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Task Overview .
Today you will demonstrate your ability to read, analyze, and res

class period (60 minutes
oates and Coleman Hughes before

t should address the issue of
ns. These are written records of speeches that were

given verbally. Reparations are money ons that are taken by a government, gro.up, c?r
. The purpose of reparations I5 to

individual that caused harm to another g A :
scknowledge the harm committed, to seek to repair that harm, and sometimes to prevent that g2AMe arm from
ifferent ways in order Yo

happening again. Both Coates and Hughes select, emphasize, an
communicate their opinions to Congress.

testimonies given by Ta-Nehisi C

f enslaved African America
that is paid or actli
overnment, group, or individua

reparations for descendants O

Materials
) 5 Student Answers Document

2 Pencil or pen
3. Highlighter or colored pencil

Directions:
REACH Performance Tasks show how well you understand key standards, so it Is important to do your best. You

will have up to 60 minutes to complete this REACH Performance Task.

You should:
1. Read the questions before reading the texts.
2 Read the texts carefully. You are encouraged to annotate the text as you read.
3. As you read, pay attention to central ideas, supporting details, author’s word choice and tone, and
differences between the authors’ perspectives. |
4. After you read, complete all parts of the performance task on the attached pages.
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enslavement, but the Ogic of

It Is tempting to divorce this modern campaign of terrof, of ',|“r|(].v" from

enslavement, of white supremacy, respects no such borders.

ut he was alive when Jim Crow \aws that

h were still in effect. Majority Leader
witness the harassment, jailing, and
to protect them, He was alive for the
llion. Victims of that plunder are very

we grant that Mr. McConnell was not alive during enslavement. B
denied Black people the chance to get an education and a good JO
McConnell cited civil rights legislation yesterday because he was alive 10
betrayal of those responsible for that legislation by a government sworn
redlining of Chicago and the looting of Black homeowners of some 54 bi

much alive today. I'm sure they’d love a word with the majority leader.

what this committee must know, is that while Emancipation dead-bolted the door against the

What they know,
pen. And that is the thing about Senator McConnell's

handits of America, Jim Crow wedged the windows wide o
"something": it was 150 years ago. And it was right now.

tenth of the wealth of the typical white family. Black women
And there is, of course, the shame of this land of the

£ which the descendants of the enslaved make up

The typical Black family in this country has one
die in childbirth at four times the rate of white women.
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 Reparations are a way of making amehds, but it is also a question of citi
recognizing the whole of our history. If Thomas Jefferson matters, so does the enslaved woman Sally

Hemings. If D-Day matters, so does Black Wall Street. Because the question really is not whether we'll be tied
to the somethings of our past, but whether we are courageous enough to be tied to the whole of them.

Thank you.

he World and Me" and "We Were

Wiriter Ta-Nehisi Coates is the author of "The Beautiful Struggle," "Between t
Case for Reparations.”

Eight Years in Power: An American Tragedy," as well as the 2014 essay "The

CON: Coleman Hughes: "If we were to pay reparations today, we would only divide the country

further” _
Nothing I'm about to say is meant to minimize the horror and br

is a bloody stain on this country's history, and | consider our failure to pa
enslaved people after the Civil War to be one of the greatest injustices ever

‘government.

utality of enslavement and Jim Crow. Racism
y reparations directly to freed
committed by the U.S.

promises our ability to fix the present. Think about what we're

doing today. We're spending our time debating a bill that mentions slavery 25 times but prisons only once,

in an era with zero enslaved Black people but nearly a million Black prisoners. I'm not saying that

acknowledging history doesn't matter. It does. I'm saying there's a difference between acknowledging

history and allowing history to distra%us from the problems we face today.

But | worry that our desire to fix the past com
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; deas and Details , ,
rt 1: Key I ective on the issue of reparations. w &

& ave just read 2 testimonies in which the authors shared their persp
choose 110 analyze for questions 1 and 2 of Part 1. Circle your choice below. ~

Text #2:
CON: Coleman Hughes: "If we were to pay reparations
today, we would only divide the country further”

Text #1:
Ta-Nehisi Coates: “The matter of reparations is

PRO:
one of making amends”

¢

d above to complete the chart below.

1. Use the same article you selecte
Identify a central idea and write it in a complete sentence.

Identify 2 details that support the central idea. . :
,t'fy_ ,ur own words how each of the supporting details you :dentified develops the central
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part 3t integration of Knowledge and ldeas g writing

3. You just read two perspectives on the Issue of reparations for slavery in the United States.

Now you will write 2 paragraphs (5-10 sentences each) in which you identify and analyze the 2 most
important ways the perspectives of these authors are different from one another. In your response, include at
least 2 pieces of evidence from each article (4 total) to support your analysis. This question will evaluate both
your reading and writing skills. You may use the graphic organizer below to plan your response, but only your
writing on the lines that follow will be evaluated. Before submitting, use the checkbox prompt to check your

work.

Important Difference 1 b Important Difference 2

Did you include ...?
O 2 paragraphs written in complete sentences (5-10 sentences each)
O 2 pieces of evidence from each text (4 total)
O The 2 most important ways the perspectives of the authors were different
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