Irishmen fanned out across northern Europe among peoples as bar
baric and savage as the natives of New Guinea. One of them was Winfrith. given
t h e n a m e B o n i f a c e b y w h i c h h e i s f a m o u s . H e h a d a n e x c e p t i o n a l k n o w l e d g e o f t h e
Bible and was gifted as a t^eacher and executive. Refusing advancement in England
h e s a i l e d a c r r p s t o w o r k a m o n g t h e w i l d ® p e o p l e a l o n g t h e c o a s t o f H o l l a n d , w h e r e
h e t o r e d o w n t h e t e m p l e s t o T h o r a n d Wo d e n , b u i l t w o o d e n c h a p e l s f o r t h e c o u n t r y
p e o p l e , a n d s e t u p w a y s i d e c h a p e l s f o r p r a y e r . O f f e r e d e a s i e r t a k k s , h e c r i e d ," N n . l o t m o g o a n i n n g t b o n a g a n G o r m a n t r i b e s ! " Tu c k i n g h i s m o n k ' s r o b e a r o u n d
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his waist for freedom in walking and with an ax^over his shoulder, he strode thruthe flrest pathrTrdm one tribe to another, pT-eaching into the heart of.Europe.
One day Boniface came upon a crowd of tribesmen, clothî  in sjkins, their long
tangled hair around their faces. In the center by an ancient oak stood their
priest shouting prayers to Thor. the god of thunder, whose home was, they believedin that oak. Stepping forward, Boniface swept the priest aside, bared his arm,
and swung the ax, raining skillful blows on the tree in the name of the God of all
the universe. He had hewn deep into the trunk, watched by the angry texiiiied
tribesmen, when suddenly a great gust of wind swept through the forest and the
mighty oak crashed to the earth. This must not be taken as a manifestation of
hrptfll violence, or disregard of the feelings of the local population. The act
was akin to the trial bv ordeal, which was part of the tradition of the northern
nations; it was, in fact, a conflict not between men but between the ^^ds. The
Germans were convinced that anyone who infringed upon the sacredness of their
sanctuary would be dest/6|pyed by the gods; Boniface affirmed that he would be un
harmed. The oak was fel led; nothing happened! The watchers were at once convinc
ed that Boniface was right and that the God he proclaimed was really stronger than
the gods o f the i r fa thers . Wi th wood o f tha t t ree Bon i face bu i l t a chape l .

Bon i face was the fi rs t miss ionary to Europe to ca l l women to ass is t h im. I t i s
s a i d t h a t fi n e d e v o t e d n u n s d i d m o r e a c t i v e m i s s i o n a r y w o r k u n d e r B o n i f a c e i n t h e
8th century than women were to do at any time during the following 900 years.
Someone has s ta ted tha t Bon i face was a man who had a deeper influence on the h is
tory of Europe than anv Englishman who ever lived. As an old man of 80 he was
c a m p e d o n t h e f a r s i d e o f t h e Z u i d e r Z e e w a i t i n g t o c o n fi r m s o m e n e w c o n v e r t s
w h e n a b a n d o f a n g r y p a g a n s a p p e a r e d a n d k i l l e d B o n i f a c e a n d h i s fi f t y c o m p a n i o n s .
L i k e P a u l . h e h a d f o u g h t t h e g o o d fi i ^ ' g h t . a n d c a r r i e d t h e G o s p e l t o t h e " R e g i o n s
b e v o n d . "

W e l e a p a t h o u s a n d y e a r s t o t h e e r a o f m o d e r n m i s s i o n s . D u r i n g t h o s e c e n t u r i e s
t h e f o r c e s o f C h r i s t e n d o m w e r e o f t e n p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h c o n s o l i d a t i n g a n d o r g a n i z i n g
t h e i r g a i n s , b a t t l i n g t h e i n r o a d s o f M u s l i m s a n d M o n g o l s ^ o r t o r n b y s t r i f e a t t h e
t i m e o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n . H e r e a n d t h e r e l i m i t e d g a i n s w e r e m a d e i n t o t h e " r e g i o n s
i^4uDJid" but the great turning point came in i 7Q? when a village cobbler in England
W i l l i a m C a r e v . p u b l i s h e d a t r e a t i s e e n t i t l e d : " A n E n o u i r v i n t o t h o n b l i g a t i o n o f
C h r i s t i a n s t o u s e M e a n s f o r t h e C o n v e r s i o n o f t h e H e a t h e n , . " " C h r i s t . " h e h e l d ,
" h a s a k i n g d o m t h a t i s t o b e n r o c l a i m e d i n i t s p o w e r t o t h e e n d s o f t h e e a r t h : i t

w h e t h e r t h e t i m e a l l o t e d b v G o d f o r t h e f u l fi l m e n t o f t h i s
s h o r t . " T h e p a m p h l e t w a s r e i n f o r c e d b y h i s t r e m e n d o u s s e r
t i s t m i n i s t e r s a t N o t t i n g h a m , s t a r t i n g w i t h t h e t e x t I s a i a

h i s p u r p o s e b e l o n g o r
s e r m o n t o a g r o u p o f B a p -
a i a h 5 4 : 2 - 3 : " L e n g t h e n t h y

c o r d s , a n d s t r e n g t h e n t h y s t a k e s " h e l a i d d o w n h i s t w o g r e a t n r i n c i n l e s o f a c t i o n :
" A t t e m p t g r e a t t h i n g s f o r G o d : e x p e c t g r e a t t h i n g s f r o m G o d ' T N e i l 2 6 2 ) .
Apostle would have found in Carey a kindred spiri t and shouted a hearty

P a u l t h e
" A m e n . "

r s t o n e ,
' ^ l o r , a n d

Apostle would have found in Carey a kindred spir i t and shouted a hearty, "Amen."

Sk ipp ing ove r t he^g rea t names o f whom we have hea rd so much . .Dav id L i v i ngs tone .
A d o n i r a m J u d s o n . R o b e r t M o r r i s o n . J o h n W i l l i a m s . M a r y S l e s s o r. H u d s o n Ta v l o r. a n d
a host of others..let us consider!Rev, gohn Ross, a m^sionary from Scotland to Chi
na who exp lo red t he Manchu r i an -Ko rean bo rde r i n 1873 whe re he me t Ko rean t r ade rs .
T h e n e x t y e a r h e r e t u r n e d t o l e a r n m o r e o f t h e l a n g u a g e a n d c u s t o m s o f t h e H e r m i t
K i n g d o m , a t t h a t t i m e c l o s e d t o m i s s i o n a r i e s . W i t h a M r. S u h S a n g - v u n h e b e g a n
l e a r n i n g K o r e a n a n d t r a n s l a t i n g t h e S c r i p t u r e s . H e a n d h i s b r o h h e r - i n - l a w . R e v.
Jnhp MacINtvre . se t up a pr in jE ; ing press in Mi i -kden, and produced the Gospe l o f Luke
t h e n a l l t h e G o s p e l s , a n d fi n a l l y t h e e n t i r e N e w T e s t a m e n t i n K o r e a n . A m e d i c i n e
p e d d l e r w h o h a d s e r v e d a s t h e i r t y p e - s e t t e r a n d h a d b e e n c o n v e r t e d , w a s s e n t o u t
to sel l the new gospels among Koreans l iving in the Eastern Manchurian val leys.
A f t e r s i x m o n t h s h e r e t u r n e d w i t h r e p o r t s o f m a n y b e l i e v e r s a n d i n t h e w i n t e r o f
1 8 8 4 R o s s v i s i t e d t h e a r e a t o b a p t i z e 7 5 p e r s o n s .
ISV, "t, jlAjU ^ 7/r
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Mr. Suh, the lan.G:uage teacher and fel low translator, also became a believer, and
u n d e r t o o k t o t a k e B i b l e s s o u t h o f t h e Y a l u i n t o K o r e a . A t t h e b o r d e r h e w a s
s e a r c h e d , t h r o w n i n t o p r i s o n f o r h a v i n g t h e f o r b i d d e n b o o k s , a n d t h r e a t e n e d w i t h
d e a t h . B u t i n t r u e K o r e a n f a s h i o n h e d i s c o v e r e d t w o p r i s o n w a r d e n s w h o w e r e o l d
a c q u a i n t a n c e s a n d t h e y o f f e r e d t o l e t h i m e s c a p e a n d h e b a r g a i n e d w i t h t h e m t o b e
a l l o w e d t o t a k e 1 0 B i b l e s . O n f o o t h e t r a v e l l e d 3 7 0 m i l e s t o S e o u l w i t h h i s
t r e a s u r e d 1 0 c o p i e s w h i c h h e l o a n e d t o i n q u i r e r s t o c o p y a n d t o p o n d e r . T h i s w a s
they year be fore Dr. Horace A l le r t f ^ fi rs t res ident Pro tes tan t miss ionary ar r ivedand wai" almost immediately instrumental in saving the life of the queen's nephew
who had been severely wounded in/a palace assination plot, thus winning favor at
t h e c o u r t a n d c r a c k i n g o n e n t h e C l o s e d g a t e s o f t h e H e r m i t K i n g d o m .

On the way to Seoul, Mr. Suh had stopped at Sorai to preacly^mong his relatives
and friends. Here in this remote coastal village, later "^mous as the missionary
beach resort, was planted the first church in Korea .p YTlwiee years later he led
a group of these Christians to Seoul where Dr. Horace Underwood baptized/Ttfliem
after warning of the dangers involved while a Methodist missionary guarded the
door. Mr Suh had arranged for Ross to send 6,000 Scriptures by sea but the cus
toms officials at Inchon confiscated them. But if^happened that the wife of a

Mollendorf. foreign advisor to the ICorean government, ivas a sincere
Chr/iytian. She received ^letter from Ross and interceded with her husband whowas able to get the books through. Thus Mr. Suh was already preaching in the cap
ital when the first Protestant missionaries ar/ived. (Brown and Rhodes)
If the Apostle Paul were living tod^y, how he would tTirill as he read accounts of
missionaries through the centuries iifho have followed him into the "regions beyond'and at the evidence of how God made \^ood for all these the same promise he made
concerning himse^fy to an obscure dis^^^iple in Damascus named Ananias: '^Go. for heIS a chosen instAinment of mine to car^V my name before the Gentiles and kings and
the sons of Israel. (Acts He w^ld see how God has used kings, and Chris-
tian ladies in high places, and cobblgr^^and sgholars... to penetrate the "regions
beyond. How happily he would learn of teiis_jQf_jthousands todav who penetrate thefrontiers of the world with the V^or^of Him who is the way and'the truth and the

• . Paul would look eagerly at the continent nf A«;-ia where the 1977 UN Demo
graphic Yearbook reports 2 and 1/3 billion people..571 of the world's people..live
n^ including Soviet Asia^ He would be interested in a letter from Dwight Lintonthis week from that influential center of mission study at Fuller Seminary, sugges
ing that ilonam Seminary step up its emphasis upon Chinese language study.'How hap-
pay hup«dould be to know that tomorrow a missioiinry family from Chunju leaves for
Bangladesh. He would eat up the news stories of strange and unexpected changes
going on Tight before our eyes, with the sudden parting of the bamboo curtain whichas isolated mainland China for 4 decades. We may not like some of the politics
invovled, and be apprehensive of the sincerity of yesterday's enemies... but thereIS no doubt that God is effecting sweeping changes which may in God's time open
up vast regions beyond."a Could he be saying to the forces of Christendoem, and
especially to the Korean rpurch as Paul said to the church at Corinth: "Our hone

ggypwing faith will mean the expansion of our snhere of action, so
bgforg jPhg Wg shal l /be preaching the Gosnel the i t reg ions bc ivond vnu."

l i M i s - / ' « O v - n c S - o i l n ' s ' - A "
S o u r c e s :

S t e p h e n N e i l " A H i s t o r y o f C h r i s t i a n M i s s i o n s
Basil Matthews "Forward Through the Ages"
G . T . B r o w n " M i s s i o n t o K o r e a "
S . H . M o f f e t t " T h e C h r i s t i a n s o f K o r e a "

■®on by Joe Hopper at Jeonju Station Church Service 2-11-79



Why Foreign Missions?

Jn, 3:16-21,36

Text; "He who believes in the Son has eternal Mfej he who does not obey the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God rests upon him." Jn. 3:36

"l,#iy foreign missions?" MiiitaioiioriiBa somotimos those who are skeptical about the TOlue
of missions, or who simply don't care. What's the sense of giving money and lives to help
strangers thousands of miles away? "^hy not leave them in peace to follow their own religions?
^^ot all of this is by people outside the church, "Why foreign missiois ?" is a valid question
even in a chiarch which has the reputation of being "mission minded,"

Some confus ion resul ts f rom breadening the word "miss ion" to cover the to ta l act iv i ty o f the
church. While there is truth in this attenpt. It has robbed our vocabulary of aU erm which

by long usage has described the peculiar effort of t he Chiirch to witness to the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ in lands beyond our boixiers. Tt-nryi ifHiiHii'l 'niV'i''riiiT7lTTnTirTl- Imtn I deliberately
choose this topic in order to be precise, "Why foreign missions?" and answer from the Scrip-
tiire and my own experiences as a missionary in Korea,

1, Because Christ commanded. "Go therefore and make discipes of al l nat ions," "You shal l be
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and ^ the end of the earth," A true
Christian is compelled by the love of Christ who died to save XB from sin. He must communicate
to al l men the good news that salvat ion is in Him, that men can l ive in fel lowship with a
Risen Seavior, surrounded by love, and joy, and peace, and hope.

a) All Scripture poirt s to world missions as the plan of God, Man no sooner sinned inthe Garden of Eden, than God spoke of a plan to redeem him. God called Abr^^ so thai^tJjroxjgh
him and his family and nation all nations should be b!fe ssed. Thio plan îja^^tivated^twî
Jesus equipped, empowered and commissioned a small band of men and ŝ  them out to conquer in
His name. Those standing orders remain. God is always opening new ways to carry them out.

art oiscyf̂ '
b) Somo..nb^ Christ's orders^in unusual ways in our modem world. Korea is emerging as

an independent s ta te proudly tak ing her p lace in the fami ly o f nat ions. One s jmibo l o f th is
is the exchange of diplomatic visits. This spring Emperor Haille Selassee of Ethiopia paid
a state visilito Seoul, combining jet travel and red-carpet diplomacy with all the pomp and
ceremony of the ancient King Solomon, Seoul is a modem ci ty of 4 mi l l ion, complete wi th
traffic jams, a rising crime" rate, and soaring sky-scrapers. Enormous welcoming posters
featured portraits of the visiting monarch and Korean President Park Chung-hee,provingthat
U.S. politicians are not alone in- craving publicity. When Sunday came, Haille Selassee parti
cipated in no public functions, Insteaijd he attended Young-nak Presbyterian Church..,one of
the great ch-urches of the world x»rhere at 3 successive Sunday mommng services 2000 people
enter and leave. He was publ ic ly welcomed as a Christ ian leader, and the ent i re service was
broadcast over-the ^vemment radio nfet>/arS to everjr corner of the country. God used an
emperor's church attendance to xvitness to 30 mil l ion Koreans.

c) Among thê ^̂ ^̂  of Americans semring in Korea in the Armed Forces, in the State
Department, and in the Peace Corps are Mmggxsrimxmw unofficial missionaries. We keep open
hoijse for these people, "part icularly on Sunday afternoons wlien they attend ou* worship service
and stay for supper. One visitor from the Peace Corps is the daughter of a negro Baptist
minister in Memphis, She serves in a rural village with the public health department. She
is gifted with a rich contralto singing voice which she immediately put to work in the little
local church nhere her solos and participation in the choir won a welcone, and she became
a Chr i s t i an i nfluence fo r good ,

d) 50,000 South l̂ orean<^̂ ŝeî e as~ (̂̂ oMie^ in Vietnam, Whatever may be said abroad
about that war, all South Koreans regard tKe~^e?ense of South Vietnanu^ as aH^^extension of their
own continuous struggle,vagainst agressive Asiatic communism whose agents attempted early this
year to assassinate President Park. Korea's participation in Vietnam has givenxtima her a
healthy pride as a nation in her ovm right. Among these soldiers are thousands of Christians,
who do not hesitate to speak out for Christ, not only among fellow Korea^, but to the Vietnam
ese as well. Christian chaplains serve i^th them.' One, Chaplain Park, is a personal friend
of mine. His mother told me a few months ago that he has organized a ch^ ch among civilianVietnamese where he is stationed, and is erecting a place of worship for^ hem, "Hovr does he
communicate?" I asked, "Oh, he has learned their language so he can preach," was the answer,'



^ e) Several jfjears ago president pa^ visited Washington, and a fellow raissiois ry, Dr, Paul
Crane went along las interpreter. p Ĵ̂ relateJ the following incident.•a-fbEoaEaxde. At a formal
banquet. Secretar̂ ^ of State Dean Rusk turned to Pa\:l and asked, "Wio is that young man over
ther," ^iaLa±4«g-*o>,a young Korean officer in President Park's partyj "I saw him bow his headin prayer before starting to eat." After inquiry Dr. Crane discovered that this young Korean
is an active member of the Young Nak Church referred to a moment ago. Even the splendor of
the best UMcle Sam has to offer did not blind him to the goodness of God or cause him to forget
h i s qu ie t w i t ness ,

f) And there is still room for the professional missionary like myself, God calls mission
aries to various types of witness and service, but in ray case the primary call is to rural
evangelism. In Korea "70% of the population is rural, and millions have never been reached with
the Gospel. Lesdershiu among country churches is weak or non-existent, and missionary'- help is
needed. For 20 .years it has been an exciting privilege to shepherd a score or more new or weak
churches as appointed year ly by Presbytery.

Since our youngest child has gone away to boarding school it has been possible for my wife
to go with me. Formerly I slej^ and a te with the Korean villagers, but the two of iis would often
be a burden where guest rooms are scarce. So the Lord has provided us with a small used travel
trailer, the oiS^ one I know of in our part of the world. Towed behind t̂ Jtland Rover and parked
in a church yard, village "square" or along the road it is an object of currioasity to hurd reds
of ch i ld ren who c ro i i id about to p rove tha t no t a l l the " togetherness" o f t ra i le r l i fe in Korea
is on the ins ide , and to p rov ide amp le f ree pub l i c i t y tha t the miss ionar ies have a r r i ved . The
excitement caused when dish water is dumped down the drain demonstrates the fact that mil l ions
in our wor ld have never seen water running out o f a p ipe. ' Whi le l iv ing in the t ra i ler, we eat
at least one meal a day in the homes of our hosts and spend most of our time visiting the
sick, the remote church members, and the as yet ^Inevangelized.

