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OUR FILE No .100O/138 

YOUR FILE NO. 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN AFFAIRS AND NATIONAL RESOURCES 

NORTHERN ADMINISTRATION BRANCH OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

• 

P.E. Moore, Esq. , M.D., D.P.H., 
Director, 
Medical Services, 

Ottawa, 23 January, 1963 • 

• 
Department of National Health and Welfare, 
0 TT AW A. 

Dear Dr. Moore: 

I attach a copy of a memorandum sent in by our Area 
Administrator at Igloolik, N.W.T., asking that a nursing station be 
provided in that settlement. 

A nursing station had been planned for Igl oolik in 1963-64. 

The cost of this station would be met almost entirely from Federal 
funds and like many other projects may be deferred. Will you 
please let me know what your present planning on this station is so 
that I can advise our District Administrator. 

Yours sincerely, 

c Cu,1,lteµ, 
B.G. Sivertz, 

g irector. 
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Mr. B.o. Sinrtz, 
Director, 
Northern Administration anch, 
Department ot orthern Affair• & 

National. Resources, 
Kent-Albert Building, 
<JrTJ;. A. 

Dear Mr. Si vertz, 

ort'AHA h, 30 January 1963 .• 

Heal th Services at Igloollk 1 i .w. T. 

Thank you ror your letter dated 23 JanW117 1963, enquir­
ing about a nureint: etation at Igloolik. We ahllll pass on the 
figm'es prOYided by Mr. A.P. Wight to our Regional Superintendent, 
Dr. J.U. Wiebe. 

The Health Services Plan, B.W.T. 1962-67 (Revi8ed) pro­
n.des for the construction of a health station at Igloollk, not a 
nursing station. The former t.ype ol health :tacil:ity i• defined 1n 
paragraph 25 and Note (a), Appendix C ot the Plan. The latter is 
defined in paragraph 21 or the Plan. The former ia really a "short 
■tay cabin•, £or a visiting nurse to use for a rev daya or tor an 
ecergencypatient to be bedded down until transportation out can 
be arranged. The latter or courae ia more like a •all "cotwge 
hospital". 1'he !'armer costs 12,000 to build, the latter fr011 
$501000 to 120,000, depending on location. Operating the fOJ'Ml' 
coats about 2,600 a year. Operating the latter coats $36,000 a 
year. 

It ia not impossible, or course, to arrange for a nuraing 
station to be built at Igloolik,. but it would be neceaNey' to make 
a sacri!ice aoanhere else to do 110 within the terlla or the Federal.­
Territorial Financial Agreement. Tbeoretical.17 it could be done,. I 
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• Mr. B.G. Sivert.a -2-

suppose, it the Territorial Council were to vote special tunda for 
its ahare, outside of the :financial limitations ot the Health 
Services Plan. 

I assume that, if you feel there 111 a high priority re­
quirement tor a nuraing station at. Igloolllc, you v1ll aake formal 
repreuentatione tot.hi■ erreot, indicating the willingneaa or the 
Territorial J.c:in1n1etration to thare both in the capital and in the 
operating and maintenance coets. 

cca Reg. Supt. Eastern Region. 
bb 

P. E. Moo , ;.D.,D.P.H., 
Director, Hedical Service•. 
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Rev. R. Harambu.ru, O.M. I . 
Curate of t he Hudson :Bay Missions , 
R. C.Mission , 
CHURCHILL, Y.an. 

Reverend Fatheri 

/b()O -/- J=.,S:-

l.50-l-E6(E70) 

Kenson Building , 
2JJ Uetcalfe Stree t, 
OTTAWA 4 , Ontario . 

2J April , 1964 

I must first apologize fort~ delay in replying to 
your l etter . Secondly , one would be remiss if one did not record 
apprec i ation for the many services provided by you and your staff through 
the years . 

