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Gilded touches in the
entrance hall evoke the
original decor of this
former Madrid palace;
the sconces are from
Circa Lighting, the
antique mirror is English,
and the faux-porphyry
urns are late 19th century.
For details see Sources.
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An antique Coromandel lacquer
screen provides a dramatic backdrgp_r_for

Py

the living room furnishings, which R

include a sofa upholstered in a Templeton
cotton and O.Henry House club chairs.
Opposite: Michael S. Smith (left)

and Ambassador James Costos in Madrid.

The living room features
O.Henry House sofas,
with pillows in a Jasper
linen blend, and Jasper
side tables in a faux-bois
finish; the mirror is in the
style of Louis XIV, and
the artworks are by
Andy Warhol.

96 GALERIEMAGAZINE.COM

|
i




GDG/GTRESONLINE

uring nearly four years of service as
President Obama’s ambassador to Spain and
Andorra, James Costos and his partner,
interior designer Michael S. Smith, were
known for always achieving the perfect
blend of Spanish and American
culture—business and art, nobility and celebrity, diplomacy
and diversion—in virtually every event on their packed
agendas. Meanwhile, Smith used his own creativity,
collections, and contacts to transform the ambassador’s
official residence in Madrid into a showplace for the best of
American, Hispanic, and Spanish art, design, gastronomy,
and enterprise. As America’s highest-ranking hosts in Spain,
the couple introduced Spanish wines to American
businessmen and film stars while serving savory baked
Virginia ham to Spanish grandees weaned on jamdén ibérico.

With the change of administration last January, Costos
and Smith exited the diplomatic stage and flew to their home
in Southern California, delighted with the prospect of
introducing their new dog, Greco, whom they rescued from a
shelter in Madrid, to his furry siblings in Los Angeles.

But they never said good-bye to Madrid, instead
relocating their possessions to a gracious 5,000-square-foot
apartment on the piano nobile of a 19th-century former
palace in the city’s elegant Barrio Salamanca.

“We truly feel part of Madrid, and while we can’t be here
quite as often as wed like, we really wanted to keep connected
to our friends,” says Smith, whose design projects in Spain
and Europe have him frequently touching down in Madrid,
while Ambassador Costos is busy consulting for a variety
of Spanish and American companies. “This place is a tribute
to our desire to always have a home to come back to”

Smith was drawn to the elegant proportions and beautiful
ceiling details befitting what would traditionally have been
the grandest suite of rooms in a European nobleman’s house.
He describes the process of completing the home—a rental
that he has decorated but not altered—as a veritable
“reshuftle” of much of the couple’s art, antique furniture, and
objets, which had been deployed so effectively at the
ambassadorial residence. He found it both fun and
illuminating that pedigreed pieces hed grown accustomed to
seeing in a certain way suddenly had new life in a fresh and
far more relaxed context.

An impressively tall 18th-century Coromandel screen
that appeared in the background of many official embassy
photos—not to mention countless party pictures posted on
Instagram—seems even more luxurious anchoring a quiet
corner of their new living room. And the antique Chinese

painted panels that hang in the dining room came from the
guest suite where the Obamas stayed in the ambassador’s
residence. “To get different effects with our ‘recycled’
furnishings, I've used simple white cotton slipcovers in a
variety of shades and patterns,” Smith explains.

“Michael’s work in the apartment is perfection,” Costos
raves. “I think he hit all the right notes. It has modern
formality, yet it’s bright and comfortable”

Like most traditional Spanish homes, the apartment faces
both the street—in this case one of the neighborhood’s prime
thoroughfares—and a verdant courtyard in the back, which,
as their luck would have it, features a large swimming pool
and provides at least a visual link to Los Angeles. Off the
large foyer, with its checkerboard stone floor, are the living
room, the dining room, and a library that serves as Costos’s
office. The master bedroom and guest quarters overlook the
tranquil garden.

They came with all the furniture they needed, but they
are still buying art for the home, Smith notes. “And the mix is
getting more and more Spanish.” Currently installed are
works ranging from 19th-century disciples of Goya to a bold
composition by Luis Feito, an éminence grise of Spanish
abstraction. A Chuck Close portrait of President Obama
hangs near the entrance hall, and a newly acquired and
sumptuously embroidered banner emblazoned with the crest
of an old Spanish family floats over the headboard in the
master bedroom.

