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the famtily's bag of flour snd all the other items thot take up "alr space”

in the average Zskimo "home").

One hears eriticisms that the Fsldmo would not use a

larger house and aould mot heat 4t if he had one., Yot one can see twe snd
thres roomed "houses® of wood ond eanvas egcunied by ‘skimos at Tuktoyaktuk,
Clyde River, Frobisher Aay and Tesolute Bay. There is ample evidence te

prove that, where the Cokimo has been sble to get the materials, he has bullt
houses containing more than one room and more thanm 256 square feet (the winiwam
area of the *rigid frame house®).

Samitaiion and Pecacnal Ricnity:

Yhether wa like to admit it or not, persocnmal gleanliness
and fresdom from noticeadle body odour have beoome status symbols in our
sosiety, DBroedlly speaking, Canadiams may bs divided inte those vho sswll and
those whio do not smell ~. those who have the means and the imovlsdge to use

soap and deodorsnts (the white eollar "oless® snd most of the labouring "class® ~-

after 6 p.x.) snd those who camot obtain a bath or showar without great
diffioulty ar expenss o who do not realire how important bathing snd deocderants
are to joh-getting and job-keeping. To the average Canadisn the importance of
not smelling (emcept to his dog) has besn magnified out of all prepertion,
through the insidious prepaganda ef the occsmetis industry, to the point where
a wan capmot stand with dignity smongst his fellows if he swells of sweat,

The Canadisn adolescent s becoming acutely minre of the
Amportsnee of looking olesn and smelling sweet or not smelling st all. This

status syshol 19 glorified for its own soke in advertisements, in the movies
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and even in school health textbooks. Perhaps one of the reasons young Canadians
seem to prefer urban to rural living is because closs proximity housing provides
the netessary sanitary facilities at a winiwam of expense, for use with a

miniwum of effort. In our towns and eities the day when a bath every Saturday
night was all that middle class soclety demanded is nesrly gonme. To hold up one's
head and look people in the eys the daily bath or shower is now essential.

The Eskimo male who does not bathe is still a man amomgst
mn, His ays 1s olear, his head is high and his dignity remains intact, even
if he sometimes smells. So long as he remains with his own pecple and they
all smell togethsr, this state of dignity will remain. Bat is he not already
rogarded by visitors to this tent with pity as one of the last remmant of
"the great wmrashsd"? Is it not partly on the basis of his lack of sanitary
facilities and kmowledge of persomal hygiems that most Canadians -- shame-
facedly perhaps - would have to admit that they think of him (if they think
of him at all) as a "second class eitizen®™t And yet it 1s instructive to
obssrve how readily those Eskimos who have been brought to Southern Canada for
mediocsl treatment, aducation or employment have taken to bsthing, ¢lean eleothes
and deederants. It would be interesting te find out whether or not any of those
whe have returned to the old ways ever miss the hot and cold rumning water and
the fesling of almost tetsl immersion in soap suds,

Another status symbel is the flush teilet. OCanadisns may
be divided inte these who sit on flush toilets and those who put up with
"shemiesl® (1) tedlets or the eld fashioned pdt privy, When you have hot and

celd rumwing water, a washing machine and a flush tollst in your home you have
arrived, Anything less puts you into Class B right away.
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The Zsidmo's world is changing. Over 700 have come to
Frobisher Bay, to live alongside the white men and wateh his wayw. The
Eskimo is starting to compete for jobs with his white fellow Canadiame. Is
he gaing o be able to crees this sanitsry stetus barrier umless he is pro-
vided with faellities for glesnliness, lsundering of clothes and for the
disposel of exoreta equal to those availadbls to his white fellow Canedisnt
And ean one axpest ss many of his shildren te survive and grow up feeling
equal to their white fellovs wnless adequate ssnitary facilities are provided
in their howes? Only northern sehool teachers and marses veslly appreciate
the degres to which ocur northern pative children sre sfflicted Yy skin dlsease
and head li0e,

3urely in plamning s housing pregram for Zekimos {(and
for Indians and wetis), 1t 1= not emough merely to provide wvarmth and shelter,
There mst be encugh speoe for sleeping, foed preparation and oecking, eating
snd resreation. There must be privagy for adults and especislly fer esdolescents
(partionlerly those who need peace and quiet to study). It is no use saying
that the Bsiinc adolescent is quite aecusiomed to dressing and undressing snd
sleeping in the same roam with his parents and his younger Ywothsre and sisters.
This may still be frue in 1960 but it is dowbtful thet it will be true for very
wach looger in Frobisher Bay, Aklavik or evem Rankin Inlet. Plsnning s housing
program takes time and it is sugge~ted that be ore a progras plamned in 1960
coxld be put into of”set (say over a five year perded), many Zsidmo families
will imow about end want to have tha same standards of living, of privacy, of

sanitstion and of decency that most other Canadisme regard as vital to their
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dignity and wvay of 1life.

