
Celebrating Life Through Death 
    The Day of the Dead is an international holiday that traces its 
roots back to both indigenous and Catholic traditions in the 
Americas. Between October 31st and November 2nd, families 
from Spanish speaking countries prepare a celebration to honor 
their departed loved ones by remembering their lives and 
celebrating their memories.  
     Chatham celebrated el día de los muertos for the first time 
this fall with two events! This exciting event included an 
educational student-run workshop about the holiday, a paper 
cempasuchil flower-making craft, and a ceremony to honor our 
dead loved ones. As a university, we voted on three people (or 
groups) to honor on our ofrenda (altar). This year we honored 
Antwon Rose Jr., Victims of Police Violence, and Victims of Mass 
Shootings. Chatham community members were also encouraged 
to make a paper flower to add to the altar to remember a 
specific loved one. The altar was set up on the first floor of the 
JKM Library and remained up for a few weeks for others to 
experience.  
    The second event included a presentation on grief by the 
Counseling Center, a conversation about remembering departed 
loved ones, and a craft making paper Monarch butterflies with 
personalized messages written on them. Folks could keep their 

butterflies for themselves or add them to the wall around 
the ofrenda. We enjoyed Mexican hot chocolate and pan de 
muerto at both events! Visit the library’s blog post on the event 
for more photos and information. 
    These events were part of Chatham’s Latinx Heritage Month 
celebrations and sponsored by Modern Languages, the JKM 
Library, the Multicultural Affairs Office, and the Counseling 
Center. Special thanks to adjunct professor Mildred Lopez 
Escudero for bringing the program to Chatham and the JKM 
Library! 
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Chatham celebrates the Day of the Dead, 2018 

Welcome to OpenAthens! 
    Since returning from break, you may have noticed a new login 
method when accessing the library’s electronic resources. The 
library has migrated to OpenAthens authentication which will 
allow us to better see how our resources are being used.  

    On the patron side, OpenAthens provides a single sign on. This 
means that when you login to use the library’s databases, you 
are also automatically logged into any personal accounts that 

you have with any individual databases. Be aware that login 
prompts will appear for both on and off campus users now, so 
using the option to remember the verification code for 30 days 
is highly recommended.  

    If you have any questions or experience any issues with 
logging in, please contact the reference desk in person, by 
phone or e-mail. 

http://blogs.chatham.edu/library/2018/11/14/first-annual-day-of-the-dead-celebration/


Student Workers 

“Whatever the cost of our libraries, the 
price is cheap compared to that of an 
ignorant nation.” ~ Walter Cronkite 

Annual Report 

    The JKM Library would like to give a big thank you to all our 
student workers; we simply could not function without them. 
 

New Library Access Services Aides:  

    Chenoa Baker joined us in spring 2019. She will graduate in 
spring 2022 with a cultural studies major. Her favorite book is 
Migrations of the Heart.  

    Sydney Breen Lusen started in fall 2018. She will graduate in 
spring 2022 with a creative writing major. Her favorite book is 
The Darkest Minds.  

    Parbati Gautam joined us in spring 2019. She plans to 
graduate in spring 2022 with a BSN. Her favorite book is 
Homeless Bird. 

    Kathryn McClelland started in spring 2019. She will graduate 
in spring 2021 with a major in interior architecture. Her favorite 
book is The Bell Jar.  

    Jade Miley joined us in fall 2018. She will graduate in spring 
2020 with a major in sustainability. Her favorite book is The 
Vagrant.  

    Rebecca Pennington started in spring 2019. She plans to 
graduate in spring 2022 with a major in cell and molecular 
biology. Her favorite book is Fahrenheit 451.  

    Stephanie Spano joined us in spring 2019. She will graduate in 
spring 2022 with a major in cell and molecular biology. Her 
favorite book is Survival of the Sickest.  
 

New Archives Assistant: 

   Rachel Rossi joined us in fall 2018. She will graduate in April 
2021 with a major in history. Her favorite book is Howl’s Moving 
Castle.  
 

New Technical Services Aides: 

   Bailey Cassidy started in fall 2017. She will graduate in spring 
2022 with a major in human biology. Her favorite books are 
What We Talk About When We Talk About Love and One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.  

   Kalyssa Ober joined us in spring 2018. She plans to graduate in 
April 2021 with a major in psychology. Her favorite movie is The 
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. 
 

    The following student workers continue to be incredible 
assets to the library:  

Sophia Costan (fall 2015 - present), Ryan King (fall 2017 – 
present), Zoe Levine (fall 2017 – present), and Emily Reagan (fall 
2017 – present). 
    

 CONGRATS! 
 

    We would also like to wish a fond farewell and best of luck to 
our spring and fall 2018 graduates: Alie Davis, Evalynn Farkas, 
Delenn Fingerlow, Emily Simons, and Carina Stopenski. 

    This past academic year saw a few major changes at the JKM 
Library. We tested, tweaked and fine-tuned our new integrated 
library system, Koha. This project involved the library staff, our 
users and the ByWater staff who provide the support for Koha. 
The flexibility and robustness of the system as well as the 
responsiveness of the ByWater staff confirmed we had made an 
excellent choice.  

