
LOOSEN CHRISTOPHER WINES LLC
17150 NE Hillside Drive, Newberg, Oregon  97132

Tel. (+1) 503-231-5094    •    www.jchristopherwines.com

Willamette Valley 2014: A rare balancing act
A warm vintage produces suprisingly elegant wines

After an exceptionally warm and dry growing season, we had concerns that the wines from 2014 would be overly ripe,
fruit-forward and alcoholic. Happily, the finished wines are showing a delightful combination of delicacy, charm and
finesse. We did have some fairly high must weights during harvest, which means higher potential alcohol. But acidity
levels were ideal and we had unusually long and warm fermentations that allowed for some alcohol evaporation from
our open-top fermenters. That evaporation kept our alcohol conversion rates lower than we expected.

The final result is a singular vintage that gave us full ripeness, reasonable alcohol levels and excellent acid structure.
“That was great to see, but really unusual,” says winemaker Jay Somers. “Normally we only get two out of three. We
don’t often see such a perfect alignment of ripe flavors, alcohol and acidity. We were all surprised, but extremely
happy that it worked out.”

Josh Raynolds, Vinous.com, says:
“In the wine world, it is easy to become inured to vintage hype, but in 2014 the enthusiasm is warranted. Other than
some rain early in the season that reduced fruit set in some vineyards, the growing season was pretty much a
cakewalk, with hot, dry weather extending from July until the harvest. Thanks to the benign weather, producers were
able to pick as they pleased and work with the fruit that they wanted, rather than deal with what Mother Nature
handed them, which means were not forced to make harvesting decisions and winemaking adjustments that might not
fit their personal styles. With the 2014s you’re going to taste winemakers’ Platonic Pinot Noirs—perfectly clear
representations of their respective philosophies.”

Here is a brief rundown on the wines:

2014 J. Christopher Pinot Noir Willamette Valley
Our largest bottling, this is a cuvée of barrels from dry-farmed vineyards in three sub-AVAs of
the Willamette Valley: Chehalem Mountains, Dundee Hills and Eola-Amity Hills. This is our
representation of the overall nature of the vintage in the northern Willamette Valley.
Alcohol: 13.5%. 4,100 cases produced. SRP $30.
—Wine of the Week—  winesnw.com (July 22, 2015)

2014 J. Christopher Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Cuvée
This is a cuvée selected from two excellent sites in the red volcanic clay of the Dundee Hills: Bella Vida and Charlie’s
Vineyard. It shows the sanguine depth and fruity elegance that are typical of this AVA.
Alcohol: 13%. 550 cases produced. SRP $40.  [90] Vinous.com

2014 J. Christopher Pinot Noir “Nuages” (Chehalem Mountains AVA)
Named in tribute to one of the Jay’s favorite gypsy jazz tunes, the “Nuages” Pinot Noir is a selection of barrels from
the Chehalem Mountains AVA. Nuages (French for “clouds”) also pays homage to the moderating influence of
Oregon’s autumn cloud cover, which slows ripening to allow for the long hang time that creates fully developed
flavors. The blend is predominantly Pommard clone and mostly (70%) from our estate vineyard.
Alcohol: 13%. 375 cases produced. SRP $40.  [91] Vinous.com



2014 J. Christopher Pinot Noir “Lumière” (Eola-Amity Hills AVA)
The Eola-Amity Hills AVA lies about 15 miles southwest of the winery, where a notch through the Coast Range allows
cool ocean winds to flow in from the west, dropping temperatures dramatically during late summer afternoons. This
helps to retain firm acidity in the fruit. The 2014 Lumière is a blend of three vineyards: Bieze, En Gedi and  Three Angels.
Alcohol: 13%. 375 cases produced. SRP $40.  [92] Vinous.com

2014 J. Christopher Pinot Noir “Sandra Adele” (Dundee Hills AVA)
The Sandra Adele Pinot Noir is a cuvée named for Jay’s mother. It is a blend of fruit from two
outstanding vineyards in the Dundee Hills AVA, combining the elegant, floral character of
Abbey Ridge with the deeper, more earthy taste of Charlie’s Vineyard. 
Alcohol: 13%. 275 cases produced. SRP $50.  [92] Vinous.com  [93] JamesSuckling.com

2014 J. Christopher Pinot Noir Charlie’s Vineyard (Dundee Hills AVA)
Charlie’s Vineyard is a three-acre, east-facing site in the red Jory soil of the Dundee Hills, just a bit down the hill from
Abbey Ridge. It produced its first crop in 1996, the year that Jay established the J. Christopher label, and he remains
the first and only winemaker ever to produce wine from Charlie’s. This vineyard always yields wines that have very
earth-driven aromatics, a fine mineral structure and a stony purity of fruit. Alcohol: 13%. 50 cases produced. SRP $50.
[93] Vinous.com

2014 J. Christopher Pinot Noir Lia’s Vineyard (Chehalem Mountains AVA)
Lia’s Vineyard is one of our neighbor vineyards in the Chehalem Mountains AVA. This superb site has volcanic soil
produces wines with very pretty fruit and an elegant structure. Jay calls this vineyard “the Abbey Ridge of Chehalem
Mountains.” Alcohol: 13.5%. 100 cases produced. SRP $60.  [92] Vinous.com  [93] JamesSuckling.com

2014 J. Christopher Pinot Noir Abbey Ridge Vineyard (Dundee Hills AVA)
If Oregon had a vineyard classification, Abbey Ridge would unquestionably top the list of “grand cru” sites. From thin
volcanic topsoil, this cool, high-elevation site typically yields delicate, finely floral wines with a touch of dried herbs and
an engaging mineral depth. Alcohol: 13%. 100 cases produced. SRP $60.  [92] Vinous.com  [93] JamesSuckling.com

2014 J. Christopher Pinot Noir Appassionata Estate Vineyard (Chehalem Mountains AVA)
Not to be confused with the “Appassionata” collaboration bottling between J. Christopher and Dr. Loosen, this is the
first individual bottling from the estate vineyard. It is from a block of Pommard vines situated in front of the winery,
just beyond a grove of oak trees. We call it the “Bella Block,” in memory of a beloved dog who in her later years liked
to rest in the shade of the oaks. The volcanic Nekia soil here brings a deep red berry and spice character to the wine.
Alcohol: 13%. 50 cases produced. SRP $60.  [94] Vinous.com

J. Christopher Wines — 2014 Vintage Report page 2

jchristopherwines.com

Bella, namesake of the “Bella Block” from which
the Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir was harvested.