One such place is Gon-ho. Situated along the" scenic coast of a penninsula with the broadocean bay ̂ ôtk side and magnificent mountains on the other, Gon-ho first heard the Gospel from
a Presb' ter ian e lder sent to be the head teacher of the local e lementary school . He began
services in the school and contacted the missionary for help. A year ago Dot and I worshipped
in the new church . . . comple te ly a i r -cond i t ioned s ince i t had no roo f , doors , w indows or floor.
We had just sent a new evangelist there. Thfe young man had recently returned from military
duty in Vietnam. He is a mild-mannered young man snd we were astonished to leam that he bad
been a karate instructor in the array. With h im we v is i ted the poverty and disease r idden
coastal fishing v i l lages, carry ing the icsmu good news,,of Chr ist to scores of homes. This spr ing
w e r e t u r n e d a n d f o u n d C h r i s t i a n h o s p i t a l i t y i n w h e r e t h e r e w e r e n o C h r i s t i a n s l a s t f a l l .
Gne af ternoon, the evangel is t ic team from the Medical Center in Chunju, arr ived to g ive f ree
medical examinations and treatment to all who came, ^'he young evangelist had worked zealously
to fin i sh the chu rch bu i l d i ng and ga the r a fine l i t t l e cong rega t i on . God uses you r m iss iona r ies
to work with this type of situation in obedience to Clirist's command to bring distarti people
t o t h e j o y o f s a l v a t i o n ,

2. Because without Christ men are lost. The "lostness" of a world without Christ is s mething we
forget in our Christianized society. But the Bible is clear on this point."jte v^o believes in
bim is_ not condemned; he_who does not believe is. condemned already, because he hasn ot believediiuthe.name of t_he. only Son of God." ̂ "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he vrho does
not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wath of God rests upon him." "And there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under'heaven given among men by which we
must be saved.") Jesus Himself said, "J t_he wgy, the^t^uth an^tjie life; no_one comes to the
J at bar by me." The fact that many people,, ovon in oui^-^harohes, no longer seem to take
these words ser ious ly does not de t rac t f rom the i r t ru th ,

a) About 25 miles from our city of Chunju is a scenic natural wonder called the "Horse-ear
motintains." Atop a small mountain two gigantic stone formations dominate the country-side, look
ing exactly like enormous horse ears, each 6G0 - 7GG feet tall from the point between the ears.
Magnificent scenery makes it a favorite picnic spot. Taking visitors there a couple of
years ago, we climbed to a grotto in the base of one "ear," As we approached I heard a woman
praying. We climbed qviietly and found an old woman worshipping the spirit of the mountain. A
lighted candle burned on a crude stone altar beside a gourd of water. Rice and other food was
laid out on a stone ledge. The old woman with folded hands and bowed head was pouring out a tale
o f w o e . A s s h e r e c i t e d h e r s o r r o w s , p r o m i n e n t w a s t h e t a l e o f s o m e k i n d o f t r o u b l e h e r s o n w a s i n



Yet what certainjiope could she have, as she supplicated before the great stone mountain?

In one of o^ country churches I was examining an old lady for chu-oh membership, I had
already boon toler;|lT^ she had formerly been a sort of medium or vdtch, believed to be in communi
cation with the spirit world. Her family had tried to starve her to death, or to kill her by
st ick ing hot needles in to her sk in . No wonder hhe had been dr iven out o f her senses. In th is
condit ion she was taken to Seoul when the family moved. Here a neightor told hhe family of aChristian v/oman who could pray for the the demented old woman, Thê lfer to the Christian whose
prayers were answered and the old woman suddenly cured. Demon-possession sounds strange to our
Western ears, but i t is a horr ib le real i ty to many in the East, a fact which I make no pretense
o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g . I t i s a l s o t r u e t h a t n o t i n f r e q u e n t l y t h e p r a y e r s o f a C h r i s t i a n a r e e f f e c t i v e
i n c a s t i n g o u t t h e d a r k s p i r i t .

Now back in her comtry vi l lage, the old lady walked an hour to church every Sunday, Seated
before me she was to answer to her 'Christian faith, "lilhy do you believe in Jesus?" I asked.
"Because I go t r i d o f the dev i l , " she rep l i d , I repea ted the ques t ion in va r ious te rms ibu t
could on ly get the same answer, "Because I got r id o f the dev i l , " "Wel l , " I asked, "now that
you are r id o f the dev i l , what do you have?" Wi thout hes i ta t ion she rep l ied, " I have a Sh in-
Shegye,,.£ new world.'" I said to her, "You have given a better answer than most who merely
memor ize what the evangel is t has taught . ' " She was r id o f the o ld demons of fear, superst i t i t ion,
and darkness, and had moved into a new world of l ight and love and eternal l i fe,'

c) We Christians have the obligation to warn men everywhere of the perils of entering eter
nity without Christ, and ^od will hold ^ responsible if we fail, God's word to Ezekiel is
spoken to us, "Son of man, 1 h ave made you ^ watchman for tjie house of Israel; whenever vou hear
a._word from my mouth you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, 'You shall
surely die,' and you give him no warning,|nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked waŷ  in
order to save h is l i f e , tha t w icked man sha l l d ie in h^ in iqu i t y ; b lood I w i l l reqmhb
jt your hard," Ez, 3^17-18. On the other hand, to take the newj of a God who loves and forgivess*and grants the abundant life in Christ is to have the joy that Jesus said even the angels feel
over one sinner who repents,

f. Because by service! in Clirist 's name we make known the love of God, Preaching the Gospel of
salvation goes hand in hand with service of love and concern for human need. Certainly Jesus was
busily engaged in both simultaneously. Every missionary I know is giving much of his time andsometimes is in debt because of tĵ ng to meet the demands of himian̂  eed about him, and which in
C h r i s t i a n c o m p a s s i o n h e c a n n o t i g n o r e , ^

Medical missions have always been our greatest response to need. I can testify that no
other single type of ministry has done more to break down barr iers and create the cl imate for
evangelism by showing that Christians not only preach a God of love but translate thi love into
action. In Chunju our Presbyterian Medical Center treats hundreds daily. Our home is surrounded
by staff doctors whose service we witness. Dr. David Seel, trained to treat cancer; Dr. -"^e,
highly skilled Korean surgeon; Dr. Pak, American trained nerosurgeon. Dr.Paul Crane, director
of the center and well known surgeon; Dr. David Chu, China-bom American citizen, in internal
med ic ine ; D r. Doro thea S ich , & gennan lady obs t re t r i c i an . A l l comb ine the i r med ica l sk i l l s w i th
cons tan t evange l i s t i c w i t ness ,

l / V
b) For most of my career I have been associated with a number of communities composed of

leprosy patients, unfortunate outcasts in any society. There are now six of these places^ each
with a strong church. One is a community if about 350 who formerly had the disease but^re now
in a rehabi l i tat ion v i l lage set up by the government. L i fe has been hard f®r them on the unde
ve loped poor land g iven to them. Wi th financ ia l he lp f rom the re l ie f o f fe r ing o f an Amer ican
Church, we have started a community development project KWHkwifMcl,, ,a " l ive-stock center," Here
we wi l l ra ise good breed hogs i^nd chickens for d is t r ibut ion to every v i l lager to enable them to
he lp themse lves , and eventua l l y to he lp o ther s im i la r v i l l ages . By th is and s im i la r means
missions minister to the whoibe man and thereby demonstrate th.e love of Clu'ist.

c) The Good Samaritan P-iuid provided tJu'ough the relief department of the Boai-d of WorM
Missions enables missionaries to meet s few of the miscellaneous opport-unities for service. In
one distant mountain-village was a young woman with crossed eyes, -'■his fund enabled us to have
th is corrected at the PMC, and now she has been able to get marr ied. In the leper rehabi l i ta t ion
village just mentioned was a teen-age girl with a mal-formation under her tongue which made
speech impossible. An operation corrected this and now she is learning to talk so she can leada normal life. So ••thfi-bliDd Efifigiye theic. sight and. thg. lame walk, lepers arg cleansed and the
deaf ligar and tjie_dead are r.aised and the poor hove. good news prea^5ea~to theiHT" Mt, 11; 5



Because His Church must established. The missiore ly's task is tow ork Himself out of a
job. A veteran missionary once shocked me with this remark, which I have since realized is true;
"The busine ss of the missionary is not so much to be a soul-winner (though, of course, he always
is), but to establish a soul-winning church." The Church is the Body of Christ. TheV eason for
the Church is to make Chr is t known to the wor ld. . .not t o be just another c lub-house. \

a) The creation of a church in KoreaHias been a spectacular success. S5 years of missionary
endeavor have produced aChr is t ian const i tuencj ' - o f 2 mi l l ion, and the percentage of Chr is t iansis 10 times that of neighboring Japan. ̂ ^Everywheie , one sees churches ani t he skyline of every
ci ty is punctured wi th s teeples. Increasing numbers of young Korean mia ieters are assuming the i r
places of responsibility. This spring I witnessed the ordination of 7 ministers simultaneously
by our Presbytery. Such develo iTments great ly encourage us. But the concentrat icn of Chr is t ians
and church leadersh ip in the great c i t ies leaves vast par ts o f the rura l area fu l l o f needs for
missionary service. There is a sense of urgency in winning these masses to Christ by whatevermeans v;hile the^tft^s time. Your niissiois ries are right in the forefront, shoulder to st^lder
vdth Korean co-workers to meet this c hallenge.

b) Our city of Chunju is small by Asiatic standards, only about a. quarter of a million. In
dustries are moving inj new housing areas mushrooming. Churches need to be established in the
growing edges of urban development, and your mdssioraries encourage and counsel in such effOj,ts.
County-seat churches have their own pastors and are eelf-supporting...yet often their physical
plants, constructed 30 - 40 years ago are completely out-dated. We work wi th them to rebui ld
and enlarge tomeet not only their own needs btt to serve as centers for the scores of small
ru ra l chu rches ! l ook ing to them fo r f e l l owsh ip a id l eade rsh ip ,

c) Involvements in starting and devoping rural churches where 2/3rds of all Korean live
are too numerous to recount. Remember that a "village" in Korea usually has a population
between 1000,and 2000. Although the number of Presbyterian chirches in the province vrheie I
work has phenominally from about 200 20 years ago to about 650 now, there yet remain
scores of areas where there is no Christian witness. Th»re are districts with up to 10,000
populat ion with no church whatever, where even non-Christ ian vi l lage leaders send word to us
urging that we send them a Chr ist ian evangel ist .

d) We assist in rural church-building programs. Several years ago, one of our m.issioia ries.
Rev. Hugh Dinton, developed a method of building such chu> ches at less than half the usual cost.
He substituted for the timber frame (extremely expensive in Korea) a framework of reinforced
concrete components for which he invented foms. We now employ a man full-ti^.. .producing-^ss
e r f t hese l i t t l e chape ls capab le o f sea t i ng up to 200 peop le a t a o f abou t $300 . . . and the
buildings are virtually indestrubtable. Our builder has p¥>©d«©€d^Jovw 30 of t hm in the lastthree years...one a month in good weather. Helping the little oongregation rAĵ e the money,
transput̂ he :̂ ?ms, and eretĵ ĥe building is part of a missioia rji-'s contribution.

U e) Let me tell you about a new chir ch begun this springg in a distant distrct with no churchy
where I had vranted to begin work for a long time bub the Lcrd hacmot opened tte way. Early this
year we learned that a man there had nearly died of tuberculosis/ but had been treated at the
mission hospital in Kwangju. While there he heard the Gospel ard accepted Christ as his saviour.
So anxious vras he that al l h is hisme-folks share his new-found joy, that before leavirg the hos pi-
tal he mimeographed an a ccount of what Christ had done for him and mailed it to friends through
out the d is t r ic t . Out of the hospi ta l he soM part of h is farm and donated the money to purchase
a church site and erect a chaple of the kind e# jtet described.

But a church is far more thai a building...an effective evangelist is essential. Evangel
ists are scarce in Korea now, and budgets for their support are alreadyc ommitted. Without
warning a gift came aHsxpEEtedipcfrom an American church making possible the support of an
evangelist for the ime^iate future. About this time, a semirary studeht dropped in to see m.e.
He had been a Christ ian about 10 years, and now is prepari ig for the ministry. Because his
parents were non-Christian and opposed these plans, it was difficult to leave Ws own wife andchildren with them, wsswrafw Was there a placd where he could serve a church î le godng to
seminary? After checking on his qualifications, we sent him to this village to work during
summer vacation. As the place was only 40 miles by direct bus route from ^s school, he will
continue working vftiile going to the s eminary. God used a man's TB, a mission hospital, an
unexpected gift frcm an American Church, a student's family difficulty, and a missiora ry toshove the pieces of puzzle together...all for the purpose of starting a new church.



'f) I believe God's purpose in the amazing development of the Korean Chiarch is to provide
a base from which missionaries of Asiatic origin will cariy the Gospel into the heart-land of
Asia now closed to direct preaching and which may never open to Western missiora ries. Recently
I was discussing with a Korean minister my hopes for the reunion of factions of the Korean
Presbyterian Church whose divisiors take more missioiB ry t ime than we like to admit. I voiced
this hope of a Korean Churdh carrying the Gospel to China. My Korean friend said, "You know,
the Chinese communists are preparing their land for a great Christian revival.'" "What do you
mean?" I asked. "For centuries the t ight family clan under the Oonfucian system has made
Christian conversion of individuals difficult aid often impossible. The communists have brutally
broken this up.'" Incredible 1 we say,..Perhaps so. Yet God in hitoryhas cften used such means.
It is important to His plans that missions develop strorg indegenous churches.'

Conc lus ions Why fo re ign m iss ionsChr i s t Commanded , w i thou t Ch r i s t men a relostBecause by service in Christ's name we make known the love of God^Becausn His Church
m u s t b e e s t a b l i s h e d .

T i d i n g s , s e n t t o e v - r y c r e a t u r e .
Mi l l ions yet have never heard;
Can they hear without a preacher?
Lord, Almighty give the word. '
Give the word in ev ' ry nat ion
L e t t h e G o s p e l t r u m p e t s o u n d ,
^^itnessing a world's salvation.
To t h e e a t h ' s r e m o t e s t b o u n d .

H , D o w n t o n
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M i s s i o n s V e r s i o n W H A T I N T H E W O R L D I S J E S U S D O I N G N O W

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g ; R o m : 8 : 3 5 - 3 9

Te x t : " W h o s h a l l s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t ? " R o m . 8 : 3 5

W h a t i s J e s u s d o i n g n o w ? A s a m i s s i o n a r y a p p o i n t e d b y a K o r e a n p r e s b y t e r y t o h a v e

o v e r s i g h t o f 3 5 - 4 0 l i t t l e p i o n e e r c h u r c h e s m o s t o f m y l i f e , I h a v e a s k e d t h i s q u e s t i o n
h u n d r e d s o f t i m e s s i t t i n g o n t h e w a r m fl o o r o f d a r k l i t t l e K o r e a n r o o m s a s w e e x a m i n e d

n e w b e l i e v e r s f o r b a p t i s m . T h e u s u a l p r o m p t a n s w e r w a s i n t h e w o r d s o f t h e A p o s t l e s '

C r e e d , " H e i s s i t t i n g a t t h e r i g h t h a n d o f G o d . " A b o u t S O N e w Te s t a m e n t p a s s a g e s

t e l l u s t h i s . D o e s t h i s m e a n t h a t o u r S a v i o u r i s s i m p l y r e s t i n g , r e l a x i n g , a n d

p a s s i v e l y e n j o y i n g t h e g l o r i e s o f h e a v e n a n d t h e s p l e n d o r o f H i s h e a v e n l y F a t h e r ? N o
i n d e e d ! W h i l e t h e s e w o r d s d e s c r i b e H i s p o s i t i o n o f e x a l t a t i o n . H i s e n d o w m e n t w i t h a l l

t h e m a j e s t y a n d p o w e r o f A l m i g h t y B o d . . . a n d r i g h t l y w e s i n g :

A l l h a i l t h e p o w e r o f J e s u s n a m e !
L e t a n g e l s p r o s t r a t e f a l l ;
B r i n g f o r t h t h e r o y a l d i a d e m .
A n d c r o w n H i m L o r d o f a l l !

Y e t t h e t r u t h i s t h a t u n i n h i b i t e d b y o u r l i m i t a t i o n s o f t i m e a n d s p a c e H e i s

c o n c e r n e d , a c t i v e , a n d i n v o l v e d i n a l l t h a t g o e s o n i n H i s v a s t a n d g r o w i n g k i n g d o m .

H e c o n t i n u e s t o l o v e H i s w o r l d a n d i s v i t a l l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e w i t n e s s , t h e g r o w t h ,

t h e p r o t e c t i o n , a n d t h e p e r f e c t i o n o f H i s C h u r c h . N o w h e r e i s t h i s m o r e e v i d e n t t h a n

i n t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n o f H i s G o s p e l t o t h e e n d s o f t h e e a r t h , f o r H e s a y s . . . " G o

t h e r e f o r e , a n d m a k e d i s c i p l e s o f a l l t h e n a t i o n s . . . a n d l o , I a m w i t h y o u a l w a y s . "

A g a i n H e s a y s , " I h a v e o t h e r s h e e p , w h i c h a r e n o t o f t h i s f o l d ; I m u s t b r i n g t h e m
a l s o . " E s p e c i a l l y i n o u r d a y w h e n t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f m i s s i o n a r i e s a r e g a t h e r i n g

t h o s e s h e e p , J e s u s i s b u s y . . . v e r y , v e r y b u s y i n H i s e x a l t e d s t a t e a t t h e r i g h t h a n d o f

t h e F a t h e r . H e p r a v s f o r m i s s i o n s ; H e s e n d s H i s H o l y S p i r i t t o e m p o w e r m i s s i o n s ; H e

Q o v e r n s a l l t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e C h u r c h t o p r o m o t e m i s s i o n s ; H e p r e p a r e s a n e t e r n a l h o m e

f o r a l l t h e c h i l d r e n o f G o d w h o w i l l g a t h e r o n t h e fi n a l g r e a t h o m e - c o m i n g d a y o f a l l

h i s t o r y . I n t h e w o r d s o f P a u l i n R o m . 8 : 3 5 , " W h o s h a l l s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f

C h r i s t ? "

I C H R I S T P R AY S F O R U S . C h r i s t ' s d e a t h f o r o u r s i n d i d n o t c o m p l e t e H i s w o r k . E v e r y

m i n u t e , n i g h t a n d d a y , a s i n t e r c e s s o r H e i m p l o r e s t h e F a t h e r o n o u r b e h a l f . W e

A m e r i c a n s h a v e a " d o - i t - y o u r s e l f " c o m p l e x , b u t o u r K o r e a n f r i e n d s u n d e r s t a n d t h e

f u n c t i o n o f a t h i r d p e r s o n " g o - b e t w e e n " f a r b e t t e r . M a r r i a g e e n g a g e m e n t , b u s i n e s s

d e a l s , a n d a l l d e l i c a t e i n t e r - p e r s o n a l m a t t e r s a r e p r o p e r l y h a n d l e d f o r t h e b e n e fi t o f

b o t h p a r t i e s t h r o u g h a f r i e n d w h o i s r e q u e s t e d t o h e l p . B u t t h e g r e a t d i f f e r e n c e i n
t h e r o l e o f J e s u s i s t h a t H e w o r k s a s i n t e r c e s s o r n o t a t o u r b e h e s t , b u t b e c a u s e H i s
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F a t h e r h a s d e c r e e d t h a t H e s h o u l d d o s o . s o m e t h i n g l i k e a c o m m a n d i n g g e n e r a l t o p l e a d

c o m m a n d i n g h i s e x e c u t i v e o f fi c e r t o p l e a d f o r a n AW O L e n l i s t e d m a n b e f o r e h i m .