D Philosechy of Attack on the Problams of Cost:

All this 19 very well, but how acen typlosl Cansdian housing,
oven Wy ruval standards in the south, be made avallahble to northerm peeple who
have scarcely any momey to pey for it? HNow eould it be provided free or hesvily
sibsidised without setting dangerous presedents and "spoiling® the reciplients
of sueh benefits? BEven if the gapital eests were met, how would the heusing be
heated, lighted and kept im repairt?

It 4is true that the rverage Camadiasn oitirzen owns his owm
home or is in process of adquiring it and this means o detached house with
several rooms, with hot and 0old rumning water, s flush tollet, a separate
kitehen, living roem and sleeping acoommedation sufficient te allew the adulte
teo slsep spart from the children and usaally the males from the females, However,
there are many Csmadians living in urban srean vho have been foroed te live in
semi-detached, rew housing er in spartments. Apertment house living is becoming
quite ooamon, The same is true in other countries snd there is ample evidence
in other sountriss to show that one of the ways to provide low sost housing in
quantily is by apartment styls housing.

It was noted 2t the last meeting of the Eskime Affalrs
Committes {1960) that the EZskimos present rejected the ides of living in apart.
ments, That is all very fine if they amn afford detached houses. Obviocualy
the average first elaas Canadimm oitizen, given the means, would prefer his om
dotadbed house stamding in its owm grounds., But beggars cannet be cheosers.

Mamy first oless Canadiane have found cut that they must compromise te live
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within their means. Perhaps the Eskimo, 1f he were to see 2 typioal middle
Anecome level apartment in southerm Camads would slse be willing te cempromise.
Nas he ever been givea the eshsnece to deeide? The "rigid frasw house® may he
» miniature "detached house standing in its owm grounds®, but it 1s a poor
imitstion ef the resl thing.

The average first class Cevadisn eitirem tries te Iy
his own home. The nermal thing in Csnada is to buy rather than te zant. 3Some-
how renting seems to be regarded with mild scorm, Mut is this a good reascn
for desiding that the Zokimos must Duy their houses? It vas pointed out at
the Eskime Affairs Committee (1960) that one of the ressons the "rigid frame
houss” sests the Caiimo so mush is that Lt must be peid for within tem years,
Row many other Canadians pay for thelr houses in ten ywars?! Would it wot de
better te desimn s house for Eskimos providing more space plus essential
sanitary fasilities, built soundly encugh to stand an amortiastion plan cevering
20, 30 or even 50 yoars?

This is eosier said than done, particularly wvith respect to
the provisien of sdequate sanitary facilities. Probably en a “"detached hewse"
basis, it 19 impessible within what the average Eskime femily will be wble to
poy for some time to come, Many metis and whites would not be adle to affard
to bay sweh a house cutright (in the Nortlwest Territoriss) and vhat ecepany
would lend the money on a 20 or 30 yesr mortgagel

A further point is that the detsched house with a2l four
of its wvalle and itz roof expased to the weathar is surely the most expsnaive

type of house to hest, other things such as sire and insuletion valuss being
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oqual. The apartment house, on the other hand, brings wany of the benefits

of urban close proximity housing such as shared utility services and lower
heating costs per cubdie foot, snd may even eest 1ittle more per eubdds feot to
build, Lif earefully designed. But spartwsnts ere uruslly remiad wet sold. Is
this vhy we sesm to have shied sway from a oareful exsmination of this approsch
to the Xgkino housing problem? Renting i5 perfeetly respectabls in memy perts
of the world, partievliarly for poorer sitirems. It eculd be respeatabls in the
north for the Eakimo Af we make it so. Nsarly all civil servants working in
the north rent their homes, Why should not the Fskime dp the seme?

Exenasal:

It is suggested that a careful sxaminstion should be made
of the eosts of ereeting and maintaining spartment type housing dleoeks in
northarn settlements, for rent to any family, native or white, self-employed,
ecmpany-enployed or Government-smplayed., To give them a chance to enjoy
better housing and in partisular modern sanitary facilities, %skimos, Indiens,
and metis unable to afford the remt for a whole spartment would he permitted to
forn "syndicates® of several families, each "syndicate" renting s whole apert-
ment, eagh family in the "syndicsts® ocouwpying ome or more rooms sceording to
its contribation towards the remt. Rents for individusl roams would he fixed
by the renting agenoy and eecupsncy would be subjeot to the serutiny of welfare
and health offisers to prevent groes overcrowding.
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A suggestsd design for such an spartment house complex 1s
attached, Apartmsnt "A" is labelled as if occupied by a "syndicste® of families,
sharing the modern bathroom and kitchen, Apartmsnt ¥3% ia labelled as if
ocacupled by a single family (which cculd be Eskimo, Indian, metis or white,
providing it could afford the rent).

The features of this apertment house complex are as
follows:

(a) It consists of twelve thres-bedrocm spartmmmts
arranged in thres bloocke of four, two storeys,
with two spartments belov and two above, In
some aress bassmsuts eould be provided.

{b) All twslve apartmmmts are served by a centrally
loeated wtility building providing heatineg, eleotrie
poster, & water supply system, hot water supply,
laundry and werkshop. S3Services pass teo the spart-
ment bloeks in wtui{{m under eonmecting passsge-
ways, Where basemsnts cannot be provided, waste
water holding tanks would have to be added to the
utility building.

