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	Course Title:
	Introduction to Sustainability

	Prerequisites:
	None

	Credit Hours:
	3.00 semester credit hours

	In Course Hours:
	48 hours

	Out of Course Hours:
	Twice the hours listed above

	Companion Website:
	N/A

	
	

	Course Description:
	This course focuses on sustainability from a historical perspective. The course studies how sustainability progressed from a relatively marginal concept to an ideal that shapes everything from individual lifestyles, government and corporate strategies, and even national and international policy. The philosophy of sustainability is explored through topics of social justice, ecological economics, and environmental conservation.


	Course Objectives:
	At the completion of the course, students will be able to:

· Define and describe the different forms of sustainability: Social, Economic, Environmental

· Analyze and apply systems thinking to human and natural resource relationships

· Define and understand the impacts of climate change on macro and micro levels

· Recall specific social, economic and environmental issues that impact sustainability

· Understand benefits of Sustainable Development & Rating Systems

· List the organizations involved with promoting sustainability 

· Identify Professional Certifications and Career Paths associated with sustainability
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	WEEK 1
	

	
	

	Lessons:
	1-3

	
	

	Topics:
	What is Sustainability?
Historical Perspectives

Systems Thinking

The Fundamental Science of Climate Change

Population Growth, Food Security, and a Sustainable Planet 
Ecological Footprint

Environmental Haves and Have Nots

Social and Environmental Justice

Resource Curse and Global Extraction

Marketing, Consumerism, and the Media

	
	

	Library Assignments:
	Key Environmental Legislation

	
	

	Homework:
	Commodity Life Cycle

	
	

	Suggested Learning Activities:
	Class discussions

Online lesson 
Library assignment
Homework

	
	

	Evaluation:
	Pre-test

Class discussion/participation 
Library assignment 
Homework

	
	

	WEEK 2
	

	
	

	Lessons:
	4-6

	
	

	Topics:
	Southeastern United States

Southern Florida

Resilience Planning

Personal Challenges

Conserving Biodiversity and Ecosystems

Conservation and Preservation Success Stories
Ethics and Consumerism

Food Web

Agriculture

Sustainable Interventions

	
	

	Library Assignments:
	Conservation/Preservation in National Parks
Food Story

	
	

	Homework:
	Wetlands

Organizations

Food Journal

	Suggested Learning Activities:
	Class discussions

Online lesson
Homework

Library assignment

	
	

	Evaluation:
	Class discussion/participation

Homework
Library assignments
Midterm 

	
	

	WEEK 3
	

	
	

	Lessons:
	7-9

	
	

	Topics:
	Water and Land Relationship
The Ocean and Climate

Freshwater

What You Can Do to Protect Our Water Resources

Energy Costs More Than You Think

Fossil Fuels

Alternative Fuels and Renewable Energy

Energy Efficiency

Waste Costs More Than You Think

Types of Waste

Processing Waste

Waste Legislation

Environmental Hazards of Waste

Waste in a Sustainable Future

Working Toward Solutions in Civil Society

Governance, Scales of Decision Making, and Policy Alternatives

Green Business and Sustainable Economies

Technology Solutions

	
	

	Library Assignments:
	Local Sustainability Initiative

	
	

	Homework:
	Feedback Loop

Solar PV at University Parking Lot
How wasteful are your habits?

	Suggested Learning Activities:
	Class discussions

Online lesson
Homework

Library assignment

	
	

	Evaluation:
	Class discussion/participation 
Homework
Library assignment

	WEEK 4
	

	
	

	Lessons:
	10-12

	
	

	Topics:
	Green Building Overview

Sustainable Sites

Water Efficiency

Materials Flows – Purchasing and Waste Management

Indoor Environmental Quality and Human Health
Talking About Sustainability

Sustainability Careers
Reporting

Course Review

	
	

	Homework:
	Evaluate a Green Building

	
	

