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Photo: ShutterstockBack to BasicsBack to BasicsWe all have this seemingly easy task that we've never quite figured out. This week is no problem too trivial, no question too stupid. Just because it's simple doesn't mean it's not a hack. International travel includes many moving parts: from obtaining a passport and booking your itinerary to
budgeting your trip and learning the basics of language and local customs. An additional component that you may need to find out is whether you need a visa or not. Fortunately, the United States has visa-free travel to 184 countries around the world. However, there are many countries, such as Cuba, China and Ghana, that need U.S.
citizens to get a visa before you start your flight. What is a visa? A visa is a permit or permit from another country that allows you to travel across international borders to your country. It can be an actual piece of paper large enough to fit into your passport, or a stamp with an entry and exit date on which it is written. It lets international
customs and immigration know that you have gone through the right parameters to travel to your country, including conducting a background check, health screening or in-depth interview. There are also several types of visas including tourists, transit, work, students and residence. The type of visa you would apply for depends on the type
of visa you are travelling. Do you go to school there? Do you work there? Will you live there beyond the allocated tourist time? As useful as a U.S. passport is to see most of the world, it doesn't give you easy access... Read more you can find the list of countries where visas are required for U.S. citizens here. ApplicationCountries that
require visas have consulates: an office where you can go to send everything to get a visa. As soon as you make an appointment, they will request all the necessary documents and in some cases request an interview to find out the nature of your travels. Some requirements for a visa application may, but are not limited to:Itinerary
(booked accommodations, booked round-trip flights)Additional passport-sized photos immunisation recordsAt least 6-12 months before the expiry of the passportNumber of blank pages in the passport called VisaSome countries now offer an e-visa. With an e-visa, you can apply directly online, pay and check the status of your application.
Once approved, you can print the approval confirmation and your receipt to take it with you for the trip. India has a template the e-visa process. Other countries have so-called on-arrival visas. These visas are purchased as soon as you land and are placed in your visa before you reach the immigration window. A country like Egypt allows
you to bring 25 US dollars to buy your visa at a window before immigration. As soon as you the fee, they will place their visa stickers on one of your passport pages with the inscription Visa. If you forget to buy your visa on arrival before you arrive at a country's immigration, they will redirect you to the visa window. If you are a U.S. citizen
with a valid passport, you can freely go to more places in the read more.Each country has a specific length of stay for foreigners. As a tourist, your visa will date its expiration or the date on which you should leave. Some visas may be valid for a long time, but your stay may expire in a shorter period of time. For example, a country can
grant you a tourist visa that is good for 5 years, but that does not mean that you can stay for 5 years. Most countries allow you to stay between 30 and 180 days, but you must leave before those days are; If your visa is good for several years, it means you can come back without having to apply for a new visa. If you do not leave as soon
as your visa or permitted stay arrives, this may result in fines, deportations or prison sentences. The Supreme Court is expected to rule soon on whether the Trump administration acted lawfully when it ended DACA, the program that allows immigrants who came to the U.S. as children to legally continue to live and work in the country with
two-year permits. While some Dreamers are struggling to renew their status without knowing what will happen after the court decision, a new tool will help them fill out the necessary forms online, even if they can't afford a lawyer. The tool, from a nonprofit organization called Immigrants Like Us, is part of a series of turbo tax-like services
for immigration. The website also takes care of the citizenship papers and green cards for the family. Over the past three years, the immigration process has become more difficult than ever for people who are entitled to legal status here, says Jonathan Petts, executive director and co-founder of Immigrants Like Us. The length of the
actual forms has multiplied. For certain basic applications of the family green card, there are dozens of pages of legalesthat that are difficult for an educated person to answer. Those who rely on DACA, the program for deferred arrivals for children, must renew their status every two years. Many cannot afford lawyers, and those who may
have met with pro-bono lawyers in legal aid offices in the past may not have that option during the pandemic. Many are also employed: An estimated 200,000 DACA recipients are considered during the as important workers. Around 27,000 work in the healthcare sector. Another 200 are in the medical school or in the middle of the medical
residence. The online tool, which is free and quick to use, can help facilitate the legal process. Even if the Supreme Court finds that the Trump administration has legally terminated DACA, it's not clear what that will mean for those who have applied to renew their status, Petts says it is an important step for everyone. The site asks users a
few questions to make sure it fits (those with more complicated cases and previous immigration issues probably need other support). Then, like TurboTax, it executes users through questions and automatically in forms. An expert from the non-profit team checks the forms and then passes instructions on how to submit the documents.
