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APPENDIX C

The Restoration  
Celebration

Permission is granted to the purchaser of this book to photocopy  
this appendix for use in a family or group celebration activity.

This material ©2010 Josh McDowell Ministry and Sean McDowell.

The Restoration Celebration is designed as a Judeo-Christian family event that in-
cludes a meal. You will engage your children and teenagers in a fun and rewarding 

time that celebrates the richness of our relationship with God through Christ here on 
earth, as well as illustrating that, while living here on earth is temporal, there is com-
ing a day when a new and perfect heaven and earth will be our home for all eternity. 
The focus is on Jesus returning to give us our inheritance of newly restored bodies that 
last forever and a perfect world to live in.

This celebration is based on the Jewish holiday called the Feast of Tabernacles or 
Shelters (Booths). God commanded the children of Israel to live in makeshift shelters 
for seven days every year. “This will remind each new generation of Israelites that their 
ancestors had to live in shelters when I rescued them out of the land of Egypt. I, the 
Lord, am your God” (Leviticus 23:43).

For centuries, during the fall of the year, Jewish families have celebrated Sukkot 
(Hebrew, meaning “booth” or “hut”). For seven days they are to eat in their huts and 

“rejoice before the Lord your God” (Leviticus 23:40). As the seventh festival, it marks 
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the completion of both the harvest season and the festival cycle. It therefore serves as a 
special time of celebrating the fullness of God’s creative and redemptive work and, fur-
thermore, the rest of God. It is to be a time to remember and reflect upon all God has 
done for us and give him glory. Yet the key significance of this festival is that it serves 
as a rehearsal and celebration of the future glory of God.

God gave the prophet Zechariah a vision of the coming Messiah, the restoration 
of Israel, and the restoration of all things. The prophet saw a time when “the Lord will 
be king over all the earth. On that day there will be one Lord—his name alone will 
be worshipped” (Zechariah 14:9). The apostle Paul spoke of a time in human history 

“that at the name of Jesus [the Messiah] every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10-11).

It is in this restoration context that Zechariah declares that “the survivors from 
all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year to worship the 
King, the Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles” (Zechariah 
14:16 niv). God had told his people “be joyful at your Feast…for the Lord your God 
will bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will 
be complete” (Deuteronomy 16:14-15 niv). But what Zechariah was no doubt point-
ing to was the ultimate joy made complete when all things would be restored to God’s 
original design and “the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among 
them” (Revelation 21:2 nasb).

At the final restoration of all things there will be no more struggling with this sin-
cursed world or living in shabby huts. The prophet Isaiah declared this restoration 
promise of the Lord:

I will preserve You and give You as a covenant to the people, to restore the 
earth, to cause them to inherit the desolate heritages (Isaiah 49 nkjv).

“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” 
declares the Lord, “so will your name and descendants endure” (Isaiah 
66:22 niv).

In that day he [God] will remove the gloom, the shadow of death that 
hangs over the earth. He will swallow up death forever! The Sovereign 
Lord will wipe away all tears. He will remove forever all insults and mock-
ing against his land and people (Isaiah 25:7-8).

Your Restoration Celebration is a time to thank God not only for what he has done, 
but also for what he is going to do in the future: give you and your families new bodies 
that will never wear out and a perfect world to enjoy with him for all eternity. And, of 
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course, Christ conquering sin and death on our behalf could not have happened with-
out him both dying for us and rising from the dead. So your Restoration Celebration 
will include praising God for the bodily resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ.

If you would like to learn more about the Feast of Tabernacles as well as other bib-
lical feasts of the Lord and understand how they directly relate to your Christian faith, 
we encourage you to visit www.ariseinglory.org, the Web site of Harvey Diamond, a 
Jewish believer in Christ the Messiah. He has done a great job of unpacking the bib-
lical festivals and relating them in the form of an interactive devotional, called “Path-
ways to Glory Relational Devotional.” It provides various ways of relating with God 
in a manner that makes them especially relevant to the Christian life.

The Restoration Celebration is best done together with two or more families. Chil-
dren from three years of age and up will enjoy and get something out of this mealtime 
event. Meet with the adults you are planning this with ahead of time to go over the 
details and assign responsibilities.

This celebration consists of five elements. Walk through each of these elements to 
practice and plan for your meal and the different readings. If your group is too large 
to fit into one home, plan to split up and conduct more than one celebration.

The five elements of your meal celebration do not include music. Your group may 
want to insert the singing of hymns or worship music at various times throughout the 
Celebration event.

