
 
IN THE MIDDLE, WK6 

The Divine Warrior ( Joshua 5:13-6:21 ) 
SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE — MARCH 24 

ENTER 

 
1. Can you recall a time when someone “fought” on your behalf?  

  
OBSERVE 

In this week’s passage, we’re exploring the fall of Jericho—the first military encounter in the book 
of Joshua—and considering what it reveals about God. READ JOSHUA 5:13—6:21. 
 

2. “The commander of the army of the LORD” is portrayed as distinct from God, but also 
embodies God’s divine nature as the ground becomes holy. What do we learn about God 
from the commander’s reply to Joshua’s question in v.13? 

 
3. How does the timing of this encounter shape how we understand what follows in the 

“conquest” of the Canaanites (chapters 6-12)? 
 

4. Describe how the fall of Jericho’s walls took place. What do you think this process 
communicated to God’s people? What might it have communicated to the Canaanites in 
the surrounding towns and villages? 

 
5. In this passage, God is portrayed as the one who secures the victory for his people. How 

does the life, death, resurrection, and return show Jesus to be our Divine Warrior?  
 
APPLY 

 
6. Pastor Curtis asked us to consider three contexts (historical, literary, and redemptive)1 as 

we wrestle with the warfare described here. Did that help you process what’s here? What 
remains unsettling for you and what do you need to do to keep wrestling through that? 
 

7. Where might there be strongholds (i.e., a mindset, value system, or thought process that 
hinders your growth) in your life? How can you respond to that in light of 2 Corinthians 
10:3-6?  

 
8. What do you need “to put to death” in your life to experience life in Christ? 

 
PRAY 

Ask for the Spirit’s power and guidance in putting to death sin in our own lives and breaking free 
from the lies that keep us from worshipping Jesus wholeheartedly. 

                                                
1 Historical – Jericho was a military outpost, mostly housing soldiers (who were well aware of God’s power and 
preservation of Israel). The Canaanites were also militarily superior to the Israelites (who had wandered through the 
desert for a generation). Literary — The genre of Joshua is similar to other Ancient Near Eastern warfare writings, 
which use hyperbole in communicating decisive victories. Redemptive — God’s patience with the Canaanites, but also 
his righteous judgment is expressed in Genesis 15:6, Leviticus 18:24-25, 20:22-24, and Deuteronomy 9:5, 12:29-31. In 
the New Testament, God’s patient mercy and righteous judgment are regularly expressed, most notably in 2 Peter 3 in 
reference to Christ’s return. 


