
 
LUKE: TRANSFORMED 

THE OUTSIDERS’ GOSPEL (LUKE 15:11-32) 
Sermon Discussion Guide - October 7 - Slade Johnson 

 
ENTER 
This week, we’re looking at a parable of Jesus that expresses the heart of Christianity and the uniqueness of the 
gospel. Before opening to Luke 15, think about your non-Christian friends, neighbors, or coworkers. 
 
1a. What would they say is the essence of Christianity?  
1b. How would they describe the believers (including yourself) and churches they’ve encountered? 
 
OBSERVE 
Like the parable of the Good Samaritan, our American culture is filled with references to this parable—even if its 
actual message is not grasped. READ LUKE 15, VERSES 1-3 & 11-32.  
 
Ask someone in the group to give a brief overview of the parable.  
 
2. Who is the target audience of Jesus’s parable? How does this inform our understanding of the parable’s purpose? 
 
3. This is commonly referred to as the parable of the prodigal son, but there are two sons. While outwardly they 
appear completely different, how are they similar to one another—particularly in the way their attitude toward their 
father?  
 
4a. What is the older son’s response to the younger’s return?  
4b. What does this reveal about his heart and his view of himself? 
4c. How does this expand our understanding of what it means to be “lost”? 
 
5. What is revealed about our heavenly Father in the way this father treats his sons? 
 
6. How does this parable expand your own understanding of the gospel? 
 
 
APPLY 
 
7. How does this parable help you understand the concept of enjoying grace?  
 
8. Where in your life do you see similarities to the younger son? And to the older son? 
 
9. In The Prodigal God, Tim Keller writes that “[Jesus] is not a Pharisee about Pharisees; he is not self-righteous 
about self-righteousness” (75). What does it look like for you to embody love to the “older brothers” in your life? 
 
10.  What invitation from our heavenly Father are you personally hearing from this parable?  
 
PRAY 
 
Read aloud Psalm 51:10-13 as you transition into prayer.   


