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Prescription Drug Event (PDE)

Included in this document, you will find information on the Prescription Drug Event (PDE) measures, 
which are part of CMS’s Stars Performance Program.

Medication Therapy Management (MTM) program completion 
rate – 1 weight measure

Description
n Members ages 18 and older with multiple chronic health conditions and high prescription costs 

may be enrolled in a program called the Medication Therapy Management (MTM) program. MTM is 
designed to help these members manage their prescription medications. The MTM program is in 
place to improve medication adherence and reduce the risk of adverse events.

n This includes a discussion between the patient and another qualified healthcare professional. 

n The patient receives a written summary of the conversation, including an action plan that 
recommends what the patient can do to better understand his/her medication therapy.

n Part D sponsors must, at a minimum, offer a Comprehensive Medication Review (CMR) annually for 
targeted beneficiaries and provide written summaries. A CMR involves an interactive, face-to-face or 
telehealth medication review and consultation of a patient’s medications (including prescriptions, 
over-the-counter medications, herbal therapies and dietary supplements). The summaries must 
comply with requirements as specified by CMS.
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Medication Therapy Management (MTM) program completion 
rate – 1 weight measure, continued 

Definitions  
n Members must be enrolled in the MTM program for at least 60 days during the reporting period to 

qualify for MTM.

n Targeted beneficiaries for the MTM program are enrollees who meet all the following criteria of the 
sponsor’s Part D plan:

– Have multiple chronic diseases, with three chronic diseases being the maximum number a Part D 
plan sponsor may require for targeted enrollment

– Are taking multiple Part D drugs, with eight Part D drugs being the maximum number of drugs a 
Part D plan sponsor may require as the minimum number of Part D drugs that a patient must be 
taking for targeted enrollment

– The MTM program annual cost limit is $4,696

n Sponsors are also encouraged, but not required, to offer MTM services to patients who fill at least 
one prescription for an anti-hypertensive medication to support the Million Hearts® initiatives to 
control high blood pressure and improve access and adherence to these medications.

n Only a licensed pharmacist or other qualified provider may perform MTM.

Medicare Plan Finder (MPF) price accuracy – 1 weight measure

Description

A score comparing the prices members paid for their drugs versus the drug prices that the plan 
provided on the Medicare Plan Finder (MPF) tool. The MPF is a tool to help patients find the right 
Medicare supplemental insurance and Medicare Part D Plan. 

Note: Higher scores mean the plan provided accurate prices.

Definitions
n This measure evaluates the accuracy of drug prices that are posted on the MPF tool. 
n	 The best possible accuracy index is 1. 
n	 An index of 1 means that prescription drug event (PDE) prices were not greater than MPF prices.
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Medication adherence for cholesterol (MAC) – 3 weight measure

Description

Percentage of patients 18 years of age and older who have a prescription for a statin or statin 
combination medication and who are adherent to taking their medication for 80% or more days of  
the treatment period

Medication adherence for hypertension (MAH) – 3 weight measure
Description

Percentage of patients 18 years of age and older who have a prescription for RAS antagonist medication 
and who are adherent to taking their medication for 80% or more days of the treatment period 

Medication adherence for oral diabetes medications (MAD) –  
3 weight measure

Description

Percentage of patients 18 years of age and older who have a prescription for an oral diabetes medication 
and who are adherent to taking their medication for 80% or more days of the treatment period 

 



4

Statin therapy for patients with diabetes (SUPD)  – 3 weight measure

Description

The percentages of patients 40 – 75 years of age during the calendar year with diabetes who do not 
have clinical atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease (ASCVD) and who meet the following criteria. Two 
rates are reported:

n Received statin therapy. Patients who had at least two fills of at least one statin medication of any 
intensity during the calendar year 

n Statin adherence 80%. Patients who remained on a high-intensity or moderate-intensity statin 
medication for at least 80% of the treatment period

Exclusions
n Patients who receive palliative care or hospice services anytime during the calendar year

n Patients ages 66 and older as of Dec. 31 of the calendar year who meet any of the following:

 – Enrolled in an institutional skilled nursing program (SNP) anytime during the calendar year

 – Living long term in an institution anytime during the calendar year

 – Meet criteria for frailty and advanced illness (see Appendix A)

n Patients with cardiovascular disease

n Female patients with a diagnosis of pregnancy in the calendar year or year prior

n Female patients who have had in vitro fertilization in the calendar year or year prior 

n Patients dispensed at least one prescription for clomiphene in the calendar year or year prior

n Patients who received a diagnosis of 

 – End stages renal disease (ESRD) or who are receiving dialysis during the current calendar    
 year or the year prior to the current calendar year

 – Cirrhosis during the current calendar year or the year prior to the current calendar year

 – Myalgia, myositis or rhabdomyolysis during the current calendar year
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Statin therapy for patients with diabetes (SUPD)  – 3 weight measure,  
continued   

Medications that meet the measure

High-intensity, moderate-intensity and low-intensity statin medications

Description Prescription

High-intensity statin 
therapy

n		Atorvastatin 40 – 80 mg
n		Amlodipine-atorvastatin  40 – 80 mg
n		Ezetimibe-simvastatin 80 mg
n		Rosuvastatin 20 – 40 mg
n		Simvastatin 80 mg 

Moderate-intensity 
statin therapy

n		Atorvastatin 10 – 20 mg
n		Amlodipine-atorvastatin 10 – 20 mg
n		Ezetimibe-simvastatin 20 – 40 mg
n		Fluvastatin 40 – 80 mg 
n		Lovastatin 40 mg
n		Rosuvastatin 5 – 10 mg
n		Pitavastatin 1 – 4 mg 
n		Pravastatin 40 – 80 mg
n		Simvastatin 20 – 40 mg