	Suggested Learning Activities:
	Class discussions

Online lesson
Homework



	Evaluation:
	Class discussion/participation 
Technical Paper due

Homework

Final

Post test



	Suggested Course Evaluation Strategies

Student performance is evaluated as follows:
	% of Final

Grade

	Homework and assignments
	40%

	Class discussion/participation (in/out of class)
	30%

	Tests and exams
	30%


Grading Scale

A final grade is determined using the following grading scale:
	90 - 100%
	A

	80 - 89%
	B

	70 - 79%
	C

	60 - 69%
	D

	59% and under
	F


Course requirements are subject to change by instructor(s) as deemed appropriate to meet the needs of the program and the students.
	Methods of Course Delivery: The subject matter in this course is presented in various forms which may include lectures, class discussion, demonstrations, collaborative activities, computer assignments, student projects and presentations, online research, guest speakers or field trips.


Additional Information
ATTENDANCE
The coursework demands your full participation; therefore, you are expected to attend all scheduled classes. If you do miss a class, all work covered is your responsibility.  
STUDENT WORK OUTSIDE OF CLASS
A 3-credit course typically requires a minimum of twice the in-class hours of student work outside of class to include but not limited to: reading, writing, research, etc.
STUDENT ACTIVITY IN ONLINE CLASSES
Most universities require students enrolled in an online course to attend at least 3 days every week but are encouraged to attend every day. This attendance is marked by activity in the online classroom. Participating in classroom discussion is paramount to the learning experience. Participating in the online discussions allows students and instructors to share experiences, investigate complicated subject matter, share expertise, and examine the content from new perspectives. The qualitative participation requirements are:
· Follow-up responses to classmates’ initial answers or responses that integrate course theories with a practical application of the subject, offering a personal observation or experience, or referencing real-world examples, current events, or presenting current research on the topic.

· Classroom interaction demonstrating deeper or broader thoughts beyond rephrasing what the textbook has presented on the topic.

· Responses encouraging further discussion and ongoing dialogue with other students and the instructor in the class.

· Asking additional, relevant questions about the week’s topic.

· The referencing and citing of scholarly work is required to support the idea that is being presented in the discussion.

· Communications that are presented in a professional and supportive manner, with a respectful tone.

Participation can be earned only by posting substantive, quality posts to fellow classmates and/or the instructor in the discussion forum(s) of the classroom.* 

* Faculty must encourage this type of interaction, through their own activity in the discussion board.
STUDENTS NEEDING ACCOMMODATION OR ADJUSTMENT

Any student who feels they may have a disability requiring auxiliary aids or academic adjustments should contact the university’s Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) representative for assistance.
LIBRARY ASSIGNMENTS
Part of the purpose of these assignments is to familiarize students with their university library resources. When constructing these documents, the APA format is usually recommended.  
YOUR UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
Students should add the university library website to their favorites so they can easily access the library resources.
Key tips for students:

· The library databases contain scholarly content which has been judged appropriate for use in your course research papers and library assignments. 

· You can locate accurate and reliable newspaper, magazine and journal articles, company reports, case studies, dissertations, clinical trials, product information, videos, e-books, and more.  

· Information retrieved from Google or Wikipedia may be unreliable, inaccurate, or biased. 

· Your library website or your instructor can provide helpful resources on citing your sources. Databases often contain citation tools, and the Purdue OWL website provides guidance regarding the most current edition of APA formatting and style. 

· Check your library for helpful and informative seminars and workshops on library resources and research skills. 

· Librarians also often provide individual research consultations.

And remember, you are encouraged to contact your librarian for assistance.
PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism occurs when a student tries to pass off the work of another author as his or her own. The most obvious example is when another author’s text is used word-for-word, without quotation marks being used, and without any credit being given; however, in order to ensure that they avoid plagiarism, students also need to learn and follow appropriate rules for citations and references so that specific information learned from original sources is properly credited. To learn more about how to avoid plagiarism, consult your instructor or campus librarian. 
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