The pair are enjoying Madrid more than ever, on their
own terms. “Our life here is even more interesting and
engaging now;” Smith says, adding that “as private citizens
we're no longer limited to going only where the official
schedule would allow. Now we walk the streets, ducking into
cafés and galleries at will. We get to experience the city on a
much more intimate and immediate level” O

GALERIEMAGAZINE.COM 95

e ——

2 RS S




DI

B

TN A K€




101

3

hangs above a Louis XVI

mahogany dining table

and chairs, which are

cotton, and the walls are

clad in a cotton blend;

Templeton. The painted

century Chinese.
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the parchment cocktail table'is by
Bardeaux Meuble, and the painting by
Jason Martin was purchased at auction.
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curtains are of . a Madeleine Castaing

The master bedroom wall upholstery and
fabric;
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ARTFUL EVE

“EVERY DECORATOR
WHO LOVES HISTORY
LOVES MADELEINE CASTAING’S
PATTERN AND COLOR
COMBINATIONS,” SAYS
MICHAEL SMITH
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1. “I’'ve always been drawn to
Madeleine Castaing’s
patterns, and the one in our
bedroom, Coppelia Bleu, is
one of my favorites. The
ceilings are quite tall, and you
really can’t imagine the
impact of how grand the
fabric makes the space feel.”
Smith purchased his yardage
in Europe, but a selection of
Castaing fabrics are available
in the U.S. from Brunschwig &
Fils. brunschwig.com

2. “Framed wallpaper is a good
trick for adding character to a
space. Companies such as
lksel produce wonderful
reproductions, and with digital

RICARDO LABOUGLE (2); COURTESY OF VISUAL COMFORT

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: ALEX MUCCILLI (4);
& CO.; RICARDO LABOUGLE (3)

technology you can create
your own if the quality of the
source material is good. But in
the end, the framing is what’s
key.” iksel.com

3. “Small, regional auction
houses are an excellent, often
overlooked, source. It’s like a
treasure hunt. | love finding
Spanish antiques in America
and repatriating them, and
vice versa. The noble banner
in the master bedroom is from
Brunk in North Carolina.”
brunkauctions.com

4. Smith gave new life to his
existing furniture with
slipcovers. “The secret is we

did everything in all-white, but
in four different shades, which
makes it more complex.
There’s a visual subtlety that
reveals itself slowly.” Another
tip: “I always prewash the
fabric so that it’s preshrunk.”

5. A collection of mementos
celebrates the couple’s time
at the embassy in Madrid: the
flag that flew over the
embassy when James Costos
was ambassador, a framed
photo that the King and
Queen of Spain gave Smith as
a birthday gift, the phone that
had a direct line to the U.S.,
and a star paperweight with
the embassy’s seal.

6. Smith likes to vary his
table settings from house to
house. “In New York and
Madrid, it’s more traditional
than in California,” he
explains. “On the West Coast,
I'll place giant mineral

pieces on the table, and straw
mats instead of table

linens. If I’'m entertaining
formally in Spain, | set the
table with Alberto Pinto
china, Georgian silver,

and Astier de Villatte
glassware. It’s hard to find
interesting patterned

table linens. | tend to find
the best from Matouk and

D. Porthault, and Zara Home
is cool and ever-changing.”

7. “You need to
bring light in at
multiple levels, not
just overhead. I've
learned from smart
lighting designers
that when you see a
pool of light, your
eye thinks that all the light
in the space is actually
that bright. Sconces, for
example, give a sense of
brightness without
blowing out the

area like a 7-Eleven.”

The Winslow sconce in
antique brass is from the
Michael S. Smith Collection
for Visual Comfort.
circalighting.com

