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Good morning madam chair and members of this committee. Thank you for hearing SB735 today. I am 
here to speak in support of this bill. 

My name is Laurie Fremgen. I have been a licensed midwife for over 20 years and I have been on the 
midwives advisory board for over 13 years. I am currently the chair of the midwives advisory board at 
TDLR. 

I tell you that to say that I have a lot of experience being a midwife, owning my own small business, 
advocating for midwives and regulating the profession of midwifery. It is something I am deeply 
passionate about. 

The Midwives Advisory Board oversees the writing of the rules based on the laws that are implemented 
here in the legislature. The Midwives Advisory Board has both the expertise as well as the understanding 
of how to apply the laws governing midwifery into rules that Licensed Midwives can understand and 
follow. 

One of the requirements written into this bill is a pharmaceutical course. High quality, accredited 
pharmaceutical courses already exist and can be utilized to ensure that the safe use of these medicines 
is standardized across the state. These courses are already required in some other states and would be 
an ongoing requirement for relicensing, much like CPR and Neonatal Resuscitation courses are. 

TDLR is a competent state agency, fully adept at regulating the professions it oversees. Midwifery is no 
exception. The Midwives Advisory Board will work closely with TDLR to ensure that these life-saving 
medications will be used accurately and safely, with rules standardizing their use. We will also work 
closely with TDLR to ensure that any misuse of the medications is addressed swiftly and thoroughly. 

I would like to personally add that I have used these medications many times over the years. I have used 
them effectively and safely and the use of these medications has contributed to the excellent outcomes I 
have. I am a better midwife because I have access to these life-saving medications. 

I enjoy the freedom I have here in Texas to be a midwife. I appreciate the appropriate laws and rules that 
govern midwifery here. This proposed bill will only add to the safety of the practice of midwifery, making 
midwifery even safer across the state. 

It is important to note that there are counties in this state that have limited or no access to maternity care 
with many counties having no obstetricians. Rural hospitals are closing and some of these rural hospitals 
are eliminating their Labor and Delivery programs. This creates a gap in maternity care that is contributing 
to poor infant and maternal outcomes. I’m sure I don’t have to tell you that we have a serious problem in 
this state regarding maternity care. 

Licensed midwives cover this gap. 

Midwifery is an essential part of the ongoing work of providing safe and effective maternity care to our 
citizens. And this bill will be an excellent step towards improving maternity care in this state. 

I can promise you, these medications will make us safer practitioners, but more importantly, it will help 
keep the families we serve safe too. As the chair of the Midwives Advisory Board, I will see to it. 

 