C h r i s t i s p r a y i n g f o r t h e e v a n g e l i z a t i o n o f ^ b i l l i o n i n o t h e r l a n d s ? f o r o u r

c h u r c h r i g h t h e r e ? a n d f o r e a c h o f u s . W h e n e v e r a n e w b e l i e v e r c o n f e s s e s h i s s i n ?

a c c e p t s C h r i s t a s S a v i o u r a n d i m p l o r e s G o d f o r f o r g i v e n e s s a n d s a l v a t i o n ? J e s u s

i n t e r c e d e s ? " F a t h e r ? I d i e d f o r t h i s p e r s o n ? f o r g i v e f o r M y s a k e l " S u r r o u n d e d b y

p a g a n i s m ? p r e s s u r e d b y f a m i l y ? t e m p t e d b y t h e t h i n g s o f t h i s w o r l d a s t h e y a r e ? J e s u s

p r a y s f o r t h e m . H e p r a y s f o r l o n e l y m i s s i o n a r i e s i n d i f fi c u l t s i t u a t i o n s ? a n d H e
r e i n f o r c e s p r a y e r s t o t h e L o r d o f t h e h a r v e s t t o s e n d f o r t h l a b o r e r s . H e p r a y s t h a t

o u r A m e r i c a n c h u r c h w i l l r e m a i n t r u e t o i t s p l e d g e o v e r 1 0 0 y e a r s a g o : " B e i t

r e s o l v e s . t h a t t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h , . . i s a m i s s i o n a r y s o c i e t y ; t h e o b ^ i e c t o f w h i c h

i s t o a i d i n t h e c o n v e r s i o n o f t h e w o r l d ? a n d t h a t e v e r y m e m b e r o f t h e c h u r c h i s a

m e m b e r f o r l i f e o f s a i d s o c i e t y ? a n d b o u n d ? i n m a i n t e n a n c e o f h i s C h r i s t i a n c h a r a c t e r ?

t o d o a l l i n h i s p o w e r f o r t h e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t o f t h i s o b j e c t i v e . "

C h r i s t p r a y i n g f o r t h e w o r k H e l o v e s t h e m o s t c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e c o n t i n u a l p r a y e r

o f H i s s a i n t s o n e a r t h i s a p o w e r f u l a n d u n b e a t a b l e c o m b i n a t i o n . M i s s i o n s b e g a n w i t h

p r a y e r m e e t i n g w h e n t h e fi r s t C h r i s t i a n s i n t h e u p p e r r o o m " c o n t i n u a l l y d e v o t e d
t h e m s e l v e s t o p r a y e r ? a l o n g w i t h t h e w o m e n . ( A c t s 1 : 1 ^ ) P o v ^ e r c a m e f o r m i s s i o n s

w h e n p r a y i n g C h r i s t i a n s r e c e i v e d t h e H o l y S p i r i t o n t h e d a y o f P e n t e c o s t . D i r e c t i o n

f o r m i s s i o n s c a m e t o a p r a y i n g c h u r c h i n A n t i o c h w h e n i t c o m m i s s i o n e d i t s fi r s t

f o r e i g n m i s s i o n a r i e s . E x p a n s i o n o f m i s s i o n s h a s a l w a y s c o m e w i t h t h e e a r n e s t p r a y e r
o f H i s p e o p l e . H e h a s s e t H i s S o n a t H i s r i g h t - h a n d a s o u r s u p r e m e p r a y e r - p a r t n e r .

" W e d o n o t k n o w h o w t o p r a y a s w e s h o u l d " b u t " H e w h o s e a r c h e s t h e h e a r t s k n o w s w h a t

t h e m i n d o f t h e S p i r i t i s ? b e c a u s e H e i n t e r c e d e s f o r t h e s a i n t s t o t h e w i l l o f

G o d . " ( R o m . e s e 6 - 2 7 )

P e o p l e a s k m i s s i o n a r i e s : " W h a t c a n w e d o t o h e l p y o u ? " R e m e m b e r t h e y a r e o u t i n t
h e m i d s t o f s a s p i r i t u a l b a t t l e w i t h " t h e w o r l d r u l e r s o f t h i s d a r k n e s s ? a g a i n s t t h e

s p i r i t u a l f o r c e s o f w i c k e d n e s s . " Yo u r p r a y e r r e i n f o r c e d b y t h e i n t e r c e s s i o n o f J e s u s
m a k e s t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n v i c t o r y a n d d e f e a t ? b e t w e e n f r u i t l e s s n e s s a n d

f r u i t f u l n e s s . D i c k H o l l i s l i s t s s o m e w a y s t o p r a y f o r m i s s i o n a r i e s :

1 . P r a y t h a t t h e h a r v e s t e r s m a y h a v e v i s i o n t o s e e t h e h a r v e s t .

2 . P r a y t h a t t h e y m a y h a v e s k i l l i n h a n d l i n g t h e s p i r i t u a l s i c k l e .

3 - P r a y t h a t t h e y m a y h a v e w i l l i n g s p i r i t s a n d d a r e n o t t o b e l a z y .

P r a y t h a t t h e y m a y h a v e h e a l t h a n d s t r e n g t h .

R e m e m b e r : " t h e e f f e c t i v e p r a y e r o f a r i g h t e o u s m a n c a n a c c o m p l i s h m u c h . " ( J a s . 5 : 1 6 )

" W h o c a n s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t ? "



a . C H R I S T S E N D S T H E H O L Y S P I R I T . K n o w i n g t h e l o n e l y , " l e t - d o w n " f e e l i n g H i e

d i s c i p l e s w o u l d h a v e w h e n H e d e p a r t e d f o r h e a v e n , J e s u s a s s u r e d t h e m o f t h e g i f t o f
t h e H o l y S p i r i t . - . a p r o m i s e f u l fi l l e d o n t h e d a y o f P e n t e c o s t . " W h e n t h e C o u n s e l o r

c o m e s , H e p r o m i s e d , w h o m I w i l l s e n d t o y o u f r o m t h e F a t h e r , e v e n t h e S p i r i t o f t r u t h ,

w h o p r o c e e d s f r o m t h e F a t h e r > h e w i l l b e a r w i t n e s s t o m e . " ( J o h n 1 5 s 2 6 ) . " Y o u s h a l l

r e c e i v e p o w e r , w h e n t h e H o l y S p i r i t h a s c o m e u p o n v o u ; a n d v o u s h a l l b e m y w i t n e s s e s . "

T h e s u p r e m e w o r k o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t i s t o b e o u r t e a c h e r . H e b r i n g s t o m i n d t h e

t h i n g s o f C h r i s t . H e s h o w s u s h o w t o l i v e i n f a i t h a n d o b e d i e n c e . H e e n a b l e s u s t o

b e w i t n e s s e s a m o n g t h e p e o p l e s o f a l l l a n d s . H e p l a n t s i n o u r h e a r t s t h e s a m e c o n c e r n

f o r a l o s t w o r l d , t h e s a m e s a d n e s s f o r t h e u n s a v e d g o i n g o u t i n t o t h e u t t e r d a r k n e s s

o f e t e r n i t y w h i c h w a s i n t h e m i n d o f C h r i s t .

T h e H o l y S p i r i t g i v e s p o w e r t o t h o s e w i t n e s s e s . F r o m t h e w o r l d ' s p o i n t o f v i e w

t h e e a r l y c h u r c h i n J e r u s a l e m h a d n o p o w e r . . . n o b u i l d i n g s , n o b u d g e t , n o e q u i p m e n t , n o

e n d o w m e n t , n o t y p e w r i t e r , c o m p u t e r , m i m e o g r a p h , t e l e p h o n e , n o p r o g r a m m a t e r i a l , n o

" h o w - t o - d o - i t " m a n u a l , n o a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s e t - u p , n o p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h o t h e r c h u r c h e s .

B u t w h e n " c l o t h e d w i t h C r e a l J p o w e r f r o m o n h i g h " P e t e r w h o h a d d e n i e d H i s L o r d b e c a m e

a p e r s u a s i v e p r e a c h e r , P h i l i p t h e l a y m a n l e d t h e E t h i o p i a n e u n u c h t o H i s S a v i o u r , a n d

P a u l a n d B a r n a b a s r e c e i v e d t h e v i s i o n a n d c o u r a g e t o p e n e t r a t e t h e p o w e r - c e n t e r s o f

t h e R o m a n E m p i r e f o r C h r i s t .

J e s u s s t i l l s e n d s H i s S p i r i t t o a c c o m p l i s h g r e a t r e v i v a l s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . E a r l y i n

t h i s c e n t u r y H e b r o u g h t g r e a t r e v i v a l t o K o r e a . C h r i s t i a n s w h o h a d g a t h e r e d f o r

p r a y e r a n d B i b l e s t u d y w e r e l e d t o c o n f e s s t h e i r s i n , t o f o r g i v e o n e a n o t h e r , a n d t o

g o f o r t h i n o n e o f t h e m o s t p o w e r f u l m o v e m e n t s o f p e r s o n a l w i t n e s s i n g t h e w o r l d h a s
e v e r s e e n . . . a m o v e m e n t c o n t i n u i n g t o d a y i n a c h u r c h w h i c h d o u b l e s e v e r y 8 y e a r s . I

h a v e o f t e n b e e n a s k e d , " H o w d o y o u s t a r t a c h u r c h i n K o r e a ? " T h e a n s w e r i s , " I

d o n ' t . " I n v a r i a b l y t h e H o l y S p i r i t p u t s i t i n t o t h e h e a r t o f a K o r e a n C h r i s t i a n t o

m o v e i n t o a n u n c h u r c h e d v i l l a g e o r s e c t i o n o f a c i t y , b e g i n w o r k , t h e n a p p e a l t o

f e l l o w C h r i s t i a n s , i n c l u d i n g t h e m i s s i o n a r y , t o h e l p . T i m e s w i t h o u t n u m b e r w e

e x p e r i e n c e d t h i s . I n t h e y e a r f o l l o w i n g t h e e n d o f t h e K o r e a n W a r , 5 0 c h u r c h e s , a b o u t
o n e a w e e k , w e r e s t a r t e d i n t h e p r o v i n c e w h e r e w e w o r k e d , a n d t h i s c o n t i n u e d f o r o u r

38 years . . .w i th in days o f re t i r ing in 1986 peop le f rom two ru ra l v i l l ages came to te l l
o f t h e i r n e w c h u r c h e s a n d a s k i n g f o r h e l p . S o t h e H o l y S p i r i t c o n t i n u e s t o p u t

t o g e t h e r t h e c a l l o f t h e M a c e d o n i a n , t h e r e s p o n s e o f a n e v a n g e l i s t o r m i s s i o n a r y , t h e

p r o c l a m a t i o n o f t h e G o s p e l , a n d H i s o w n p o w e r t o c h a n g e h e a r t s a n d u n i t e t h e m i n t o t h e
u n i t w e c a l l t h e c h u r c h . S o , p r a y f o r y o u r m i s s i o n a r i e s t o p r a y t h a t t h e H o l y S p i r i t

w i l l m o v e i n t h o u s a n d s u p o n t h o u s a n d s o f p l a c e s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d a s J e s u s w h o s i t s a t

t h e r i g h t h a n d o f G o d s e n d s H i m . " W h o c a n s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t . "
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I I I . C H R I S T R U L E S H I S C H U R C H . H e i s " t h e h e a d o v e r a l l t h i n g s f o r t h e c h u r c h w h i c h i s

h i s b o d y . " N o s m a l l m a t t e r ! A p a s t o r o f a c o n g r e g a t i o n t h i n k s h e i s b u s y ? a

m i s s i o n a r y n u r t u r i n g a l a r g e fl o c k o f c h u r c h e s o v e r a w i d e a r e a w o r r i e s b e c a u s e h e
c a n n o t g i v e t h e m a l l e n o u g h a t t e n t i o n . . . b u t C h r i s t r u l e s H i s c h u r c h a r o u n d t h e w o r l d ?

t h o u s a n d s o f c o n g r e g a t i o n s ? o r g a n i z a t i o n s ? a n d m o v e m e n t s . O n l y t h e D i v i n e S o n o f G o d

c o u l d p e r f o r m a f u l l - t i m e j o b l i k e t h i s ! H e c a l l s H i s o w n o u t o f t h e w o r l d ? p r e p a r e s ?

e q u i p s a n d s u p e r i n t e n d s l e a d e r s ? g o v e r n s t h e d e l i b e r a t i o n s o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s ? b r i n g s

r e v i v a l a n d e n t h u s i a s m f o r w o r l d m i s s i o n . W h e n w e a r e t e m p t e d t o w o r r y a b o u t t h e

c o n d i t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h ? r e m e m b e r i t i s H i s c h u r c h ? H i s b o d y ? H e i s L o r d o f a l l !

M o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s ? J e s u s a s t h e H e a d o f t h e C h u r c h

i n f u s e s H i s l i f e i n t o e v e r y s i n e w a n d m u s c l e a n d o r g a n o f H i s b o d y . W i t h o u t t h e l i f e

o f o u r r e s u r r e c t e d a n d l i v i n g L o r d ? H i s b o d y ? t h e c h u r c h ? c a n n o t f u n c t i o n ! L e t u s n o t

b e d i s c o u r a g e d a b o u t w h a t g o e s o n i n p a r t s o f t h e c h u r c h . . . r e m e m b e r H e l o v e s H i s

c h u r c h ? g a v e H i s l i f e f o r h e ? a n d s u s t a i n s h e r w i t h H i s p r e s e n c e a n d p r o t e c t i o n . T h e

C h u r c h i s a l i v e b e c a u s e C h r i s t i s a l i v e . S h e w i l l w i n b e c a u s e C h r i s t i s t h e v i c t o r !

N o t h i n g c a n s e p a r a t e t h e c h u r c h f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t . F o r d e c a d e s w e t h o u g h t t h e
C h r i s t i a n m o v e m e n t i n m a i n l a n d C h i n a h a d c e a s e d . . . b u t a l l t h a t t i m e i t n o t o n l y l i v e d

b u t g r e w a n d n o w o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t i n g a t h e r i n g o f s o u l s i n h i s t o r y i s t a k i n g p l a c e .

O n e T h u r s d a y n i g h t i n 1 9 7 3 w e s a t o n t h e g r o u n d i n a g r e a t p l a z a i n S e o u l ? K o r e a ? t o

w o r s h i p w i t h o v e r o n e - h a l f m i l l i o n p e o p l e a t t h e B i l l y G r a h a m c r u s a d e . A s f a r a s t h e

e y e c o u l d s e e p e o p l e s a t q u i e t l y ? o r d e r l y ? l i s t e n i n g a s t h e G o s p e l w a s p r o c l a i m e d . O n

t h e n e x t S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n w h i l e h e p r e a c h e d t o m o r e t h a n a m i l l i o n p e o p l e ? w e w e r e i n

a d i s t a n t m o u n t a i n v i l l a g e . W h i l e I e x a m i n e d n e w b e l i e v e r s f o r b a p t i s m t h a t

a f t e r n o o n ? D o t w a s i n t h e c o u r t y a r d s t a n d i n g w i t h o t h e T j b y t h e p i g - p e n l i s t e n i n g t o a

t r a n s i s t o r r a d i o c a r r y i n g t h a t r e m a r k a b l e s e r v i c e f r o m S e o u l . T w o f r o m t h i s r e m o t e

v i l l a g e h a d g o n e t o a t t e n d t h a t m e e t i n g . I t g a v e t o t h e s e n e w C h r i s t i a n s a s e n s e o f

b e l o n g i n g t o t h e v a s t c o n g r e g a t i o n s t r e t c h i n g a r o u n d t h e w o r l d .

O f t e n w e v i s i t e d r e m o t e c h u r c h e s w h i c h w e r e d i s c o u r a g i n g ? a l m o s t a b o u t t o d i e .

O n c e i n a d e e p m o u n t a i n v a l l e y w e v i s i t e d a c h u r c h w h i c h w h o s e m e m b e r s h i p c o n s i s t e d o f

t h r e e o l d g r a n d m o t h e r s . . . a n d t h e y w e r e o f d i v i d e d o p i n i o n s s o t h a t a c h u r c h - s p l i t

s e e m e d i m m i n e n t . I t l o o k e d h o p e l e s s ! B u t t h e L o r d o f t h e c h u r c h c o n t i n u e d t o w o r k

t h e r e ? s o t h a t t o d a y t h e y h a v e a b e a u t i f u l l i t t l e c h u r c h ? t h e i r o w n p a i d e v a n g e l i s t ?

a n d a fi n e l i t t l e c o n g r e g a t i o n . S e v e r a l y e a r s a g o i n a b a n k i n o u r c i t y a w e l l -

d r e s s e d y o u n g m a n a d d r e s s e d m e : " I w a s a l i t t l e b o y i n t h a t d i s t a n t S a - l y e c h u r c h ? a n d

y o u e x a m i n e d m e f o r c h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p . " I a s k e d ? " W h a t h a s h a p p e n e d s i n c e t h e n ? " I
w e n t o n t h r o u g h u n i v e r s i t y ? w e n t t o A m e r i c a ? r e c e i v e d a P h . D . a n d a m n o w a p r o f e s s o r

i n t h e l o c a l u n i v e r s i t y . " " A r e y o u s t i l l a p r a c t i c i n g C h r i s t i a n ? " I a s k e d . " O h ? y e s ?

I a m a d e a c o n i n a c h u r c h h e r e i n t h e c i t y . " N o t o n l y h a d G o d p r o s p e r e d t h e l i t t l e



c h u r c h b u t f r o m i t b r o u g h t o u t u s e f u l l e a d e r s i n s o c i e t y a n d c h u r c h . G o d d e p e n d s o n

o r d i n a r y C h r i s t i a n s l i k e y o u a n d m e t o d o H i s w o r k . . . b u t l e t ' s r e m e m b e r t h a t w h e t h e r
a t h o m e o r a b r o a d . . . H e i s t h e H e a d o f t h e C h u r c h a n d H e c o n t i n u e s t o g o v e r n a n d d i r e c t

a n d b l e s s i t s g r o w t h . " W h o c a n s e p a r a t e u s f r o m t h e l o v e o f C h r i s t ? "

I V. C H R I S T I S P R E PA R I N G O U R E T E R N A L H O M E . S i t t i n g o n t h e r i g h t h a n d o f G o d ? J e s u s

i n t e r c e d e s w i t h t h e F a t h e r f o r u s ? H e s e n d s u s H i s H o l y S p i r i t ? H e r u l e s H i s c h u r c h ?

a n d H e p r e p a r e s o u r f u t u r e . H i s t o r y h a s i t s e n d ? w o r l d e v a n g e l i s m h a s i t s g o a l t h a t

" e v e r y k n e e s h a l l b o w t a n d e v e r y t o n g u e c o n f e s s ? t h a t J e s u s C h r i s t i s L o r d . " T h e K i n g

i s c o m i n g t o w e l c o m e u s t o H i s h o u s e o f m a n y m a n s i o n s a n d t o H i s b a n q u e t f o r e v e r.

" I n m y F a t h e r ' s h o u s e a r e m a n y r o o m s ? i f i t w e r e n o t s o w o u l d I h a v e t o l d y o u t h a t I

Q Q t o p r e p a r e a p l a c e f o r y o u ? " I c a n ' t a n s w e r a s t o w h e r e t h e p l a c e i s o r w h a t i t i s

l i k e ? b u t I a c c e p t H i s p r o m i s e o f a n e t e r n a l h o m e w h e r e w e h a v e a p e r m a n e n t

r e s e r v a t i o n . N o t e t h a t J e s u s s a i d ? " I p r e p a r e a p l a c e f o r y o u . " W h o a r e t h e " y o u ? "

T h e y a r e t h o s e w h o i n r e p e n t a n c e a n d f a i t h a c c e p t t h e s a l v a t i o n o f f e r e d t h r o u g h J e s u s
C h r i s t ? a n d t h e p r i m a r y p u r p o s e o f m i s s i o n s i s t o p r o c l a i m t h a t i n v i t a t i o n . T h a t

f u t u r e o f f e r s m o r e t h a n m a g n i fi c e n t p a l a c e s o r s t r e e t s o f g o l d . . . i t o f f e r s t h e e t e r n a l

c o m p a n i o n s h i p o f o u r S a v i o u r . . . " t h a t w h e r e I a m ? t h e r e y o u m a y b e a l s o . "

O n e o f m y m o s t t r e a s u r e d m e m o r i e s i s o f 3 8 c o n t i n u o u s y e a r s o f a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h

s o m e o f t h e m o s t p i t i a b l e a n d y e t m o s t b l e s s e d s e g m e n t o f K o r e a n s o c i e t y . . . p e o p l e

a f fl i c t e d w i t h l e p r o s y . O n l y a f e w w e e k s a f t e r a r r i v i n g i n 1 9 ^ 8 a l e p e r w i t h t h i s

d i s e a s e a p p e a l e d t o m e t o c o m e b a p t i z e n e w c o n v e r t s h e h a d w o n i n a s e t t l e m e n t o f

t h e s e p e o p l e ? a n d o n o u r l a s t S u n d a y i n K o r e a w e w o r s h i p p e d w i t h t h e i r c o n g r e g a t i o n o f

a b o u t 5 0 0 ? m a n y o f w h o m w e h a d k n o w n a l l t h i s t i m e . I r e c a l l o n c e d u r i n g t h o s e e a r l y

y e a r s e x a m i n i n g f o r b a p t i s m a n o l d m a n w h o b e c a u s e o f t h e d i s e a s e w a s b l i n d ? h a d l o s t
h i s h a i r a n d p a r t s o f h i s h a n d s a n d f e e t a n d w a s i n w r e t c h e d c o n d i t i o n . H e a n s w e r e d

m y q u e s t i o n s w i t h e a s e ? g i v i n g a g o o d t e s t i m o n y t o h i s f a i t h . A s w e fi n i s h e d I a s k e d ?
" W h a t w i l l h a p p e n t o y o u w h e n y o u d i e ? " " I ' l l g o t o h e a v e n ? " h e r e p l i e d . " A n d w h a t

k i n d o f a b o d y w i l l y o u h a v e ? " P e o p l e w i t h t h i s d r e a d d i s e a s e o f t e n s e e m t o h a v e

l o s t a l l f a c i a l e x p r e s s i o n a n d t h i s m a n a l m o s t r e s e m b l e d a c o r p s e ? b u t h i s f a c e s e e m e d

t o l i g h t u p ? a s h e a n s w e r e d ? " N o t a b o d y l i k e t h i s o n e C a n d w h a t a f e a r f u l w r e c k t h a t

o n e w a s l 3 b u t o n e l i k e J e s u s l " S o m e h o w w h a t C h r i s t d i d f o r t h a t m a n ? a n d f o r t h a t

m a t t e r t o e n t i r e c o m m u n i t y w h o l i v e d i n fi l t h ? s q u a l o r ? a n d d i s e a s e b u t n o w l i v e i n

c o m f o r t a b l e h o m e s ? t h e i r d i s e a s e a l l b u t w i p e d o u t t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a n d ? a n d a b l e t o

w o r s h i p f r e e l y i n a b e a u t i f u l c h u r c h b u i I d i n g . . . s o m e h o w a l l t h i s i s a p i c t u r e o f w h a t
C h r i s t h a s d o n e f o r m i l l i o n s i n t h e l a n d o f K o r e a d u r i n g o u r l i f e t i m e . C h r i s t h a s

b r o u g h t f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n ? p e a c e w i t h G o d ? a n d h o p e o f a n e t e r n a l b l e s s e d f u t u r e . . . t o
K o r e a a n d t o e v e r y l a n d w h e r e y o u r m i s s i o n a r i e s h a v e g o n e .
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"Uho shall separate us from the love of Christ?" 2000 years ago He died for us, today
He intercedes for us before God, He sends His Holy Spirit, He governs His church, and
i n t h e f u t u r e H e h a s p r e p a r e d o u r e t e r n a l h o m e .

