
Jntrodueuon, 

t ue t.PPO th t ou rn Can din wr r -- n in-

d penden c1t1s n l1vinc in U: J"ty - dec1d ts to o to Pond Inlet , at h 

northem ond of R f:tin I nd in th ortbw t r itorl. , to liv rm n nt 

in a (}Uiet , pe c ful ooph r h lp!'ul to hie m.i•e. v15e n , w,r 

or the neede of bi vif'e an th ll ch11dr n , h be 1ns to inv ti at 

co:Jts . entu l.ly h ndon his plan. Tb cnpi al co" of ildinrr n 

th 1.rirpl st th bndro 

fford. 

h se t Pond Inl t 1:, o th n he can pos!Ji.bly 

A '"au.them n~ inn mov1n h 'f 1:cy. rOffl on cit7 to 

a.nothP.r think.a nothin or doi ,:,; bu,1n sn with t co ny to th 

tun or 12 ,ooo to ~.5 ,o O for a th 'ie>reov r h can do th1 

with only tow thou nd dollar in c oh. ut 1th 

in th north for his kind of oney nd let hi try to 

or thirty y r fin ncing . 

try to ·et hous built 

tit 'huilt on :u ney-

ll will find th to t into th north n for vi it 

:re uiT' s quite fin nc1 l a.i.tlny n:1 ttlin..,. h e s 

l1v in manner ppro cbing th1t 'to wicb h 1..!I nceusto 1n h outh , is 

out o t question ( xc p rhap"" at Y llodmire , ort mi h o Hy r) 

unless he i sponsored by th Gov mm nt or ~ co rry. 

Ir he doo v1a1t, h will find priv t citt• s ut hs w111 

tin~ r::ost of th,. liv1n i.n t bl mm Udin~, n hacks, d h will 

ppnll t th w y th ~kimo nd Indl n 11 (unles of our h roils to 

all~ th tboy re C n c:1. n citi n too) . 



If th north 1.s to (end ur ly it nno 

tisf torily v lc,ped nl 1. la a ttled), ,_ncour 

vell as th tr nsL"n o it no h!'! • 

giv to 

by tho hifh 

capital oo or hou in ov re m.n t h1(rh V vlll 

ov rcorne th h~h ao t of op r tin nd 1n ai:nin bousinrr, one it 1A o-

v1ded . 

It 

citi en - not 1 :J.y 

ld.mos nd Inlli n 

Can di ns -- th 'Y st hav deaen hona1n,,. c :1th th t njoye b7 

oth r C din. n di n 

ju n tor,". nythin~ 1 s th n " er II southern 

Cannd1an housin ror th sld.r::oo nd Indl n?S to 

th ir children s le s th n 

at cont r c s nd wr1ti 

C nn.diftns. 

of 

housed s 11 ai, rq C n d1 n c tU. 

in tha 

the 

ld 

ny or th 

Th C 1tt on th emt o.- ou in or e 

'lllc o l h ssoclation he d l red (l) th foll01 rig und., 

for h lthful hou81n 

n n l 1olo a'l 

t nt 

ri n 

l 

l. in n nee of' tho.. l mrir fflt 1..'hich will void undue 

b t loss th hu n body; 
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2 . P 1n n nc or a th rn:il enviro nt rhich :ill nd.t d u te 

h at 1ass fr th hu n odyi 

, . Pro 1 ion or ot "'118 le ch r.doal r1 ty; 

4 . Prov1 ion or d qunt ds,tl.1.ght il.lu n t1 n nd void nee of 
undue d light i r; 

5. ovi ion or dm1 sion of dir ct sunl1 htt 

6 . Prov181.on or d ate artif'iciol illumi.n tion n1 voidnne 
of' el r I 

7. rot otion again,t exce iv noi e; 

8 . Provil'.lion of d 4u te st c or orcise nd or th ply ot 
chlldr n. 

