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APPENDIX B

The Revelation  
Celebration

Permission is granted to the purchaser of this book to photocopy  
this appendix for use in a family or group celebration activity.

This material ©2010 Josh McDowell Ministry and Sean McDowell.

The Revelation Celebration is designed as a Judeo-Christian family event that in-
cludes a meal. You will engage your children and teenagers in a fun and rewarding 

time illustrating that Scripture and the Holy Spirit are God’s provisions to keep our 
relationships with him alive and fresh. The focus is on the ongoing process of coming 
to know God through his Word and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.

This celebration is based on the Jewish holiday called the Festival of Harvest. In the 
Hebrew language of the Old Testament, it is called Shavuot. In the Greek language of 
the New Testament it is called Pentecost.

For centuries the Jewish people have gathered together in their homes to observe 
Shavuot by celebrating the revelation of God’s written Word given to Moses on Mount 
Sinai. Scripture is God’s revelation to us so we might know him and his ways. This is 
something to celebrate.

But there is something more to celebrate. After Jesus died, rose again, and ascended 
into heaven, 120 of his disciples and followers were gathered in an upper room. They 
were observing Shavuot—Pentecost—when Jesus’ promised Holy Spirit filled each 
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one of them. Jesus said it is his “Holy Spirit who leads into all truth” (John 14:17). Paul 
the apostle said that “God has actually given us his Spirit (not the world’s spirit) so 
we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us” (1 Corinthians 2:12). The 
Holy Spirit is God’s revelation of himself. He infills us so that we might know God 
intimately and be like him.

The Revelation Celebration is a time to celebrate God’s revealed Word and the 
Holy Spirit, whom God sent as a means to know him on a deep relational level, be-
cause he is the “God who is passionate about his relationship with you” (Exodus 
34:14).

If you would like to learn more about the Festival of Harvest as well as the other 
biblical feasts of the Lord and understand how they directly relate to your Christian 
faith, we encourage you to visit www.ariseinglory.org, the Web site of Harvey Dia-
mond, a Jewish believer in Christ as the Messiah. He has done a great job of unpacking 
the biblical festivals and relating them in the form of an interactive devotional, called 

“Pathways to Glory Relational Devotional.” It provides various ways of relating with 
God in a manner that makes them especially relevant to the Christian life.

The Revelation Celebration is best done together with two or more families. Chil-
dren from three years of age and up will enjoy and get something out of this mealtime 
event. Meet ahead of time with the adults you are planning this with to go over the 
details and assign responsibilities.

This celebration consists of six elements. Walk through each of these elements to 
practice and plan for your meal and the different readings. If your group is too large 
to fit into one home, plan to split up and conduct more than one celebration.

The six elements of the meal celebration do not include music, so your group may 
want to insert the singing of hymns or worship music at various times throughout 
the event.

“Celebrating Two Revelations of God.”1.  Identify someone in your group 
who is willing to read this presentation, which explains what the Revela-
tion Celebration is all about. The reading is found on page 460, and you 
have permission to photocopy those pages and all the pages related to 
this celebration. You might ask the person to read the material aloud to 
the group for practice, using the photocopied pages. We encourage you 
to read these readings at the celebration meal rather than casually relating 
the content. The exception is “The Verbal Relay Process” illustration.

“Why We Celebrate.”2.  Identify someone within your group who is willing 
to be in charge of this presentation, found on pages 461–   463. Ask him or 
her to read it aloud now to familiarize everyone with the material.
The meal.3.  Identify someone in your group who is willing to take the 
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lead to coordinate the location of the Revelation Celebration (preferably 
someone’s home), identify the time, obtain the prescribed menu items, 
determine what else is served, and so on.
 This person is not to do all the work. He or she is to work with group 
members to coordinate the logistical details of the celebration, listed on 
page 464. Photocopy that page and provide it to the meal coordinator.