“Celebrating the God of Restoration.1. ” Identify someone in your group 
who is willing to read this presentation, which explains what the Restora-
tion Celebration is all about. The reading is found on pages 478–   479, and 
you have permission to photocopy those pages and all the pages related  
to this celebration. You might ask the person to read the material aloud 
to the planning group for practice, using the photocopied pages. We  
encourage you to read these readings at the celebration meal, rather than  
casually relating the content. And in your planning you will want to dis-
cuss how elaborate you want your sukkah (temporary shelter) to be.

“Death Had to Be Conquered.2. ” Identify someone in your group will-
ing to read this presentation and conduct the illustration (for which they 
will need to make preparations). Ask him or her to read the presentation 
aloud to your adults group now for practice, using a photocopy of pages 
480   –   482 that you provide.
The meal.3.  Identify someone willing to take the lead to coordinate the 
loca tion of the Restoration Celebration (preferably someone’s home),  
determine the time, decide what to eat, and so on. This person is not to 
do all the work. He or she is to work with the members of your family 
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group to coordinate the logistical details of the celebration, listed on page 
483. Photocopy that page and provide it to the meal coordinator.

“What We Treasure.4. ” Identify someone within the group who is will-
ing to read the presentation and facilitate discussion with your mealtime 
group. Photocopy pages 484–   485 of this reading and provide them to 
the person willing to do this and ask him or her to do the reading now 
before your planning group for practice.

“Why Say Hallelujah?”5.  Identify someone in your group who is willing 
to conclude the Restoration Celebration by facilitating discussion and 
directing those they will choose (preferably young people) to read what 
eternity will be like and then closing in prayer. The designated person can 
practice by reading the photocopies of pages 486–   489.
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Conducting the Restoration Celebration
After meeting with the families you plan to have the Restoration Celebration with, 

you are now ready to emcee your evening event and meal. Photocopy these pages as a 
reference guide to your celebration.

Note: Make sure that arrangements have been made to have the sukkah “built” and 
ready at the location of the celebration meal.

Prior to beginning the introduction: •	 Your group has brought “finger food” 
appetizers to the event. Prior to formally gathering around the table, in-
vite people to sit under the sukkah and eat their finger food together. If 
your sukkah is small perhaps only two people at a time can eat under it to-
gether. While this is largely symbolic, you will make reference to it later 
in the evening.

Beginning the introduction:•	  Invite everyone to be seated at the table and 
say, “Tonight we are going to have a celebration and __________________ 
(name) is going to start us off” (“Celebrating the God of Restoration”).

Immediately following that presentation ask the person responsible for •	
“Death Had to Be Conquered” to make his or her presentation. Note: An-
nouncement of the meal and prayer will be made by the person conduct-
ing this presentation.

At the conclusion of the meal, thank all those who helped to prepare it. •	
Then say, “Now __________________ (name) has something to share 
with us” (presentation of “What We Treasure”).

After the “What We Treasure” presentation say: •	 “The imperfect things 
and everything that pleases neither God nor us are going to be destroyed.  
In their place will be a new and perfect world where all our dreams 
and hopes come true. And to end our evening just right, let’s have 

__________________ (name) lead us in an exercise” (“Why Say Hallelu-
jah?” presentation).

After the “What We Treasure” presenter offers a prayer, consider closing •	
your time in a praise song.
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Celebrating the God of Restoration
Preparations/instructions  : One of the key points of your celebration is to illustrate 

that life in this present world is temporal. This celebration is drawn from the Jewish 
Feast of Tabernacles, which is a reminder to the Jewish people that their ancestors lived 
in temporary shelters when God led them out of the desert and into the Promised 
Land (see Leviticus 23:43). The Restoration Celebration is a time to look forward to 
the new bodies and new home God is preparing for us. And in so doing, just like in 
the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles, a sukkah (temporary shelter) needs to be built.

Your sukkah doesn’t have to be elaborate. It can be as simple as spreading a sheet 
over dining room chairs to create a makeshift tent. Or you can construct a little more 
substantial structure with cardboard boxes. Get your children involved and make it a 
fun experience. If you are conducting your celebration in warm weather consider us-
ing a tent or building a lean-to outside. Some of you could even sleep in your sukkah 
and make it a family time of fun.