• 'Fund 3?lt l Psycholo,11c 1 eds: 

9. Provision of d uat iv cy 01" th ndivid l; 

10 . ovinion o opport ni 1 ~ for no l r r:d.ly lif, 

ll . ~ovlsion or o portuniti s for norm l co n1 y 11 i 

12 . Provision or cillt1 which ~ po 1'hl 
th ta ks or th hoos hold, wi thou undu 
f' timi ; 

l'.3. ov1s1on of cilities tor maint nc of cl nlln ss or th 
dwellin d or the on, 

14 . Provieion c; possibi.llt.1 for s et1c s tier tion in the 
b e d its 6Urround1 , 

15 . Cone or nc wi tb p 
community. 

111n oci l ~n ::ird he loc l 

c. Prot ction inst Cont r,ion: 

1.6. Provision of w t :r pp~ of 
the dw llin • 

17. Protection ot t 
th d llin . 

n1t aey qU!llity • v 1.labl to 

in"'t pollution wi.thln 
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18. Uiti s of \lch o hr c r to 

tr n m.ttin di n ; 

19 . Protaction 
Urf' C B of 

20 . oid.nn or 
dv lll "'; 

?.l . 

• Provis1on or c1lit1 

23. Provi ion of 
th d 

D. Prot ct1on ins cciden e: 

24. 

2 • 

26. Proru1on or 
27. Pro cti. 

28. Prot oti n 

29. Prot tion ap: in!lt r 11 
th h & 

cont 

cl.11 e 

~n b vie n1 o~ 

1h mich 

l pin - r 

p rt 

to n 

nd thod of 
., d to 

or to promo 

in C of fi 

rl.c 1 h ck n!'! rns : 

in 

o. n 1ch rhood in th b uto-

Prot ction t 

wh n thinld.n o hou 1nr: or 'orth trn 

t o 1ou l.y b 

• Should 

t nd rds too ood for north m c1ti n 1' 

th r 1€it it he admitted th-,t northPrn houc;incr o;hcnlr-l ho hot.tor an➔ 1~l"9'Pl"' 
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than in the south becauso so much more time must esp n indoors , p rticulorly 

by children. 

Fire is much ore serious matter in northern settle­

ment because o the cost of repl ein buildinss and equip nt . 'Therefore 

buildings buil of ood must be adequate).y spaced from e ch other . This 

lengthens utillt;y- service lines and r ises costs . Yet :1ol1th m ci ~cens 

ccu stomed to modern conveni nces will not o to the north for lon~ unless 

modern public utility services or reasonable r csimiles thereof are vailable . 

In the lorger settl ments such as Inuvik, Yellowknil"e or 

Frobishei:_ Bay , colI'.I!llni ty power, ra er .and sewerage h vo l en provided or re 

being planned. In the smaller se tl ments, because of the nat.n~e of their 

development by various agencie of Govern nt (or the Hu on ' e B y company or 

Missions ), it is not uncommon to !ind ~ever l small goner ting stations pro­

vidin" power, .a ariety of toi1et nd water 8Up ~ :sy teD1S, various methode. 

fro:zi the crude nnd e ~ecti •e to the dangerous -- £or i;he disposal of waste 

water and excretn , and verious methods or heatin~ . ii th om pl nni:ng and 

" etting together", SOI!:e settlemen s are be inning to share their resources , 

but much reffl.lins to be done. 

ThA Ni,ed ror Better . '11Sing for F:!'JldJ!:O!'l. Indians and Metia: 

The relat.1onsb1p beti-1een poor housin nnd the 23~ ort lity 

of Eskimo infnnts was demonstr ated empirically in the book •Esk~mo ~Iortality 

and Housing" (2). De:ath certificates of Eskimo infants show th t bout half 

died of acute diseases or the respir tor,- eystem. For most or the remining 

half the s nted cause of de th was reco~ded as bein "unknown" . There is 
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ood r a on to b 11 th! nny of th .., o du to eu ,..,.,;,,:.,.,.,., or 

th DpiT' tory ( nd thl olud tul>erculo is , which kill d on~ six 

Eskimos in 1959) . 1h r videne fr nu • mi ~1onar1 end 

~ rs o th B.C. ~.P. th t l ck of tb a~ h lt r durinr, th 

critic l tir~t ~ ar of llf killed n d d the of 

~?17 • Th f ct th t r thin h!'!l of 11 t.ilno de th 'fr 11 c u n 

occur durin th f r t y r of llf u port tbie er nt. 