{(e) The spartment bloeks are spaced so as to minimi-e
the spread of fire from one hlock te snother or from
the utility bullding. All ceoking, lighting and other
services in the spartment blecks would be by electrielty,
Primus stoves, gasoline lanterms and the mes) oil lamp
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(vi1) Plenty of cleset space built in,
Capital coests of such an apartment hounse camplex are
estimated as follows:.

Bach apartment bloek (4 apartments, including hallways

and allowing 25 ft. total height of two storeys) == 100,000 eubic ft,
Three bleocks ’ — 300,000 cubic ft,
Utility serviees building (15 f£t, in height) - 36,000 eubic ft.
Allowances for passageways and utilidors -— 9,000
Total cubic eapacity of complax - 345,000 oubis ft.
Assaming $1.20/eubie ft. for construction at average
northern settlement, capital sost of cemplex - $414,000
Cost for each apartwent - $34,500

Assuming that this eapital ecost could be amertised
through a Housing Authority, without interest or
with interest rates carried aze a subsidy, over a
poried of 50 years, amual repaywsnut would be
only

Assuming anmaal servising and maintenance costs of $600

Betimated total anmusl rent per apartment of $1,290,
or a monthly rental of - $107.50

As that a "syndieate™ rented a whole apartment
foar $107.50 per momth, rentals for individusl
rooms to families making up the "syndicate™ would
be estimated as fellows:-

Aregs of two mmaller bedrooms, each 192 sq, ft., beth - 384 3q. ft.
Area of master bedreom - 207 sq. ft.
Arsa of living-dining reom - 47 sq. ft,
Totsl rentable space, assuming that v
bathroom, kiteshen, hallways are axcluded
because they ere shared, - 1,062 sq. ft.

1,062 sq. ft. rents at $107.50/month or 10.12 cenis /aq. ft.
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Therefore,
-cne of the small bedrooms should therefors rent fer --$19.43/month
<master bedroom should therefors remt for ~$20,95 /month
<living.dining. room should therafers rent for ~=$i7 .67 [month

Ineluded in this rent would be ths shared use of
the bathroom, kitehen, hallways, and the use of
one hall eloset

Zrinainlas
Iya Canadian Fents or Duva vhat He Can Afford:
Let us apply at this polnt the principle that the first
¢lass Canadion citizen rents or buys vhat he san afford in order to put a
roof over the heads of his fomily., The affluent Canadian owns his own ten
room house on Island Park Drive. The wmerried Canadian young man delivering
coal may rent only one room in an urban boarding house, There are plenty of
Camadian eouples in Toronto and Montreal housskeeping in single rooms.
Other Camadians eocupy »ll types of sacemmedation in bstween these two
axtremss. Rents or mortgage payments muy range from $250.00 to §350,00 for
the plush spertment or fipe multiroowsd houss to rents in the elty as low as
$5.00 3 week for a misersbly small room without any special amsmities,
Surely the Eskimo ean be 2 first olsss citirem and etill
4t into sach a seale. If he has the necessary $107.50 to rent a vhols
apartment in the apartment house sowplex deseribed above, be@ause he happens
to be vorking as a skilled bulldozer operator at Frobisher Bay, for example,
so much the bhetter. Mowever, if he is employed only part time or even hunts

. and traps for a living, let him rent a single bedroom for $19.53 s month,




«19-

Bis dogs aoculd be aeccmmodated im & segtion of s Steloo fenced sompeund,
e equivalent of the southern “garege”, and be aculd be oharged an extra
$2.00 & month for this privilsge., He sould go on hunting trips for days
at a time, kmowing that his vife md ehildren were warm and sefe, his
ehildren geing to the lesal schecl. Yhile away he would wee 3 temt o
s0w house ~ a fine place for an adult hunter in good heslth but deeth
to smsll bables.

Acroes the hall from s "sgmdieate® of Eskimo families
renting su spartmeat, there ¢culd be a white teacher avd his feamdly,
renting a whole apasrtment. Upstairs there micht be an spartmeat rented
betwesn say two Esiime families, perhaps sharing the living-fining recm as
well as the bathroem and kitchen, by means af eppropriste adjustents in the
rents.

ANassing Aatheri iy

Perhaps what 1s needed in the north is a Nousing Autherity,
set up wader the Contral Mertgage and Housing Corporatien ar estsblished by
special leginlation as an ageney of the Department of Naorthern Affairs and
Natiomel Reseurees or the Department of Publioc Works, This agenoy wonld b
given a large appropristion with which to bHuild apartmsnt house blecks in
all the perthern setilements, sovmencing with the places vhere better housing
is cbviously needed now, such as Raniin Inlet, Frobisher Bay, Fort Simpsen,
Fort Norman, Eskimo Peint, snd Cape Dorsst. It weuld be a wemagomspit ageney
renting spertaents, but it eculd alse balld fer sale te Usvermment Departasnts.

T™hare i3 no reason vhy the actwal tailding could not be dome by private enterprise.
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