“The Verbal Relay Process.”4.  Identify someone in your group who is will-
ing to conduct this illustration, found on pages 465–   466. Make a photo-
copy of those pages and ask him or her to read them aloud to familiarize 
everyone with the illustration.

“God’s Accurate Letters of Love.”5.  Identify someone who is willing to read 
this information, found on pages 467–   469. Ask him or her to read these 
pages aloud now to familiarize the group with this material.

“From God’s Heart to Yours.”6.  Identify someone within your group who 
is willing to read this presentation, found on pages 470–   471. Ask him or 
her to read it aloud now to familiarize everyone with its content.
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Conducting the Revelation Celebration
After meeting with the families you plan to have the Revelation Celebration with, 

you are now ready to emcee your evening event and meal. Photocopy these pages as a 
reference guide to your celebration.

Introduction: •	 Invite everyone to be seated at the table and say, “Tonight we 
are going to have a celebration and _________________ (name) is going 
to start us off” (“Celebrating Two Revelations of God”).

Immediately following that presentation have the person responsible for •	
the “Why We Celebrate” make his or her presentation.

Announcement of the meal and the prayer for the meal will be given by •	
the person presenting “Why We Celebrate.”

At the conclusion of the meal, thank all those who helped prepare it. Then •	
say, “Now __________________ (name) has something to share with us” 
(“The Verbal Relay Process”).

After the verbal relay presentation say, •	 “Now, to see how accurate the life-
saving message of the Bible is, let’s have __________________ (name) read 
something very fascinating, entitled ‘God’s Accurate Letters of Love.’ ”

Following that presentation, after a moment of silence, share from your •	
own heart how you desire to know God more through his Spirit and his 
Word. Encourage others to share their desires to know God more. After a 
time of sharing close in prayer.

Consider Reading This Prayer at the End of the Celebration
“Tonight, O Lord, we have celebrated the revelation of your Holy Word and the 

revelation of your Holy Spirit. You have given us your Spirit and your Word that 
we might know you and love you intimately. And in doing so you have enabled us 
to love our wives and husbands, mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, grand-
parents, grandchildren, and friends as you meant for us to love them—with Christ-
like, unselfish love.

“Help us to go away from this celebration more lovingly committed to you and 
to one another. And let this prayer from your apostle Paul in Ephesians 3 be our 
concluding prayer:

I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will give you mighty 
inner strength through his Holy Spirit. And I pray that Christ will be 
more and more at home in your hearts as you trust in him. May your 
roots go down deep into the soil of God’s marvelous love. And may you 
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have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, 
how long, how high, and how deep his love really is. May you experience 
the love of Christ, though it is so great you will never fully understand 
it. Then you will be filled with the fullness of life and power that comes 
from God. Now glory be to God! By his mighty power at work within 
us, he is able to accomplish infinitely more than we would ever dare to 
ask or hope. May he be given glory in the church and in Christ Jesus for-
ever and ever through endless ages. Amen (verses 16-21).

“And everyone said…Amen!”
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Celebrating Two Revelations of God
Tonight we are going to participate in what we are calling the “Revelation Celebra-

tion.” It is based on a Jewish holiday. The Jewish holiday is called the Festival of Har-
vest. In the Greek language of the New Testament it is called Pentecost.

For centuries the Jewish people gathered together in their homes and observed the 
Festival of Harvest by celebrating the revelation of God’s written Word given to Mo-
ses on Mount Sinai. God appeared to Moses and said, “I am the Lord, the merciful 
and gracious God. I am slow to anger and rich in unfailing love…You must worship 
no other gods, but only the Lord, for he is a God who is passionate about his relation-
ship with you” (Exodus 34:6-7,14).

God gave the children of Israel and each of us his Word as his love letters on how 
to come to know him personally. Because humans have sinned against God, they are 
separated from him. The Scriptures—his written Word—are instructions on how to 
regain a personal love relationship with God.

Tonight we will celebrate God’s revealing himself to us through his Holy Word so 
we can know him for who he is.

