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In this module you will learn: 
 

What is your engine of progress? 

How to make sure you learn 

How to not get distracted 



•  In this module we’ll be talking about  
 textbooks 

•  But you could use online resources too 
•  They should have structured lessons and 

dialogues with text and audio 



1. Why textbooks are your engine 
of progress	



 
 

Textbooks are great for beginners 

You need to build a foundation and a core 

Textbooks are carefully written for this purpose 

Broken down into sections 

Easy-to-understand explanations 



 
 

There are lots of ways to learn a 
language, but remember… 

A textbook is reliable 

If you go through it, you will learn! 

Offers some stability, helps you to keep going 

A great foundation, whatever else you do 



2. How to make sure you learn	



Textbook mindset 

Quantity over quality 1 

2 Aim to “prime” your brain with lots of new info 

3 Forgetting is to be expected 

4 Therefore, cover more ground and more will 
have a chance to “stick” 



3 components to a textbook 

Teaching components 
 e.g. This is how adjectives and nouns agree… 

1 

2 Practice exercises 
 e.g. Fill in the gaps 

3 Dialogues that showcase the new language 

Useful to read	

Too much detail. “Quantity 
not quality.”	

This is your way in	



3. Dialogues	



Dialogues give you language-in-action  
 

Whilst making it comprehensible	



Spend most of your time working 
with dialogues 

 
This is where you will get results	



Basic strategy for learning from  
dialogues: 
 

1.  Listen to the audio over and over 
2.  Listen with the help of the text 
3.  Study the text  
4. Go back to the audio and listen until 

comfortable 
 



Be careful! 
 

It’s not over yet!	



We learn vocabulary largely 
through repetition over time	



Revisit old dialogues many times 
over the following months	



“Textbooks are designed 
for a wide audience. 

Don’t be afraid to skip 
chapters that aren’t 

relevant to your needs 
or interests.” 

…from Olly 



THE LESSON 

For more on learning from dialogues, visit iwillteachyoualanguage.com/
attacking-language-dialogues  
 

Textbooks offer you a valuable structure for learning 
the foundations of a language. Spend most of your 
time with the dialogues, ignore the rest.  



Homework 
 

Choose an interesting dialogue from 
your textbook and study it using the 

method from this module   
 



Next up:  
 
Module 4 – How to start 
speaking today 
 
Thanks for watching the third 
video. In the next video we’re 
going to look at how to start 
speaking your language. 

… AND  
YOU’RE  
DONE! 



In the meantime… 
 

Hop over and join the discussion on my 
Facebook page: 

 
facebook.com/iwillteachyoualanguage 

 
	