God is working His purpose out. As year succeeds to year.
God is working His purpose out, and the time is drawing "ear;
Nearer and nearer draws the t ime, The t ime that shal l surely be,
When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God As the waters cover the sea.
From utmost east to utmost west, Where'er man's foot hath trod.
By the mouth of many messengers Goes forth the voice of God;"Give ear to Me, ye cont inents. Ye is les, give ear to Me,
That the earth may be filled with the glory of God, As the waters cover the sea.
March we forth in the strength of God, With the banner of Christ unfurled.
That the light of the glorious gospel of Truth May shine throughout the world;
Fioht we the fight with sorrow and sin To set their captives free.That the earth may be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea.
All we can do is nothing worth, Unless God blesses the deed.
Vainly we hope for the harvest tide Till God gives life to the seed;
Yet nearer and nearer draws the t ime. The t ime that shal l surely be.
When the earth shall be filled with the glory of God, as the waters cover the

s e a .
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A 90th Birthda-5

S c r i p t u r e r e a d i n g : A c t s 1 6 : 5 - 1 0

90 years ago on Sept. 7, 1692 the first Southern Presbjrberian missionaries left for a virtually-
unknown land far across the Pacific. Korea hefibsnM.them through the stirring addresses of a
Northern Presbjrtwian missionaiy who had begun work there just 8 years before." Of the band of
7 pioneers, ° Igfiy was the first to arrive, mihh LSrmia navia landed\at Inchon, made her way
by river boat toward Seoul, and was carried by sedan chair to the c«[3̂ al, arriving to find the
city gates closed for the night. Ropes were let down, and she and her Korean lady companion
were pulled to the top of the 40-ft stone wall...reversing Paul's style of exit from Damascus.
Thus began a work which celebrates its 90th birthday this year.

Mhat can be said of this life-span of 4 score years and 10? In the first place we thank God,
saying, thv fa i thfu lnaaaj" Those 7 val iant men and women moved out in to southwestern
Korea, hitherto xmexplored by missionaries, travelling, amid inertdible hardships, making their
homes an^dg a superst i t ious and suspic ious peopfe , braving the diseases, the fi l th, and the for-
m i d i b l e t a s k o f l e a r n i n g a l a n g u a g e o n e o f t h e m d e s c r i b e d a s a h y d - r a - h f t a d f t d t n n n -
ster.'"^ Almost immediately they ran into the teeth of a local popular uprising which led to war
between Japan and China fought on Korean soil. Soon came war between Japan and Russia, then
two world wars and the Korean War. The Japanese occupation from 1910 to 1945 brought increasing
rartrftHsion of mission activity and outright :^rsefiMtlQrLof the Korean Church. The Korean War
meant mass migrations of refugees, terrible slaughter, and division of the nation. At no time ■
during that entire period has there been a peaceful transition of goverment.

It would be exciting to la ve a "this is your life" show on this birthday but we will have to con
tent oiarselves with results. Where 90 years ago there was not a single achool of any kind, a
chain of Christian junior and senior high schools with some 20,000 students continues to send out
a stream of Christian young people. Where medical care was unknown and the only hope of the sick
and suffering was the incantations of shamans or witchdoctors, three great Christian hospitals
bring a ministry of healing and hope to tens of thousands. Where aupftratjtlons^ fear of demons,
,and idolatry reigned, the Ityht of Jesus Christ now s bines, and joyous songs of praise are raised
from a million voices in approximately 4000 churches in the part of Rorea served by this 90-year
•old mission. Where only thw m"^asionary knew that God loved the world so much that He gave lis
only begotten Son, Christian colleges and seminaries produce hundreds of gradiwtes each year...
men and women'prepared not only to lead their own people, but also those of distant land#s into
the ligfai^of the knowledge of Jesus Christ. Truly, "Orgsti

Tod fly, the 90-year old work which you Presbyterians have sponsored is very much aUsB and vigorous
So is the entire Korean Church which celebrates her iQfH-.h ^onivftyaaiTr in 19S4. This spring theoatdow obssrved the lOOth anniversary of diplombtie relations between Korean and the Ifaited
States, re-affirming our strong ties of friendship. Almost anything you can say about this littlecountry is true. She is independent. prodnctiva. pssssas^ze, and PrtCPCrtM in compari
son with most other developing lands. Her manufactured products are in our U.S. markets, over
100,000 construction workers are in the Arabk oil-producing lands alone, her people...many ofth«n highly skilled technicians.. .migrate all over the world. In the face of a fplly arm^, ag
gressive, communist North Korea whose armies stand within artilly range of Seoul itself, the gov
ernment of South Korea is fianti3LJaU4£a$y and aut.horitarlsn, and from our American vieî int

h , n n » n r i g h t s b v p r o h i b i t i n g a l l o p p o s i t i o n , a n d s o m e t i m e s .
dare to speak out, a situation demanding the prayers and concern of all Christian people, let it
is also true that magflfts ara allowed complete freedom of movement and the right to self-ful
fillment through education, vocation, ^-amily and social life. Best of all there are no restric
tions upon preaching the Gospel and cariying on normal church life.
A recent t^«io Magw'zinft article quotes a researcher as saying that "South Korea demonstrates the
world's most the churches are growing by 6.6^ a year, fully two-thirds
through corwersion rather than the birth rate. By the end of the centu^ (this researcher) pre-
jects. South Korea will be Christian." True perhaps, brt let me fill you ^sfifiM±AJ.0st you get a distorted pictiaree All is not gold that glitters • ft ffl^^llioi^
Protestants, two-thirds are Presbyterian, but divided into at least 29 denominations. SaStisEBSi-
m^especially between geographical regions, is rampant. With growing urbanization, influx of
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both the good and the bad of Western culture, siaterlalism and secularization...there is ^ strong
drift sway from the church by the youth who throng to the big cities. Do you have -scandals in
American churches? Korean churches have them too, maybe more of them. This spring the
of the chui^h served by my Korean assistant just disappeared with all the church assets plus money
borrowed from other church members. Marital scandals and irregularities among pastors or evangel
ists sometimes tear congregations apart, stran^^a thanlogifts from abroad and
such as the Moonies so well known here in the States lead many astray. The age-old shamanism of
the people is carried over into tremendous faith-heaUng movements whose leaders sometimes ^ss
fortunes with dubious results among their adherents. The missionary shares these SESfeiSffls with
his Korean brethren...they take up his time, and^Sa«te heart-ache arai discouragement, and they
are causes for prayer by you who are fellow laborers at home, although they don't make good mater
i a l f o r m i s s i o n a d d r e s s e s .

In speaking of our own work against this background you will have to pardon ^
say that I am uroud to be a member of a team with this 90 year old record, and of a family identified with two-thirds of that history. Two verses from the missionary career ^
our work for the past few years. Acts 16:5 reads: wei^»stjMjg^hen&d^^,tho faita,

increased in number Verse 10 reads: <d.ra1 ffhtway we sought, tp .grx,fprt.h..lntrwW i i n I „ a n i w f l e h „ ± h e _ g o a i t o l J m f c a - t i h @ a i u ' '

Verse 5 concludes an account of how Paul and his companions toured churches they had previoiwly
founded to str̂ hen and encourage these new Christians, to ddeped-'their faith with instruction
in the Gospel, and to help win new converts. After 3A years in North Chulla province, and wit
nessing an almost 10-fold increase in the number of churches, and having a small part in helping
many scores of them get started, they have become like a large family of children. We sperti much
time visiting among them, holding Sunday services,; and dropping in on other days.
garden not onlyltias to be planted, but gigdn daily! attention to hoe and weed and so on, if it is
to produce. We work the churches like a garden and it is a delight to keep up acfuaintances,
call on the back-sliders, and speak to villagers about Christ. Many hoin.a we sit on the
floor with the local evangelist and some of his members, answerii® questions, dbying to mature
their faith andkknowledge of the life in Christ. We are always welcomed. As the only missionary
man anri vrifa team ^ w thia kind of work that I knowi of in Korea, we find that Dot 's friendship
with the wives of these chiirch leaders and other Christians contributes to our ministry in terms
n o o n e c a n m e a s u r e .

Our biggest deUght is helping to start â s..£bjaEfiĥ s. This year we have already worshipped inJL
which did not exist a year ago. One of these was M=mwhere we worshipped 3 Sundays ago. It
is a scenic spot, with a magnificent stone formation or outcropping from a hxll rising immediately
behind the central village. For many years I had passed this place as I travelled between adja
cent churches but the Lord had not given us an opening to start a church. Last year He opened
the way by sending new Christians to live there. A Presbyterian elder was sent as principal of
the elementary sdiool and began holding services in his own home. A devout young lady teacher
from a city church also came and helped with the Sunday School. 6 months ago the elder was trans-
fered elsewhere, and the young lady got in touch with pur Presbytery evangeUsm committee. 3months ago a seminary student was sent to begin work, the corâ ttee v̂ ited and
tion of a small plot of land. When we worshipped there on July 18 a foundation had already been
poured for a small church building which will be finished by the time we return in lateS worshipped in a school room with about 30 adults, some who had previouslyto other churches, but most of them new converts just beginning a new life in Cĵ xst. No matterhow many of these situations we may have a part in, there is never a SfJ®̂ ®J
than witnessing the birth of a new cell in the body of Christ Jesus. Uke Paul w®have the thrill of seeing ohiirchfts 3trey.hened in the faith, and incypasing in mm̂hey lyt
A^„l6riQ-tells of Paul's missionary team receiving the call to go tog3 had called them to preach the gospel to them. Several years ago w® ̂  ̂he ̂ rd hg ŝ larwork for us. Off the south coast of Korea is somewhat like Sicily is J®
though not so large. Another missionary had previpusly served there,SsSonâ  among its 450,000 people. Dot and I were free to spend a month each spring and fallon Cheju, taking our car on the five and a half hour ferry trip from the mainland in order to
work this 50 by 30 mile iiland. A disadvantage of modern missions is jet travel...it takes a
boat trip to feel Uke real missionaries again! Cheju is one of the world's most beautiful
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spots with a gnwing international tourist trade. The foot-balled shaped island is dominated
i>7 an ^7"" about the height of Mt, Mitchell, while 360 small satellite volcanoescreate a pok-marked moonscape appearance. 1700 varieties ofnTdl^Mjki faiona, lush groves of
tangerines, wide open cattle ranches, and exotic views everywhere make Cheju a veritable paradise.
These people fiaiaea_^„hlpxyj of Mongol and Japanese invaders. South-sea islanders, ship-wrecked
Dutchmen, as well as strains from the heart of Asia, affecting their language and culture.
Out of all this come superstition, shamanism, and Buddhism c£mpxuadaL.and amHaHgharij
more sheer "heathenism" than anywhere we have seen on the mainland. Evidence of Buddhism is
everywhere. Weird soidc.formations, laya eavas aivl grottoes, gaaclsd. trees, etc. are objects of
worship. 18»iMLdifferent spirits are .said to inhabit these places. HHwriywda of practicingshamans are intermediaries with thiŝ 6j>r'ing world, performinf̂ tseTO^̂ nies to placate spirits and
insure good fortune. Thousands of lOffiB-who dive for h ighly pjd.zed eaes^e sea-creatures off the
craggy coasts are devout spirit worshippers. We visited one inland.village where the evangelist
told how his neighbors anawas .. .whan they see one in the road they fall down and worship
right there. AJaaside takes the household idols...b basketful of snakes...to her new home.
In this atmosphere lives the nHnrnh nf nhgju. Ghn^stian work began in 1907 when the fiarst all-
Korea Presbytery at its organizational meeting sent one of its first 7 ordained ministers as a
missionary to Cheju. Tha nhnrnhfts planted by thatppioneer at risk of his life survive. Strong
churches exist in the two cities, greatly helped by influx of mainlanders more receptive to the
Gospel than the nat ive of rura l churches are desperate ly weak becauseof strong resistance to Christian f̂hsaused bv dggpareeteil-superstitions and a natural aversion
of islanders to all outsiders^^n the mainland 1 out of 5 ^pIg'H^Mae..gaî abe Christian,
bub in Cheju only 1 out of 15. and less thanJ22S.-of.i.thA,Jri,la,i7rtqga are baptizeg fl̂rge vi 11 ages
of several thousand people rem*inwwithout churches. Securing and keeping trained pastors and
bub in Cheju only 1 out of 15. and less than J2S.-of.i.thA,J are baptizeff^flrge vi I lagea
of several thousand people rem* inwwithoub churches. Securing and keeping trained pastors and
evangelists from the mainland presents another problem^

i>cegkIn the past two years we have gll 7̂  churches and outposts of Cheĵ  including three on
off-shore smile r islands, and have identified and begun to concentrate atteî xon on the^w a^
very weak spots. Making w and adapting to different w^ hasrê rding. Ckia-ssming after a service, we were entertained in the home of the local post-MSter.His wifê produced a special deUcany which she said was very expensive. It was a great shellwith some kind of grey giob in it. When we didn't iappear particular̂  enthusxastic, she"See it's still alive I" So it was...we could see it heavxng up and ̂ wn Ixke ̂ his. A tm ̂utes'later it appeared, neatly sUced, without benefit of cooking.. .and nothing would Jo b̂  wmet eat. After ohaIo Pa. 8:8Jias taken on new meaning..."whatsoever passeth through the paths
o f t h e s e a s J "

Che1u Presbytery has begun to assign us the oversight of definite projects. One xs ̂ J® J®*▶ arsStSanrSuhlli, inland about 5 miles from the sea. Several years ago a Chrxstxan

par t tcuUr ly

had Ten Commandments and since the Buddhists ̂  ̂  Commandments. But as she read tte

the Semon on the Mount and other J®'oX»^rSuhn will fiid that God has
for her sins. Pray that when we return this fall to
used this faithful servant to bring more souls into His kindgom.
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S o ^
iyML,aa«mop̂  accept the Gospel so readily and chiarches multiplŷ in Korea. Among other answers,the earJy m§sXsmx^B were giants vHio laid strong fo\mdations by excellent methodsj nn strongly

loftflili, rf̂ liglons existed, Korean has never been subjected to Wast am iTOpftT'iaT1»'w, her
people have suffare^l tfirrtbly, the new Christians were instructed in the^Sa^SwereTHent
personal ssaogfilists, arxi the Hr>ly opened their minds aisd hearts. But more than mission-
az*ies or methods, it is the ^essagp which God has used to t ransfoim a nation. Do you ever wonder
what message the missionary tried to give in remote places where there is so little understanding
of the of sin, of the love of Gpd. of what ^hrist has done and is doing
for us, and of the rffiMLfireatuces He wants us to be. I make great use of the parables of esus,
who knew, so well how to teach so that the common pbople heard Him gladly, I also like to use the
stiroy of t the sinner curious to see Jesus, who would up entertaining Him for dinner, ani
was blessed by Jesus who accepted his repentance aiid faith and heard the Master's benediction}
" f o d a y h q s s a l v a t i o n c o m e t o t h i s f p y I t p

î ^his is the good news which in 90 years resulted in the church of Korea today, Thî î  t̂ OjOTOd'̂ news your mifls-t onaTy evangelist preaches in unchurched villages, and hla wife taeaaags t̂̂  her'week
ly visits tp. the women's section of the penitentiary and a nearby rest-home for people with mental
ppoblems, •'"his is the good news in which ghristiarinabreahionnstructicEi workers rejoice in their
chtarch services in Arab Muslim lands where other Christian witness is prohibited, ^he^is the good
news Christian Korean nurses and miners in Germany share with Europeans. This is the good news
which nurttired the church in-jaainland China during three decamdes of Communist effort to wipe it
out but whidi has doubled in membership during that period, and whichocdntinaes to triumph in
every ttHha anA nation and tongue around the world ,̂,the good news that God wants every prodigal
ba<flc in His household enoughfrto give His son to die for the world. This is the good news I pray
the American church will continue to proclaim to the ends of the earth, m fwe ^a^s/

For I am not ashamed of the gospel;
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Text; "Since|iwe have so great a cloud of wiitnesses..." Heb. 12:1
S c r i p t u r e . R e a d i n g : H e b . 11 : 3 2 — 1 2 : 2 . ^H e b . 1 1 : 3 2 — 1 2 : 2 . C f T d ^ » i ^ \ ^ ' C b v e .
A l m o s t e x a c t l y 9 0 y e a r s a g o , o n S e p t . 7 , 1 8 9 2 , f a r e w e l l s e r v i c e s w e r e h e l d i n S t .
L o u i s f o r t h e fi r s t S o u t h e r n P r e s b y t e r i a n m i s s i o n a r i e s l e a v i n g f o r a v i r t u a l l y u n
k n o w n l a n d f a r a c r o s s t h e P a c i fi c . K o r e a h a d b e c k o n e d t h r o u g h t h e s t i r r i n g a d d r e s
ses o f Horace Underwood who had begun work there 8 years before and whose brother
J o h n , o f t y p e w r i t e r f a m e , m a d e t h e i n i t i a l $ 2 0 0 0 g i f t t o s e n d t h e m o u t . T h e s e m i s
s i o n a r i e s h a d b a t t e r e d d o w n t h e r e l u c t a n c e o f t h e h o m e b o a r d w h i c h h a d . s t a t e d t h a t
it had "npithpr mfin, irifinns. nor tr. onan a ngw mission in an nnkn^^ rmintrv
l i k e K o r e a . " ( N o t t h e l a s t t i m e a b o a r d h a s m i s j u d g e d m i s s i o n a r y d e t e r m i n a t i o n ! )
I l l n e s s s e p a r a t e d t h e p a r t y , a n d o f t h e b a n d o f 7 p i o n e e r s , a l a d y w a s t h e fi r s t t o
a r r i v e . M i s s L i n n i e D a v i s l a n d e d a t I n c h o n O c t . 1 8 , m a d e h e r w a y b y r i v e r b o a t
t o w a r d S e o u l , a n d w a s c a r r i e d b y s e d a n c h a i r t o t h e c a p i t a l , a r r i v i n g t o fi n d t h e
c i t y g a t e s c l o s e d f o r t h e n i g h t . R o p e s w e r e l e t d o w n , a n d s h e a n d h e r K o r e a n l a d y
compan ion were pu l led to the top o f the 40- f t wa l l . . . revers ing Pau l ' s s ty le o f ex i t
f r o m D a m a s c u s . T h u s b e g a n a w o r k w h i c h c e l e b r a t e s i t s 9 0 t h b i r t h d a y t h i s f a l l .