Much of this process can be automated so that the system can be scaled to help a large number of people. For some of the more complicated humanitarian applications, we will never come to full automation, but there is so much that basic technology can do, both in terms of automating recording and creating algorithms to highlight
problematic cases that lawyers need to review, Petts says. Petts, a lawyer, has previously co-founded upsolve, a startup with a similar digital tool for people who are dealing with the legal papers to file for bankruptcy. Co-founders Mary Gao, a Harvard computer science major, and Ben Jackson, a legal technologist, also worked at
Upsolve. Although the new nonprofit focuses on immigration, they see the potential for technology to help with other legal issues, from exponential – the process in which someone convicted of a crime can eventually delete their records when they take legal action – to eviction. I think there are so many different areas of poverty law that
can be modernized with technology tools that are monitored by lawyers, Petts says. I think that really is the future of the Poverty Act. If you have invited a foreign friend or relative to visit you at home in the United States, one of the first questions to be addressed is whether that person will be able to prove to the satisfaction of a U.S.
consular official that he can afford the trip (and therefore will not be tempted to stay in the U.S. and find work). If you think that the person will have difficulty showing the ability to cover the various expenses and thus return home as planned, you should consider providing a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) Form I-134,
affidavit of Support. By signing an I-134, you agree to provide financial support to a foreign visitor during his stay in the United States. This article will provide you with information to help you complete Form I-134 to help foreign visitors apply for tourist or other non-immigrant visas. If you are a U.S. citizen who must submit Form I-134 as
part of a K visa application for a foreign fiancee, see Tips for Filling Out I-134 for the Fiance Visa. If you are sponsoring a relative for a green card, you can find helpful information by filling out Form I-864, affidavit of Support Under Section 213A of the Law. Who should submit Form I-134 under U.S. Immigration Law, non-citizens traveling
to the United States, where, among other things, they are likely to become a public levy. This means that if they cannot prove that they have enough money to pay for their expenses (e.B. food, shelter, transportation, and emergency medical treatment), they cannot obtain a visa at the U.S. Embassy or Consulate, or can be denied entry to
the border if they ask the U.S. under the Visa Waiver Program (VWP). However, non-citizens can overcome this finding if a lawfully licensed U.S. citizen prepares an I-134 form for them to show during their visa interview at the U.S. Consulate or at a Customs and Border Protection (CBP) when entering the U.S. What are the risks of
submitting Form I-134? By filling out and signing Form I-134, you represent to the U.S. government that the non-immigrants you are supporting do not need to apply for public assistance, such as .B additional SSI(SSI), temporary assistance to needy families (TANF), food stamps, or other government-subsidized benefits. If your foreign
visitor eventually applies for and receives public support, the relevant government authority may take into account your income and/or assets when deciding whether to grant the benefits. The government can also sue you to recover the cost of providing public support to your relative. However, the temporary affidavit of support on Form I134 is often described by legal experts as unenforceable, especially when compared to its longer-lasting counterpart, The Form I-864, which U.S. citizens and permanent residents submit when they sponsor foreign relatives for a green card. There are a few reasons why I-134 is considered unenforceable: visitors to the US are not entitled
to the vast majority of government-sponsored public support benefits at all, and, if they apply, are denied in most cases. Most government agencies do not have the time or resources to enforce the terms of an I-134, even if a temporary visitor receives public support. The I-134 sponsor agrees to support the non-immigrant only for a limited
and specific period of time, so that any liability is limited to the planned duration of the visit. In other words, Form I-134 is all bark and no bite, legally speaking. It is basically used to show immigration officials that the otherwise poorest non-citizen has a friend in the US who earns a respectable income who is willing to take care of him or
her. The I-134 Form I-134 and instructions can be found on the I-134 page of the USCIS website (www.uscis.gov). There is no fee to submit this form. This guide applies to the version of the form of 13.02.2019, which expires on 28.02.2021. Part 1: Information about you (the sponsor) You will be asked as a sponsor of a person coming to
the U.S. to provide information about your bank accounts, bank accounts, and other financial resources. You must prove that your income is at least 100% of the amounts listed in the Federal Poverty Guidelines for your family size and country of residence. Questions 1-7: Fill in your name, previous names (e.B. before marriage), mailing
and physical address, and date and place of birth. Question 8: If you are a Green Card holder, enter your alien registration number (one number) here. Question 9: Enter your valid Social Security number. Question 10: You have a USCIS Online account number online if you came to the U.S. as an immigrant and registered as part of your
application for such an account. Don't worry if you don't have one. Questions 11-12: If you are anything other than a U.S. citizen by birth, you must provide additional information here. If you obtained your U.S. citizenship through naturalization, from your parents, through a qualified marriage, or by any other means, list the requested
information here. If you are a legal permanent resident, your A number is on your green card. If you are a non-immigrant (with a temporary visa, e..B J-1 exchange visitors or H-1B workers), your I-94 number is either on a sheet of paper you received at the time of U.S. entry, or from USCIS if you change the status, or can be found online
