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Oregon’s 2013 vintage: a wet harvest
Rain During 2013 Harvest: "No Problem at All. Best Wines Ever."

Newberg, OregON. NOvember 5, 2015

In Oregon’s willamette valley, the 2013 growing season was very warm early on, then, just as picking began, out of
nowhere came a torrential rain. For many wineries that kind of rain can spell trouble, but to J. Christopher winemaker
Jay Somers, it was all in a day’s work.

“I’m an Oregonian and I know rain,” Somers says. “grapevines are not like the wicked witch of the east; they don’t
actually melt if they get rained on. Yes, the rain came through, but it rained so hard and so quickly most of the water
just ran off and didn’t really have much of an effect on the fruit. we just needed to be extra selective during the
winemaking process.”

Somers admits 2013 was a challenging vintage, but says the wines that did well are fantastic. “The single-vineyard
wines are some of the best wines we’ve ever made,” he says. “They’re elegant and beautiful, and incredibly well
balanced with 12.5% to 13% alcohol and nice acidity. I was able to make the kind of wines I want to make. To me, 2013
was a great vintage with some of my favorite wines. They will be nice to drink right out of the gate and they’ll be even
better when they’ve got a few years in the bottle.”

Somers agrees the harvest rain made 2013 more difficult but says keeping a cool head about rain is essential if you’re a
willamette valley winemaker.

J. Christopher is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year.

Here is a brief rundown on the wines:

2013 Willamette Valley Pinot Noir
A very pretty wine that is very characteristic of the vintage. It has bright, pure red fruit
aromatics and a juicy mid-palate grip. It’s delicately fruity with a fine texture and a freshening
acid structure. 
Alcohol: 13%. 3,000 cases produced. SRP $29.

2013 Dundee Hills Cuvée Pinot Noir [AVA Terroir Series]
Deeper and with more richness than the willamette valley, but with the same fine fruit and elegant structure. It’s a
charming, precocious wine that’s already open and engaging aromatically, and has excellent length. A blend from
three top sites in the Dundee Hills AvA: baptista maresh, bella vida and Charlie’s vineyard.
Alcohol: 13%. 520 cases produced. SRP $40.

2013 Nuages, Chehalem Mountains Pinot Noir [AVA Terroir Series]
This wine has an interesting, complex aroma that is stonier and more edgy than the Dundee Hills. Lush fruit in the
attack leads to a full, rounded mid-palate, with a finish that is long, fine and juicy. The blend is predominantly Pommard
clone from Lia’s vineyard, but also has a bit of the first crop from our own Appassionata vineyard.
Alcohol: 13%. 320 cases produced. SRP $40.



2013 Lumière, Eola-Amity Hills Pinot Noir [AVA Terroir Series]
Darker in color than the previous three wines, this wine is the most mineral driven and will
need more time to open up. However, the beautiful depth of its cool, crushed-berry fruit is
clearly revealed on the palate, supported by excellent grip on the mid-palate and a solid,
strong-boned structure. A blend of the Three Angels and Dubay vineyards, which lie in the
walnut Hill area at the northern-most end of the appellation.
Alcohol: 13%. 345 cases produced. SRP $40.

2013 Sandra Adele, Dundee Hills Pinot Noir
Simply gorgeous, this is both dark and bright in the aroma, intense and delicate on the palate. As is typical of this
cuvée, it combines an earthy depth with an ethereal, floral lightness. It is delicate and fine, with the firm juicy acidity of
the vintage, and a long, captivating finish. From Charlie’s, Abbey ridge and a little bit of baptista maresh.
Alcohol: 13%. 110 cases produced. SRP $58.

2013 Lia’s Vineyard, Chehalem Mountains Pinot Noir
engaging aroma of pure and delicate red fruits with an interesting hint of pine. It is fine and juicy on the palate with
very subtle tannins and a finish that is long and supremely elegant. The blend is three barrels of wadensvil clone grown
in Lia’s volcanic soil.
Alcohol: 13%. 73 cases produced. SRP $58.

2013 Olenik Vineyard, Chehalem Mountains Pinot Noir
Directly beneath Lia’s on the Chehalem mountain slope, this site is warmer and has marine sediment soil. This
produces a riper, darker wine with full-bodied fruit flavors, a forceful mid-palate structure and firmer tannins.
Alcohol: 13.5%. 99 cases produced. SRP $58.
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