CLASS ACTION CONTINGRENT FRE, ACGREEMENT

Kord County, Kansas, through its duly authorized Board of County
Commissioners, hereby hives the law firm of Sharp Law LLP (“Attorneys” or
“we”) to Investigate, evaluate, and if appropriate, to represent the interests of
Ford County, Kansas, efther Individually or as a clags representative of counties
or citles in Kansas, in an. action for damages resulting from Exxon and other
chemical mantifacturers deceptive advertising of plastics and their oreation of a
public nuigance,

1 Client's Duty as a Clags Representative, Asa clas representative, the Court '
vequives tht the Client Will adequately and fatrly siépregorit the (lass, Thisis
your-duty, Here is how you ave expected to agéomplish that duty:

- ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE

8, Responsibility for Costs, Attorneys shall be legally vesponsible fox advancing
all costs asgoclated with the case, Including, but not imited to, filing fees, service
fees, witness fees, research fees, charges for investigation, records, medical
reports, photographs, exhihits, photacopies, facsimiles, extraordinary postage,
travel, meals, and accommodations, local cornsel if paid howly (excluding any
contingency participant), expert fees and expenses (consulting and testifying),
extraordinary document management, and video taping and other deposition
recording and reproduction expenses, All costs, plus 10% annual interest, will be
deducted from the recovery befoxe caleutlating the Attorneys’ fee,




4, Natice to the Class, You may be responsible for providing notice to the class,
depending on whether the state or federal rules or the judge requires such notice,
Wo will undertake this task on yotu behalf and be regponsible for all costs.
Notjoa is usually aceomplished by mailing a copy to identifiable clags members
and publighing a copy In newspapexs,

5. No Speelal Treatment, You have not heen promised any special treatment
above the Lreatment which may be awarded to other class members, It
gticcessful, however, we will agk the judge to award you additional compensation
foi the oxtra time and effort you expend as a clags veprégentative and for having
the courage o challenge defendants’ conduet, We cannot giiavantee The judge.

will do go,

"~ ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE

v, Atidrneys' Fees, T this matter Is certified ag a class action, ot fees (payment
for ot time) mustbe approved by the Coutt and ape depéndantupon a gticcessiul
yécovery, Thisis a Contingent Fee Agresment, Utiless: his court ordéry
ofherivise, Clients will pay Attorneysthe cottingency; i any, set forth below, The
contingericy vipon which the attorneys’ fees shall he due to Attotneys is the
yécavery of damages or other benefits to Clients recovered by settlement or trial,
“Recavery of damages ot other benefits™ includes all monles paid in settlement or
award of damages, attorneys’ fees, costs, penalties, punitive damages, value of
infunctive relief, or interest, Attorneys’ fee will be caloulated, after dectuction of
costs, as a percentage of the damage or: other benefits to Clients as follows:

83% of all amounts recovered by seftlement hefore trial;

35% of all amounts recovered by settlement during trlal;

40% of all amonnts recovered by setflement or payment of judgment
after a tuial. .

If there is no reéowry, no conbingency attorneys’ fee (o
costs) will be paid.




8, Settlement, We will consult you before recommending a settlement, You
agree not to settle the claims in any manner without the weitten consent of
Attorneys, If this case is certified as a class action, settles and does not go to trial,
the settlement must be approved by the Court, You ave entitled to object to the
gettlement if you do not agree with our recommendations to settle,

9. Judicial Approval, In prosecuting a class action, all of our actlons, including
the payment of fees and costs, are subject: to judicial approval and courts take .
that approval gerlously. '

10, Associate Counsel. Attorneys reserve the right to, may and probably will,
agsoclate with other attorneys and law firms in repregenting Clients, withott
additional expense ox fee obligation ta Clients, Clients consetit to svich
association and to any division of attorneys' faes and costs that milght be agreed
upoi among gsgaciated counsel,

11, Pfobate, In the éyent a death requives commencement of a probate action to
progéciie Clients' case, Clierts authorize Attorneys to vetain probéte coungel,
Fees and expenses incurved in any probate proceeding will be considered a cost
itein borne by Attorneys undel paragraph 3, .

12, Withdrawal and Discharge, Attorneys may at any time, during the course of
settlefient negotiations or litigation, be required hecause of a conflict or other
reason to withdvaw from the case, If Attorneys withdraw, for ary reagson, Clients
will consider Attorneys’ recommendation for veplacement sounsel and will
encourdage replacement counsel subsequeritly chosen to work with Attorneys to
gain the benefit of the investigation and work product which was generated from
the efforts of Attorneys to that point. Attorneys will be af liberty to negotiate with
replacement counsel the value of services and information and make whatever
agreements Attorneys deem prudent with the replacement counsel. Should a
decision by Attorneys to withdraw result in costs being duplicated, Clients will
not be obligated to retmburse Attorneys for those items, If Clients discharge
Attorneys, ot if Attorneys withdraw for cause other than for a conflict of interest,

Clients agres to pay Attorneys a reasonable attorney fee and any unreimbursed
costs out of the recovery, if any.

13. Merger Clause and No Oral Modifications, This Agreement comprises the
total understanding as to the contingent fee agresment between Attorneys and
Clients in this matter. It is agreed that the terms of this Contingent Fee
Agreement may be altered or amended, as circumstances warrant, only by an
amendment in wiiting signed by both a member of Attorneys and Clients, This

Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Kansas, without regard to
choice of law rules,

14. Binding on Successors. The terms of this Agreement shall be binding on the
heirs, estates, successors, and assigns of the parties, Iffor any reason it is not a




binding contract, Attorneys will be entitled to the value of their services in
equity/quantum meruit,

Signature by Facsimile. Signature by fax is as binding as an original, and the

signature page to thig Agreement may be signed in multiple coples, faxes, digttal
images or originals,

Having read and fully understanding the above Agreement, the parties
sign this Agreement.

ATTORNEYS: CLIENTS:

Sharp Law LLP : Ford Couirty, Kansas Board of
County Commissioners

By: .-
Al

Date; _10/17/202‘4 i)ate:1o/21/2oz4