by CBP. In question 12, indicate your age and the date you lived in the United States. If you have lived in the U.S. for several different periods, enter the date you last started living in the U.S. Part 2: Information about the beneficiary In this part, you provide personal information about the non-citizen you sponsor and any spouse or child
traveling with him or her (or coming later to join him). While you should list personal information for each family member who will travel to the United States, be aware that you must submit a separate I-134 form for each non-citizen you sponsor. Part 3: More information about the sponsor The sponsor is you, the U.S.-based person who
helps someone get a visa. Questions 1-9: First, list your workplace. Next, you need to document your income and assets. If your salary is more than 100% of the poverty guidelines for your family size, you don't technically need to provide information about your assets, but it doesn't hurt to provide at least information for a bank account or
two-account account just to be sure. If you do not have sufficient revenue, you need to be more careful if you have many to show that you have valuables that can be used to support your non-citizen visitor. If you are unemployed or have a low income, you should consider having another person fill out Form I-134 if available. You will be
asked to make a sum of money available to financial institutions in the United States, i.e. banks and investment companies that keep your current accounts. Lead. deposit and other accounts with cash on deposit. When you list personal property, you can name an approximate value of vehicles, jewelry, appliances, and other assets that
the government wants to consider. For real estate, you can use valuation services such as Zillow (which are not entirely reliable) or hire a professional appraiser. Questions 10-37: Provide information for all dependents that you listed in your Federal Income Tax Return. If you are a non-resident who pays taxes abroad, you should list all
minor children or adults for whom you have been appointed guardian. The U.S. government also wants to know if you've sponsored other non-citizens in the past and whether you're still committed to supporting them. Lists all non-citizens for which you have completed either I-134 or I-864. The U.S. Embassy or Consulate will verify that
you are financially able to support all non-citizens you have sponsored. Question 38: You should check here and provide information about the amount of support you provide to your foreign visitor. For example, if you invite your cousin to visit your home in the United States for two weeks, you should write: I will provide rooms and food
and provide money for food, entertainment, and all necessary medical expenses for the duration of your visit. If you plan to provide a scholarship to your visitor, you can write: I will provide a lump sum of 1,000 DOLLARS for all expenses during your visit. Part 4: Sponsor Statement, Contact Information, Certification, and Signature These
questions usually describe the responsibility you assume by signing Form I-134 and try to ensure that you fully understand it. You may be instructed that you may be asked to post a bond, but this would never be extremely rare with sponsorship of non-immigrants. The documentation of your work, income, and financial accounts is usually
sufficient to sponsor a temporary visitor to the United States. Make sure you sign and date your I-134 form. The remaining sections only need to be filled in if someone is helping you with I-134, e..B an interpreter or lawyer. Documents for attaching to Form I-134 You should include evidence to show your income. In most cases, it will be
sufficient to provide a copy of your latest federal income tax form (or tax log), but you can also Include a letter from your employer and bank to confirm your employment and money on deposits in U.S. bank accounts. Make sure you provide two copies of the documentation that you submit using Form I-134 (and keep a copy for your own
records). Here's some evidence that others have used to successfully demonstrate that they are capable of supporting a non-citizen visitor: evidence of the recent federal income tax return. The best evidence is an IRS tax protocol, a your tax return. For information about ordering a tax log, visit the IRS website, but if you're under a time
squeeze, you can file a personal copy of your signed tax return. Copies of state returns are not required. Employer's letter. This will ideally be on the official company letterhead and designed and signed by a personnel officer or your boss or employer. Make sure there is a current date, the date of hiring and the duration of employment, the
nature of your position, (if your job is full-time and permanent, make sure he or she has a note of it!), and your annual salary. Letters from financial institutions confirming the accounts. You should ask any banks or other financial institutions that you have previously listed to confirm your account by posting a letter on the official letterhead.
This usually indicates the date of the account opening, the total cash deposit in the last year, the average balance, and the current balance. If your average balance is much lower than your current balance, it might look suspicious, so you'd ask the bank to leave your average balance out of the letter if that's the case. You can also specify
current bank statements. Deeds or receipts for assets. Chances are that you won't need this documentation if you only sponsor a non-citizen during a visit with a temporary visa. However, if you want to improve proof of your financial situation, you can include copies of titles and deeds for vehicles, apartments and other items, as well as
receipts for equipment, electronics, or all big-ticket items. What will happen next, do not send Form I-134 to USCIS or any other government agency. Send the original I-134 form to the non-citizen you intend to sponsor so that he can include it in his visa application or bring it to the U.S. Consulate, where he will apply for a tourist visa.
Send the original form with your ink signature on it —the consulate may reject a form that has been faxed or faxed. Once you have sent I-134, all you have to do is wait for your friend's or relative's visa to be approved. Approved.
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