The sukkah is important because it serves as a standing object lesson for your cel-
ebration. It reminds us that our lives and this present world and all we have are like a 

“mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes” (James 4:14 niv). So when you 
do create your sukkah make sure it comes across as “temporary.” If you are using card-
board, make holes in the top and sides that demonstrate it is in need of repair. If you 
build a lean-to outside leave holes in the roof so you can see the stars at night. Be sure 
that whatever you make, it is large enough that at least two people at a time can sit un-
der it, because during your meal the emcee is going to ask at least two people at a time 
to eat in or under the sukkah.

Presentation  : Read the following aloud.

Tonight we are participating in a Restoration Celebration. We are gather-
ing together like the children of Israel have gathered for centuries in cel-
ebration of the Feast of Tabernacles. They would live under a sukkah, or 
hut, for seven days to remind them that God led them from their tempo-
rary homes in the wilderness and into the Promised Land of Israel.

We have our own version of a sukkah. If you haven’t joined someone 
under the sukkah to share an appetizer, do it just prior to our meal. The 
sukkah is to remind us that all that we own and have on this earth is tem-
porary—even our lives are temporary. But one day Jesus will return and 
make earth his home with all God’s children—those who have been for-
given of their sins and have a relationship with God.

But this world, our earth, and the stars and sky above us will be made 
new. Tonight we celebrate that while life here is temporary, Jesus will 
one day lead us out of this old world and give us a new one—a home 
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that will never grow old and decay. John, a disciple of Jesus, saw a vision 
of that time in our future. He saw God’s home, heaven, coming down to 
our new earth. The Bible says:

Look, the home of God is now among his people! He will live with 
them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. 
He will remove all of their sorrows, and there will be no more 
death or sorrow or crying or pain. For the old world and its evils 
are gone forever (Revelation 21:3-4).

We will have new homes that won’t grow old and deteriorate. We will 
have new bodies too, ones that will never die. Our friends and family 
who have died and have trusted in Jesus will be raised to life and will live 
with us. Our new bodies won’t suffer pain or get old or wear out. The 
Bible says:

Our bodies now disappoint us, but when they are raised, they will 
be full of glory. They are weak now, but when they are raised, they 
will be full of power. They are natural bodies now, but when they 
are raised, they will be spiritual bodies…Every human being has 
an earthly body just like Adam’s, but our heavenly bodies will be 
just like Christ’s (1 Corinthians 15:43-44,48).

Our God is the God of Restoration. He will one day restore this earth 
back to the paradise it once was. He will restore our bodies to what he 
originally designed.

So tonight we will celebrate what God has said will come to pass. To-
night we will contrast the imperfect now (point to the sukkah) with the 
perfect to come. We will look at what is and be reminded of what will be. 
Tonight is our Restoration Celebration.
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Death Had to Be Conquered
Preparations/instructions  : To prepare for this illustration you will need duct tape 

and a makeshift “tomb.” You will be illustrating how a body was prepared for burial 
in a tomb. The duct tape will be used to wrap around a volunteer’s legs. You can use 
your sukkah as a “tomb” if it is small and you’re not eating under it outside. Otherwise, 
use six chairs. Place one across at the top and two on each side to form a rectangular 
space on the floor for your volunteer to lie down in, as if in a tomb. The sixth chair is 
the “stone door” at the entrance.

Once you have your “tomb” assembled, choose a volunteer—preferably a young 
person at least seven years old. Note: Feel free to read the following presentation or 
make the words your own.

Presentation  : Begin your illustration by saying something like:
“Jesus said he would return to give us new bodies and a new world. But some-

thing very important had to happen before he could fulfill his promise. In fact, our 
entire salvation depended upon it. He had to rise from the dead.

“Jesus was crucified and buried in a tomb. And unless he was truly the Son of 
God and rose from the dead, he couldn’t fulfill his promise to give us eternal life in 
a perfect world.

“Some people say Jesus didn’t rise from the dead. They don’t believe he was the 
Son of God, and they don’t believe a person can have eternal life. What they say is 
that Jesus really didn’t die on the cross, but passed out and then revived once he was 
buried in the tomb. They say that, just like any other mortal, he grew to old age and 
died. But never rose from the grave.

“Well, tonight in our Restoration Celebration we want to increase our confidence 
that Jesus did in fact die and then, as God’s Son, overcame death, rose again, and is 
returning to earth to restore all things to perfection.

“I’ve asked __________________ (name of volunteer) to help me with something.” 
(Ask the young person to come up and sit on the chair that will act as the “stone door” 
in front of the “tomb.”)