Ozp1k, n s rur.o ro 

kl vik, in ddr :min tb econd Cont r nc on 

th Indi n- ldJi:o 1' oc t1on or C n a 1n Toron o in rly 1060, t le t 

twi de th point th t !lt th E ~o n ood food , ttr1mth, 

sh lt t Rnd due ti.on . 

S U.sUc:s tor lndi ns nd ti living in tho k>rthvest 

Terrl to:-ien a k1 o • Th In1i tl in! nt 

mort llty r.ato vo bout 91, in 1956. 'Ttclt ro 
11..c dn r t 1B :; • 'th l r Indi n r te c n p bly b xpl 1 d by th 

vaU ility or t1m r or lo., c bin con truct1on nd or oc1 t1 

with th wite an nd • er 

or c 1 nd mn-s1n,.. c r, nd thn ct th t or ln 1 n t 

wa economy or c n u ent th 1r b n inr: · d tr ppin., by t ti or 

w o employ nt. 

son l 

A scr ous ttempt 1 1n rn de by th 

f'fairc and N tion»l sou to in tituto 

r nt of ·orthern 

OJ" kll:09 . 
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"rigid rr roe house• , a single room bout 16 feet square , is to be erected 

in quantity in the north . This house w s developed by the Building Rese ch 

Division of the N tional Rese rch Council working with members or the Northern 

Adininistr tion Branch . Structurally- it is probsbl.y the strong st and b st 

insul9ted house thnt con be built for the ter1cls and effort expended. But 

is this the be t that can 'be done to meet the Eskimos' n ed for w nt1th nd 

shelter? Are warmth and shelter all 1:hat re needed in housing the Eskimo? 

Is• ett r than he had before• good enoughf 11 it sav him from dragging 

through a gener tion of the •sium• ta e of "development 9 tha can be een in 

A!rlc , in India , in South Amsric or even on the frln e~ or soma or our own 

cities? If this 9 rig1d fr e hou~e" is not provided with adequate snit ry 

facilities , is there not o possibilit7 thot the pneumonia that now kills so 

many Eskimo babies 111ay 8impl,.- be exchan ed for de th tram infant diarrhoe -­

a common cause or ~nr nt de ths wher ver insanit ey llvin conditions prevail? 

Or re we counting on the f ot th 

most of ach 7e r? 

he north is natur lly re riger tea for 

Under tba public he 1th le isl tion or the Northwest 

Territories "o building used ror hurrnn habit2tion sh 11 be de d to b insani ... ry 

it there is not in all sl~ pin roo s an ir sp co or 400 cubic feet for each 

occupant 10 years of age or over nd 200 cubic feet fore ch occupant under 

10 and overly r,r of a e• . Providin& acarce).J' more than 1 ,500 cubic feet or 

air space , the "rigid fra e house" allows b re~ enough sleepin sp11ce !or two 

adults and four children under 10 y rs of e (if one ignor s the cubic 

capacity of 11 the beddinR , the stove , meat supplies , clothin . huntinr ar , 



• 
th fc:taUY' e- o.,. nour nd 1.1 th oth 11: th 

1n b 1d.rio h ") . 

On h ar critic th 

nd co-.ild n h it h h don. 

thr room d "hous s" o wood nd c nv 

Cl.yd iver • robish r y nd e olute 

prove th t , e th ld.r:o h 

houn conta1n1 - lll01' th non ro 

r of b "rigid f~ hou~ "). 

s,nu t.1,on npd Per 2D 1 Picn1ty: 

oc pidby 

y. 