Hundreds of years after Moses, it was written in Scripture that “the Word became 
human and lived here on earth among us” (John 1:14). His name was Jesus. He told 
his followers that to redeem them he must die for their sins, but that he would arise 
from the dead. He also said, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Coun-
selor, who will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth” (John 
14:16). And the Bible says that “God has actually given us his Spirit…so we can know 
the wonderful things God has freely given us” (1 Corinthians 2:12).

During the Jewish Passover celebration, Jesus was, in fact, crucified. But just as he 
had said, he rose again and went back to his Father God in heaven. And 50 days from 
the Passover, when the Festival of Harvest, or Pentecost, was observed by the Jewish 
people, something extraordinary happened—just as Jesus had promised. It is recorded 
in the second chapter of Acts.

On the day of Pentecost, seven weeks after Jesus’ resurrection, the believ-
ers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from 
heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them, 
and it filled the house where they were meeting. Then, what looked like 
flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on them. And every one pres-
ent was filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).

Tonight, we too will celebrate God’s revealing himself to us by giving us his Holy 
Spirit.

So tonight we celebrate God’s revelation of his Word. Tonight we celebrate God’s 
revelation of his Holy Spirit.
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Why We Celebrate
Instructions: At the end of this reading there are three group readings to photocopy, 

cut out, and distribute to three young people who will be attending your Revelation 
Celebration. Pull them aside and ask them to help you out with your reading. They 
are simply to read aloud what is written, on your cue.

Also ask the youngest child who can speak and will be attending the celebration 
to assist you. Ask the child to simply say, “Because,” when you nod at him or her. This 
child will need to be able to be attentive to your reading and cues.

You will need a cluster of grapes as an object lesson and enough small clusters to 
give to each person at the Revelation Celebration meal. Be sure the cluster you use has 
a main vine clearly visible from which numerous grapes extend.

Read Aloud:
“Why do we celebrate tonight? We celebrate because God has revealed himself 

through the written Word and through his Holy Spirit. But what does that really 
mean to us?

“God’s revelation through his written Word and through his Holy Spirit means 
everything to you and me, because the Spirit and the Word teach and empower us 
to accomplish the one thing we were meant to accomplish—and that is to enjoy  
relationships. We were created to revel in a love relationship with God and with one 
another because, as Exodus 34:14 says, ‘He is a God who is passionate about his  
relationship with you.’

“I have asked __________________ (name of youngest child) to assist me. Each 
time (he or she) says, ‘Because,’ I would like all of you to quote that scripture aloud 
in unison: ‘He is a God who is passionate about his relationship with you.’ Okay?”

“Why did God give you his written Word?”
(Nod to youngest child to say, “Because.”)
(Group says in unison, “He is a God who is passionate about his relationship with 

you.” [Repeat this again if the group is unclear what they were to do.])

“Why did God give you his Holy Spirit?”
(Nod to youngest child to say, “Because.”)
(Group says in unison, “He is a God who is passionate about his relationship with 

you.”)

“Why did God create you to love him and one another?”
(Nod to youngest child to say, “Because.”)
(Group says in unison, “He is a God who is passionate about his relationship with 

you.”)
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Now nod to the teenager/young person to whom you gave Reading #1 to indicate 
that he or she is to read it aloud. Note: Before your meal event make a photocopy of 
all three of these readings and cut them out so you can give one to each person doing  
the reading.

Reading #1

We celebrate the revelation of your Holy Word, O God, for it allows us to 
know you for who you are. You said to Moses as recorded in Exodus 33, “I 
know you by name, and I’m pleased with you.” And Moses replied, “If you’re 
really pleased with me, show me your ways so I can know you.” Your Holy 
Word reveals yourself and your ways to us. We celebrate the giving of your 
Holy Word tonight.

Nod to the teenager/young person with Reading #2 to indicate that he or she is 
to read it aloud.

