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Dear Zoning Commission, 

 

As residents of the neighborhood where the Hope United 

Presbyterian Church (HUPC) is located, we are writing to 

express some very serious concerns regarding its proposed 

sale to the Family Promise organization. We strongly object to 

the proposed use of this property by Family Promise or related 

organizations, and we detail some of the reasons in this letter. 

 

My husband and I attended the first meeting at Hope United 

Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, August 23, 2022, which was 

scheduled by Family Promise to ‘show why Family Promise 

would be a good neighbor.’ As longtime Plainfield residents, we 

are aware of the burdens that Family Promise has created for 

Plainfield’s infrastructure, but we entered the meeting with 

open minds. Within minutes, it was clear from the comments 

and actions of the Director of Family Promise, Family Promise 

will not be a good neighbor, as they were not even good guests 
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in our neighborhood. At the end of this meeting, it was clear 

from the assembled mass of neighborhood residents that 

Family Promise’s plan is not welcome in this area. 

 

A second meeting was held by Family Promise on Tuesday, 

October 4, 2022. At this meeting, Family Promise somehow 

retained the Town of Plainfield’s new Public Safety Director, 

retired Plainfield Police chief Jared McKee, to reinforce Family 

Promise’s statement that the presence of their clients does not 

result in increased police activity. Some Plainfield residents 

who live in the vicinity of Family Promise’s current Vine Street 

property attended this meeting, and contrary to Mr. McKee’s 

assertions, they reported significant problems in their 

neighborhood that are a direct result of the presence of Family 

Promise and their “clients.” 

 

At this meeting, Family Promise did not allow attendees to 

speak freely, and allowed only very limited questions directed 

to Mr. McKee. When a neighborhood resident spoke up, the 

Family Promise board immediately told everyone in attendance 

to move to separate rooms and the attendees would be 

allowed to speak to them (the board) one-on-one. This was 

strenuously objected to by the neighborhood residents, and the 

Director of Family Promise, clearly frustrated, said, “We did not 

even have to host these meetings.” At both meetings when 

there was too much opposition from neighborhood residents, 

the Family Promise Director threatened to end the meetings. 

Does that sound like they are going to be good neighbors? 

Again, they were not even good guests.  

 

It was revealed that none of the Family Promise board 

members even live in Plainfield, let alone in the neighborhoods 

where they are proposing to bring in drug addicts, homeless, 

criminals, and other “clients.” 

 

Also mentioned at this meeting, by a local homeowner in our 

neighborhood, was the event that negatively impacted the 

owners of a local business in downtown Plainfield, who were 

the victims of a robbery committed by a Family Promise “client.” 

When this incident was mentioned in the meeting, Family 

Promise board members engaged in a painfully awkward 

minimization of the seriousness of the robbery and were clearly 

uncomfortable that it had been brought up at all. 

 



More than once, we hear some very respected long-term 

residents of the neighborhood stating they will sell their home 

and move away should Family Promise be approved to 

purchase HUPC. This is very alarming to us and many others 

in the neighborhood, and we do not want to be forced into this 

situation.  

 

The purchase of a home is the biggest investment someone 

makes in their lifetime, and our personal safety, and that of the 

neighborhood children and elderly, is invaluable. We, like so 

very many of our neighbors, continue to work hard to be good 

neighbors and keep our homes and properties well maintained, 

attractive, and safe.  

 

Family Promise’s offer to hold regular neighborhood meetings 

does not make us feel any safer, in fact it demonstrates clearly 

that Family Promise knows quite well that their presence 

decreases the safety of residential neighborhoods. We do not 

want an organization to occupy HUPC, or any other property in 

our neighborhood, that we must worry about or help manage 

by attending meetings. When we are home, we want to be at 

exactly that… home, not having to attend neighborhood 

meetings to ensure our personal safety. 

 

As a separate issue, we are concerned that a Town of 

Plainfield official, Mr. McKee, attended the meeting as a de 

facto member of the town government, and advocated on 

behalf of Family Promise against the wishes of actual Plainfield 

residents. 

 

We respectfully request that you speak with local neighbors in 

the vicinity of Family Promise’s current location on Vine Street, 

as well as local downtown business owners, before the 

upcoming meeting on November 21, 2022.  

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Larry Jones and Family 

Concerned residents  

 

  

 


