
JAZZ
EDGE



JAZZ
EDGE

JAZZ
EDGE

© 2015 JazzEdge - More lessons at JazzEdge.com

Reading Part 1
Goal: To teach students how to read an original smooth jazz tune (entitled “Downtown Funk”) 
written in standard lead-sheet format, how lead-sheet reading differs from standard classical 
reading/notation, and how to work through (count/subdivide) difficult rhythmic passages. 

What will you learn?: 
This lesson presents an opportunity for students to experience what it is like to prepare for a 
studio gig in which they will play the lead keyboard part. Paul will break down the tune by 
section and explain all of the individual melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic aspects in a step-by-
step manner.

Topics to be discussed:
how to read a lead sheet and why it’s different from a classical piece of music;
counting/subdividing rhythms;
left-hand chord voicings;
practice tips and exercises;

Watch the “Introduction” chapter and download the accompanying tracks. 
Start listening to the song and practicing “active listening.” You’re trying to get 
the song “stuck in your head” at this point in the process.

Print out the accompanying sheet music prior to watching the chapter so as 
to ensure that you can follow along and make notes on the page. Listen to the 
tune many times while reading along. Try tapping along with the beat. Make 
note of any “trouble spots” (ie, areas that look difficult or seem concerning to 
you). Practice being able to read and count through these spots.  

Make sure you have that sheet music printed out! Be able to clap along with 
the rhythms in time with your metronome at different tempos. Write out 
the syllables (i.e., “1-e-and-a”) above the rhythms if you are having trouble 
playing the rhythms accurately.
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First, make sure that you understand how to build the chords as demonstrated 
in the video. Second, practice playing these chords (left hand alone) in time 
with your metronome. Third, practice playing the chords along with the jam 
track. Make sure that you are able to play the left hand in time with the jam 
track before attempting to play hands together (i.e., melody in right hand)

A lot of info in these four measures. First, practice the rhythms (clapping, 
subdividing, and using your metronome). Second, practice playing the right 
hand in time with your metronome. Third, build the left hand chords and 
practice playing them slowly. Fourth, begin putting hands together - slowly! 

Continue working on the Pre-chorus. Your practice should focus primarily 
on playing this section, two hands together, over and over again with the jam 
track until you have it fully mastered.

Continue practicing all of the above. Make sure that you are able to play the 
correct notes, rhythms, and chords in time with your metronome. Practice 
gradually increasing your speed until you are playing at the same tempo as the 
jam track.
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