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September
Goal: To teach students how to play this classic party-funk 
song, help them understand the chords and voicings involved, 
and to become more familiar with various synthesizer 
applications.

What will you learn?: 
Students will learn how to play this classic Earth, Wind, & Fire 
song; how to break the song down into 3 easy sections to allow 
for easier memorization; the importance of establishing and 
maintaining the “groove” as a member of the rhythm section; 
and the various chords and voicings used.

Watch the Introduction chapter and the chapter showing you how to play the 
introductory groove of the song. Practice playing this 10-measure section. Be 
sure to use your metronome.

Review the introductory groove section. Practice playing this section at 
a slightly faster tempo. Watch the next chapter which discusses the Verse 
section.

Practice playing the 8 measure Verse section. Notice the similarities between 
the Intro and Verse sections.

Review both the Intro and Verse sections and practice being able to play them 
at faster tempos along with the provided jam tracks. Watch the next chapter 
which discusses bassline variations for your left hand.

Review all of the above as a warmup. Play along with the jam tracks. Watch the 
next chapter which shows you how to play the Chorus section. Practice this 
section (which is really only about 2 measures of new music).  

Review the above. Practice playing the Chorus section at a faster tempo. Use 
your metronome and the jam track. Then practice playing all 3 sections (Intro, 
Verse, Chorus) along with the jam track.

Practice playing the whole song along with the jam track and the actual 
recording!

Topics to be discussed:
the intro, verse, and chorus 
sections of the song;
the particular voicings 
used in the original 
recording;
slight variations between 
the intro and verse 
sections;
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Practice Plan (20-30 minutes per day)