“The Bible tells us that just before Jesus was taken out and crucified on a cross, he 
was beaten very badly. He lost a lot of blood. He then had a crown of thorns pressed 
down into his head. He was made to carry the heavy cross to the place of crucifixion. 
He was so weak he couldn’t even carry the cross all the way. Then he was nailed to 
the cross by his hands and feet. When he cried out and died, a soldier speared him 
in the side to make sure he was dead. So when his disciples took Jesus down from 
the cross to bury him, he was really dead.

“In those days people would carefully prepare a body before placing it in a tomb. 
What they would do is put about 75 pounds of embalming ointment and spices on 
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the body, then wrap it tight with linen cloth to form a mummy. This is all explained 
in John 19:39-40.

“Now what I’m going to do is wrap __________________ (name) with this duct 
tape only on the legs.” (Have volunteer sit down and begin at his or her ankles; with 
his or her feet together, wrap around and around up to mid-calf. Make it tight, but 
not so tight as to cut off circulation.) “Now imagine if __________________ (name) 
were wrapped tight like this all the way to (his or her) neck. After Jesus’ disciples 
wrapped him with the 75 pounds of ointment, it hardened like cement. So Jesus was 
wrapped solidly, with his legs and arms encased in the wrappings.

“Now, __________________ (name) I’d like you to scoot between the chairs (or in 
the sukkah) and we are going to imagine this is the tomb Jesus was placed in.” (Take 
hold of the chair just used by your volunteer.) “Now this chair represents the tomb 
door. I’m going to place it in front of the ‘tomb.’ The stone in front of Jesus’ tomb 
probably weighed one to two tons. It had to be rolled up a slotted incline by several 
men, and then it fell into a groove. It could only be opened from the outside.” (Place 
chair in front of the sukkah or other chairs.)

“So there Jesus was, encased in 75 pounds of hardened spices, wrapped like a 
mummy, and sealed in a tomb by a stone that weighed at least one ton. Now here’s 
what some say who think Jesus was just a normal man who never really rose from 
the dead. They say Jesus swooned—fainted—on the cross and just passed out. And 
then three days in the cold, damp tomb revived him.

“Now remember, Jesus was beaten half to death and didn’t have enough strength 
to even carry his own cross. He was nailed to the cross, and once he died, a soldier 
speared his side and as the Bible says, ‘blood and water flowed out’ (John 19:34). So 
now the cold, damp tomb revived him and he just wiggled his way out of his tight 
wrapping?

“__________________ (name of volunteer), why don’t you try to wiggle the wrap-
pings off your feet. You can’t use your hands, because if you were in the same sit-
uation as Jesus your hands would be strapped to your side. You can’t sit up either, 
because you would be encased in a solid mummy suit. Just try and shake your wrap-
pings off your feet.” (It will be impossible for your volunteer to do it. So continue.)

“But for argument’s sake, let’s assume you did revive and were able to stand up in 
your mummy suit.” (Help your volunteer to his or her feet, but keep him or her within 
the chairs or sukkah. Then sit on the chair that is acting as your “tomb door.”)

“Now, __________________ (name), keep your hands to your sides, hop over 
here, and try to move this ‘one-ton tomb door’ out of the way.” (Again, your volun-
teer will be unable to move the chair by simply bumping it with his or her body.)

“Well, it’s clear here that it stretches the imagination to think that Jesus could 
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even survive his crucifixion, let alone break out of his grave clothes and somehow 
move a one-ton stone door from inside the tomb. The reality is, Jesus was the Son 
of God who died for us and rose again from the grave because he was and is God. 
And he is returning again to give us perfect bodies that will live forever in a perfect 
world.

“So tonight we are going to have a Restoration Celebration. Jesus died for us, rose 
again, and is coming back to give us new bodies and a new world. And how do we 
celebrate? For one, by feasting!” (If you decide to sing, say:) “by singing and feast-
ing.” (Then lead in a song and offer the following prayer:)

O God, we celebrate your resurrection and your return to earth. And as 
we partake of this food, bless it so that it might strengthen us to praise 
and honor you as we look toward your return. Amen.

Note  : If anyone has not yet eaten under the sukkah, invite them to have their ap-
petizer there.

Serve the meal.
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Preparing for Your Celebration Meal

Selec•	 t where to conduct your Restoration Celebration. A person’s home 
is preferable, depending on the size of your group and their families. Con-
ducting the celebration simultaneously at multiple sites is an option if you 
have a very large group.