Reading #2

We celebrate the revealing of your Holy Spirit, O God, on the day of Pen-
tecost, for you have come to fill us not only with your Word, but with your 
presence also. You desire for us to join you in the circle of your perfect rela-
tionship. You said, “My prayer for all of them is that they will be one, just as 
you and I are one, Father—that just as you are in me and I am in you, so they 
will be in us” (John 17:21). Your Holy Spirit has come to indwell us and make 
us one with you. We celebrate the giving of your Holy Spirit tonight.
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Nod to the teenager/young person with Reading #3 to indicate that he or she is 
to read it aloud.

Reading #3

Tonight we celebrate the revelation of your Spirit and your Word. And in do-
ing so we celebrate how your love toward us and in us has enabled us to love 
one another as you have loved us. You said to your followers as recorded in 
John 14, “Love each other in the same way that I have loved you. Everyone 
will know that you are my disciples because of your love for each other.” Your 
Spirit and your Word enable us to truly love as you love. We celebrate our 
love for one another tonight.

Pick up the cluster of grapes. Ask each person to take a small bunch from those 
that you have provided on a tray, and say the following.

“Jesus said, ‘I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and 
I in them will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing’ (John 
15:5).

“Christ is the vine. We are the branches. This grape represents the fruit of his love. 
When we yield to God’s Holy Word and the Holy Spirit living in us, we produce the 
fruit of Christlike loving. Each of you now take the fruit of the vine and eat it.” (You 
pick a grape from the cluster and eat it as well.)

“Tonight we celebrate his love and our love for one another. Right now let some-
one know that you love him or her.” (To set an example, you go over and embrace 
someone and say, “I love you.” Once everyone has expressed a gesture of love to an-
other, say the following.)

“Now, because of God’s revelation of his Spirit and his Word, we celebrate him 
and our love for one another. And how do we do that? For one, by feasting!” If you 
decide to sing, say: “By singing and feasting.” (Then lead in a song. Now offer the 
following prayer.)

“O God, we celebrate your Spirit and the Word tonight. We celebrate our love 
for one another. And as we partake of this food, bless it so that it strengthens us to 
honor you by loving one another as you have loved us. Amen.”

Serve the meal.
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The Meal Surrounding Our Celebration

Select where to conduct your Revelation Celebration.•	  A person’s home 
is preferable, depending on the size of your group and their families. Con-
ducting the celebration simultaneously at multiple sites is an option if you 
have a large group.

Select the date and time of your celebration.•	

Decide on the meal.•	  Consider a potluck meal in which each family brings 
a dish. This time together is a time of feasting. Decide who in your group 
will bring what. As an object lesson you will need to have a large cluster 
of grapes at your celebration meal. Be sure that at least part of the clus-
ter you use has a main vine clearly visible, from which numerous small 
bunches extend.
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The Verbal Relay Process
Instructions: Prior to your celebration event write or type five labels to be placed on 

five small paper cups. The five labels should read, “Hyprochloric Acid,” “Hygrochlo-
ric Acid,” “Hylochloric Acid,” “Hyfrochloric Acid,” and “Hydrochloric Acid.” Then 
put one candy mint in each cup. Also write or type the words “A Hyfrochloric Acid 
Pill” on a small slip of paper and fold it once to hide the wording. Then place the five 
cups on a tray and put the slip of paper in your pocket.

Presentation (familiarize yourself with this illustration so you don’t need to read 
from the presentation):

Say: “I need _______________________ (name—choose a young person ten or  
older in your group) and _______________________ (name—an adult) to help me. 

__________________ (name of young person), you are a medical doctor with, among 
other things, this medication (provide the tray with the five cups of mints).