:ie to 

d or tb~n 256 

C R 

n u 

s to n 

ktuk, 

1denc to 

ri al , h h 

r r t (th tn 

1h th r ;we 11 to t 1. or not, r on ol nlin 

nd fr edom frm:l not1 ody odour h be~ai~a w~onls in our 

oc1 7 . ro..,tily 'JY' divi d into tbo e iho 11 nd 

o do not 11 - tho who b v th nd t kno icdr, to u 

80 p nd deodor nt:"J ( thttt vhite coll.or cl ao" of 1 ouri~ • 1 11 
-

f't r p. • ) nd th o c nno ob in b th or how~r without t 

ditticulty or n o ... ,mo do no r 11 1 rtant thin nd d oran 

nd job-k p1.n • 

not mel1 1n ( exa pt to h1 

tbr~ h th 1n 1diou pron 

e n nnot et nd vi th dtcn:l y on 

n dol 

1mpor nae or looldn~ cl 

ol i lorifi for i 

n in 

n m 1.f'i: 

co ic indu!it 

ht 110w 

1.m or nc or 
rti.on, 

• 

or h 

11. 

in th 

1 

le 
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and even in school h~alth textbooks . Pcrh ps one o the re asons youn~ C nadians 

seem to prefer urban to rura1 llvin is becnus close pro...~imit7 housin~ provides 

the necessary- sanitary acillties ta minioum of expense , for use with a 

llllnimum o effort . In our towns nd cl ties the day wh n bath ev ry Saturday­

night was all th t middle class society d manded is ne arly gone. To hold up one ' s 

held and look people i.h the ey the dail.7 bath or show r is no~ s ential . 

1he Eskimo male who dos not h9the is till man a ongst 

msn. His eye is cle ar , his he d i bi h and his dignity remains inuict , even 

if he sometimes am 118 . So lon s he r mains with his own people nnd they 

11 smell together , this stat or dignity will r in. tis he not alre dy-

regarded by viaito,..s to , his tent with pity- os one o the last remnant or 

"the great unwas~~d"? Is it not partly on the sis of his lack of sani rr 

facilities and knowledge of pe on l h7i ~ ne th t most C na&ns -- shame­

facedly perhaps - would have to adm1 t th at they think or hi ( if they think 

of him at all) s a •second clas e1t1~ n•? And yet it is instructive to 

observe how readily those •sld.mos who have been brought to Southern C nada tor 

aedical treat111ent , educ3tion or employment hav t kn to bathing , el an clothes 

and deodorants . It :would be interesting to ind out whether or not ny of those 

who have return d to the old ways ev r n:iss the hot nd cold runnin w ter nd 

the feeling or almost total iDers1on in soap 8Uds. 

Another status symbol is the lu h toilet . Canadi ns may 

be divided into those who sit on flu h toil ts nd those who put up with 

"chemical• (T) toilets or the old rashioned pit privy- . hen you have bot nd 

cold running w ter , washing machine and flush toilet in your home you hav 

arrived . Anything less puts you into Clas B right away. 
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kilno' vorld i ch nf,inc,. er 700 b c to 

Prob1 h r the wh1 n nd a tcb h1 "/18. The 

E ldmo 1 &tarti.na to co te for jobs with hie whit r 11 Can"di n • Is 

h go1nu to bo a t to ero s this s n1tary tus b rrior u:ale h i pro-

vided with f c1liti tor cl nlin , un nd for th 

dil'JJ)Osal o! xcre l to thos ovailabl to h1 whit r 1lo.i Can din? 

And can on xpoct as n;y or hi children to eurviv n'!! v up r 11.n 

o 1 to th 1r ¥hi t 11.ows nl s ad.aqu tea nit ry ciliti s ~r~ orovio~d 

in th ir h .., ? Only northern chool te ch s nd mn·• r 117 

th d,,., ..... ,,. ... to 1.ch r north m n tive chS.l r ru.oted 

and d lie. 

ure~ 1n plannin h sin prom- or s~ ( nd 

for~ a nd nou b r 17 to prov1d w th n1 h l r. 

Th re pin , ood p r Uon nd cook1n , tin 

r c tion. .,.",,.... prlv cy for dult and s cial.17 or nt 

( rticu ~ thor e nd u1et to tu y). It 1 oo u e y1 " 

th th Id.mo clolewc t ceu-,t to dr dr 5t'Jin and 

loep1n in th ro w1. th hio p nd b1a younr:r r 1st-cir • 

'i'hi till b in 1960 it tra for v ry 

:r::ucb lon or in Frohl; her y, Akl vile or n 1n Inlet. nnin"' hou in 

k a t1m nd it is ..,...,._, .. , ... ,, t pro.,r :J.ann d 1n 196o 

could b put into er t { ov r y, r :riod) , ny ld: o t 111 

will kno bO"Jt and w nt o b ve th t ndcrdB o livin 

l othir 
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dignity nd v yo life . 

