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SARPHATISTRAAT



Phenomenology is a philosophical school of thought that is
concerned with the reciprocal relationship between human
experience and sensory perception.

In architecture, this movement tries to break down the divide
between subject (the body) and object (the building) in order
to facilitate spaces of immersive experience. Since the act of 
seeing tends to emphasize the separation between subject 
(observer) and object (observed), these spaces reach beyond 
the sense of sight and engage the body’s other senses.

PHENOMENOLOGY



ANCHORING

“Architecture does not so much intrude on a landscape, 
as it serves to explain it.” - Steven Holl



Holl uses the term intertwining to describe the overlap between 
idea and phenomena, between body and space, following the 
phenomenological notion that the body and the world cannot be 
comprehended independently.

In this way, Holl’s architecture is not just the physical expression 
of an idea―it is the cultivation of immersive experience.

INTERTWINING



As the body moves through space, the visual field is constantly 
redefined with a new, changing perspective. For Holl, this is how 
architecture evolves from mere imagery to full experience. The 
phenomenon of parallax offers a shifting environment that must be 
reinterpreted again and again as the body moves through space.

PARALLAX



Holl recognizes a poetic facet in architectural 
space. Just as we read poetry on an emotional level, 
we interpret space in accordance with its emotional 
impact.  In this way, Holl often utilizes the intense 
sensory appeal of light and colour in order to 
engage the emotions of the body and to inscribe his 
buildings with a poetic quality.

POETIC SPACE



POROSITY

To join body and space in an 
immersive experience, Holl 
employs porous structures to 
facilitate the intertwining of the 
subject and the structure.



“Porosity can be a new type of being. Its potentiality of consciousness 
indicates an opening where the horizon is included within it. We hope 
to develop the possibility of a collection of things held together in a 
new way where the ”horizon” is open and merges with both exterior 
and interior.” - Steven Holl



Model (1:50) 

In Sarphatistraat, this porosity occurs in the 
perforated plywood, aluminum, and copper 
that compose most of the walls in the 
building. Thousands of small holes allow light 
to pour between the interior and exterior and 
between the different sections of the building,  
which emphasizes the ambient experience 
and facilitates fluid movement within the 
space of the building.



TIME

In Holl’s designs, time intertwines the perceiver 
with their space, creating shifting sensations 
from changing phenomena.

Natural light and careful attention to materials 
transform the building from static object into 
fluctuating experience.



TIME
The porous walls allow the ambient character 
of the interior light to shift from dawn to
dusk with the rising and setting of the sun.



Holl recognizes a poetic facet in architectural 
space. Just as we read poetry on an emotional level, 
we interpret space in accordance with its emotional 
impact.  In this way, Holl often utilizes the intense 
sensory appeal of light and colour in order to 
engage the emotions of the body and to inscribe his 
buildings with a poetic quality.

When painted the colour of its oxidized 
form, the copper exterior of the building 
acknowledges the inevitable effects of 
time. In this way, it creates a painterly 
dimension of the percerption of the 
building over time.



Motion through space provides 
an ever-changing perspective in 
the visual, tactile, and sensory 
fields. When the object of 
architecture impresses this upon 
its subject, it creates an 
emotional and poetic sensibility. 
Fluidity of spatial perception is 
key to escaping the rigidity of 
space and offers implied mobility 
to the body experiencing it.

FLUIDITY AND
PERSPECTIVAL 
SPACE



In particular, vertical and angled shifts are the key to new 
spatial perceptions and are employed in Sarphatistraat to 
focus planes of light from above onto the spaces ocucpied 
by moving subjects below.



“Our faculty of judgment is incomplete without this experience of crossing 
through spaces. The turn and twist of body engaging a long and then 
short perspective, an up-and-down movement, an open-and-closed or 
dark-and-light rhythm of geometries-these are the core of the spatial 
score of architecture.” - Steven Holl



SPATIAL
THICKNESS

Thick space has depth. It is composed 
of a varying rhythm of light, shadow, 
and transparency that rewards 
movement through the space with an 
evolving perspective. 



The space in Sarphatistraat finds a sense of depth in the 
balance between brighter sections of light from the 
rectangular windows, diffused light filtered through the 
porous walls, and shadows cast by the few solid 
elements of the building.

Thick space withstands an objective glance and entices 
the body to move inward and explore the space.



“Architecture can define fluid movement by determining 
daytime and nighttime viscosities of light and shadow.  
Style and form at some point disappear--this is one 
metaphysics of intertwining.” - Steven Holl



ENMESHED EXPERIENCE

Central to phenomenology is the idea that we do not 
experience the individual functions of our perception. Holl 
attempts in his architecture to create a holistic experience, 
so that the viewer’s perception is not compartmentalised 
into distinct features, but of one continuous thread. This is 
enmeshed experience and it unfolds from the overlapping 
spaces, materials and details.



“Compressed, or sometimes expanded, the interlocking of light, 
material, and detail creates over time a ‘whole’ cinema of merging 
and yielding enmeshed experience.” - Steven Holl





Holl’s creative process exemplifies the Railway model. A 
phenomenological concept guides the poetics of the design 
and is anchored functionally by the site context.



Phenomenological Process allows for relevant individual 
character to develop in an international discipline.
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