/
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A FRESH TAKE

Pages 92-107: Interiors by Michael S. Smith
Inc.; michaelsmithinc.com. Pages 92-93: In
entryway, Iron Torch sconces from Circa
Lighting; circalighting.com. Page 94: In
living room, sofa upholstered in Maracay
Cream cotton textile by Templeton (T);
templetonfabrics.com. 214.5 Jean club
chairs by O. Henry House (T);
ohenryhouseltd.com. Page 96: In living
room, sofas by O. Henry House (T). Side
tables and pillow fabric by Jasper (T);
michaelsmithinc.com. Pages 98-99: In
library, sofa by O. Henry House covered in
fabric by Jasper (T). Pillows and club chairs
covered in Dahlia fabric, in Nightfall
colorway, by Jasper (T). Naples chandelier
by Jasper (T). Pages 100-101: In dining
room, chairs slipcovered in Reale Stripe
Cream cotton textile by Templeton (T).
Maree wall covering, in Fiji colorway, by
Templeton (T). Page 102: In guest bedroom,
walls covered in Bangalore linen, in
Original colorway, by Jasper (T). Settee
covered in Panna cotton fabric, in Off
White, by Templeton (T). Page 103: In guest
bedroom, Lotus Leaf Column Table lamp
by Vaughan (T); vaughandesigns.com.
Lampshade by Irving & Morrison;
irvingandmorrison.com. Pages 104-5: In
master bedroom, Madeleine Castaing wall
covering and curtains, in Coppelia Bleu,
from Brunschwig & Fils (T); brunschwig-

.com. Custom cocktail table by Bardeaux
Meuble; meubledec.com. Hindu Kush area
rug by J. D. Staron (T); jdstaron.com.

SEA CHANGE

Pages 108-19: Interiors by Victoria
Hagan; victoriahagan.com. Architecture
by Timothy Bryant Architect; timothy-
bryant.com. Landscape design by
Edmund Hollander Landscape Architects;
hollanderdesign.com. Pages 110-11: In
living room, custom curtains by Hiroko
Takeda, hirokotakeda.com. Lampe
Pastilles lamps, in bronze, and Bout de
Canape Inclination table by Hervé Van
der Straeten from Ralph Pucci (T);
ralphpucci.net. Custom Sloane area rug
by Mansour Modern; mansourmodern-
com. On terrace, Haut Brion lounge chair
and sofa by Liaigre (T); christian-liaigre.
us. Page 112: In wet-bar gallery, Lustre
Ovale pendant by Hervé Van der Straeten
from Ralph Pucci (T). Norma barstools
from Suite NY; suiteny.com. Page 113: In
dining room, custom Lava cabinet by
Christophe Come from Cristina Grajales
Gallery; cristinagrajalesinc.com. Page 113:
In dining room, custom tricorner table
lamps from Gerald Bland; geraldblandinc.
com. Hand-knotted Lightning rug by
Doris Leslie Blau (T); dorisleslieblau.com.
Page 114: In breakfast area, Jean-Michel
Frank X table by Hermeés; usa.hermes.
com. Beatrice dining chairs by Poltrona
Frau; poltronafrau.com. Chairs and
custom banquette covered in leather from
Holly Hunt (T); hollyhunt.com. Page 114:
In hallway outside master bedroom,
custom ceiling fixture by Dennis Miller
Associates (T); dennismiller.com. Pages
114-15: In kitchen, Vik stools by Ligne
Roset; linea-inc.com. Range by Wolf;
subzero-wolf.com. Cabinets by Poliform;
poliformusa.com. Sink fittings by
Dornbracht; dornbracht-store.com. Page
116: In master bedroom sitting room,
custom Serge Mouille ceiling fixture by
Design Within Reach; dwr.com. Custom-
made rug by Mansour Modern. Pages
118-19: In master bedroom, Pirce LED
Suspension lamp by Artemide Lighting;
artemide.net, from DDC; ddcnyc.com.
Noe chairs and Noe table by Christophe
Delcourt from Avenue Road; avenue-road-
.com. Java rug, #AWKMAO06, by /. D.
Staron (T); jdstaron.com. Roma chair by
Stripe Vintage Modern; stripevintage-
modern.com.