W h a t c a n b e s a i d o f t h i s l i f e - s p a n o f 4 s c o r e y e a r s a n d 1 0 ? F i r s t o f a l l , w e t h a n k
G o d , s a y i n g , " G r e a t i s t h y f a i t h f u l n e s s ! " T h o s e 7 v a l i a n t m e n a n d w o m e n m o v e d o u t
i n t o s o u t h w e s t e r n K o r e a , h i t h e r t o u n e x p l o r e d b y a n y w e s t e r n e r s , t r a v e l l i n g a m i d i n
c r e d i b l e h a r d s h i p s , m a k i n g t h e i r h o m e s u n d e r p r i m i t i v e c o n d i t i o n s a m o n g a s u s p i c i o u
people , brav ing the d iseases, the fi l th , an id the formidable task o f learn ing a lang
uage one of them described as a "st i ff-neckad. hvdra-headed monster." Almost imme
d i a t e l y t h e y r a n i n t o t h e t e e t h o f a p o p u l a r u p r i s i n g o f t h e To n g - h a k s , a q u a s i -
religious political sect disgruntled 6ver cibject poverty, high taxes, corrupt offi
c i a l s . I t s t a r t e d w i t h a m a g i s t r a t e n a m e d L C h o o f t h e K o b u d i s t r i c t a b o u t 3 5 m i l e s
s o u t h w e s t o f C h u n j u w h o s o r i l e d u p t h e p e a s a n t s t h a t t h e y r o s e I n a r m e d r e b e l l i o n ,
t a k i n g o v e r r e g i o n s o f P u a n a n d K i m j e a n d fi n a l l y C h u n j u i t s e l f , c a u s i n g t h e e v a c
u a t i o n o f t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s w h o h a d j u s t a r r i v e d . T h e r e w e r e b l o o d y b a t t l e s w i t h
g o v e r n m e n t t r o o p s h e r e i n w h i c h 5 0 0 r e b e l s w e r e s l a i n . . . I h a v e b e e n t o l d i n t h e v a l
ley betwee,n^here and Ta-ga-san, though I cannot confirm that. The government callein Chinesle^l^^p which led to Japanese intervention as well^ resulting in the Sino-
.^anese war fought on Korean soil. Then came war between Japan^and Russia, twowor l d wa rs and t he Ko rean War. The Japanese occupa t i on f r om 1910 t o 1945 b rough t
i n c r e a s i n g r e p r e s s i o n o f m i s s i o n a c t i v i t y a n d o u t r i g h t p e r s e c u t i o n o f t h e K o r e a n
c h u r c h . T h e K o r e a n Wa r m e a n t m a s s m i g r a t i o n s o f r e f u g e e s , t e r r i b l e s l a u g h t e r , a n d
d i v i s i o n o f t h e n a t i o n . A t n o t i m e d u r i n g t h a t e n t i r e p e r i o d h a s t h e r e b e e n a

t r a n s i t i o n o f g o v e r n m e n t .
h o i

It would be exciting to have a "rhis vot^r life" show on this 90th birthday.
90 years ago there were no schools of any kind, no modem medical care for the sick
a n d s u f f e r i n g , a n d s u p e r s ^ t i t i o n , f e a r o f d e m o n s a n d i d o l a t r y f e i g n e d . T h e n o n l y
a handful of missiona^iies,, knew that God loved the world so much that He gave His
only begotten Son./CTo tra^e the sttory'^todtoday when joyous songs of praise are
r a i s e d f r o m a m i l l i o n v o i c e s o f t h o s e w h o l o v e t h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t i n a p p r o x i m a t e
l y 4 0 0 0 c h u r c h e s i n t h e p a r t o f K o r e a s e r v e d b y t h i s 9 0 - y e a r o l d m i s s i o n ^ w o u l d b o
thril l ing. But this is a "this is your life" show, nor a missions^ address to
d e s c r i b e w h a t w e a r e d o i n g , n o r y e t a r e p o r t o n t h e K o r e a n C h u r c h a n d i t s i n s t i t u
tions. TnfiHfiriiffiti ua try instead to learnsueeeaaful ai^iteets of the Christian structure in Korea today.
W e h a v e j u s t r e a d p a r t o f t h e g r e a t r o l l c a l l o f t h e h e r o e s o f t h e f a i t h i n H e b r e w s
...those "who by faith conqi:»red kingdoms, (performed acts of righteousness, obtain
e d p r o m i s e s . . . " a n d s o o n . H e b . 1 2 : 1 c o n c l u d e s t h a t l i s t b y c h a l l e n g i n g u s t o f o l
l ow. . . ^ i nee we have so g rea t a e<Ko tn t o f w i t nesses su r roudd ing us . " You and I a re
l i k e r a c e r s i n a s t a d i u m . I n t h e s t a n d s , r i s i n g t i e r a b o v e t i e r a s s p e c t a t o r s a r e
t h o s e w h o l i k e A b e l a n d E n o c h a n d N o a h a n d A b r a h a m a n d M o s e s h a v e t r i u m p h e d " b y
fa i th" and received the crown of v ic tory as a reward. Above us on the h i l ls ide
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a b o u t 5 0 y a r d s a w a y a r e t h e m o r t a l r e m a i n s o f t w o o f t h e o r i g i n a l s e v e n . W e c a n
imagine in thoseAsrands w<m i/iiii IihiUjIik' Reynoldsr Junkin, Ta1;^e, McCutchen, Bell,
Mat^ ie Ingold, Bul l , Preston, Wi lson, Talmage.. .a lmost 200 of them before any of us
n e r 6 b e g a n o u r w o r k . B u t m o r e t h a n w i t n e s s i n g w h a t w e a r e a n d d o t o d a y, i n a f a r
greater sense thpy arfi wil-nRfifSfin t.n whdt firiil nnn dn with mfin nnd wrnnpn nf fdith.
They are testimony to God's power, to His guidance, to His way of accomplishing
His purposes . I t i s in th is sense tha t today I want us to th ink o f th is " l i© g rea t
a c l o u d o f w i t n e s s e s . " w h a t o f n f t o n i a w a r p t h A v . w h f l t T H a d f i g r e a t » h s a /

rif Thev were ordinarv people whom G^d used in extraordinanr ways. Like Peter or
B a r n a b a s t h e y p o s s e s s e d n o r m a l p h y s i c a l , m e n t a l a n d s p i r i t u a l a b i l i t y . T h e a b n o r
m a l f e a t u r e w a s t h e i r c o n fi d e n c e t h a t G o d h a d c o m m i s s i o n e d t h e m , a n d t h i s g a v e t h e n
a d e t e r m i n a t i o n a n d d r i v e t h a t c a n o n l y i n s p i r e o u r a w e . I f w e a r e u p s e t b e c a u s e
o u r c l o t h e s h a v e m i l d e w e d w h i l e w e w e r e o n f u r l o u g h , o r t h e c a r r e f u s e s t o s t a r t ,
o r t he d rug - room can ' t fi l l ou r o rde r, imag ine s ta r t i ng ou t 90 yea rs ago w i th l i t
e r a l l y n o t h i n g ! H o w t h o s e fi r s t 7 e v e n g n r v i v e d . l e t a l o n e a c c o m p l i s h e d a n j E t h i n g ,
w a s n o t h i n g s h o r t o f a m i r a c l e . L i k e a n y b o d y e l s e t h e y w e r e t i r e d a t t i m e s , d i s -
r n i i r o g p fl . f r u s t r fl t . fi d , R i n K > d l B g n s t e d , i n n e l y. ^ . y e t w h a t p I h g K . i n q f t r m i t y r w i s d n m ,
a n d s p i r i t u a l n n w p r fi n d g a v e t h e m !

J u s t t o i l l u s t r a t e : I t w a s a s i ' x < ^ a y r r i p f r o m S e o u l t o C h u n j u o n f o o t o r p o n y -
b a c k t h r o u g h b a n d i t i n f e s t e d a r e a s . O n h i s fi r s t t r i p i n 1 R 9 3 . T u n k l n w a s s w e p t
o f f h i s f e e t w h i l e f o r d i n g a r i v e r a n d r e s c u e d b y a K o r e a n . A r r i v i n g h e r e h e
b o u g h t f o r $ 2 6 t h e fi r s t m i s s i o n r e s i d e n c e . . . a s t r a w - t h a t c h e d h u t o n W a n s a n . h i l l .
T h e n e x t y e a r M r . Ta t e a n d h i s s i s t e r l i v e d t h e r e f o r 6 w e e k s . S o m e 5 0 0 w o m e n c a m e
e v e r y d a y t o s e e t h i s s t r a n g e w o m a n w i t h f a i r h a i r a n d b l u e e y e s . M r Ta t e s t a r t e d
p r e a c h i n g a t o n c e , a n d f r o m t h e s t a r t 5 t o 8 m e n a t t e n d e d S u n d a y s e r v i c e s . B u t t h e
w o r k w a s i n t e r u p t e d b y t h e To n g h a k r e b e l l i o n w h e n t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s w e r e f o r c e d t o
r e t u r n t o S e o u l . E a r l y i n 1 8 9 5 t h e v r e t u r n e d t o fi n d a t h i r d o f t h e c i t y d e s t r o y e d
a n d n o n e o f t h e e a r l i e r c o n v e r t s c o u l d b e f o u n d . I l l n e s s p l a g u e d t h e l i t t l e b a n d .
L e s s t h a t a y e a r a f t e r a r r i v a l i n 1 8 9 2 t h e fi r s t i n f a n t s o n o f t h e R e y n o l d s d i e d .
M a n y y e a r s a g o I m o v e d f r o m K u n s a n t o o u r c e m e t e r y t h e g r a v e s o f t h r e e l i t t l e J u n -
k i n c h i l d r e n w h o h a d d i e d w i t h i n a s h o r t p e r i o d .

O r d i n a r y p e o p l e , y e s . . . b u t G o d g a v e t h e m s t r e n g t h t o s t i c k i t o a t i E v e r y t h i n g h a d
t o t e g i n f r o m g r o i t t d - Z fi r o . w i t h n o s c h o o l s t h e r e w a s n o l e a d e r s h i p , s o t h e y s t a r t
e d w i t h t h e fi r s t g r a d e , a n d m e t h o d i c a l l y a n d p a t i e n t l y t r a i n e d t h e t a l e n t w e s o
e a s i l y t a k e f o r g r a n t e d t o d a y, t h o s e w h o d e c a d e s l a t e r w o u l d s t a f f s c h o o l s a n d
h o s p i t a l s a n d c h u r c h e s . M o s t d i f fi c u l t w a s t o p e n e t r a t e t h e p e r v a s i v e s p i r i t u a l
d a r k n e s s w i t h t h e l i g h t o f t h e G o s p e l . E x p l a i n i n g e v e n t h e s i m p l e s t C h r i s t i a n
t r u t h s w h e n e v e n t h e p r o p e r l a n g u a g e w a s u n a v a i l a b l e , t e a c h i n g B i b l i c a l n a r r a t i v e s
t o t h o s e w h o h a d n e v e r h e a r d o f B i b l e c h a r a c t e r s , c u s t o m s , o r l a n d s , i n t r o d u c i n g
t h e n e w l i f e i n C h r i s t . . . a l w a s m o r e d i f fi c u l t t h a n t e a c h i n g i n f a n t s t o w a l k a n d
t a l k b e c a u s e i t r e q u i r e d a b r e a k w i t h a g e - o l d t r a d i t i o n s a n d a l l e g i a n c e s . F a m i l i e s
p e r s e c u t e d t h e fi r s t o f t h e i r n u m b e r t o a c c e p t S h r i s t . M a n y a t a l e w a s t o l d o f
\ w o m e n a r r o u s i n g t h e f o n s n p p n a i t i o n o f t h e i r h u s b a n d s b e c a u s e a s C h r i s t i a n s
t h e y r e f u s e d t o p r e p a r e t h e s a c r i fi c i a l m e a l s f o r j a n e e s t o r w o r s h i p r i t e s . L a t e r i r
t h e l i f e o f t h e m i s s i o n , y e a r s o f p e r s e c u t i o n u n d e r t h e J a p a n e s - P r e g i m e , s t a r t i n g
a l l w o r k o v e r a g a i n a f t e r W » r l d W a r I I a n d t h e K o r e a W a r . . . a l l t r i e d t h e s k i l l ,
the patience, and the endurance of those who have gone befo^fj,(,us. We exclaim. What
gianjis! What gen^ujfest Yet they were really quite ordinary^with faults and short-
c o M n g s . T h f t y m n d fi T n i a t n K e s , g n Tw g t l t n fl g w e r e . . s h o r t s i g h t e d . B u t G o d o v e r - r u l e c
and by H is g race accomp l i shed r e s u l t s !

[lll^ThevjfflSlSSS^ Seldom in the history of the church has the ''feli©w-r h e s a i n t s " b e e n m o r e e v i d e n t t h a n w i t h i n t h i s b a n d o f m i s s i o n a r i e s . T h e y
w o r k e d t o g e t h e r , p l a y e d t o g e t h e r , w e p t t o g e t h e r , a n d l a u g h e d t o g e t h e r . T h e j J i * S 2 i p - "
p c r t f t f A a c h n f h e r c a r r i e d t h e m t h r o u g h m a n y a d a r k h o u r . O f t e n t h e y w e r e c l o s e r
kn i t t han a fam i l y, w i t h t i es l as t i ng l ong i n to re t i r emen t yea rs . Humor p layed a
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l a rge pa r t , o f ten h i l a r i ous and to the u t te r as ton i shmen t o f more d ign i fied loca l
f r i e n d s . S n i d e r e m a r k s a p p e a r e v e n i n s t o d g y m i s s i o n m i n u t e s . H e r e i s t h e 1 9 0 4
report of the committee examining rhun^u gtafclnn rftAordsi "Tn severalf ■{ gnrftg in the monthly accounts aresojx^^iedupthat it is impossible to read
t h e m i n t e l l i g i b l y . . . W e r e c o m m e n d t h a t t h e m i n u t e b o o k b e r e t i r e d o n a c c o u n t o f a g e ,
on a pension, and that care be exercised in selecting a new one to see that i t is
cons ide rab ly l a rge r than a t p resen t . " P rac t i ca l l y the who le m iss ion wen t to Ch id i
S a n i n t h e s u m n ^ r s , a n d m i s s i o n m e e t i n g s w e r e o f t e n h e l d t h e r e . I r e m e m b e r o n e s t u n
night about 50 years ago which was put on like a radio show, complete with a card
b o a r d m i k e f o r t h e M C . I n t h o s e d a y s o f J a p a n e s e r u l e a l l r a d i o s t a t i o n s b e g a n
t h e i r c a l l l e t t e r s w i t h J , s o t h i s s t a t i o n w a s J O K E . T h e n e x t d a y J a p a n e s e d e t e c
tives, undoubtedly tipped off by spies in our midst, arrived up the mount^n^ to
confisca te th i s susp ic ious b i t o f subros ive equ ipment fo r tba refiu l examina t ion .
P r o m t h e fi r s t , t h e r e c o r d s c l e a r l y s h o w h o w t h e w o r k w a s o r d e r l y a n d e f fi c i e n t .
E a c h d e c i s i o n w a s t h e r e s u l t o f m u c h p r a y e r . w i t h f n i i f r o m a l l a g g i e s . O n e
t h i n g m i s s i o n a r i e s h a d i n t h o s e d a y s w h i c h w e d o n ' t s e e m t o h a v A . - r > f
for d^l^berate decision making, but it paid off. Their long sessions of Bible
study^Xstation oraver meetings provided the spiritual power to maintain unity and
m a k e w i s e d e c i s i o n s . N o t t h a t t h e r e w e r e n e v e r d i f f e r e n c e s o f e o t n A o n a n d s t r o n g
d i sag reemen t . The re we re p l en t y o f fie r ce figh t s , ho t a rgumen ts , fi s t - pound ing ,
a n d t e a r s . . . b u t t o t h e b e s t o f m y k n o w l e d g e n o s e r i o u s r i f t i n t h e o v e r a l l u n i t y o f
the group. They could always shake hands and tear off to the tennis court together
Probably the mos4 serious differences arose over pArscnwAi. as each station strug
g l e d t o m a i n t a i n a s t a f f f o r w o r k i t n a t u r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d m o r e n e e d y t h a n a n y o t h e r
E v e n s t h e d e n r e s s i e n y e a r s , w h e n m i s s i o n a r i e s k e p t c u t t i n g t h e i r o w n i ^ a l a r i e i s r a t h e
t h a n b u d g e t s f o r " t h e w o r k " t h e s p i r i t u a l p o w e r o f C h r i s t i a n f e l l o w s h i p w i t h s t o o d
t h e s e v e r e s t r a i n s .

T h e s i t u a t i o n w h i c h c o u l d m u s t e a s i l y h a v e s p l i t u p t h i s t e a m - s p i r i t c a n « i n t h e
1 9 3 p s w h e n t h e J a p a n e s e a u t h o r i t i e s b e g a n o r d e r i n g a l l K o r e a n s t o b o w a t t h e S h i n t f

. s h z ± n e & . T h i s p a r t i c u l a r l y a f f e c t e d t h e s c h o o l s w h i c h w e r e o r d e r e d t o a t t e n d s h r i r
w o r s h i p o r e l s e b e c l o s e d . A s a m a n , t h e m i s i i o n c h o s e t o c l o s e t h e m , a l t h o u g h
t h i s m e a n t a s e r i o u s b l o w t o l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g i n a t i m e o f g r e a t c h u r c h g r o w t h .
A g a i n d u r i n g t h e t r a g i c c h u r c h d i v i s i n n a o f 1 9 5 2 a n d 1 9 5 9 . t h e u n i t y o f t h e m i s
s i o n a r i e s i n t h e i r p u r s u i t o f o r d e r a n d h a r m o n y i n t h e K o r e a n C h u r c h w a s a d e m o n
s t r a t i o n o f t h e p o w e r o f t h e f e l l o w s h i p o f t h e s a i n t s . A s i n t h e e a r l y d a y s o f
t h e A p o s t o l i c C h u r c h , w h e n t h e s a i n t s w e r e " o f q h a m i n d " G o d b l e s s e d w i t h t h e
p o w e r o f H i s H o l y S p i r i t .