    In addition, by August 2017 we were finally fully staffed. 
Jocelyn Codner, Reference and Outreach Librarian, hit the 
ground running and the results of her work were immediate. 
We were also gratified to see an increase in all aspects of 
Reference and Instruction and hope that trend continues. Here 
are a few more highlights:  

• ILLiad requests increased by 25.5% from last year (primarily 
journal articles) 

• Archives reference questions increased by 61% 

• Overall turnaround time for ILLiad requests was again 
reduced from 4.32 (16-17) to 4.26 days 

• Overall, the Chatham community requested 12.7% more 
items from other libraries than in the previous year 

• Total items checked out decreased by 9.6%  

• The number of hours that group student rooms were 
reserved decreased 10.4%   

• The number of reference questions increased by 12%, 
research consultations up 5%, and IM and email reference 
rose by 9.8% 

• We reached over 900 students in 54 library instruction 
sessions – up from last year 

• Pop-Up Libraries were initiated – meeting students at 
Anderson Dining Hall and Eastside 

https://s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/chathamlibpages/ar/dashboard.html


    As Chatham 
reflects upon its 
150th anniversary, 
the University 
Archives offers a 
new opportunity to 
engage with 
photographs, 
artifacts, and stories 
documenting the 
growth of the 

university and its community. Presented on new social media 
channels with the #150Throwbacks tag, these historical records 
chart a chronological path from Chatham’s founding in 1869 to 
the 21st century. Historical tidbits and images culled from the 
collections of the University Archives serve as guideposts along 
the way. We invite you to jump onto the virtual wagonette as we 
travel through Chatham history with #150Throwbacks! 

    During the first month of #150Throwbacks, the Chatham 
Archives highlighted some of the oldest materials in the collection 
including the original charter of incorporation given to the 
Pennsylvania Female College, the first name for Chatham 
University. Handwritten minutes of the first Board of Trustees 
meeting, a program from 1871 closing exercises, and a copy of 
the 1875 valedictory speech bound with a purple ribbon shown 
on @ChathamArchives (Facebook and Instagram) provide insight 
into the earliest days of Chatham University. Many posts show 
photographs of early college presidents, students, and faculty. 
Some of these images, like the portraits of Mary Wilson Acheson 
Spencer as a student and also as a member of the Board of 
Trustees, provide background on familiar names around campus, 
like the Mary Acheson Spencer House on Woodland Road.   

    As Chatham’s 150th anniversary celebration continues in 2019, 
#150Throwbacks will advance through the decades, presenting 

records that document changes to the campus, curriculum, 
student body, and to the broader global community.  Student-led 
efforts during World War II and Vietnam will provide a window 
into the state of global awareness among the college community. 
Photos of building projects, such as the demolition of Berry Hall I 
and the construction of Laughlin Hall, may spark curiosity about 
other campus buildings and their former uses. Moreover, we’ll 
share clips from our recently preserved film collections, displaying 
footage of the 1936 commencement ceremony, the 1947 May 
Day pageant, and promotional videos created during the 1980s. 
We’re certain that students, history buffs, current and former 
faculty and staff, and all Chatham community members will find 
something enjoyable!       

    We encourage you to check out the new Chatham Archives & 
Special Collections pages on Facebook and Instagram and to 
follow along with #150Throwbacks. It’ll be a fun way to learn 
about Chatham history and to get excited about Chatham’s 150th 
anniversary celebration! 

University Archives Launches 
#150Throwbacks  

New Facebook and Instagram pages 
highlight 150 years of Chatham history 

Contact Archivist & Public Services Librarian Molly 
Tighe at m.tighe@chatham.edu, 412-365-1212, or at 
library.chatham.edu/archives for more information. 

@ChathamArchives 

@ChathamArchives 

#150Throwbacks 

#Chatham150 

FOLLOW ALONG 

The Wagonette, c. 1920s 

mailto:m.tighe@chatham.edu
http://library.chatham.edu/archives
https://www.instagram.com/chathamarchives/
https://www.facebook.com/ChathamArchives/?modal=admin_todo_tour


Staff 2018 Accomplishments 
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    Jocelyn Codner was accepted in the Pennsylvania Library 
Association’s (PaLA) mentorship program. She also continued 
her work on the PaLA’s Website Committee.      

    Molly Tighe continued her term as an elected Member-at-
Large with the Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference 
(MARAC). A voting member of MARAC’s steering committee, 
Molly participated in a strategic planning retreat and was 
appointed as Chair of the MARAC Ad-Hoc Disaster Relief 
Committee. In her role as MARAC Interim Co-coordinator of 
Diversity and Inclusion, Molly published an article in MARAC’s 
Mid-Atlantic Archivist about MARAC’s efforts to promote 
diversity and inclusion in the profession. 

    Molly presented on her grant-funded work with the Council of 
Independent Colleges Consortium on Teaching and Research at 
the Society of American Archivists (SAA) conference in 
Washington, DC in August 2018 and at the MARAC conference in 
Wilmington, DE in September 2018.  

    Molly was accepted into SAA’s inaugural Media Training for 
Archivists cohort. Molly is an active member of the Three Rivers 
Archivists, the SAA interest group for events and exhibits, and 
she joined the City of Pittsburgh Suffrage Centennial Committee.  

    Dana Mastroianni attended the PALCI Affordable Learning PA 
workshop presented by the Open Textbook Network in 
September 2018. 

    Kate Wenger attended the WPWVC-ACRL spring conference in 
May 2018 and finished up her term as Past-President of the 

Chapter in June 2018. She is now serving on the Chapter’s 
Programming Committee for the 2018-2019 year. Kate also 
attended the PALCI Members Meeting in June 2018 and the E-
ZBorrow Practitioner’s Meeting in August 2018. She was 
nominated for and elected to a position on the E-ZBorrow 
Advisory Council and will serve from July 2018 until June 2021.  

    Jill Ausel, Dan Nolting, and Dana Mastroianni were all 
honored for 15 years of service to Chatham University at the 
Employee Recognition Breakfast in January. 

Left to right: Jill Ausel, Dan Nolting, Dana Mastroianni 
at Employee Recognition Breakfast 


