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Nearly twenty-five years ago, many of you traveled with us 
as we provided Russian children with shoes, medicine and 
teddy bears. God used those items to soften their hearts to 
His love and many came to know Jesus. Now those boys 
and girls are all grown up. And many of them are leading 
the charge to reach their country for Christ.

Yet there are over 100,000 villages throughout Russia that 
still haven’t heard the gospel. These courageous young men 
and women need resources to reach them.

When Dottie and I first traveled to Russia, we had lunch with 
a group of pastors. During the meal, they requested copies 
of More Than a Carpenter and Evidence That Demands a 
Verdict. I offered to do my best to get 5,000 of each.

Instead of hearing “spasibo” (“thank you”), the pastors 
shook their heads.

“You don’t understand,” they explained. We need 250,000 
More Than a Carpenter and 50,000 Evidence That Demands 
a Verdict.”

Within a month, God answered our prayers and provided 
funding for more copies than the pastors requested. I can 
still remember dozens of hands clamoring for each copy! 

Over the last 25 years, you’ve helped provide millions of 
truth-filled books for Russia! But today there is still a great 
need. I pray you’re encouraged as you read about what 
God has done, and is doing, in Russia.

Until the whole world hears,

To Russia with Love
You helped then — and you can help now too!

From Josh

INSIDE: Ministry in Russia, Then and Now
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In the early 1990s, when we 
first launched Mission to Russia, 
the country was in crisis. The 
U.S.S.R had split into 15 separate 
nations. Communism gave way 
to an unstable economy. Order, 
which was the backbone of Russian 

culture, disappeared. Production and distribution channels 
were disrupted. With the “iron fist” of government 
gone, what was banned yesterday (drugs, pornography, 
prostitution, mafia) was now sought after.

On top of all that, nearly a million troops had recently 

been released from the military. They had no place to go, 
no jobs, no food and no way to provide for their families. 
Children, especially orphans, were among those who 
suffered the most.

With the Russian winter fast approaching, people were 
desperate. They needed food, shoes, socks and winter 
boots. There was a spiritual hunger like never before.

How better to share the gospel of Jesus Christ, thought 
Josh, than to share it while following Christ’s example in 
ministering to the deeply felt needs.

Thus, Operation Carelift was born . . .

They needed Him then . . .
Early ministry: How YOU gave life and hope to Russian families 

To Russia with Love

“The experience that will last with me is 
seeing their desire for Christian literature and 
the tears of joy when people received it.” 
— Billy Parker, Mission to Russia 

(Operation Carelift) ‘91 Team Member

Trucks filled with 
shoes, coats, 
books, teddy bears 
and food

Russian orphans hear the gospel

The first Bible a child 
owns changes the course of his or her life

Russians of all ages cried 

out for hope and help

Russian soldiers 
unloading  Josh’s books

Children in Russian orphanages 

received supplies and love from  

our early teams



been released from the military. They had no place to go, 
no jobs, no food and no way to provide for their families. 
Children, especially orphans, were among those who 
suffered the most.

With the Russian winter fast approaching, people were 
desperate. They needed food, shoes, socks and winter 
boots. There was a spiritual hunger like never before.

How better to share the gospel of Jesus Christ, thought 
Josh, than to share it while following Christ’s example in 
ministering to the deeply felt needs.

Thus, Operation Carelift was born . . . God used Josh McDowell Ministry to 
plant seeds of truth in Russia in the early 1990s. 
The children and young adults you helped 
minister to back then have grown up with  
truth-filled books like More Than a Carpenter 
and Evidence That Demands a Verdict. 

They long to see their Russian brothers and 
sisters have this truth too.

Russia needs books!
Natasha, a former drug addict, tore pages from 
a Josh McDowell book to crush pills for making 
crystal meth. As she worked, she began to read 
and became intrigued about Jesus. She finished 
the book, later found a Bible, and then accepted 
Jesus as her Savior. She and her husband now 
train leaders in church-based drug/alcohol rehab 
programs in Russia.

Russia needs Undaunted
The film Undaunted tells Josh’s personal testimony of 
growing up with an alcoholic father and sexual abuse by a 
farmhand, yet choosing to accept Jesus Christ as his Savior. 
Since alcoholism and abuse are so prevalent in Russia, this 
story of forgiveness is just what they need.

And we need YOU! 
(See back to find out how you can help)

They needed Him then . . .
Early ministry: How YOU gave life and hope to Russian families 

 . . . they still need Him now.
Ministry in Russia TODAY — and how YOU can help! 

Young people you helped reach years ago 
are now ministry leaders taking the gospel 
across Russia.

Trucks filled with 
shoes, coats, 
books, teddy bears 
and food

Books and aid bring smiles during desperate times

Russian orphans hear the gospel

“These resources are so vital because they 
appeal to the intellect of the Russian 
people and inspire them to read and 
understand the Bible.” 
 — Ward Coleman, Russia Team Leader

The first Bible a child 
owns changes the course of his or her life



A crowd gathers around Josh 
during one of his first trips to 
distribute books in Russia  
— nearly 25 years ago.

Many of you helped plant seeds of the gospel in Russia in the early ‘90s. 
Today,  these seeds have sprouted, grown — and are even producing 
fruit! But they need to be nourished!

YOU can provide  
Russia Ministry Packs!
Josh McDowell books are in high demand in Russia. Seekers there 
are yearning for the truth! 

These resources are only available when people like you provide 
them! They are great companions to the Bible, helping people better 
understand the truth. Plus, they’re translated into Russian, the heart 
language of those who will receive them.

Every $9.50 you send will provide one Russia Ministry Pack that 
includes resources like:

• More Than a Carpenter

• The Witness

• The Father Connection

• the DVD Undaunted: The Early Life of Josh McDowell

Please consider a generous gift and  
return with this response card.

$9.50 provides one  
Russia Ministry Pack

WATER AND GOOD NEWS FOR THE THIRSTY
YOU CAN SHARE THE GOSPEL IN RUSSIA!

� Do we have your current email      address? Please provide here:

A division of:
Cru/Campus Crusade for ChristP.O. Box 628222 • Orlando, FL  32862

www.josh.org

YES! I want to share the truth of Jesus Christ with men, women and children in Russia. Here’s my gift of:

❑ $_________ to provide as many Russia Ministry Packs as possible.❑ $_________ to help where needed most. 2579585

To give via credit card, please use reverse side. To give online, visit give.cru.org and use the Quick Link code J38NWS.

Caring Friend
Street Address
City, State  Zip
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