
 
 

 Evelyn Bozon Pappa 
 
Reg.# 48576-004 
Race: Hispanic 
Age: 59 
Offense: Drug conspiracy  
Sentence: 8 life sentences 
Criminal History: 1st offense 
Time Already Served: 25 years  
 
 
 
Evelyn Bozon Pappa, currently 59 years old, was sentenced to eight life sentences for drug 
related offenses and has been in prison nearly 25 years. 
 
Evelyn at the age of 34 was indicted for conspiracy to distribute cocaine. When Evelyn learned 
of the indictment she turned herself in. Evelyn’s husband, (Romero) the organizer of the 
conspiracy was also indicted but fled  to Colombia. Negotiations were being made with the 
prosecution for Romero to turn himself in, in exchange for the release of Evelyn but he refused 
to do so when the time came. Thereafter, Evelyn would proceed to trial. 
 
Evelyn was evaluated multiple times before trial and it was revealed  that she had been molested 
at the age of eleven by a family member and  forced into marriage at age 14 to Romero.   
According to the report, Evelyn grew up a religious female in a male dominated culture 
subjected to the will of the man who was dominant physically, as well as financially. Evelyn 
“had to be available…sexually at any time Romero demanded”. She was also physically beaten, 
threatened and alienated from the world. Her world was subjected to Romero’s will.   
   
The facts stated above and others were not heard by the jury and were not presented at 
sentencing and even if it had it was  irrelevant, under the then mandatory guidelines. Today, the 
context of the relationship would be considered.  Romero was never held accountable for any of 
his unlawful or terrible actions for he was killed in Columbia a few years after being indicted. 
 
Despite the brutality Evelyn experienced and sentenced to a punishment that  requires her death 
behind bars, she has not only blossomed into an extraordinary individual but she has also helped 
other women in prison do the same. In the 25 years of her incarceration Evelyn has never 
received  an incident report. She works in the Chapel where she translates the Chaplains sermons 
from English to Spanish; She is a teacher for the Religious Services reentry faith based classes 
that equips inmates with skills that will enable them to transition back to their community. 
Evelyn assisted the Chaplain with assembling a Spanish curriculum for each of the nine Spanish 
reentry faith based classes, and also participated in the general Christian leadership team, 
teaching ministry and disciple ministry team.  
 
A testament to Evelyn’s character is the fact that she has had eight prison employees write letters 
requesting she be released and she, also,  has two former prison guards willing to be interviewed 
and advocate for her sentence to be commuted by the President. 



 
 

 
Evelyn and Romero brought into this world three daughters and one son. Unfortunately, 
Romero’s horrific sexual abuse would extend to one of the daughters.  However, despite the 
turmoil Evelyn’s kids have endured they all have gone on to graduate from college or a technical 
school and have families of their own and desperately wait for her to be released. 
 
Evelyn is only a handful of  women in prison serving life without parole for a nonviolent offense. 
The commutation of her sentence (and the other’s) would send a message that such a severe 
punishment should rarely be used in nonviolent charges committed by women. 
 
I highly recommend clemency for Evelyn Bozon Pappa. 
 

 
 

 
Alice Marie Johnson 
 
* Evelyn Bozon Pappa’s full clemency petition can be found at the end of this document.  
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