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THE UNSEEN WAR (LUKE 11:14-26) 
Sermon Discussion Guide - September 22-23 - Curtis Gilbert 

ENTER 
In The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis wrote about a kind of balance on the topic of spiritual warfare:  
 
“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their 
existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are 
equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.”  
 
1. Where would you place yourself along this spectrum? What has contributed to you being there? 
 
 
OBSERVE 
In this week’s passage, Jesus references Satan (which means, the accuser)—a real, but largely unseen, 
spiritual being who opposes God’s kingdom. Before looking at this week’s passage, first turn back to the 
temptation of Jesus in the wilderness early in Luke’s Gospel. READ 4:1-13. 
 
2. What do we learn about the nature of spiritual warfare from this passage? What does Satan, also 
referred to as the devil (which means, slanderer) want to make Jesus question?  
 
3. Now turn to LUKE 11:14-26. What is Jesus declaring about himself in verses 20-22?  
 
4. Jesus also references Satan earlier in LUKE 10:18-20 after the sending of the seventy-two on mission 
to proclaim the kingdom of God (9:2). What does Jesus want his disciples to focus on? 
 
 
APPLY 
 
5. Jesus calls Satan “the father of lies” (John 8:44), and the New Testament reveals that he works through 
deception (John 8:44), temptation (Luke 4:1-13), and accusation (Revelation 12:10). What lies (of half-
truths) do you find yourself bombarded with on a regular basis?  
 
6. Pastor Curtis pointed out that this passage in Luke is bookended by the Lord’s Prayer and a blessing 
upon those who hear the word of God and keep it. How does this discussion of spiritual warfare reframe 
the way you think about prayer and Bible reading?  
 
7. How does an awareness of spiritual warfare shape how your understanding of our church’s mission to 
enjoy grace, embody love, and engage culture?  
 
 
PRAY 
Have several people read aloud the Apostle Paul’s opening prayer in Colossians 1:9-14 and use these 
words of Scripture to shape prayers of praise, thanksgiving, and petition. 
 
You may consider separating men and women for a time of confession, repentance, and intercession. 


