Technical Paper: Create a Proposal for a Lawmaker

It is common for lobbying groups and organizations to make recommendations for laws and regulations and even write model legislation. Often, lawmakers rely on these groups for information on issues and supporting facts and arguments. Groups like the Sierra Club, National Wildlife Federation, and Nature Conservancy work to educate the public and legislators on issues that are important to them.  

Choose a sustainability issue from this course that interests you, and imagine that you are a lobbyist for an organization working on that issue. Create a 3–4 page proposal for a new piece of legislation at the municipal, state, or federal level.

Your proposal should include the following:

1. An overview of the problem your legislation addresses, including evidence that supports your argument that this is a problem worth addressing. Be sure to include the impacts this issue has on the environment, economy, and/or society. 
2. A description of the legislation you are proposing, including what incentives there should be for following the law and what penalties there would be for violating it.
3. Reasons why you feel it is appropriate to address at the federal, state, or municipal level (whichever you have chosen).
4. A closing statement that appeals to the legislator’s sense of public service and duty—a call to action that will inspire him or her to sponsor this legislation.


For this paper, include at least two resources from your university library. The paper is to be between 3-4 typed pages, double-spaced, using a 12-point font, with sources cited and a reference page per APA format.

Assignment Checklist (Rubric)
Use this checklist to ensure you have met the requirements of this assignment.

	Content
I provided the following:
	

	An overview of the problem
	

	Evidence that this problem significantly impacts the environment, society, and/or the economy
	

	A description of the legislation I am proposing
	

	Incentives for following the law 
	

	Penalties for violating the law
	

	An argument for why it is most appropriate to address the problem at the municipal, state, or federal level
	

	A final call to action to persuade the lawmaker to sponsor the legislation
	

	
	

	Format
	

	3–4 pages
	

	Typed, double-spaced, 12-pt font
	

	APA format citations and references
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]At least two sources from the university library
	



