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From:  Gayathri. Morampudi 
    Mass Realty LLC 

To:     John Maximuk 
  Planning & Development Director 
City of Chamblee 

Subject: Waiver Request for Chamblee Dunwoody MOB – Chamblee Dunwoody Rd 

This letter is to request a waiver per section 300-8 of the City of Chamblee UDO.  The waiver 
request is in relation to Section 320-12(a)(2) from the UDO stating “with exception of additional 
planting, buffers shall remain undisturbed.”  

This development proposes to redevelop and combine two existing residential lots to construct 
a medical office building.  After combining the two lots into one, the total site acreage is .56 acres, which 
is considered a small lot for commercial uses.  The site contains a 12-13’ drop in elevation from the road 
to the back of the property creating grading challenges to accommodate the commercial building and 
off-street parking.   

In an effort to accommodate and enhance streetscape/pedestrian facilities in both the ROW and 
private property, we are proposing to remove an existing wall and raise the site along Chamblee 
Dunwoody Rd.  This will provide a sidewalk that extends up to the building façade that include bikes 
racks, a bench, and trash receptacles.  Raising the site adjacent to the sidewalk results in having to raise 
the parking lot behind the building as well.  To meet ADA requirements, fit the required parking within 
the lot, and provide a safe experience for non-ADA visitors, the site is proposed to be raised all the way 
back into the 25’ buffer. In the location of the landscape buffer, the site is being raised roughly 5’.   

Due to the combination of the limited depth of the property and the 25’ buffer requirement in a 
shallow lot, we have proposed to install a wall, drainage features, and landscaping within this 25’ buffer.  
The encroachment of the wall within the buffer area will allow several additional drainage features to be 
installed on the property.  These drainage features include flumes that will allow water from the parking 
lot to enter the bioretention area.  The bioretention area, also within the buffer, will provide enhanced 
infiltration of water in the soils, helping to reduce the total volume of water downstream.  The 
bioretention area was designed to include an overflow weir, that will carry any overflow water into the 
detention pond. The third drainage feature proposed is a level spreader, that will convert flows from the 
outfall of the detention pond from concentrated flow to sheet flow.  The level spreader will contain rip-
rap at the downstream end, to aid in the reduction of erosion downstream.  The combination of these 
drainage features should only help to reduce the impacts of this development to the properties 
downstream.  

The wall itself is proposed to be a modular block wall at a max height of 7’.  It will be screened 
by vines or other greenery on the face of the wall.  In addition to the screening provided on the wall, 
landscaping is proposed at the bottom of the wall, mostly double rowed trees.  