To, Ph1,losgphy of Attngk on th 

11 th1 18 v ry 11, but hOlf n typic l n d1on housin • 

en b7 r-,u• 1 st nd rd 1n the au.th• 

y tor 1t1 How ould it 

to north 

ov1 d t 

ople who 

or be vi17 

sub~1dbed with ts ttin-r d n rou pr oed nt s n1" poili n " th r cipienta 

of such n fit Y if' the cnp1t 1 co t w 

he ted , 11 d nd ept in p irl 

It is true th t the nv r 

home or ie in process or c ir1n it n~ thie 

t, hcn-r vould 

n 1 n 1 ti en mms hi own 

n th 

v r l r.0011S , with hot nd cold runnin r, flu 'h toil • 

k1 cben, llvin ro n l@ 1.n C 

t.o le part tr th childr n nd su ly 

ey na 1 ns livln in urb n 

u ti 1 nt to allow 

:il fr th l • Ha., er, 

ed tone in 

emi-de ched, re;, housi . o .. in rt n ""• A r nt b livin 1 om1 r;, 

quite c on, is tra in oth r oountrle d tb 1 pl vid nee 

in ot.h r countr1 to how th t on ot' ~ v ys to provid low co h011 1n 1n 

qu ntity- is by' p rt nt t.yl housin • 

It w s noted t th l .,t 

Co t (1960) th th k1 o pr 

ents . 1 all -v ry f'in it th :y 

fir t elass C n dinn iti 

d teched hou e tandin in it ovn 

• ny first cl Can diRmJ h tourrl t th 

tin of h eld: o Affa 

th ide o 11'11n in JX)rt-

ch • 0 v1oul'lll)" 

ns. would rer his mm 

boo r • 
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s . Perb ps the ski. o . 1r h w r to ypical ell within their 

1ncan l l r nt in south m C n d would ob wi.llln o c rO'ld • 

&sh eh nc to cidet ricid fr bou 

!!11.ni "d ched hou 

imit tion or th l thine . 

Th fir t cu s C n din cit1 

his am h e . Th nor: 1 thin.,. in Gan 1 to rthrthn .ttrJ1. 

how :r nt1n r rded w1th mild acorn . ut 1 this ood r on 

for decidin th~t th std.mos t l!lt[ thoir house~? It 

th skic:o r ir C 1 

hou 

B<r.:1 ny oth 

(1960) th ton o 

o much 1 h tit 

for their b 

t be 

b t r to des1,m houn for kl; s providin mor 

pointed out t 

~ •rifP.d fr 

'auld it no 

s nl ry t clli ti • uilt oundly o h to n:l n orti t1on plan cov rin 

20 , :30 or n 50 r ? 

TM 1 id th n don, ti l rly v1. h :r jt!c to 

th p:-ovision or n1 ry r ci iti • ..o ob1.y n d t ch d ous • 

basi , it is impos ibl within wh t th 

p 7 for Olftt!I ti to o • I rry tis nd it would not 1 to af.,.ord 

0 uch a hou outrir,ht (in th or bw t rritori ) t C ny 

would l nd th on on :20 or JO r ort el 

A th r Point 1s tha 

o" 1 v 11 nd 1 roof Po to th ve h 1a 

t or hou oh ch v lue ein~ 
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equal . The ap rtment hou • on th oth r h • brin ny of th 

o ur an close proxim1 ty hou 1 

h tin,., cost per cu 1.c foot, n 

11d, if' c r fully d si 

thi why we t!';99ffl to h v bid w 

to th sldmo housing probl mt 

ch s hr 

n co t littl 

n:1 lOW" r 

cubic oo to 

rtlll8nt 

from a 

:re umi 11.y rnnted not old . Is 

n tion of thiz, ppro eh 

ntin 18 rt ctly r s ctabl 1.n n::, 

or th :orld • p rt1cu rl,y for poor r ci ti 

north for th ld.mo if we le it so . 