“__________________ (name of adult), you have a fatal and rare disease called 
‘melodrama fatalis’ that can be cured by only one of these pills. I know the name of 
that pill and will pass it on to our fine doctor here through a verbal relay process.” 
(Ask your young doctor to come to where you are standing). “But I will relay the 
name of that all-important pill to __________________ (name of the person seated 
closest to you) only once and ask him or her to whisper it to the person beside him 
or her only once. Then he or she must whisper it to the next and the next, each per-
son saying it only once, until it is finally whispered to our fine doctor here. Now 
time is of the essence, so let’s get this verbal relay going as quickly as possible. Re-
member, you can whisper what you hear only once. And of course, you cannot ask 
the previous person to repeat what was whispered—and we must move fast because 
our patient is dying.”

(Whisper “Hyfrochloric Acid Pill” to the person next to you and get the relay going.  
Once the information has traveled around the table to the last person near you and 
your doctor, ask the person to whisper the pill’s name to the doctor. Then facing your 
young doctor say:)

“Now what is the word that was whispered in your ear?” (After he or she has re-
plied by repeating the word whispered to him or her, show your doctor friend the five 
labeled paper cups and have him or her again repeat the name he or she heard whis-
pered. The name heard will undoubtedly be jumbled and unlike any of the specific  
labeled names. Say:) “None of these pills match the name you said, so you must 
take a chance.” (Let the doctor choose the cup bearing the name closest to what he 
or she heard. Then say:) “Since this is your best guess as to the right pill, go ahead 
and take the chance; give this pill to our dying friend.” (Ask the adult to eat the pill. 
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Then hand the folded slip of paper to the doctor from your pocket and ask him or her 
to read it. Then say:)

“Does it match the pill __________________ (name of adult) took?” (It most 
likely won’t. Even if it does, point out it was simply a shot in the dark and that it was 
an unlikely miracle the patient was saved. However, in all likelihood the right pill was 
not chosen. Say to the adult:) “You are out of luck. You took the wrong pill, and so 
you must now ‘pass away.’ ” (The more the adult hams this up, the better. Then say:)

“Let me ask all of you: What went wrong with this verbal relay process of getting 
the name of the cure to our expert doctor?” (Let the group respond. All will agree the 
message got garbled in the process of transmission.)

“Right. Doctor __________________ (name of young volunteer) had no way to 
be sure he or she was giving poor __________________ (name of adult) the correct 
remedy because the vital information he needed was distorted along the way. With-
out accurate, undistorted instructions, our dying patient couldn’t experience the life-
saving power of that information.

“Now, what does this illustration tell us about those who copied the Bible by 
hand generation after generation?” (Wait for a response. Lead the group to the con-
clusion that the words of Scripture had to be passed down accurately. Then say:)

“That’s right. If we are to read the exact lifesaving words God gave to those who 
first wrote them down, then those copying Scripture had to be careful to copy accu-
rately, letter for letter, word for word.”1

The emcee thanks the person for conducting the illustration and says: “Now, to see 
how accurate the lifesaving message of the Bible is, let’s have __________________ 
(name of adult) read something very fascinating entitled ‘God’s Accurate Letters of 
Love.’ ”
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God’s Accurate Letters of Love
(Make copies for everyone to read along.)

God spoke to men thousands of years ago and had them write down very impor-
tant messages he wanted us to know. Because he loved us and wanted a relationship 
with us, he wanted us to know how we could get to know him. All of us as humans 
had sinned and were separated from him, so his Word was to become our instructions, 
or set of love letters from God, on how to come to know him personally.

Do we have an accurate set of love letters? Were the copies made of the original 
writings done accurately? Let’s find out.

The Case of the Meticulous Scribes
Hand-copying of the Old Testament was the responsibility of a group of men who 

were trained as skilled scribes and gave their lives to writing. For many years before 
and after the time of Jesus it was their responsibility to copy Scripture. These particu-
lar scribes devoted themselves to making sure that the Holy Scriptures were copied let-
ter for letter, word for word. Their rules for copying Scripture were so strict that when 
a copy was made it was considered to be an exact duplicate, just as if you had made it 
from a copy machine. When a copy was finished it was called a manuscript.