Select the date and time of your celebration.•	

Decide on the meal.•	  Consider a potluck meal in which each family brings 
a dish. This time together is a time of feasting. Decide who in your group 
will bring what food. Be sure to bring some “finger food” that can be used 
to eat under your sukkah—food that cannot be spilled or soil the floor.
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What We Treasure
Preparation/instructions  : In advance, ask an adult to be your “scribe” and write 

down the various dislikes that your group identifies. Also, you will need a frying pan, 
some lighter fluid, and matches. At the end of your presentation you will place the 
paper that your “scribe” writes on in the pan, dowse it with lighter fluid, and set it 
aflame.

Presentation  : Explain to the group that you want to read a short reading aloud and 
then brainstorm with them what they dislike about this imperfect world and what 
they are going to like about the perfect world God has promised us.

Read this aloud  :
“Jesus said, ‘Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where they can be eaten by 

moths and get rusty and where thieves break in and steal’ (Matthew 6:19).
“Our sukkah represents everything that gets old and rusty. While we can eat un-

der it, it won’t last, and neither will anything in this present world. That is why Jesus 
went on to say: ‘Store your treasures in heaven, where they will never become moth-
eaten or rusty and where they will be safe from thieves’ (Matthew 6:20).

“We store up treasures in heaven when we love God with all our hearts and our 
strength and our minds and love those around us like we love ourselves.”

(Ask:) “What does loving God and others like ourselves look like?” (Get a response  
from group—for example, praying to God, reading his Word, various expressions of 
care and love for others, and so on.)

(Continue:) “We store up treasures in heaven when we specifically obey God’s 
Word and make choices that please him.”

(Ask:) “What does obeying God’s Word look like?” (Get a response from group—
for example, not lying, cheating, stealing, when we obey parents, do not swear, do not 
get drunk, when we stay away from bad influences, and so on.)

(Continue:) “We store up treasures in heaven when we refuse to follow our self-
ish wants and desires and instead do good to others.”

(Ask:) “What does denying our selfish desires and doing good to others 
look like?” (Get response from group—for example, doing homework instead 
of __________________, cleaning our rooms instead of __________________,  
doing good for a father, mother, sister, brother, friend, even an enemy, instead of 

__________________, and so on.)
(Then say something like:) “Our Restoration Celebration is a reminder to store 

up treasures in heaven that will last, rather than in this world, which will not last. 
So let’s do this. Let’s make a list of the things you really don’t like—things you don’t 
want to last. And we’ll write them down. But let’s also name the good things we want 
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to last—things you want to be around you and with you in heaven.” (You can ask for 
one category at a time or alternate between what we don’t like and what we do like.)

(But be sure to have your “scribe” write the things down that your group doesn’t 
like. Things might be mentioned like: “I don’t like homework, doing dishes, getting 
tired, crying, pain, breakups, accidents, crime, war, earthquakes, storms, growing old, 
forgetting, dying, and so on. Then ask:)

“What do we like?” (You need not write these down. But these things might in-
clude beautiful sunsets, ice cream, laughter, singing/music, various types of food, 
pretty clothes, to feel loved, to always have energy and strength—to never get tired, to 
be with loved ones who have passed away, and so on.)

Once you have completed the exercise  : Take the list of what the group has said they 
didn’t like and place it in the pan. Set the pan on the table. Sprinkle some lighter fluid 
on it and say:

“I’m going to ask _____________________________ (name of adult or older young 
person) to light the paper that represents all the things of this world we don’t like. 
And as (he or she) lights it I want to read you these verses from the disciple Peter.

Since everything around us is going to melt away, what holy, godly lives 
you should be living! You should look forward to that day and hurry it 
along—the day when God will set the heavens on fire and the elements 
will melt away in the flames. But we are looking forward to the new heav-
ens and new earth he has promised, a world where everyone is right with 
God. And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to hap-
pen, make every effort to live a pure and blameless life. And be at peace 
with God (2 Peter 3:11-14).”

The emcee comments on this illustration and introduces the “Why Say Hallelu-
jah?” presentation.
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Why Say Hallelujah?
Preparations/instructions  : At the end of this short reading there are five readings to 

be done by volunteers you select. Photocopy these pages, cut the readings out, and dis-
tribute them to some in your group prior to your meal. Involve as many young peo-
ple in this exercise as possible.

These readings are cause for celebration, so you will ask the group to energetically 
shout “Hallelujah” at the end of each reading. Have the readings done in numeric or-
der, 1 through 5.