T h e v m a i n t a i n e d a b a l a n c e d a n d u n i fi e d a p p r o a c h . T h e b a l a n c e c a m e w i t h i n a
nat tern o f d i f fe rent fo rms o f work n t i 1 i t : !nc th«a amaz- iwc var - {<aty o f ta len ts and
p r o f e s s i o n a l s k i l l s o f t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s . E v a n g e l i s t i c , e d u c a t i o n a l a n d m e d i c a l
p rog rams were meshed toge the r. The .Aduca t l nwa l n rna ram began w i th e lemen ta ry schoc
a n d r a n t h r o u g h c o l l e g e t r a i n i n g , a n d b r a n c h e d o u t i n t o B i b l e i n s t i t u t e a n d s e m i n
a r y t r a i n i n g . E a c h s t a t i o n h a d m e d i c a l w o r k , w i t h D r . M a t t i e T n c o l d s t a r t i n g o u r
work in Chun ju . . .aga in in tegra ted w i th evange l is t i c work w i th miss ionar ies ass igned
t o t h i s f u n c t i o n w h o w e r e n o t n e c e s s a r i l y m e d i c s . . . I d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e s e o l d r e c -
o a S s t h a t m y f a t h e r w a s o n c e " w u n - j a n g " o f t h e M o k p o h o s p i t a l . C a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n
was g iven to finances , p roper ty, rq l j ^^ , cngcerg fo r the ou tcas ts and dregs o f
s o c i e t y, a n d p l a i n g g o d - n e i g h b o r l i n e s s . . . t h a t a l l s h o u l d h c n c r r h r - i s r a n d m a k e H i m
k n o w n . R e s p o n s e t o d i r e c t e v a n g e l i s t i c e f f o r t s a n d c h u r c h p l a n t i n g w a s a t fi r s t
p a i n f u l l y s l o w, w i t h o n l y o n e o r t w o b a p t i z e d e a c h y e a r u p u n t i l 1 9 0 0 w h e n a s u d d e r
e x p l o s i o n o f e v a n g e l i s m t o o k p l a c e . B u t t h e m i n u t e s o f e a r l y m e e t i n g s s h o w t h a t
i n w e a v i n g a l l t h i s t a p e s t r y e a c h m i s s i o n a r y, i n c l u d i n g m i s s i o n a r y w i v e s , w a s g i v e r
c a r e f u l a n d d e t a i l e d a s s i g n m e n t s , a n d r e q u i r e d t o m a k e c o m p l e t e r e p o r t s s o t h a t
everything was done "iteyentlv and in order."
A b a l a n c e d a p p r o a c h . . . b u t b u i l t o n a s o l i d s t r a t e g y k n o w n a s t h e " W e v i u s o l a n "
which from the human point of view deserves a major share of the paaifke for the



strength and size of the Korean chirrch today. Dr. John Nevius, a missionary in
^antung, China, out l ined th is p lan which depended upon the unified support of a wh
whole mission working in a given area from the very start . He had vis i ted Korea
i n 1 8 9 0 a n d t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n m i s s i o n s a g r e e d t o a d o p t t h e p l a n . I t c a l l e d f o r t h e
wides t poss ib le i t inera t ion bv miss ionary evange l is ts to avo id the dangers o f over
c e n t r a l i z a t i o n a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m . g e 1 f - « i i p n o r t . s e 1 f - r m v e m t n e n t . a n d f - i n r o n a
a a t i o n w e r e c a r d i n a l p o i n t s . N P W h p l t p f f p r s w e r e t o b e o r g a n i z e d i n t o l i t t l e g r o u p s
i n s t r u c t e d b y a n a t i v e h e l p e r l o c a l l y s u p p o r t e d a l m o s t a t o n c e . T h e y w e r e t o
bu i ld the i r own p laces of worsh ip . Temporary o fficers were appointed by the mis
sionary but as soon as possible they elected their own and soon were encouraged to
organize their own presbytery, general assembly, e€ t . This avoided dependencv upor
f o r e i g n m o n e v a n d l e a d e r s h i p ^ I l i k e t o t h i n k t h i s f o l l o w e d t h e e x a m p l e o f t h e
Apostle Paul who after winning converts in a string of cities across Asia Minor,
appo in ted loca l l eaders and le f t . . . re tu rn ing f rom t ime to t ime to s t reng then and
encourage the conver t s , t o deepen the i r f a i t h w i th fu r the r i ns t ruc t i on , and to
help win new believers. Like ^nv nnnA han r-^nh. the SP team had clear goals, a
s p i r i t o f u n i t y a n d p o o l i n g o f t a l e n t s , a n d p l a y e d b y t h e r u l e s .

S£S2S«̂  ̂ele people had come to preach the Gospel.More important that I missiSn^teft. ori jnethodfc. was always the message... the good news
that Jesus Chr is t came to save s inners. Every one of those miss ionar ies bel ieved
h e a r t a n d s o u l t h a t w i t h o u t C h r i s t , t h e p e o p l e o f K o r e a w e r e l o s t , a n d t h a t u p o n
t h e m l a y t h e p r - ^ v i l e g e a n d r e g p n n g - i h ' ' n p s a l v a t i o n . N o m a t t e r w h a t
t h e i r s k i l l o r p r o f e s s i o n , e v e r y t h i n g w a s d i r e c t e d t o w a r d w i n n i n g t h e h e a r t s o f
m e n a n d w o m e n a n d b o y s a n d g i r l s t o T h e r e c o r d s a n d t h e r e s u l t s c l e a r l y
s h o w t h a t a l l a s p e c t s o f t h e " g o c ^ a l a o s n e l " i n t e r m s o f m e e t i n g a l l k i n d o f h u m a n
needs ws^^^l^lly practiced, but the evangel, the good news of the Saviour was never
miss ing nor muted. They t r ied to fo l low the words o f th is tex t in Hebrews, by lay
ing as ide a l l encumbrances that would in ter fere wi th runn ing wi th endurance. fix
i n g t h e i r e y e s o n J e s u s , t h e a u t h o r a n d p e r f e c t o r o f f a i t h . A s H e o w fi n y g r i .

t h e j u L i k e P a u l t h e y c r i e d . m fi p p t I I

n r . T n ^ n l d w a s o u r fi r s t d o c t o r , b u t s h e ^ ^ c i l s a s w e l l . S h e m a d e
t h e fi r s t t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e c h i l d ' s c a t e c h i s m ^ - M ^ s s s h i n n i n g , a n u r s e i n K w a n g j u ,
organized the first "women's auxiliary" now evolved into^the^wotiten-of-the-church
m o v e m e n t - M v m o t h e r w a s p o o r i n t h e K o r e a n l a n g u a g e b u t s h e
taught a few students English, among them Dr. Herman Kim later a successful indus
t r i a l i s t , p rominen t l ayman ,and p res iden t o f Soong iun , un i ve rs i t y. Ano the r was la te i
mayor of Seoul and then manager of the Chosen Hotel who told me that she first re
qu i red her s tudents to learn the Shor ter Catech ism in Engl ish . Hugh L in ton recent
ly called on a top executive in one of those giant industrial plants in Yochon who
said, "Let me show you my most prized possession to which I turn for help constant
ly." He produced an English copy of Hulbert 's Bible Stoiry Book and inside was an
inscription by my mother who gave it to him. Some of our churches around here were
begun as Sunday scho8>ls led by educational missionaries..who took their students on
Sunday a f te rnoons to sur round ing v i l lages to ga ther the ch i ld ren together,

U l U c M i i r j

Dr. Bu l l o f Kunsan was a former footba l l p layer and bu i l t l i ke a shor t s tocky bu l l
dog. He was a great evangelist and throngs from miles around gathered to hear him,
He was quite a show-man, putt ing on his one-man band act...using a foot-pedal to
beat drums and eyhibals, pumping an accordian in his hands, blowing a mouth organ
wired to h is head, and general ly making a c lown of h imsel f . In those pre-movie
and pre-TV days he created a sensation...and then opened up and preached Christ
a n d H i m c r u c i f i e d f o r t h e s i n s o f m e n . . . a n d t o d a y t h e r e a r e c h u r c h e s i n P u a n a n d „
Okku as a result. There was a great teamodf "single ladies"(some 20 or 25 of theiy
who fanned out into the country side, spending a week or so in each vi l lage teach
ing the Bible. I recall 50 years ago on Chidi San visiting next door on rainy days
Kto find o ld nr. w. D. Reynolds s i t t ing wi th a Korean scholar by the smoky fire
place, books and papers spread everywhere, labor iously t ranslat ing the Old Testa-



ment , line upon line and precept upon precept... so that the people of Korea would
know how God prepared His people for the coining of the Saviour. Many p<aopi<a- anri
many i jays - HiH- always.. .OWR MnTfifiaCT!.

Conc^usion; Like the writer of Hebrews, we can say, ^And what more shall I say?F o r t i i n e w i l l f a i l m e i f I t e l l . . . o f t h e i n c r e d i b l e v a r i e t y o f w a y s o u r p r e d e c e s
sors ,\have made Christ the Saviour and Lord known. They too conquered kingdoms,
performed acts of r ighteousness, and obtained promises. We feel humble and unwor
t h y t o b e t h e i r s u c c e s s o r s . Ye t C o d s t i l l t a k e s o r d i n a r y p e o p l e a n d u s e s t h e m i n
e s t r a o r d i n a r y w a y s . H e c o n t i n u e s t o b l e s s t h e f e l l o w s h i p o f t h e s a i n t s . H e h o n o r s
t h e w i t n e a a o f t h Q i s e w h o h o l d a l o f t t h e m fl s a fl g fi o f t h f t c r o s s n f C h r i s t , n n d t h e i r
i n v i t a t i o n t o s i n n e r s t o r e p e n t a n d a c c e p t H i m a s S a v i o u r a n d L o r d . T h e p r e a c h i n g
of the Gospel is still His nnwAr^^r salyatinn to PVftry nno whn haa faith to the

f4y.Q t a l fin t o t he Ko rean r^nee n f eve ry f t t he r na t i - pn . May we run t he
r a c e a s t h o s e b e f o r e u s h a v e r u n . . . l o o k i n g i t o J e s u s w h o H i m s e l f h a s r u n b e f o r e u s .
I t i s fi t t i n g t o c l o s e t h e s e t h o u g h t s w i t h o t h e r w o r d s f r o m H e b r e w s 1 0 : 2 3 - 2 5 . . .

L e t u s h o l d f a s t t h e c o n f e s s i o n o f o u r h o p e w i t h o u t w a v e r i n g , f o r H e
w h o p r o m i s e d i s f a i t h f u l ;
j y i d l e t u s c o n s i d e r h o w t o s t i u m u l a t e l o n e a n o t h e r t o l o v e a n d g o o d d e e d s .
Not forsaking our own assembljtng together.. .but encouraging one another;
^d al l the more, as you see the day drawing near.



A 20 th Cen tu ry New Tes tament Church

Scriotup̂ r̂adlnQt Acts 16j5-10
Text: '^SSZMsIcHotghe^iuere strengtMneMMfflfMe faifb» antfjwaJF^f^ncceasing in number

A c t s 1 6 : 5

/TiTha caaastts taoB olavs "Lord lift me up on higher g5Puncl" as a Chrisl^an taxi driver takes us
to Seoul airport...a fitting thxought as uie take off̂ n KAL flight OOMacross the Pacific. M
the tig of tiny pi-vann-do Island, far south of mainland Korea, my wife and I stumble on two
young soldiers, part of the constant vigil against North Korean communist infiltrators.•.both
are Christians and welcome our prsyer for their safety. I f^f^ve our Pinto for repairs to a
garage where the shop foreman is a deacon, and 18-inch high Korean letters on the wall proclaim,«Saak va first the kingdom' of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added

malor orofe«sional ball club is^!)^ "Hallelujah Soccer Team" whose players huddle
for prayer aef ore the game ^andfor thanksgiving when they make a goal)l flti fiMPPP 3 Inter
national banquet we learn that in a land of 40 million people, 15 million Scriptures were dis
tributed last year...more than in any c^nt^outside the U.S. A half-dn7Rn naw cbjircbaa are
born every day. It's fun to stand on'^^otgi^t cornor in any city and count the churches visi
ble in every direction̂ or to see how many miles of expressway can be covered with at leastone church steeple in ̂ ghtj Korean ChrjjaiianS-jauIfcLaly 4 times faster than the rate of popu
lation growth, and may reacn 40% of allKoreans by 2000 A.D.

Q)The words of Acts,_16|̂ r̂B true of South Korea today: '̂ gillS^̂ aâ £Bib8̂ ng;-st«rtĝ en|̂ dl̂^thiiis^arth, and ^ încrSaslnaln numtsey What's behind all this "aU»p Ch îeflenltv?"
flow 3ld it sVary Wha*Foar^ have^our njlalSBSudLas had in it? What keeps up the jafiSMffifeys)? As
the Korean Church anticipates its 100th birthday in 1984, let's look at antti.a-a,ofimr.a>

f^It began with valiant olonaer misslatiaclag-who travelled amid incredible hardships to exploreanr.'uoBnown land, made their homes among a superstitious people, and braved diseases, poverty,
and the formidable task of learning one of the world's most difficult languages. Thav saw the
collapse of the 500-year old monarchy, wars on Korean soil between Japan and ^hina and then between Japan and Russia, 40 years of Japanese occup^iM^U^lving repression of missionary activ
ity and outright persecution of the Korean ChurchrAand finally the Korean War with its terrible
s laughter, mass migra t ion o f re fugees, and d iv is ion o f the nat ion .

Koreat*^ natiLan also celebrates ^,,,£gnturjj|^ii£^_st£on^_^W of friendship with the United States.
^SheJjS_inde£endent, strong, productive, progressive and prosperous. Her manfifacturedflood u'ls.' mari<ets, ||<|parly 7nn,.nnn construction workers labor abroad...mostly in the Near-east
oi l lands. In the face of a ful ly armed, agressive, communist Ngrth Korea whose armies stand

^ithin artillery range of Seoul itself, the government of South Korea is frankly authoritarian,land from our American viewpoint may abuse human rights ̂ stiffling all opposition, a siiuationnniJ/
^oroondin^ur prayeri and concern. Tet in all other .respects her people are allowed completefreedom of movementfand the right to self-fulfillmentT^^^^^l£,,jjy. there are no restrictions
whatsoever upon preaching the Gospel and carrying on^ormal church life.

In apvertvfKpersecution.fDeriJ/ and orosDeritv. there has been astonishing church growth. Why?
(jL_i!a3aiQnaries_i3ractWran ê mogaligm..defined as proclaimidg the good news of Jesus Christas Sai^ iour f rom sin and Lord of l i fe, br inging al l who accepted Him into the fel lowship of His

Church, and training them in the meaning and practice of the new life in Christ. N^dpcatlpn anyi
medicine were never ends in themselves but always a part of this phi losophy of mission.

I^the 1890's. the 4 cooperating overseas missions agreed upon and thereafter firmly adher
ed tobasicpcdici^ which created an independent Korean Church, fully controlling her own affairS.

p;very ghflSUan was t^aUOtlLJfetoJSgaiEaiily apd authority of the Word of God, and a comprs-
hengive system of ible study was required of all church officers and leaders.In ao_f>.ra when old religious and political structures were dying, the missionary brought
hO|^ and stability as he identified with the Koreans in their struggles for freedom.

S p i r i t c r e a t e d a p e c u l i a r l y r e s i l i a n t a n d e n e r g e t i c t y p e
of Chr is t ians , whose natura l ab i l i t y to surv ive th r ived under persecut ion , whose in -bred seose
o f s t r o n o l o v a l t v t o l e a d e r s w a s t r a n s f e r e d t o t e s t i s C h r i s t a s L o r d j a n d w h o s e d r i v e t o s u c c e e d
compelled them to full-time witness to their new-found Saviour in an effort to establish hTs
k ingdom ove r a l l r i va l s .
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t o T h i s m o m e n t u m o f c h u r c h o r o u i t h c o n t i n u e s t o d a y * M e m c o n v e r t s a r e w o n p r i m a r i l y t h r o u g h f r i e n d -
evangel ism* as each Christ ian invi tes f r iends to church, or a woman br ings her fami ly to

Christ, or a student wins his classmates* This ts reinforced through a cellular system of "neigh
borhood prayer-meetings" on Friday awpninps. pire .Aaoi-OJLJibmtaaorig of such informal gather*»
ings to ^higJ^^^^ggn-Christian neighbors will often adcept invitations, and find Christ through a:
friendlyJjUS^^wVand exposure to the joy of people who sing and pray and share the blessings of
God's WorcWit Sunday mornino worship new members and the personfwho brought them to church are
introduced^ and welcomed with bon^r^gaitiogal hand-clapping and a prayer by the pastor*

(̂ Korean vouno people are strongly attracted to Christ and swarm into Saturday night meetings for
wor^ip and Bible study. You won't see many teenagers at Sunday 11»00 A.W* worship*.*they have
had their own earlier service, largely ruir ^ themselves and often with attendance rivalling the
adult service. This intajr^aat nn i'n"n the armed forces where 600,000 young men are pas
tured by splendid Charistian chaplains in every unit, and where the percentage of Christians
o f t e n e x c e e d s t h a t o f t h e c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n *

) B u t a l l i s n o t o o l d t h a t g l i t t e r s * O f K o r e a ' ^ f t r r i s a r e P r e s b y t e r
ians divide^ into 4 major and several dozen minor denominations. FacttonaHsm la rampant, mith
EH«Quiinflr..'Li'8''banization. influx of both the good and bad of Western culture, materialism and secular
ization.. .there is a strong drift away from ^e church by the youth who thjrong to the big cities*'"larital scandals and financial irregular!tie^among pastors or evangalistAsometimes tear congre-
oations aoart.) Last sorino the treasurer of*The church served by my as^stant just disap-gations apart* I Last sorino the treasurer of*the church served by my as^stant just disappeared with all̂ the church assets plus money borrowed from other church member̂  Stranoe theolo-JilBS- from abroad and indigenous movomonto"̂ ^^uch as the "Moonies" lead many astr"̂ * Tha ana~old
Shamanism of the people is carried over IntO/ttzlimiBndoua faith-healing movements whose leaders
sometimes amass fortunes with dubious results among their adherents* T^igjjiggiaQSfflL^!2§£i? these
problems with his Korean brethren...they take up his time, and bring heart-ache and discourage
ment, and are causes for prayer by;^«tw fellow laborers in the home-church.

'In this context, let me report on three areas of our
right to know. O olantino on the mainland.

cent ac t iv i t ies , o f wh ich you have thee
) U m A w r f K i p a n d o

l̂ ŷ hugĵ l̂g t̂in^̂ nt̂ Ĵllglgg^̂ fe 35 veaŷ  .we havo witnosaad the churcheŝ  ̂ ren^hened in;ttee, faiW -anfl^;^creaslSl|:"Ifi ^number rdaily- We have seen a 10-fold increase in the number of
churchesj^and had a small part in helping scores of them get started. Now thavnere like ^ I^rgefamily of children among whom we visit, holî ervices, and drop in to help in other iiihvs.''̂ 'a f/ene-
tatJlp pardpn not only has to be planted bulj^cultivated daily, if it is to produce.Jatte work sev
eral hundred churches liko a gardon and it is a delight to keep up acquaintances,^''fe^ll on the
back-sl iders, and speak to v i l lagers about Chr ist . We ere inuer iahlv welcomed* Wenv/ innn hmmewe sit on the floor with the local leaders anfswering questions, trying to'jjfi'feture their faith and
knowledge of the life in Christ* As the nnlv missinnerv man and wife teem in this kind of work
that we know of in Korea, we find that Dot's friendship with the^wTvei of thooo pooplo and con
cern for their children contributss to our ministry in terms no one can measure.