A scribe would begin his day of transcribing a manuscript by ceremonially washing 
his entire body. He would then robe himself in full Jewish dress before sitting down at 
his desk. As he wrote, if he came to the Hebrew name of God, he could not begin writ-
ing the name with a pen newly dipped in ink for fear it would smear the page. Once he 
began writing the name of God, he could not stop or allow himself to be distracted…
even if a king were to enter the room. The scribe was obligated to continue without 
interruption until he finished penning the holy name of the one true God.

The Masoretic guidelines for copying manuscripts also required that

the scroll be written on the skin of a clean animal.•	
each skin contain a specified number of columns, equal throughout the •	
entire book.
the length of each column extend no less than 48 lines and no more than •	
60.
the column breadth consist of exactly 30 letters.•	
the space of a thread appear between every consonant.•	
the breadth of nine consonants be inserted between each section.•	
a space of three lines appear between each book.•	
the fifth book of Moses (Deuteronomy) conclude exactly with a full line.•	
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nothing—not even the shortest word—be copied from memory, but •	
rather be copied letter by letter.
the scribe count the number of times each letter of the alphabet occurred •	
in each book and compare it to the original.
if a manuscript was found to contain even one mistake, it be discarded.•	 2

God instilled in the Masoretes such a painstaking reverence for the Hebrew Scrip-
tures in order to ensure the amazingly accurate transmission of the Bible, so you and 
I would have an accurate revelation of him.

The Case of the Accurate New Testament
The Hebrew scribes did not copy the manuscripts of the New Testament. So God 

did a new thing to ensure that the words of Jesus and his followers would be preserved 
accurately for us.

To tell if ancient manuscripts are reliable we 1) measure the time between the original 
writing and the first manuscript copy; and 2) determine how many manuscript copies 
are still in existence. The shorter the time between the original writing and the first copy 
and the more manuscripts there are, the more accurate the manuscripts are considered.

For example, virtually everything we know today about Julius Caesar’s campaigns in 
Gaul comes from ten manuscript copies of The Gallic Wars, the earliest of which dates 
to just within 1000 years of the time it was originally written. The most reliable writing 
in secular history is Homer’s Iliad, with 643 manuscripts, the earliest of which dates to 
within 400 years of the original writing.

Let’s look at this chart of classical literature. 3

Author Book Date written Earliest copies Time gap
Number 
of copies

Homer Iliad 800 BC c. 400 BC c. 400 yrs. 643

Herodotus History 480–425 BC c. AD 900 c. 1350 yrs. 8

Thucydides History 460–400 BC c. AD 900 c. 1300 yrs. 8

Plato 400 BC c. AD 900 c. 1300 yrs. 7

Demosthenes 300 BC c. AD 1100 c. 1400 yrs. 200

Caesar Gallic Wars 100–44 BC c. AD 900 c. 1000 yrs. 10

Livy History of 
Rome

59 BC–AD 17 fourth century 
(partial); 

mostly tenth 
century

c. 400 years 

c. 1000 years

1 partial

19 copies

Tacitus Annals AD 100 c. AD 1100 c. 1000 yrs. 20

Pliny Secundus Natural 
History

AD 61–113 c. AD 850 c. 750 yrs. 7
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The New Testament Has No Equal
Using this accepted standard for evaluating the reliability of ancient writings, the 

New Testament stands alone. It has no equal. No other book of the ancient world can 
even compare to the reliability of the New Testament. Take a look at this chart: 4

Author Book Date written Earliest copies Time gap
Number  
of copies

John New 
Testament

AD 50–100 c. AD 130 50-plus 
years

Fragments

The rest of 
the New 

Testament 
authors

c. AD 200 (books) 100 years

c. AD 250 (most 
of New Testament)

150 years

c. AD 325 
(complete New 

Testament)

225 years 5600-plus  
Greek  

manuscripts

c. AD 366–384 
(Latin Vulgate 

translation)

284 years

c. AD 400–500 
(other translations)

400 years 19,000-plus 
translated 

manuscripts

TOTALS 50–400 
years

24,600-plus 
manuscripts

There are nearly 25,000 manuscripts or fragments of manuscripts, with some dat-
ing back to within 50 years of the original writings. And none are more than 400 years 
newer than the originals. Incredible!

