
 
IN THE MIDDLE, WK4 

The Past in the Present ( Joshua 5:1-12 ) 
SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE — MARCH 17 

ENTER 

 
1. How can our past hinder us from moving forward in life? On the flip side, how can we 

draw strength from our past to move forward? 
  
OBSERVE 

In the opening chapters of Joshua, it’s like God is taking this new generation down memory lane, 
reminding them of the glory and garbage of their family’s history. In this week’s passage, God is 
reaffirming his commitment to them and (in a sense) reinstating them as his people by 
reestablishing the practice of circumcision and the feast of Passover. READ JOSHUA 5:1-12. 
 

2. Circumcision was the sign of the Abrahamic covenant (cf. Genesis 12, 15, and 17). 
 

a. What did this practice communicate about God’s covenant promises?  
(Consider Genesis 17:1-14 and the promises emphasized in this passage) 

b. What did this practice remind the Israelites about their response to the covenant? 
(Consider Deuteronomy 10:14-16 and Jeremiah 4:3-4) 

 
3. What is the overall posture of this passage to religious practices? What does this passage 

affirm? What does the passage critique? (Consider the contrast between the two generations) 
 

4.  Where in this passage do you see the faithfulness of God to his people? 
For reference: the following passages give us a better sense of what “the reproach of 
Egypt” (v.9) means: Exodus 32:9-12; Numbers 14:11-16; Deuteronomy 9:22-29. 

 
APPLY 

 
5. Even though the book of Joshua is best known for the Canaanite conquest, the opening 

chapters focus far more on worship than warfare. What have you been learning about 
your own spiritual condition through these chapters?   
 

6. In the new covenant, circumcision is replaced by baptism as the sign of the new 
covenant. Read Romans 6:1-14. 
 

a. How does baptism portray God’s grace?  
b. What is true about us in light of our union with Christ? 
c. What is the Spirit prompting you to do in light of this passage? 

 
PRAY 

Close by thanking God for His provision and asking the Spirit to empower us to present ourselves 
“to God as instruments for righteousness” (Rom. 6:13). 