^MS_9ys3̂ B5t_,d,eli,ght„is to be part of the delivery room staff when new churches are born* fy.prv
J * U - I L _ J « - J t r s r - i . C C L .mon^h qr so i^e ^fprshi,p a,^a church which did not exist a year before. One of these isTPehn-ehm.

whoro- the^n/illage is- dominated by a towering stone formation resembling a medieval bastion. In1981 God opened the way by sending 2 Christians to live there* A Presbyterian elderys nnnt
primcipal of the primary school and began holding services in his home* A rtawmirf. vnimn
teacher from a city church also came and helped with the Sunday School. When the elrier
fared early last year, the young lady contacted our Presbytery evangelism committee for help* We
visited Pahn-nhm where the handful of new converts! urged us to start a church* Ferlv/ taei etimmer
a seminary student was sent* ^e quickly gssemblpd g layfl&-lUQday.-SGj3nal* a fine group of enthu^
siastic young people, and a congregation of about 20 adults* Somehowf^hf^ ournheseri lend end erect
e d a b e a u t i f u l c h u r c h a n d m a n s e a l m o s t i n t h e s h a d o w o f t h a t g r e a t r o c k * e h o u t
110,000 contributed by the local people, their friends elsewhere, plus a challenge gift we could
provide from friends in the States stch as you* Last December on a wintry Sunday afternoon we
held the first formal service in the new church...a time of great joy, of singing by a choir o!f
young people just beginning to learn about their Sbviour, and I could preach on !'BiuL>

those who dwell in Thy house I They, are ewer: praisino thee."
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lany times over similai^accounts of new church starts* It is the j<jjcl_of on-1 1 / J S S B M E S t i a S L « £ E B f f i S - W X I H O O u v e t D x i i i x x a j . ^ a u / V ^ u u i f w i n o w w w * - * w — ^
going growth which needs youraprayers.fOne of the most effective programs ofchurchpplantingin Korea, or anywhere else in the worldT is an organization named "Operation Lighthouse" with
its plnnnnri nnri uinll linfinnd goals to shed the Gospel-light along the southern coastlines and among the 3,444 offshore islands of South Korea^ ft Pf mnvement estimates
that 30,000 more village churches are needed in rural Koi?ea...so the job is far from donel

' i S ) r W t t v v
I n f c i . . I O T . U i n T h n n i I . W 6 1 i \ / o i n n r i f w n f A n n . n n fl . c a n t s p o f a o r o v l n c s o f o v s r 2 m i l -Local work in ChoniL* UlTlive in a ci^v of 400.000. center of a province of over 2 mil-

lionToSr Pronhvtajcv-t̂ VgS/̂ churches in the city, aReHtrttrHanil Seminary, the immense Presby
terian Medical Center,"^060 students in a Christian school system...we find ourselves at the

. hub of constant activity. Cnrreannnrianoe. duties with Presbytery and mission committees, and
the visits of church leaders from rural sections keep us fully occupied. One oPDQri.y,OAi.y which
comes with advancing age and experience is to counpel with seminary students, younger ministers,
and rural church evangelists. Sometimes trios to other cities to serve on boards and committees
are necessary...notably (in my casejtheboardof Honam Seminary in Kwangju 65 miles to the
south. With 350 students this is a major source of trained leadership for the expanding church.

Dot_i3_^jj|Q_busy with numerous projects, each of which deserves its own story. Maintainino aChristian home, serving tea and cookies to frequent vis^ors.^.are^a part of our total witness.
to the moo tin go- of the Pjoobytori 9 am 1^1 io n and maintains her friendship with

these fine ladies. -Monday niohts she teaches BibieidinLEn^iibh to eager junior-hi students. She
tries to make weekly visits to hold worship services in the women's section of the l-eeal peniten
tiary and in a rest home for those with mental disorders. When oosaible she goes to give tender
loving care to babies and smal l chi ldren in a home where these l i t t le ones are cared for unt i l
t h e y c a n b e a d o p t e d . . . o f t e n o v e r s e a s .

t h e s e fi n e l a d i e s .

'Rural work is our main assignment, but we know that God has a great future for cities too. Whan
mj81UCLfe»fc!^U^ia£ea 2/3 of the people were rural, now 2/3 are urban. .Seoul with its 9 million people
is the 4th largest city in the world. We can be oroud that most of the growth in urban mega-
churches is due to the migrat ion o f count ry- fo lk won to Chr is t in thousands o f rura l churches. 3
So we cannot neolect either sector...both are important in the expansion of God's kinydomit

C v a n o e l i s m o n C h e l u I s l a n c isin tells of Paul's team receiving tha rail tr)-.qa to MacBdoQ-
;hBm:to preactl the gospel to thern^" ySevapal years ano wBiiw^ia, !Signc^i!idtH;epfehat;Jgt^had called them to preaetl the gospel to them^" VSevaral veers ano we^'.G^felt ths-to&cl̂  oaiied aspo aimito-r work jon̂ Chejĵ , an island sou»th of Korea somewhat like Sicirtŷis to Italy. Since 1960 we have spent̂ ^e^montfi' oprino ĵgn^ fgl4 on Cheju, taking our car on

the 5 and 1/2 hour ferry trip from the mainland to wdr1<]|%3a. tbis'so by 30 mile football shaped
islandtWi-th ite 460,000 fje-aple. A~disad\fnntnnn of modorn mioniouH 1h IhI. Li'^vhI—TLf. takes a stiruo
boa t t r i p t o f ee l l i ke rea l m iss iona r ies aga in ' . Che iu i s one o f t he wor ld ' s mos t beau t i f u l i s
lands with a growing international tourist trade. Il-i.3_clQminatBd by a 6400 ft. extinct volcanic
cone, while 360 small satellite cones create a p ok-marked ji.gpnscape appearance.
of indigenous flora and f>s(una, lush grovoo-qf tangerina^tiTwide open cattle ranches, and exotic
views everywhere make tfus a veritable paradise, carry the b^ood of Mongol and '
Japanese invaders. South-sea islanders, ship—wreckedD t̂choe ,̂ well—a^^s r̂ains from the heart
o f A s i a , a f f e c t i n g t h e i r l a n g u a g e a n d c u l t u r e . n

Out of this come suggjggjjiiijri. Shamanism, and Buddhism compounded̂  and embellished, providing
more sheer "heathenism" than anywhere we have seen on the mainland ̂ ^difi££_2£_iH^bism is ev
ery where. Weird rock foi^mations. lava caves and grottoes and gnar 1 ed trees are objects of wor-
sh ip . 18 .000 d i f f e ren t sp i r i t s a re sa id t o i nhab i t t hese p laces . Hund reds o f o rac t i c i no shamans
are intermediaries with this spirit world, performing incantations to placate spirits and insure
good fortune. Thousands of women who dive for highly prized sea-creatures along the craggycoasts are devout spirit worshippers. In one uni^ga the evangelist told how his r^gh-
bors worship snakes...when they see onein the road they fall down and worship right there
bri^rje ta|<as the household idols...a basketful of snakes...to her new homej

f S ^ T ' ' f>iyin thia atmnsphara ̂  ̂  ph||Prh of Cheju, begun in 1907 when the A1 l-Knrea^Presbytery
wis organization^ •meebiny^sent one of its first 7 ordained ministers as a missionary to this island^

Lmh l<l-|tp<ac»^ plantfM- the ^ospel at the risk of his life, strong churches exist in the two big
cities, nourished by the influx of mainlanders more receptive to the Gospel than the native is
landers. .pf rura l sJbJJLr.Sbfla-a.r^ desperate ly weak, some wi th less than 10 members becausel a n d e r s .
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of strong resistance to Christianity Caused by dedp-rooted superstitions and a natural aversion
to all outsiders. J-arge_vill^es of several thousand people remain wi thoutc^hurches. Pita .thn^mainland 1 out of 5 people may be said to be Christian, but ir^heju^ f̂fi^^T^out of 15, and less

a r e b a p t i z e d .

'Jfln the oast three years we have visited all 75 chi/rches and outposts of Cheju Presbytery, inclu-
"^rngHFour'on"off-shore smaller islands, and have doncentrated on the new and very weak spots.■iviakinn na«i friends and adapting to diffeffnt ways hbs been rewarding, jrie hRlinve the future lies

jfcwith the v.ouno people who are shaking off old tiesl In some olaMs there may be only 10 adultsât Sunday morning worship but 50 |:ntthepyoaih§ peoples' meeting, ̂ e BVBninQ-a£te.r-gar«ice, we
were entertained in the home of the local post-master. His wife liroduced a special delicacy she
said was very expensive, and which we must enjoy. It was a laroe shell with some kind of grey
glob in it. j^|Hen_ai,,,,:did_M; appear very enthusiastic, she said, "See, it's still alivel" jfiL^t
was...we could see it heaving up and down like this. A few minutes later appeared, neatly
sliced, without benefit of cooking...and nothing would do, but we must eatQ Afl iPis slow, yet in our 3-year involvement we have sê  5 new churches take rd̂  and begin to grow,
and others which were desperately wsak, revived, ĵ ne of God's amazino acts is to providedlaadersin times of crisis.. .they often seem to appear from nowhere...and He has done this in Cheju<^

l̂Conclusion. Let me close by answering two most frequently-asked questions,
to Korea?" and "ire mispfppfy^es st^^^ in Ifom?" Yes, thq Lqyd willing, we return to
Korea next summer for 2 years unti l ret irement in|1986. Some might debate our answer to the
other question. Csrtainlj^jg^ssion^^ss are not essential in the sense they were during the
first century of the Korean Church, ■'■t will survive and grow without us. ^ut there are still.
30 mi l l ion non-Chr is t ians in Knraa—open to the Gospel and f r iendly, to miss ionar ies. Ms—tbank
God for the effor ts of the Korean Church at a l l levels to evangel ize her own people. Yet th e
easy areas are a l ready occuped fo r Chr is t and the d i fficu l t a reas remain . I f m iss ionar las can
continue to supplement the efforts of the Korean Church, surely the Lord wants us to help keep
up the momentum while He provides all the conditions ripe for harvest. £ol^_|_^anj^^,_|nd_^^^|g£5,

i l Y. o c c u o e s a s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n i n t h e F a r E a s t . . . b u t e v e n m o r e i m p o r t a n t i s w h a tdo with her as the stronoest center of Chri^J|gg^lty.it. Already hep missionaries are scattering
aroudd the world, and thousands of Korean^rnTgrat'e to every continent on the globe, boldly carry
ing their faith with them. Surfilv thia-Aa,JOQJU±lB-J;ijIllL^ Americag Presbv^rlaps to back offf-rom ̂ ornnn °rn°thytnr1 nns nnd abandon-the torritorv̂  to ■liiurbaslTta-ef̂ e.tASpSLF^Btgn fflormons.
Baptists, and *^oman Catholics...to say iiothing of a "Mvlng Buddhismy^^his ii^hv we return to
help the Korean Church begin her second century. As lono as m l̂ioris wait to hear the good news
of God's love and. His offer of ealvat^n through .*'esus ChristT^herfe is work for us. to do. /i

l̂ ou can be oroucfof̂  the success story in this 20th century New T̂ tament-like Church in Korea,and your share in it. We thank vou for vmir strong support and /ejoice to report that, as was
true in the days of Paul and Silas, so in Korea lyshfjchurches are.being.strengthened in the^

a n d i - a r e i n c r e a s i n g i n n u m b e r d a i l ^ y ' f . n / ? t f -

/



r o u A r a A M a t e h m a n

Scgloturapeĵ lnog Ezsklal 3116-21
Text» "Sof t o f wan. 1 hava o iada vou a Matehman fo r the

a m w v m o i E z * 3 < 1 7

Uatchmen have bean necaaaary in both ancient andoiiiiD^zn civilizationa. Uhen high walls pro-
1

tectad citiaa* watchman ware atationed on towers or at other strategic points of vantage.

Day and night, their rsaponsibility was tn mwrfi of sudden enemy attack. u n u s u a l

events, and fca ^aanrt the arrival of meaaengers with news from afar. The people of Jerusalnn

would be electrified when the watchman shouted, "̂ -J^axai-SOCî is born today^ the klng*s
p a l a c e t " o r , " i 1 of the Assyrians is charging down upon us from the northl" or,

1
of camels bringing grain from Egypt for our starving people can

be seen plodding from the southl*!

No less Important are today's watchmen. They may be cru is ing our ne ighborhood

to prevent crime,or the life-ouard at the public Swimming pool ready to save someone who might

d r o w n o t h e r w i s e , o r a o u a r d

mov ing t ra in i s due. A l l raJ

js ra i l road ereasino to prevent acc idents when a fast
i

are protected by men on guard at the gates, and

ultra-modern radar systems and all kinds of electrionic watchmen guard the frontiers of the

ĝyfree world. Uhen our children were small we once took them on July 4th to the top of a moun
tain in Korea where an American major showed us through a radar alio juat before it was oper

ational. He turned on the screen and he pointed tlo blips indicating air traffic^ many hun

dreds of miles away in North Korea and communist China.

Uhen Cod spoke to the prophet Ezekiel, He used the! figure of a watchman to describe the respon

sibility of this chosen spokesman. "Son of man. 1: have wade vou a watchman for the house of

i s m l i j g i a a a s i s a m m y m o u t h , v o u s h a l l o i v e t h e m w a r n i n o f r o m m e . " T h e r e

is a paral le l passage in almost the same words in chapter 33. Not only miniatars and mission

aries in distant lands, but every Christian is commissioned as a watchman. Thî ^̂ iSiî tells us
of <gaQ9S£, of mponnlbl l l^Y, and of rppu^i^s.

^ Panoer. Uhat a dangerous world we live in! Our news media is filled with alarming reports
or threats of danger everywhere. International wair. civil disorder, crime, accidents, epnta,

oepus diseases, natural diaaatara. Should tor abper-powera clash in a third world war.
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the boi^ start ralnlnq do»n» the missies flying, dnd atomic warfare explode we shudder to think
n . . f t — » — — •

Of the resulting holoeaBfet. As in the days of Czekiel, man and his weapons are no less eavags

and cruel, and the faa^a and daaai£9 surrounding (iie no lees real.

Yet, God's eomnissipnlng of Czekiel as a watchman had nothing to do with these more commonly
recoon ized per i l s . God 's warn ing was o f a danger ;as i

That danger was sin and its dreadful consequences. "J i t s h a l l d i e " w a s

the word of the Lord in Ez. 18t20. Centuries lat^r the Apostle Paul wrote, "j

any danger be

if" and "IhSJSS

^ e , o r m o r s .

Ln is death" (Rom 6j23j 3»23). Could

l i e and fina l I n resu l t? We spend

billions in military defense because of danger frbm enemy nations} scientists labor to ward

which may strike only a few; We are terribly concerned over

that may do massive property and crop damage...yet in many quarters there is relative unconcern

fi^ou t the s in o f wh ich a l l men a re gu i l t y w i th resu l t i ng ^ l e r m o u s a n d

tUiS Two centuries ego, the evangelist Gaoroa Whita^ld was preaching to a dietinguiehed audience

in England. Present was the skeptical, licentious I, who was there more out of

curiosity and the desire to ridicule than to hear the Gospel. Whitefield, preaching on the

conaaouancaa of a in. i l lustrated wi th the descr ipt ion of a bl ind man walk ing up a dangerous

mountain feil, and approaching unknowingly the edge of a precipice. Tap, tap, went his stick,

feeling the way. Shuffle, shuffle came his feet. | Rods of distance dwindled into yards, yards
dwindled to inches. The last full step took him to the edge; his stick reached into vacancy

and slipped from his hand; he moved one foot over vacant space...and Lord Chesterfield leaped

to his feet, crying out, "i i t " Whi tefie ld cou ld po in t to h im. and say, "You

and every other repentant sinner are in Just such a danger!" If everyone in the world could

r e d l i z e i n c e r o u s w i a t t h e f o o t o f they not put <guard>

rails and post watchmen everywhere?

In many c i r c l es i t i s f ash ionab le t o

l i e v e t h e s i n n e r o f a l l r e s o o n s i b i l i t

LfiCOUOlLJB in , ezcuas -o r ozp la ln i t away, o r acw iahow re -

and fear of consequences. They attempt to bring God

l e v e l o f m e n , t o a c c o m o d a t e . 188 to the practices of men.

^me have called this "i r " . .whe re a l l Conduc t i s j udged r i gh t i f i t f ee l s oood
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and makes me happy» end anyone so everyone is going to be saved any-

hf3io» 80 why worry about the eoneequences of sin? > it foUowt that even ehurch'geoplm^^irenot
coneerned about the eternai danger to members of their famiiid^ their friendet their neiohbore

...to say nothing about 3 or 4 billion people in our world who have never heard and responded

to the Gospel of Jesus Christ* How strongs that our news is fi l led with concern about a hand

f u l o f h o s t a g e s h e l d b y t e r r o r i s t e i n i o n w i t h o u t a w o r d a b o u t t h e b i l l i o n e o u t t h e r e

in danger of eternal punishment because they die in sin. The figures now are probably greater

than en est imate a few years ago which esidt "Today 10*000 persons wi l l die from malnutr i t ion*

and 124,000 from other causes. Today 324*000 babies wil l be born and the net gain wil l be

190.000 persons. 190*000 more mouths to feed* 190*000 more bodies to clothe* 190,000 mor e

mind;to ediffiete* 190*009<̂ ora souls to be reachgd for Jesus Chrlst."(0iok Mollis p. 104)

From beginning to end* God's dord affirms that disobedience ancf sini^against God reeuIbtB in

puniahment and death, de love the words of the familiar JOhii 3tl6 but don*t forget the warn-

inge in John 3tl8 and 3t36i "He who believes in him (that is. Jesus) is net' eondemnedt he who

> 8 s a v e d " t h a n t h e n a m e o f J e s u s t

Resoonsib i l i tv. God made i t p la in to Czekle lc i^ ia t to h im was commit ted the word of L i fe

or flebth in his mouth« Cod said* "J jdEkEa. 'You sha l l so re ly d ie . • and veu

a m

U f a . . J " H e v e r t h e l e s s . > u w a r n , . a n d

i."(3»21) Silence on the part of the watchman brinos cer-

talflJlaath to those for whom he is responsible, a warnino br ings hope to al l except those who
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deliberately refuse to listen and heed* Equally iresponsbile and culpable is the watchman who

g i v e s ^

It* the watchman who is lazv. the watcliiman who

partial weasaoe. and the watchman who gives £

i t the watchman who

■ĵ rt̂ About 25 years ago I was getting into my Jeep to ̂ o somewhere when a pastor and elder from
a church about 40 miles from our home in Korea came rushing up to tel l of a terrible disaster

which struck a village some ten miles from their church* A sudden mid-night downpour had caused

a fĴ flqod. Waters pouring down steep mountain didee had burst an irrigation dam and thefs*'̂ '̂̂
t o r ren t had des t royed a l a rge v i l l age* k i l l i ng abou t 85 peop le * Ra in had fa l l en fo r seve ra l

hours* high ground was nearby* but no one in the village gave a warning and these people had

perished* We changed our plans* pi led in what food* ddthing and money we could find and

rushed down to render aid to the sorrowing survivc r̂s who were pulling bodies out of mud that

habited up to the rooftops* But on the other side of the meubtain the same storn struck on
the sane night* In a larger town* the mayor and police chief sensed the danger* went down be-

large stream on the edge of town and ordeifed out all who lived there* beating Bane to
force them to leave* The next morning there was bnly a yawning chasm where 30 homes had stood

but not one person perished. The same situation dn both sides of the mountain* but on one side
i

there was death and on the other s ide l i fe. Why? Because someone took the responsibi l i ty and

g a v e t h e w a r n i n g *

Every one of t ibowho calls himself a Christian stahde in the same posit ion* We have the words

of l i fe* Si lence is the pronouncement of death. Do you remember the story of how the Syr ian

army under Ben-hadad surrounded and beseiged the city of Samaria whose citizens were grachiBlly

starving to death? four leoers in the city figured they were going to die anyhow and ventured

out of the city into the Syrian camp one ewenlng^ jonly to find it deserted because the Lord

caused the Syrians to hear the sound of an enemy alrmy approaehfiggso they had fled leaving all

their food end stqspllss* and those lepers could heilp themselves* But they reasoned} "We are

n o t d o i n o r i o h t * T h i s d a v i s a d a v o f g o o d n a w s t i i f w e a r e s i l e n t a n d w a i t u n t i l t h e m o r n l n o

lioht. punishment will overtake ust npw therefore jcome* let us go and tell the king's household!)
(11 Kings 7i9).They they saved the king's householdI

I f a two-vaar o ld ch i ld is p lay ing in the midd le d f the s t reet* and you see a great t raetor -

trailer truck coming*•.don't you have responsibility for that little life? He does not see
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the danger* but vou do! IP that child la to livd* vou must take responsibility! Cod has

placed upon each of ue the s me responsibi l i ty to warn others of the danoers of l iv ino in

There may be no time to point to o< to take the responebi l i ty. I t fe may be the only ones in

posit ion to do so. Once when our boys were l i t t le we were hiking along a mountain r idge where

the grass was so tal l as to conceal the narrow trai l . Every now and then there were sudden

unseen holes where tranches and fox-holes had been dug during the fighting between loyal

t roops and cqnmun ie t guer i l l as dur ing the Korean War. I wou ld ca l l ou t these p i t - fa l l s to

our two l i t t l e boys who cou ld bare ly see any th ing in the ta l l g rass . Once Dav id fe l l i n to

one calling out, "Daddy, you didn't call out in time, and I fell into that hole!"