I understand your uncertainty as to why the nursing 
st a tion w~s built near the air bas e inste ad of at t h village of Igloolik. 
You will r ecall t hat in 1956 and 1957 th e Dew Line developnent was proceeding 
r apidly and the best advice that could be obtained indic ate d th at a substantial 
settlement would develop near the Foxe Base and tha t in fact the bulk of 
the Eskimo population would migrat e as they had done in a number of other 
plcces . So cert ai n di d this develop ment appear th a t a nospital was actuolly 
built , there being evidence that th is point would become the cross roads of 
arctic air travel . You will r cull th ~t the hospital itself burned ear ly in 
i ts career and t he nur ses residence was convert ed into the pres ent nursing 
station . 

Of the popul a tion served by this nursing sta tion 
approximately 120 l ive a t the airb ase or in camps south of here . Of th e 
remaining J50 Eskimos in t he area appro :x.ima tely 100 ( mor e or l ess) live 
permanently at Igloolik . The bal ance of 250 or so live in camps on the 
northern tip of th e Melville Peninsula or the southern coas t of Baffin Island . 

You can therefore understand t ha t it would be dif f icult to 
justify a second nursing station at Igloolik as lon g as the pres ent one at 
Foxe is in operution . Because it is at the centre of communic t ions , there can 
be no thought of closi ng it down. 
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Therefore, we have had to plan in a sli&h tly differ ent direction . 
L s t year we sent t o I8loolik a cabin to be ueed by our sta!'f when 
visi tina Igloolik and for v r:, sick ra ti cnta who could be held there 
until help arriTea . This may be considered ae the f i ret step in the 
clevelop ent of an or gan ized heal th progr am a t Igloolik . We hope , as 
soon ae suitable staf f is ava ilable , to base nurse at Igloolik on 
a visiting basia at least. It ia impossible t o predict whnt th e ultimate 
development will be ae this will depmd upon the population permanently 
baaed at Isloolik . 

I trust t hnt the above will , to aome degree, expl ai n the situation in 
the Foxe-I gloolik re • It r ED.aina under constant study in an effort to 
improve it . 

In the meantime we wish to thank your represe nta tive at Igloolik , 
F ther Foumierfor hie services . .la oon as it is pos s ible ve will advise 
who will talce over responsibiliti es ·mat he has carried so vell . 

Should you c.eain find yourself' in Ot ta,.,. , pl ens e make a point or 
vieitin ~ my office so th ~t together with my atatr we oan dis cuss thie 
problem of mutual intere s t . 

With kind.e t p~reona l regards, 

c . c . Director 
o. c . Zone Supt . ,Eaet ern retie 

JfIWact 

Yours ve2[}/ruly , 

J . H. Al .D. ,1 . P. H. 
Regiona l Suuerin t enden t , 

e tern Region , tredic l Sen- icos . 



<'tit Director, Medical Services. 

Ur . R. L . KenrEdy, 
Administrator of the .Arctic , 
Dept . or l orthem Affairs 
and 11at1onal Resources , 
Blackburn Building , 
Ottawa, Ontario . 
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Our File: 1 1- 6 (E96) 

Kenson Building , 
233 ~tcalfe Street , 
OTTAWA 4, Ontario. 
1; June 1964. 

Re: fedical Services - Igloolik 1 N •" • T. 

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 

As I am sure you arc aware , :we have been concerned tor so o 
tinE regarding the provi.Dion of dical services to the Igloolik area . 
The a~unt o:f care apparently required, the considerable load which devolved 
on the D.N.! . teachers , and the recent resignation of our lay dispenser , 
Father Fournier , have increased the importance of reaching a practical 
solution 1n the near future . 

Depending upon th availability of nursing personnel 
and other factors including cli.l!latic conditions , we are contemplating putting 
a female single nurse into Igloolik on a provisional basis to provide some 
continuity 1n edical care and supervision and, nt the same time , assess the 
situation at first bnnd ith rega to cont,inuin& need . 