spec ble in th 

rly 11 civil rv nts rkin in 

th north nt th ir homes. Why hould not th killtO do th met 

Proposal: 

It is ht c ul ex lllin tion should b 

of the co ts or rectin n:i 1.ntcd.n1n ~rt n t:,pe h in bloc' s in 

north n ettl. ent • o:r r n to ny f Jldly, n tiv or whit • lf- loyed, 

iloyed or Gov mm nt ~oyed. To 1v them a h nc to nj oy-

bett houein" and in pa ticul r modern ni ry t c1.1iti. , 'Id.mo • Ind1 ns, 

nd 1s unsbl to f o th nt or t.-hole r en 

r orm •qndic te • or ev ral r 111 ntin 

lllent, •ch r ily in the "syndic t O occupyin"' on r o ro 

1t1'1 contri ution tow rd the nt . t,i for indivi 

to 

whol a r -

oordi: rr to 

n,ul b :r vod 

by" the ntin a one:, nd occu n would eu j et to th scrutiny of tr re 

and he 1th o:f"ficerB to r t ov rcra: din • 



-
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ell d 
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for such n _,.,.,....,., hou o e is 

it oc pi iy y:ndic 11t " o f mill • 

sh rin the modern b hroor.i nd ki ch n. 

occupied by a ingle f 1y ( eh could b 

providing it could rrord the ront). 

rtw.int B i 1 ball d if 

ti8 or ita, 

follows: 

'lhe f tut" of thi ap r nt hoaae c 

(a) It eonsi or tw, lv thr -bedroom pr nt 

arr:...,ged in three lock of four• t o toreys • 

w1 th two part nte low d two bove . In 

some ares s nts could bo p:rovided . 

(b) rtmenus r rved by n centr 11.y 

loc ted utilit7 bu1ld1n prondin ht, tine,, el ctr c 

pcwer, a wat r eu ~ system, hot w ter ly , 

l undry ~n:! ork ho • ervices pas to th apart-

ent block in utillder"' 'Und r conn tin passate-

vaya . h'h•--- e nnot provided, ante 

w ter hold.in tnnka would h v to added o the 

utility lld1n • 

(c) Th p rtmnt block c d ao as to minimi e 

the spr d o fire ro. on lock to notb o-r .1.rom 

th utility b 1ldin • All cookinth 11 htin nd oth 1" 

s nice 1n th pal"'btlent. blocks would by lectricity. 

Primus tov , aollntt lan ms nd the s 1 oil 1 111P 
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would l.'orbidd n, but it i 11 ved th$ h l'>" 

to le tri.cit7 would not prove too di ficult tor- th 

"'ld.mo it pocio l r o=-t wer de to pl in th 

rl.to of th ohan ·e to hiin . 

(d) Th pa nt in e ch block a ln ed on on 1ther 

side or common h llwoy, wher connecting tair-

c ea to the second torey is lee ted . paes e 

connectin e ch pt:?r nt block to the utility buildin 

leads off th rehr of thin hallw 7 , do doo!":! to the 

ou 1d nolosod. children ' il.ayin 

(e) 1b apart nts r pl c to e ch oth--r 

in e oh block to prov1d a ore nt ~tin c,v r ll 

pl.on nd to r.d.n1m1 e direct crloo''1nrt r on art-

nt into no h r . 

(r) Thero 

to 

00118 

p"'rbncnt r bas on 12 root ap n 

ma>di::u ot pre brleation in con tl"UcU.on . 

\.mu ll¥ lnr C"U8e 

(1) mor tirle .,t nt i.n:!oor in th north; 

(11) bodrooms mu be abl c;Q!,ll~ate mole t 1li • • 

Thus th t.rmall 12' x 16' x 9' or 1,728 

cubic t . uch room could us d 1 ally by 

4 dults o~ 2 dult nd 4 childr n under 10 r 

of • It pro ides 

•r1 1d fr house• but or 0our e b throo , kitchen 
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sp ee, h llwq ap.1c tor child n to pl ~ 

in b d ve~t~. nd los t pac 

ch rtinent cont in the rollowin eia rr no-

ntru­

(1) entr,.,nc room 1n which rkns c n 

b mov d, boot.a nd children' lei hs 

nd eld.is • etc. tored - ,where the ss 

that is de on comin in oor fro~ the 

north rn outdoor c n d without tr ck-

1 u_p th r t of tho a nt. 