Well, that's where our Christian responsibility begins...right in our oun homes where every

Qbristign parent has the life end death obligation by word and axqmtgde...vee. even by disci

pl ine.. . to warn our own chi ldren. "Train uo a chi ld in the wav he should oo and when he is

hp wi^l not depayt from ^t.W Every teacher, every vouth leader, can

aseume respons ib i l i t y fo r warn ing ag ins t the break ing o f God 's laws. . . . the dreadfu l conse

quences of drugs and drink, of immorality and viee^ and worst of all digj^jgagdoftJ^^
of fo ro iveneee and ea lva t ion in Jesus Chr is t . As Chr is t ians tha t ob l iga t ion ex tends beyond

our own conanunities as through the grograins^ofjthe^^^ we support those who go as mission
aries to sound the warning of danger to those who l ive in darkness in lands beyond the seas.

Cod forbid that any of us be dtaab watchmen who fai l to sound the warning; or bl ind watch

men who either fail to see the danger or to see those who are in peril because of the danger.

Resul ts . God gives us the responsib i l i ty to warn of the dangerous consequences of s in,

but the results are Completely in His hands. Of , course any failure on our part^o be a

w a t c h m e n h a s o e n e I . L o o k a t v e r s e 1 8 ; " W h e n I s s v t o t h e w i c k e d . ' Y o u s h a l l s u r e !

and you do np^ warn him oy spppk pu^ %o i^arn th? wlpl^pd, fyop hip wicKpd pay ^hf^ l^ff

wav l i ve , tha t w icked man sha l l d ie in h is in iqu i ty, bp t h^s b^opd I m i l l rpqu l re a t ypqy

Every time some friend or loved one atlHMicitte never warned, never told of the saving power of

Christ, dies^her-e are the words of the Lord..."his blood 1 will require at your hand." The
anguish, the sorrow, the pain we feel...that is the blood required at our hands.

But i f we have taken our responsib i l i ty and g iven the warn ing, o ffered the hope of sa lvat ion.
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/men God ̂ eliewes ue of further reeponslbillty* arjd the slnoer himeeXf most take the conse-
q̂uenceaJot heeding or failing to heed the warning. God's word makes it plain that He does.
not ^nt His children to perish. The Bible teaches that there is a plaoe of eternal punish
ment, far away from the presence of God, a place we call hell.,.and those who die without
faith in the Saviour He has provided can expect tHis gurj^stsssgi, drggd£ul as it is. But
the Bible ie equally plain that God does not want people to suffer this. Ex. 33ill says, "As
I live, savs the Lord God. I have no pleasure in the death of the w^pkad, but |He w^pked

turn from his wav and l ives turn back, turn back f o r w h y w i l l v o u d i e .

0 house of Israel?" ̂ Ĥe pl̂ ade for people to heed the danger...but when they do not heed the
warnings of His watchmen He does not hold the weitchmen responsible. ©WlMll

CMlNtatr iH t fu (»*wl tKa

mMPartlin, GoĉJjhonô  the watchman's asstanotio" of raeoonsibilltv with the Joy of seeing
his warning heard and accepted. Jesus told us the parable of the sower and the seed and the
various types of soil. To be sure not all the sded found good soil, but some did and produced
some thirty fold, some sixty fold and soma a hundred fold. Remember that the task ±a not

wetH* lee iUashmKwi
entirely that of the watchman although he has his responsibility. As Paul wrote^ "JLsishlSti*.

'■y

Aoolloe watered, but God oava the growth. So nether he who plants nor he who waters is any-
thino. hut only Cod who gives the orowth...FQr we are fellow workmen with Cod."(I Cor. 3i6-9)

I k a c ^ e e f V v a a . « . o ( l c « ^ } v t

Witneeeinq to the Gospel of the Lord **0000 Christ, which is what this sermon ie all about,

then, means...in the words of this text from an jancient prophet*
1. It ie God who calls us to be watchman ahd sound the warning of the danger.

2. It is God who, holds us responsible to sdund the warning.

3. It is God who, causes others to heed that warning, and rewards Hie watchmen with the

Joy of knowing he has been faithful to Cod and the joy of seeing others share eternal life.



A Li^ tor the Rations

S nrtt?"*" ® y°» -y "'l^S "Ivation to the
0
"gOBipqlslvB aflSSlffliffl'' seems to be the mood <£ today. Mewspaoer editorials bewail the sad state
of politicsy the economyy social conditions and international affairs. Palnttftars nrnf!^J>^^n that

the world is going to the dogs, citing everything from declining churdi membership aid finances^

schim mid apathy towards the Gospel to prove it.

i )
Yet the Word of God e:Kpresses not gloom and pessiiiiian but hope and victory, and for those with eyes

and ears to see and hear, the facts on the world scene today confirm beyond the bri^ht^t
of prophets and apostles that God is indeed in control of His world, that His Gospel is indeed the

power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes, and that He is gathering into His fold His

lost sheep at a greater rate than ever before. Today God

ihaiah as quoted by Paul the missionary in Acts 13:47.. .**]

the ancient prophesy of

t i l e s , y n n i r r r t t q f » a t » K h - w a l i g h t f o r t h e n a t i o h s .

are that l ight, beaming the Gospel, the good news that God loves the world and has

s e n t H i s S o n t o s a v e s i n n e r s . D i a t a n t d a r k c e

tion, so that todity the Christian faith is jd8J

o f the ea r th a re respond ing to tha t i l l um ina -

ed among more peoples than ever before

and the number of Chr is t ians is greater than ever in h is tory. tha t t he popu la t i on ex

plosion is rednnin^ the percentage of Christians is a fallacy...to the contrary such "natural"

grcwth coupled with conversions from the. non-Christian segmeit is causing more rapid growth. ]

the 60 Wars up to 19o4 populationy,,increased 2^liii while ProtestTOtiaa increased l®-fold in tlTO >umuwcJLUI /j 7 <3^ ot^Q cc-cOcy
there were over 10,OCX) Protestant dnr ches in Belgian Congo.

m trebled in 12 years before 1964. Bv 1970 Protestant eongregatlcPresbyter imi Ghurd i o l

in Bragil alone were being started at the rate of 3000 a year. MhUft n fftw fiflnnmlnat.inm in tte

U.S. attempt mergers, probably a (denomination a day is bom in the non-^^estera world,

One reason we American Christians tend to under-estimate world-wide church growth is that we know
only our own denominational work. Tfit, htirrirfid? of other missionary societies are at work, and some
are more successful than we are. At least in its initial stages virtually every UN delegate from

an African nation was a product of Christian mission schools, mw tĥk that Al̂  Sweitzer and
5a aaato w." the only 2 «hicel .leslonerl.....forgetting the thon.«.l. of Chrirtlen, doc-



tors who have worked around the world...many of th«n more successful as physicians and Christian

witnesses than these famous men. Z-SaaES-ago as we sat for 2 weeks in classes of the School of

World Missions at Fuller Seminary in Pasadena along with nearly a hundred experienced missionaries

and nationals from over 50 lands, we were deeply impressed at the tranendous scope of the Christian

witness of which we are only a small paid>. to rea l i ze tha t t he m iss iona ry e ra i s

far from over, and that the light of the Ciospel is shining today through tens of thousaais of

faithful Christ ians who are hastening the day when "the whole shf^n Kq fni i nf

° r- i / . f l imf. part of th is phenomenon. X" years fol lowing the Korean War the Korean

C^urdi grew more than in its previous 60 years, despite dire poverty and the ravages of war. Lgffi
year the nreshyterisn (Smnh «f Korea had a healthy 8.6^ growth in baptized m^bership. Two Pres-.

^ Iwost
i?Yte*Hea with idiich we ourselves are associated grew^aboat 11$ and 12$. this one denomin
ation has a goal of staHing 300 new dnxches, and it is only one of several major denominations.

i^s give another side to a somewhat distorted image of political conditions adverse

ly affecting the Churdi of Korea. has g i ven the impress ion o f a l l - ou t re l i g ious

persecution and curtailmeit of our activities, but this is not so. there has haan suppression of

information in the political arena, restrictions on some student gatheidngs, and occasional imnris-

opmept of Christian pastors and leaders...but invariably this has been not for religious reasons

but because of suspicion of anti-government political agitation. o f a l l t h e s e

methods, but we must have und erstandii^. k n o w h o w f a t a l w o u l d b e t h e w e a k n e s s

caused by dipsention, division, or revolution by groups with little better to offer than anarchy.
.gnnnQsa tw«»- o*? laiiwa north of this city were poised two of the mightiest military machines on

earth, both itching for a showdown fight, and the "other" side openly announcing its intention to2liS-i&Jhe si'lvaii'oijvjt/icrfA
unify the country by force...would not the city council be "uptî it" and the police strict?^ Injus-

limitations upon human ri^ts, and some cruelties have taken place...we condone none of

them...but it is wrong to claim all-out religious persecution. or Korean pastor or

Christian may preach, teach, evangelize, hold training sessions and conferences in any way at any

t i m e t h e v p l e a s e w i t h o u t r e s t r i c t i o n . . . h a p i a i n a s e r v e i n a l l a r m e d f o r c e s u n i t s , t h etime they please without restriction. ..hapiaina serve in all armed forces units, th«

home militia, the police force, and the penal institutiois. Hifhat i!» Pftradise compared to Ctommunist
North Korea idiere the Christian church and all other religions have been wiped out, all ife is

strictly regimented, and hvanan rights as we know them are simply non-existanti



J y H i I S s
Wq hel;tflVfl that the purpose of^em^ is the proclaiming of the good news of salvation through

faith in Jesus Christ and leading those who respond into lives of obedieit service to God ani fel-
hfe Ijiirfg (Kiwi O/-. Rilje

lowship within His church. Tha Waatar shtphard is nbt pieased with a token service. Ha wawt.a His

she^ to be found and restored to normal life in the fold, ^a i»avai»a a God who finds persons. Jge

has an overriding concern that men should be redeemed, t.h-ia waT.irt mission m» t be what God

des i res . I t i s no t a man- in i t i a ted ac t i v i t y, bu t the m^ s ion c f God who H imse l f rema ins in d ia rge

of it. T" 88 He has revealed Himself proclamation is not the main thing; ths main thing is tie

salvation of persons.̂  Ma-re saarah is not what God wants. God wants His lost children foundl Jesîs
d i r e c t e d C h r i s t i a n s t o h a r v e s t r i p e fi e l d s . M i s s i o n i s a d i v i n e fi n d i n g , v a s t a n d c o n t i n u o u s , r e

sulting in the multiplication of cells of Christians throughout every kindred and tongue and people
a«i nation, and causing fantastic increase of churches, especially in the receptive societies of

barth. wathing can advance learning and brotherhood more in the long run than for men of every

nation to become disciples of Christ in whom there is neither Jew nor Greek. Mission is therefore

concerned with the plaiting of chur ches among the 2 billion men idio are yet completely undiurched,

completely uid er the domination of sub-Christian or ahti-Christian idiologies, value systems and

It is primarily to this eid that we serve in Korea today, where the planting and nurtire of churches

is our business, in cooperation with Christian pastors atrd laymen of like purpose, hannens

to be what some call a "receptive" society and what Jesus called "good soil" in His parable, awi

for this reason churches multiply faster than we can keep up with than. i n K o r e a 2 7

years ago we have had the goal of estabUshing at least one church in eveiy township of our area of
responsibility, and within the past 2 years we have achieved this in the very last such district.
Sah-'gok is over a rocky p ss into a fertile valley of rice paddies. Like iBany.etFhop ouoti cases,

a handful of christians living there tired of walking an hour over that pass to the nearest churda

aid decided to start their own in the ceit er of a cluster of villages with some 1500 inhabitants.

4a..atffiĝ 4st volunteered t̂ b̂  with no promise of ai salary until we could secure help later, and
eien used his own meagre means to build a house for his family. Last year we helped him purchase
an old house near a primary schoo!̂  and several times we worshipped in these crowded quarters wxth
the enthusiastic congregation̂  while the overflow spilled out into the yard. Ma-SfflBgr a new con
crete block building has been started with walls and roof complete. i8 harvested this
fall, they hope their Ihanksgiving Offering will take care <f windows, doors, ceiling and floor.



and n0» the Sah-gok Church wilĵing the lît of Gk3d*s salvation to this reoote region. This
stogy could be repeated with variations aU over Korea today, and it is nor own happy experienoe

prhaps a hal f dozen t imes a year.
y / x s j ^

we have had growing concern for the rapidly expanding urban centers into which tens

of thousands aze moving from their farms. Thfl_Ghuriai is confronted with unprecedented opportunity

not only to conserve the faith of those who have joined rural churches, but also to introduce to

Christ these multitides who have corns to the city seeking a better way of life and are often eager

to pub Christ at the center of it,

nuHbers around 300,000. Tn 2 veai

is growing at some per year and

w e h a v e s e e n 4 d i u s c h e s s t a r t e d , f t p ? w e b e g a n w i t h i q y

sars ago. We nngchased a Small piece of land and worship beganassistant. Rev. Ahn Young-moke, 2 years ago. Me-mxcfihaaed a small piece of Ian
in July in a small tent. That fall we erected a small teise and̂^̂ck church.
I preached on its second anniversary. u i n g S u n g

about 350 with new meidbers joining nearly every Sunday.

22pl children the congregation now numbers
r t . i s a n d a l r e a d y l o o k

ing forward to enlargement. RecettIv 1 employed another assistant to replace Mr. Ahn. ^.sasbod
him a house in another rapidly growing suburb wtmre 300 new upper middle-class homes are usder

constructionx this year. for laid and chxech, we have rented a small store, rennova-

ted it as a place of worship, and services began the first Sunday of August, ftPy

showed up uninvited the Sunday before, having heard the rumor that a church was to begin. Both of

these assistants graduates of the Honam Seminary in Kwangju, and their wives of the Hanil

Seminary in Chunju. Here are qpoducts of 2 institutiors generously helped this year by the Momen
of the Church birthday offering. TJ; churches are in similarly densely populdied parts

of the city, one begun by some college teachers and government workers, and the other by a recent

son inary graduate . not only of quickly becoming sizeable churches but of taking

their respcaisibility in promoting mission points of their own.

B e i n g a nations^ also means a daily witness and service, and in many cases the mission

ary wife fills this role. For instanr'̂ ^ t̂- has a regular routine of visiting among patiert s at the
Presbyterian Medical Center, working among the women in the local penitentiary, visiting the boys
at a redirmatory, playing with the toddlers at an orphanage, and ministering to students and other

individuals in the community here we live. Early th
with a grotesquely enormous nose, obviously diseased,
to visit PMC, where missionary doctor«^>rare able to

<ht the penitentiaqr she noticed a man
pr- iStoVl

p r a n g e d w i t h t h e a u t h o r i t i e s f o r h i m

a b l e t o r e m o v e t h e t r o u b l e a n d r e b u i l d h i m a n e w n o s e .



Some months affl) a woman prisoner had a new-bom baby girl she was tinabls to feed. Dot has used

gifts of friends to purdaase milk which she takeŝ to'̂ feie penitentiary
stead of dying, is now a healthy growing^^-^rffil Jtoae tha inmaftt. of the missionary is not merely in
the service itself, but in demonstrating the life in Christ and encouraging others who are newer

i n t h e i r f a i t h t o l e t t h e i r l i g h t s h i n e t o o .

!•> urzLyS ) I Icc ^^rsc
and the baby, in-

important than vte t the mis sionaiy himself can accomplish is to train nationals *dio

evangelize and plant churches and become the sail of the earth an̂ Che light of the world. During
the past yaar we have devoted coisiderable time to one such institution, the Honam Seminary in

Kwangju, 65 miles south of our city. Here are 150 students training for a rural ministry. Almost

lOOjS of the graduates serve as pastors, mostly in this southwestern comer of the nation. Nearly
all the students are serving churches on the week-ends and during vacation, f^airman cf its

board, it has been my responsibility during the past 12 months to si^jervise ths relocation of the

campus, because a new city plan rendered the former campus undesirable. During this period pibans

were drawn, contracts let, and construction was about 90^ compi te when we left Aug. 1. The new

building includes classrooms, chapel, library, offices, dormitory rooms, and dining hall. Gbd has
been good in providing us with $100,0(X) from the WOO birthday offering, with good yield on the sale
of forner campus land to raise the remaining $175,000 needed for construction; and with a fine

CJhristian contractor from Seoul who honors his agreements aid does excelleidi work, Wfl

pleasure of seeing this new and adequate facility rise among the beautiful old trees atop a small
pa^- l\kje

hill, providing a magnificent/^setting not only for the seminary, but for retreats and conferences
for Christians in the entire area, Vmi whr> ^ and the Korean Church as well, can be

proud ani grateful for this training center for workers to become a "light to the Gentiles,"

often does a close his message with a love story, Onfl ftYftnlng early this summer we

had a caller. Mt.. K^Tn Chum-nai is nearly 80 yeard old and for aany decades has been a useful
ani beloved pastor, reads the newsp^er without glasses, easily walks 10-15 miles a day, and
serves as ten?)or8iy pastor of 2 small rural churches, . we introduced
him to two guests who had just had supper with us. One is a voung ladv whose home is near Charlotte
flppainf.ad btr ntir hftard in Atlanta but with salary and travel suppUed by the large Christiai high
school and junior college for girls in Chunju, she had just spent her first year teaching English
in these schools and making a splendid Christian impact in all her contacts in the community,



other guest is a graduate of Davidson Colt ge and now a rising senior at Fuller Seminary. Greatly

interested in world missions, he had come at his ownie^ense for volunteer sumner service and to

pursue an earlier acquaintance with the young lady. Friendly, robust, sincere and earnest in his

Qhristian faith, he too was to render fine service in the Presbyterian Medical Center, work with

Korean young people, and ministry to American GIs. o l d M r . K i m l o o k e d a t

the young lady and asked point blank: "Is she married?" . "^.n "Js to married?" With a know-

^ and merry gleam in his eyes he turned on me: "Well, what are yô iiting for?" In a land where
even today most marriages are arrgnted by interestKhird parties, this veteran who had engineered
many hundreds of engagements, spent 5-^ minutes Insisting that I take advantage of this goMen

opportunity, while the couple, who could ndt help but catdi on even with their limited knowledge of
the Korean language, sat there and took it with rising .emba^ssment but good-humored grace. Well,
the summer has past, but just before leaving Korea I reported success to the old man, though not

t h e m e t h o d h e , a d v i s e d . I, this couple had come to call at our home and announced

their engagement to be married this Christmas. t h a t t h i s c o u r t s h i p c f 2 y o u n g

Chr is t ians was watched wi th de l is ted in terest by 3000 pai rs of eyes of those school g i r ls and by
i

the ent i re local community, and provided a healthy ant idote for much of the poison of t rashy movies

and literature Inqjorted from America. But this is a love story in a greater sense too. For these

two representatives of the best of American Christian youth k love the Lord, love His church,

love the old old story of Jesus aid His love, and love the people among tdiom they serve. Thev came

with no axes to grind, no^ub^us Ideals for which to crusade, but to let the light of the Gospel
wi th in them sh ine as a l i gh t fo r the na t ions to b r ing sa lva t ion to sou ls .

Tf our world is in sad shape, if our church has proilems withJ^administration, finaro e,( t̂TOctt:̂ 5
o r«ad theology...! believe the only anajrer and the best solution lies in tte effort of Christians

above all other needs of the church to send' out into society and into the world of the 2 billion

living in darkness without Christ young people like these to be the light. We woul a n e w

unity and a new purpose while the old problems evaporated, and the whole world would witness the

greatest peace and healing it has ever known. "J I," said Jesus, and "


