
 
 
 
 
Attn: Board of Zoning 
Town of Plainfield 
206 W. Main Street 
Plainfield, Indiana 46168 
 
November 16, 2022 
 
To the Town of Plainfield Zoning Board; 

I am writing to express my support of Family Promise of Hendricks County as they seek approval for a 
zoning variance regarding the acquisition and relocation of their Plainfield Resource Center to the 
former Hope United Presbyterian Church property located at 1331 Section Street. As a current and 
longtime resident of Plainfield, I grew up around the corner on Kentucky Avenue, where my elderly 
father still resides today, and currently am a homeowner in Plainfield, along with my husband and our 
three children. My sister and I spent many hours at Hope United riding our bikes in the parking lot and 
playing in the church yard as kids. My heart goes out to the congregation there as they cease their 
church operations. I can imagine the heartache that is felt, but also the hope that remains that their 
legacy of loving our neighbor like Christ has called us can continue. Hope United has always had an open 
door to all in our community, most recently offering meetings for boy scouts, NA, AA, and operating a 
free hygiene pantry on their property. While some in the neighborhood may not have noticed, they 
were already doing some of the work at that location that Family Promise hopes to continue and expand 
upon.  

One may struggle to believe that poverty or homelessness exist in our town, but I have seen these needs 
firsthand in residents that attend school with my children, have visited my church, or shop at the same 
grocery store as my family. My sister and her husband saw these needs a few years ago and founded My 
Daily Walk, Inc.; a shoe, coat and clothing closet located in Plainfield off Stafford Road. Volunteering 
there has been an eye-opening experience, noting the struggles that many of our neighbors confront 
while raising their families. Homelessness and struggle do not pay attention to town names, county 
lines, or corporate boundaries.  

I was able to attend both meetings offered by Family Promise at the Hope United location and have 
spoken with other neighbors of my dad in recent months. While some of the attenders at these 
meetings expressed great discontent and fear of what is to come, the reality is that Family Promise of 
Hendricks County is not new to our community. They have proven over the last several years that their 
organization serves those that need assistance in our community in a safe, respectful manner. Driving by 
their current property on North Vine Street, I have noticed that it is quiet and well maintained. Family 
Promise also has a resource center in Brownsburg at the Harris Academy, part of the Brownsburg School 
Corporation, also located near a residential area. This partnership with the town of Brownsburg shows 
me that their reputation is one that is regarded throughout Hendricks County.  



I have personally volunteered at Wheeler Mission’s Center for Women and Children, located downtown 
Indianapolis, over the last several years with a nonprofit organization called “Chicktime.” I understand 
that the way Family Promise operates is very different from a large residential shelter like Wheeler 
Mission. Family Promise has been very successful at partnering with our community’s religious, 
governmental, and public safety organizations to provide access to affordable housing, childcare, 
transportation, employment assistance and life skills to achieve stability and provide hope to residents 
of Plainfield and Hendricks County. I believe Family Promise has been a good neighbor and will continue 
to be. The meetings they have held and the changes they have discussed prove that they want to work 
with our residents and be a part of this neighborhood. As a “Community of Values,” we can’t let fear 
overshadow Family Promise of Hendricks County’s strong reputation of service and community 
involvement. I thank you for your consideration to approve the zoning variance for Family Promise.  

Kindest Regards, 

 

Brenda Jackson  
 