(ii) A DI 11 h 11 on to h1ch ll the o h• 

rooms o n. 

(Ui) A 1.-r e liv n,:-dinin,,. ro co tb1t1ation . 

(1-,) A r itt?,h~n dj een to the living .. 

dinln ro011. 

(v) roOl!l!'I. 

('Yi) An o r itte b thro0r11 with bot d cold l"\111-

nin r, usi f" th pl st1e-11n•r-1n-

t.al-oon inor t. or 8 dl"Y n" toilat . 

This 1 obviously a o romi nd 1 t y 

th t e er sot toilet could b 

pro-vied { uch the• trol" ype or 

toil t bein inv at.lg ted D m1rtmen s 

o" Tr nsport nd ntion l Heal th nd ' lf re) . 
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(vii) Plenty o~ clos~ space built in . 

C pit!ll costs of su h n a tm~nt house comoloo: are 

estima ed as ollows:-

Each ap3rt~ent block (4 apartments , inclu1ing hallways 
and allowing 25 rt . total hQi ht of wo D+.or ys ) 

Three blocks 

Utility senices building (15 ft . in height) 

Allowances for pass geways and utilidors 

100 , 000 cu ic ft . 

300 ,000 cubic ~t . 

36,ooo cubic rt . 

9 , 000 

Total cubic capacity of complex 345 ,000 cubi c rt . 

Asswrd.ng $1.20/cubic ft . for construction at avera e 
northern settlement , capital cost or c0111plex $~14,000 

Cost for each apartment $34,500 

Assuming th t this capital eo~t could be amortized 
through a Housing Authority , without intere tor 
with interest rates carried as a subsidy , over a 
period of 50 years , annual repayment would be 
only $690 

Assuming annual servicing and mainten3nce costs of $600 

Estimated total annual rent per apartment of $1 ,290, 
or a monthly rental of - $107.50 

Assuming th.c3t a •syndicate" rented a wole apa~tment 
f or $107.50 per month, rentals for individual 
rooms to families makin up the "syndicate" would 
be estimated as fo l lows : -

Areas or two smaller bedrooms • each 192 sq . rt .. oth 

Aran of master bedroom 

Area or living -dining room 

Total rentable space , assllllling that 
bathroom , kitchen , hallways are excluded 

384 sq . ft . 

207 sq . rt . 

471 sr,. ft . 

because they are shared , - - 1,062 sq . rt . 
1 , 062 sq . rt . rents at $107. 50/month or 10. 12 cen s/sq . ft . 
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Theret'or, 

-one of the 11 odrOOlll should th or :r&nt ro:r - - 19.4"J/ th 

-mast r edroom should th r r ore rent or 

-llvin .. dlnin :room should ther ore r nt tor 

Included 1n tbi:J nt ·ould be Hfill ,r~ u e or 
the b throor.i , kitchen , h llwayi, , nd the use or 
one hal1. cloo t 

-- 20. S/month 

- -$41.61/~th 

Let us p ly t thi point princi1>l •h t th r r t 

cl s C nndi n cltir. rents or swh hecn ord n ord r to :i a 

roof ov r th h ds or h t ndly . 'l'h rnuent C n dian own ht wn t n 

room hou eon I nd P rk ve . Th un11 rri d n di n youn n dell-, rin 

col may r nt only on roO!ll in n ur n bo,,r 1n hou!le . Th re e nty or 

C n dian cou 1n Toronto nd tontr l hous k epin 1n o1.n le room5. 

Ohr C nndion o cup;y 11 typ or c o,htion in nth • tvo 

ex r es . en o morte yns~nu, may r n f!"OJI .,50. O to 50.00 or 

the plush p:irt.m nt or fin multiroomod hou... to r nt!! in th ci y low s 

5 .oo a week tor mis r bly- mall ro0111 thon Gny oi l men1tt s . 