Low-intensity statin 
therapy

n		Ezetimibe-simvastatin 10 mg
n		Fluvastatin 20 mg 
n		Lovastatin 10 – 20 mg  
n		Pravastatin 10 – 20 mg 
n		Simvastatin 5 – 10 mg  
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Appendix A – Advancing Illness and Frailty
Many HEDIS measures have a required exclusion for patients who have both advanced illness and 
frailty. A few measures have a required exclusion if the patient has only a diagnosis of frailty without 
advanced illness. The following information was added to the Toolkit to help you become acquainted 
with some of the medical diagnoses and equipment that qualify patients for these exclusions.

Advanced illness and frailty: Patients with an advanced illness and frailty must have at least one of the 
following during the current calendar year or the year prior to the current calendar year (count services 
that occur over both years):
n	 At least two outpatient visits, observation visits, ED visits, or non-acute inpatient encounters or stays 

on different dates of service, with an advanced illness diagnosis. Visit type need not be the same for 
the two visits. Telephone, e-visits and virtual check-in visits count toward this measure.

n	 At least one acute inpatient encounter with advanced illness diagnosis
n	 At least one claim/encounter for frailty (must be during the current calendar year)
n	 A dispensed dementia medication from the following list:

Dementia medications

Description Prescription

Cholinesterase inhibitors n Donepezil 
n Galantamine 
n Rivastigmine 

Miscellaneous central nervous 
system agents

n Donepezil-memantine
n Memantine 

Patients with advanced illness can have one or more diseases and/or conditions. The full list of 
conditions is too lengthy to print in this document; however, some common diagnoses include:
n	 Cardiac disease: I09.81, I11.0 to I13.2, I50.1 to I50.43, I50.810 to I50.814. I50.82 to I50.84 

I50.89 
n	 Chronic kidney disease: N18.5, N18.6
n	 Dementia: F01.50 to F04, F10.27, F10.96 to F10.97, G10, G12.21, G30.0, G30.1, G30.8, G30.9, 

G31.01, G31.09, G31.83
n	 Hepatic disease: K70.10 to K70.41, K70.9, K74.0, K74.00, K74.01-.02, K74.1-.2, K74.4-.5, 

K74.60, K74.69
n	 Malignant neoplasm: C25.0 to C25.4, C25.7 to C25.9, C71.9, C77.0 to C77.5, C77.8 to C78.89, 

C79.00 to C79.49, C91.00 to C94.32
n	 Parkinson’s disease: G20
n	 Pulmonary disease: J43.0 to J43.9, J68.4, J84.10, J84.112, J84.17, J96.10 to J96.22, J96.90 to 

J96.92, J98.2, J98.3
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Appendix A – Advancing Illness and Frailty, continued

Frailty: Patients with frailty may have certain medical conditions (such as muscle weakness or 
pressure ulcers), fell and sustained injury or require the assistance of durable medical equipment 
such as oxygen or a wheelchair. Examples of common frailty diagnoses include:
n	 Use of a cane: E0100
n	 Use of a walker: E0130, E0135, E0140-41, E0143-44, E1047-49 
n	 Use of a commode: E0163, E0165, E0167-68, E0170-71
n	 Use of a hospital bed: E0250, E0251, E0255-56, E0260-61, E0265-66, E0270, E2090-97, E0301-04
n	 Use of oxygen or other respiratory equipment: E0424-25, E0430-31, E0433-35, E0439-44, E0465-

66, E0470-72, E0561-62, Z99.81, Z99.11

• Use of a wheelchair: E1130, E1140, E1150, E1160-61, E1240, E1260, E1270, E1280, E1285, 
E1290, E1295 to E1298, Z99.3

• Skilled nursing services: G0162, G0299, G0300, G0493, G0494, S0271, S0311, S9123, S9124, 
Pressure ulcers – L89.119, L89.139, L89.149, L89.159, L89.209, L89.309, L89.899, L89.90

• Muscle weakness and difficulty walking: M62.81, M62.84, R26.0, R26.81, R26.2, R26.89, R26.9

• Falling and injury from falls: W01.0XXA, W01.0XXD, W01.0XXS, W01.10XA, W01.10XD, W01.110A, 
W01.110D, W01.110S, W01.11A, W01.111D, W01.111S, W01.118A, W01.118D, W01.118S, 
W01.119A, W01.119D, W01.119S, W01.190A, W01.190D, W01.190S, W01.198A, W01.198D, 
W01.198S, W06.XXXA, W06.XXXD, W07.XXXA, W07.XXXD, W10.XXXS, W10.1XXA, W10.1XXD, 
W10.2XXA, W10.2XXD, W10.2XXS, W10.8XXS, W10.8XXD, W10.9XXA, W10.9XXD, W10.9XXS, 
W18.00XA, W18.00XD, W18.00XS, W18.02XA, W18.02XD, W18.02XS, W18.09XA, W18.09XD, 
W18.09XS, W18.11XA, W18.11XD, W18.11XS, W18.12XA,W18.12XD, W18.12XS, W18.2XXS, 
W18.3XA, W18.3XD, W18.3XS, W18.31XA, W18.31XD, W18.31XS, W18.39XA, W18.39XD, 
W18.39XS, W19.XXXA, W19.XXXD, W19.XXXS, Z91.81
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