IN THE MIX

Pages 120-29: Interiors by G. P. Schafer
Architect; gpschafer.com. Page 122: In
entry, gilt mirror from Lee Calicchio Ltd.;
leecalicchioltd.com. Page 122: In living
room corner, custom one-armed
banquette by G. P. Schafer Architect,
fabricated by Luther Quintana Upholstery;
Iqupholstery.com. Banquette covered in
Cambridge Cloth fabric, in Harvest color,
by Rose Tarlow Melrose House (T);
rosetarlow.com. Pages 122-23: In living
room, Seychelles cocktail table, in
Shagreen, by Ironies (T); ironies.com. Area
rug by Patterson Flynn Martin (T);
pattersonflynnmartin.com. Regency
armchairs upholstered by Jonas;
jonasworkroom.com. Page 124: In dining
room, chandelier from Niall Smith
Antiques; 212-750-3985. Dark red wall
paint by John Weidl Associates;
jwainteriors.net. Page 125: In library,
Regency library chair from Niall Smith
Antiques. #1614 English Paw Bench by
John Rosselli & Associates (T); johnrosselli-
.com. Area rug by Patterson Flynn Martin
(T). Page 126: In the kitchen, Viennese
Flushmount light fixture by Urban
Archaeology; urbanarchaeology.com.
Similar ceiling pendants by Ann-Morris;
ann-morris.com. Refrigerator by
Sub-Zero; subzero-wolf.com. Range by
Wolf; subzero-wolf.com. Page 128: In
master bath, Sunhee Venetian plaster
wall covering, in Northern Sea colorway,
by Studio E; studioeinc.com. Custom
mirror frames by G. P. Schafer Architect,
fabricated by APF Munn; apfmunn.com.
Vanity and Loft lights by Urban
Archaeology. Page 129: In master
bedroom, canopy fabric by Claremont (T);
claremontfurnishing.com. Circa-1880
rug from Beauvais Carpets (T);
beauvaiscarpets.com.

CREATIVE LICENSE

Pages 138-49: Architecture and
interiors by BWArchitects; bw-architects-
.com. Pages 138-39: In living room,
Andersen Line sectional sofa by Rodolfo
Dordoni for Minotti; minotti.com. Lithos
cocktail table by Antonio Citterio for
Maxalto; bebitalia.com. Page 141: In
living room, Gumi armchair and Gumi
ottoman by Bruno Moinard Editions;
brunomoinardeditions.com. Pages
142-43: In kitchen, countertop by
Caesarstone; caesarstoneus.com.

CornuFé 90 Albertine range by La
Cornue; lacornueusa.com. Pull Out
Nozzle Chrome faucet by Franke;
franke.com. Page 144: In dining room,
PH 3 1/2-3 lighting pendants by Louis
Poulsen; louispoulsen.com. Eames
molded-fiberglass side chairs by
Herman Miller; hermanmiller.com. Page
145: In the children’s room, Patchwork
wallpaper by Deyrolle; deyrolle.com,
available through E-Papier-Peint;
e-papier-peint.com. Pages 146-47: In
master bedroom, Italian Frames
wallpaper by Deyrolle, available through
E-Papier-Peint. Custom-made bed by
Brenda Bello of BWArchitects.

FAMILY AFFAIR

Pages 154-63: Architecture and interiors
by Lee Ledbetter and Associates;
leeledbetter.com. Landscape design by
Sawyer | Berson; sawyerberson.com. Pages
154-55: In den, custom rug by Doris Leslie
Blau (T); dorisleslieblau.com. Custom
cocktail table by Lee Ledbetter and
Associates. Pelada curtain fabric, in
F5913-03 colorway, by Osborne ¢ Little;
osborneandlittle.com. Pierre Paulin
chairs upholstered in Tonus by Kvadrat
fabric, 460800132, by Maharam (T);
maharam.com. Sofa upholstered in
Sherman fabric, in Earth colorway, by
Knoll; knoll.com. Page 156: In den,
Indochine armchair by Cassina; cassina.
com. Pages 158-59: In living room,
antique Oushak carpet from Nola Rugs,
nolarugs.com. Pages 160-61: In master
bedroom, armchair and ottoman
upholstered in Azteque fabric, in

Silver Stone colorway, by Holly Hunt (T);
hollyhunt.com. Curtain fabric by Jim
Thompson (T); jimthompsonfabrics.com.
Matilde Embroidered Border curtain
trim fabric, in 14 Pewter, from Samuel ¢
Sons (T); samuelandsons.com. Page 161:
In master closet, vintage brass chandelier
from Ida Manheim Antiques; new.ida-
manheimantiques.com. Vintage Persian
runner from Mansour; mansour.com.
Custom closet cabinets by Lee Ledbetter
and Associates, upholstered in leather
from Holly Hunt (T). Page 162: In study,
armchairs upholstered in Naga fabric,
MLEF-2251-02, by Osborne & Little. Wool
rug by Doris Leslie Blau (T). Page 163: In
guest bedroom, Hinson’s Martinique wall
covering, in greens, by Donghia (T);
donghia.com.
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