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SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE — MARCH 11 

Enter 
God’s faithfulness is one of the primary themes of the book of Joshua. As an extension of this theme, this 
week we’re reflecting on God’s generosity and our call to generosity.  
 

1. Who in your life do you consider to be generous? As best as you can discern, what motivates their 
generosity?  

  
Observe 
We learn much about the nature of generosity from the Apostle Paul, especially in his second letter to the 
Corinthians. In the midst of proclaiming the gospel and planting churches, he led and organized a 
collection among the largely Gentile churches in northern Mediterranean to assist poor Jewish-Christian 
believers in Jerusalem and the Judean countryside who had been hit hard by famine (cf. Acts 11:27-30) 
during the reign of Claudius in the early-mid 50s. READ 2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-15. 
 

2. In vv10-11, what do we learn about the Corinthian’s awareness of this collection? 
 

3. In vv1-5, what do we learn about the character and contribution of the Macedonian believers? 
 

4. In vv6-9, what do we learn about the relationship between grace and generosity? What else does 
Scripture reveal about this relationship? 
  

5. In vv12-15, what more do we learn about the nature of generosity and the context of community? 
Where else in Scripture do we see the themes of generosity and community tied together? 

 
Apply 

 
6. How have you personally experienced God’s gracious provision? How have you experienced His 

grace through brothers and sisters in Christ (cf. 814)?  
 

7. As Paul tells us, the Corinthians desired to be generous but had not followed through on their 
intentions. What hinders you from following through in this area of faith? 

 
8. In v5, Paul says that the Macedonians “gave themselves first to the Lord” before giving to the 

collection. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said that “No one can serve two masters” (Matthew 
6:24). How have you experienced money as a poor “master”? What is the next step you need to 
take in handing ownership of your life and finances to Jesus as Lord?  

 
 
Pray 
Spend time praising God for the extragavant gift of His Son, who became poor so that we might become 
rich in Him. Thank Him for the way He has shown in faithfulness through generous provision. Pray for 
contentment and courage for one another with regard to finances and generosity.  
 
 


