Calculating Your Ecological Footprint
Note to Instructor:
Note: While this assignment is similar to the “Ecological Footprint Analysis” assignment, there are some key differences. As the instructor, you may choose to use one or the other, or to use both of them.
Please alert students in the first week of class that they will need to collect the following information over the coming weeks for a project at the end of the class:
· Understand the source of energy to heat/cool their house
· Is it natural gas? Electricity? Oil? Propane? Renewable source (e.g., solar panels)
· Keep a recent bill from their energy provider 
· If student has propane, then the student can use the bill from the oil provider 
· If the student has solar panels on their home, the local utility should be able to provide a usage report
· Keep track of normal commuting, including transportation type and typical distance
· Keep track of the types of waste they generate and what, if anything, they typically recycle

Learner Instructions:
1. Go to: https://www3.epa.gov/carbon-footprint-calculator/
2. Fill out the number of people in your home and your zip code
3. Click on Get Started
4. Use readings on utility bill to populate the fields under Your Current Emissions from Home Energy
5. Scroll to the Reduce Your Emissions section and input different numbers
6. Click on Continue to Transportation
7. Fill out answers to questions on Transportation section
8. Click on Continue to Waste
9. Identify waste types that you recycle versus throw out
10. Review your output and planned actions
11. Homework:
a. Identify 3 actions that you can take to reduce your ecological footprint and analyze the impact based upon the calculator
i. What is the impact to your ecological footprint?
ii. How could this change your daily habits and routines? Will these changes be disruptive to your normal activities?
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Write a 3-page paper based upon your findings