Read aloud  :
“We want to close out our Restoration Celebration in praise. And there is a bibli-

cal word that means praise and thanksgiving. John the apostle heard it used repeat-
edly in heaven. It is the word ‘Hallelujah.’

“John said:

I heard the sound of a vast crowd in heaven shouting, “Hallelujah! Sal-
vation is from our God. Glory and power belongs to him alone…” And 
from the throne came a voice that said, “Praise our God, all his servants, 
from the least to the greatest, all who fear him.” Then I heard again what 
sounded like the shout of a huge crowd, or the roar of the mighty ocean 
waves, or the crash of loud thunder: “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, 
the Almighty, reigns. Let us be glad and rejoice and honor him” (Reve-
lation 19:1-2,5-7).

“So to wrap up our celebration I have asked a number of people to read some-
thing. And after they finish I will say ‘And all the people said…’ and all of us will 
shout out the praise word Hallelujah! Let’s practice. ‘And all the people said…’ 
(Prompt the group, if needed, to shout “Hallelujah!”)

Nod to the person you gave Reading #1 to indicate that he or she is to read it 
aloud.
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Reading #1

We have cried. We have suffered. We have been disappointed with others 
and in ourselves. Some of our loved ones have even died. But there is coming 
a day when all will be restored—a day when, as Revelation 21 says, “the home 
of God is now among his people! He will live with them and they will be his 
people…He will remove all of their sorrows, and there will be no more death 
or sorrow or crying or pain. For the old world and its evils are gone forever.” 
[No need to read aloud the full Bible reference of Revelation 21:3-4.]

Say: “And all the people said…” Group shouts “Hallelujah!”
Then nod to the person who is to read Reading #2.

Reading #2

We work. We sweat. We get tired. We run and get out of breath. We grow old 
and wear out. But there is coming a day when all will be restored—a day when 
Isaiah 40 will be perfectly fulfilled. For it says: “Those who wait for the Lord 
will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will 
run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.” [No need to 
read aloud the full Bible reference of Isaiah 40:31 nasb.]

Say: “And all the people said…” Group shouts “Hallelujah!”
Then nod to the person who is to read Reading #3.
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Reading #3

We fear we won’t be accepted. We fear we won’t get a good enough job. We 
fear things in our future. We may even fear the dark. But there is coming a day 
when all will be restored—a day when all our fears are gone. As 1 John 4 points 
out, “we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face [the Lord] 
with confidence…Such love has no fear because perfect love expels all fear.” 
[No need to read aloud the full Bible reference of 1 John 4:17-18.]

Say: “And all the people said…” Group shouts “Hallelujah!”
Then nod to the person who is to read Reading #4.

Reading #4

There are wars and rumors of wars. People fight for power. People fight for 
wealth. People fight for houses and land. Our world of sin has known no 
peace. But there is coming a day when all will be restored—a day when King 
Jesus will bring everlasting peace. As Isaiah 9 says, he is called the “Wonder-
ful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His ever ex-
panding, peaceful government will never end.” [No need to read aloud the 
full Bible reference of Isaiah 9:6-7.]

Say: “And all the people said…” Group shouts “Hallelujah!”
Then nod to the person who is to read Reading #5.
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Reading #5

We have had dreams. We have had desires. We have had hope. Many have 
not been fulfilled. We have had to live with disappointments small and large. 
But there is coming a day when all will be restored—a day when every dream 
and hope and desire will be fulfilled. As King David said in Psalm 37, “Take 
delight in the Lord, and he will give you your heart’s desires.” [No need to 
read aloud the full Bible reference of Psalm 37:4.]

Say: “And all the people said…” Group shouts “Hallelujah!”
(Then say:) “Let’s close with this prayer.

“O God, you are the God of Restoration. Everything you created was good. Yet 
sin has brought ruin to your human creation and to the perfect world you person-
ally crafted. And tonight we celebrate your miraculous and merciful plan to restore 
all things to your original design.

“What we now see and hear and taste and touch is temporal; it will not last. You 
have told us in your Word to ‘let heaven fill [our] thoughts. Do not think only about 
things down here on earth.’ Help us to always remember that. Life is like a mist that 
vanishes quickly. But when you return you will make our life eternal in a perfect 
world. As 1 Corinthians says, ‘Now we see things imperfectly as in a poor mirror, but 
then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that [we] know now is partial and 
incomplete, but then [we] will know everything completely, just as God knows [us] 
now.’ Thank you, King Jesus. We welcome your return. Hallelujah and amen.”

Note  : Consider closing your time in a praise song.
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