When you hold a Bible in your hand you can be sure it is the most accurate and 
reliable writing in all of history! God wanted you to be sure that the Bible you read is 
the accurate love letters he had written just for you.
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From God’s Heart to Yours
Instructions: Practice reading this presentation until you can read it with passion 

and feeling. It is designed to help those at your celebration capture God’s heart for 
personal relationship.

Say:
“I am going to read something as though God is personally sharing his heart 

with us tonight.”

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I am the one 
who is, who always was, and who is still to come, the Almighty One.

I am the infinite God who knows no boundaries or limitations. My 
power and knowledge and greatness are beyond your comprehension. My 
love and holiness and beauty are so intense that for you to see me in all my 
glory would overwhelm you—for as a mortal you could not see me and 
live. And yet…I created you to know me intimately, for I am passionate 
about my relationship with you.

But a relationship isn’t complete unless the love cycle—each one of 
us knowing and being known—is completed. I want you to know that I 
know you, and I want you to know me.

I know everything there is to know about you. I know your favorite 
color, your favorite food, what music you like, the dreams you have, and 
the future you long for. I know your struggles and weaknesses. I am glad 
with you when you make right choices. I am saddened when you make 
wrong choices. I know you better than you know yourself, and…I love 
you.

But I want to ask you a question—not for my information, but for 
yours. Do you love me? I mean really love me? Be slow to answer; be sure 
before you speak. And before you do, let me tell you the secret to really 
loving me. To love me, you must come to know me. For to know me is 
to love me!

Learn of my mercy and my faithfulness, and you will love me. Come 
to know my goodness and holiness, and you will love me. Learn of my jus-
tice tempered with patience, and you will love me. Know what I love and 
what I hate, and you will love me. Know what saddens my heart and what 
gives me pleasure, and you will love me.

This is the way to have eternal life: to know me, the only true God. And 
the more you know me, the more you will become like me. The more you 
know me, the more you will praise and thank me and honor my name. 
And the more you know me, the more you will love others as I love them.

There are two ways to know me. The first is through my Holy Spirit. I 
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have sent you my Spirit to live within you. Allow me to fill you with my 
Spirit. Make me at home in your heart. Speak to me often in your prayers. 
Confide your fears, your hopes, your dreams to me. Let me live my life 
through you. I am with you always, and I will never leave you.

The second way to know me is through the written revelation of me—
my Holy Word, the collection of my love letters to you. Read my words, 
hide them in your heart, and know me for who I am—the one true God, 
your Savior, and your friend.

I long for you to communicate with me by opening your heart in 
prayer. As you hear the words of the following prayer, I urge you to make 
the prayer your own, and let the words come from your heart. Pray si-
lently to me:

O God, you are great, but I know so little of your greatness. I know you are mer
ciful and faithful and holy and just, but I really know so little of you.

I want to thank you for your Holy Spirit. I welcome you to be more and 
more at home in my heart. And I thank you for your Holy Word and for giv
ing to me right now, this very moment, a longing to know you and a hunger to 
read your love letters to me.

I ask you to help me. Help me by giving me a desire to read your Word more 
often. As I read, help me to see you and know you in every page, so I can be like 
you. O God, let me honor you with my life. I sense you smiling at me right now. 
Thank you. Thank you for loving me. I love you too. Amen.5

n

Emcee: After a moment of silence, share from your own heart how you desire to 
know God more through his Spirit and his Word. Encourage others to share their de-
sires to know God more. After a time of sharing, close in prayer.

Consider reading the prayer found at the close of your guidelines, on pages 458–   459.
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