The heal th station which was erected by nati vo help 1n 1963 
is reported by our sta!f to be inadequate for use for accom:nodation . e 
vould like to ask 1.£ you could sccurs fro your Area Administrator information 

s to the availability of living accolD'llOdation at this settlement and 
when and for ho~ long this would be available. 

l-!e would also appreciate this o fleer • suggestions or 
reco endations with regard to the appointm3nt of a lay dispenser vho W'Ould 
bo able to handle any urgent problems in th interval before the arrival 
of our nurse . The urse-in-Charge, Foxe Nursing Station , has taken over the 
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drugs and supplies from th tor er lay diepcns r would certainly be 
in a position to smooth over the transition period £or the new dispens r . 

In closing , it is only fair to say that m cannot b too 
opM.mistic about oiit,t1ng nurse into Igloolik before l Septe?!lb r 1964 since 
this location will require a nurs reasonably oxperionced in field work . 
e dless ~ eoy, these oxporienc d nureo are in hort supply and, t the 

sent t , u do mt have nyonc who would be -:v ilable for :mdiate 
aoaie,nment. 

Sincerely youro, o .. n -. .... , -,._, • . 

. c. G. RANo. MD. 
J . H. i'iebe , M.D., H •• ff ., 
Regional Super intonderit, 

otern ec1<>n, 

o .c . Dh'ector , tedical SerTi.ces . 

c .c . Frobisher Bay ncral Hospital. 

cal Services . 

r\ 
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1.one Superintendent , 
Eastern Arctic Zono. 

~dica.l Services - lgloolik 1 N., .'r . 

l00~1-E6 (E98) 

12 June 1964 

A meeting was held this morning with Dr . iebe, Usa 1.cDonald, '1nd 
the undorsigned , to diecuss the ituation 1n the imtediate future 1th regard 
to the provision of mdical supervision at Igloolik . It was mted that , 
effective l y 1964, the Roman Catholic tissional"); Father Fournier , was no 
longer acceptµig respontJibi.lity as lay dispenser• 

It :was also brought out., foll.owine a telephone discussion with 
Dr . Brett , that soM local ~bitarita were writing to 1:he fcmber of Parliament , 
Kr . Rheamoo, regarding alle#ged backward conditions 1n the ·Igloolik area . 
Since agree nt had previously beon reached that this was a sensitive area 
which needed prompt attention , it was felt thnt it ~uld be desirable to have 
this put into effect as soon as possible and preterably before the tter was 
brougb,t to a head poblic~).ly . · , 

1'he principal quest.ions to be considered 1n this connection ould 
aeea to be as follows: 

1. The presence or a continuing need for a .fnl.1- tim nurse at this location . 

2. Appropriate living acco ::x,d tion and proper working area at th site . 

). 'l'bc question of UJ!line the an-ivnl of ny staff mber with relation to 
break-up . 

4. vallabllity of staff' ithin th Region for this location . 

It was agreed that ,, when the cl tie conditions nd the personnel 
11ituation were favourable , wo would put. in a nurse, i-1itially on a te porary 
basis . .Accolll!'llOciation will have to be available ;1n the settlement nnd the length 
of stay 1ould depend upon the nurse •s appraisal o! the situation following 
observation . A letter was to be written inlllediately to the Administrator or 
the Arctic reqoosting information trom the Area Administrator 1th regard to 
living acco odation and a possible te!!iporaey lay di penser lmtil t1e aro able 
to put, a nurse into the area . 
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The question of the amount of accommodation available in the 
s ttle:nent was raie d and note was de of th new building which 1G being 
erected for the R.c .M.P. 

Subseq nt -to thio ctinc, it was learnod from Dr . Brett that MiEa 
Charchidi, a nurse t Frobisher Bay Gen Hospital , was pro red to go into 
Igloolik following so:ne annual leave . She apparently is oraewhat unha py in 
hospital ~cticc nd h ce vould b leavin6 robisher y at her own r quest 
in the near ruture . tie uggeated that , unl.es he heard further t'ro:i this 
offic • he would allow fies Charchidi to proc ad with her plans to come out 
on Tuesday, 16 June 1964 for a couple nths nnnml leave . It was sueeested 
that she might find it conv nient to return to the Hall Beac Igloolik nrea 
in' t.1.m to ny in with Colo 1 Beswick on or about 17 Au ust 1961' with the 
R. C. -t.P. aircraft . Dr . Brott ptated that he would have U.ss Charchidi eet 
in touch 'With Miss lcDonald on h~r arrival 1n the south with regard to 
future plans . 

CGR/llll!ll!l 

c . c . E7o<-­
E72 

~ioh<t ~g11e<1 ol' 

C. G. RAND. M.D. 

C. o. Rand, M.D. 
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TO 
A Director 
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I CLASSIFICATION 

YOUR FILE No. 
Votre dossier 

OUR FILE No. 
Noire dossier 

100-l-E6 
150-l-E6(E70) 

FROM Regional Superintendent, 
0eEastem Region. 

DATE 18 June,1964 

susJECT Medical Services, Igloolik, N. w. T. 
Sujet 

JHW:cf 

The attached copy of a memorandum to file from 
the Zone Superintendent, Eastern Arctic Zone, records some of the 
attitudes held by officers of Eastern Region respecting the increase 
of medical services at Igloolik. 

Should representations be made to the Directorate at the 
political (or other) level, cognizance may be taken of the 
following facts, 

1. The need for a part-time nurse at least at 
Igloolik has been recognized for several 
years. It haff'~n physically possible to 
provide such part-time service out of Foxe 
Nursing Station. Transport is simply not 
available. Only when an airstrip is developed 
at Igloolik will the problem of transportation 
have been solved. 

2. It has been impossible to find staff for Igloolik. 
Even our public health nursing positions at 
Frobisher Bay have been vacant almost continuously 
for the past two yeers. Intermittent filling in by 
non-trained personnel has been the order of the day. 

J. We have a prospect. v~ 
J. H. Wiebe ,M. D. ,M. P.H. 

CGSB- 6GP22a PP&S Cot. No. 3591 
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MEMORANDUM 

Miss Bea Prindiville. 

PRrlia~entary Secretary. 

Nursing Station, 
Ie:.1.oolik, N. \. T. 

I o<JO-/- £,S-

I CLASSIFICATION 

YOUR FILE No. 
Votre douier 

OUR FILE No . 
Notre dossier 

DATE June 25, 1464. 

Attacned is photostat copy of letter from 

Mr. Rheaume, M.r. 

Would you please have the Department prepare 

a letter for my signature. 

Parliamentary Secretary. 

CGSl-6GP22a PP&S Cal. No. 3588 
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House of Commons 
Canada 

Ottawa, Ontario, 
June 22, 1964. 

:Ionorable Judy Lal✓.arsh, 

I-:inister of National Health & ·t1elfare, 
House of Commons, 
O'lTAWA, Ontario. 

Dear Miss LaJ•1arsh: 

Re: Nursing Station, 
Igloolik 1 N.W.T. 

I am enclosing a copy of a telegram I 
received from the people of Igloolik, N.W.T. 
about their urgent need for the services of a 
nurse in their community. I have already discussed 
this case by telephone with your uoctor Butler 
who assures me that the matter is being looked into 
and that there is a good prospect of having a nurse 
in Igloolik by August. 

The basic problem seems to be lack of 
housing for a nurse and I have just been adviced 
that accommodation through the Department of 
Northern Affairs will not be available as had been 
hoped. In the telegram, however, Mr. Cumming 
(Hudson's Bay Company manager) and Rev. Nashook 
indicate that other accommodation may be available. 

I sincerely hope you will keep this urgent 
matter in mind. I need add nothing to the details 
provided in the telegram which states the case p:::...ainly 
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and completely. I would be pleased to have 
confirmation from your office that the matter 
will be resolved in accordance with the wishes 
of the people of Igloolik. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gene Rheaume, M. P., 
Northwest Territories. 
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June 22nd. 
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PLEASE RETURN TO DIRECTCR, MEDICAL SERVICES, 
WHm SIGNED. 
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Reeional Superintendent , 
Eastern Rogion , 
Kenson Building , 
Ottawa , Ontario 
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Medical Services Nov.20,1964-

Nursing Services - Igloolik , N. ~.T. 

Attached is a copy of n letter I have 
received from Mr. Gene Rheaur:ie, , • P . , which is 
eelf - explanatory . 

I think you should include Igloolik in 
your next Estimates and in the meqntime make an 
effort to got a nurse in there as soon and as often 
as is practical . 

P. E. Moore , M.D. , D.P .H. 
Director . 



Dr . P. E . Moore , 
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~ Cy 

Hou se of' C o mmon s 
Can a d a 

ON 

FILE,~) 

Ottawa , Ontario , 
November 19 , 1964 . 

Di re ctor , Medical Ser vic es , 
Department of National Health 

and Welfare , 
Ottawa , Ontario . 

Dear Dr . Moor e : 

Re: Nursing Services - Igloolik , N. W.T . 

~oo -l-Xo7-
1:2s -/-X()74 

This l etter is to confirm the discussions we 
he ld in Fr obisher Bay the other day abou t the urgen t 
r equirement for the peo ple at Igloolik to have the 
services of a nurse in their cormnunity . As you know , 
at the present time the nur sing stat ion is located at 
Hall Beach , the main DEWLINE site , some 60 mi les by land 
from the Eskimo settlement at Igloolik . There are approxi­
mately two hundred people at Igloolik right now and another 
two hundred living in camps trading into the Post at Igloolik . 
I understand tjlat the Departm en t of North ern Affairs also 
ope rates a Hoste l containing approximately twenty school 
ch ildren from other parts of the area. Unfortunate ly, the 
Esk imo sett lem ent has no airstrip so that it is not possible 
in real emer gencies to get to the nursing station at Hall 
Beach or for the nurses to ge t to them. 

The long range solution is to build a nursing 
stat ion in th e Esk imo set tlement where it perhaps shou l d 
have been built in the first place . On the basis of our 
discuss ions in Frobishe r Bay, it is ~y understanding that 
your Northern Health Services Agency is prepared to give 
this location priority and that the nursing station will 
be built ~t Igloolik as soon as steps can be tak en to do 
so . 
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It is also my understanding that in the meantime 
your off i cials will try tc arrange to have a nurse or 
nurses go into I g l oo l ik for 4 period of several weeks at 
a t ime to meet soMe of the health needs of these people . 
I believe I mentioned to you that the sett l ement is prepa r ed 
to assure suitab l e accommodation for any nurse who might be 
ab l e to serve in this temporary sort of arrangement . 

I know how difficult it is to obtain nursing 
staff for pl a~es such as these and I know too that your 
Department has many other priorities to meet . I a l so 
know how anxious the peop l e of I g l oo li k are to not be 
precarious l y i solated from health services as they are now . 
I would very much appreciate oeing kept advised of any 
arrangements your Department might be able to make . 

Yours s i ncere l y , 

Gene Rheaume , M. P., 
Northwest Territories . 



Dear ~i.r. Rheaume: 

Ottawa 3 , Ontario 
November 20 , 1964 

Thank you for your letter confirming our 
conversation regarding the nursing situation at Igloolik . 

, 1e will endeavour to get construction started as soon as 
possible , but it probably will not be until the ~ummer 
of •66 . In the meantime if we can locate a nurse and 
get her in there for a few weeks at a time we shall do 
so . Travel conditions , as you know, are very difficult . 

Yours very truly , 

Mr. Gene Rheaume, H. P. 
House of Commons, 
Ottawa 

P . E . Moo e , .J ., D. P .H. 
Director , 
Medical Services . 
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