Surely th sldmo c n fir t cl.a c11• n n till 

tit into :ich 

pr 

to o kin ~ 

cale . If h ha tho nee a ry $107 . 50 to t vhole 

lax d crib 

kiU bulldo .. er o r or t 

bov , becau.5 h h n 

so mioh th tter . However, if" h :ts 

and W"IOS for a liv1.n , 1 t him r t sin l b droom tor 9 .4'3 

n hunts 

onth . 
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His do could be ccommod ted 1n a s oUon or a telco tenced coapound , 

the equivalent ot the soutlmrn • r ge• , n:i be coold be ch r n extr 

$2 .0 0 a mc,nth tor thi privll • He could o on hunt.in tri s for dQ"O 

at a time, knowin th t his wife nd children re w 1"111 nd e re, his 

children goin to th local school . lh1 tent ot' 

enow hou e -- !ine pl 

to sJ11all bab1 s. 

tor n adult hunter in ec,od health bu de th 

rentin 

rent1 

cross th h 11 fro a "a,ndic .. te" or 1d o r milles 

part nt, th r co-Jld b a whit t ~eb r nd his t 17, 

'Whole op rttnent . p t ir th :r micht b apartment rented 

between say two ld.mo t mi.lie • perh ps r1n the U ving-dinin rom as 

well s the b throom nd kitcben • b7 1ne n or ppro ri te adju nts 1n the 

rents . 

6 Uauoing Author,,.ty: 

P rhap:, what is needed 1n th north is Housin ut-hori ty, 

set up under the Centr l Mort e nnd UOUB1nC CorporuUon or stabli h db., 

special. le slation an eney or he De rtment or orthnrn Att 1.1- nd 

t1onel oouroes or th rt n or lie orks . 'lhl.s ney t."Ould 

1Ten a lar ppropr1 t1on with wich to build partment house locks in 

11 the northem setU nts, commend with the pl ce lh"r tter houein 

is obvious~ needed now, such nld.n ort 1ir.pson • 

Fort form n, skimo Point, nd C Dor t . It wo ld .. ~·~-·•·t a ncy 

:rentin p rtlllont , t it co ld l.Bo build ror le to 00'1 :rn nte . 

'!'here 1tt no re son why the etual bull n could no done by riT t te H. e . 
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la h idea or Cavern n nso d e noy tinr, into 

the par ent ren 1 m1t1ine s or th b n f'it or priv te ciU. ens so 

atr ngeT In south rn C n da • r 1 h1Jt h nor h pre nt ditt nt 

1tuat1on . Ir the Govem n ,., r.t tor du th cot .. o it 

c N , ho pit.all ation nd U' ar ,r rams 1n th north . l t it improve 

housing ror on thi.n • It 1s hi hl,y unlikely terpri will 

Uk th ll ee sar:r fin nc1 l nsl<s for the ti t ction of se in ski.mos, 

Indian d m ti.e 1n dee nt hous1n • hy hould th Ocv mmtfflt not dev lop 

a tsch me or this kind? If it doesn't spend th J11on07 eolvin the root 

probl ms, it 'Will only pend it p n tor the sultin eickn ss 

ssi t nee . 
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NORTHERN AFFAIRS AND NATIONAi. RESOURCES 

OTTAWA, October 19, 196o. 

Dr. Johns. Willis, 
Indian & Northern Health Services, 
Departnent of National Health & v.elfare, 
Booth Building, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

Dear John: 

Thank you very nnch for the loan of your paper 
on Northern Housing and Health. I read this with great 
interest and think you have advanced some interesting ideas 
as well as brought togetrer a lot of detailed information. 
I would like to go into it in more detail with you in dis­
cussion rather than outline rrry connnents in writing. 

I am a little '\lll3asy about several families sharing 
the same facilities, and I am not sure whether the Eskimos differ 
from the rest of us when it comes to bein g frustrated because of 
inconvenience. Let 1 s talk about it. 

VFV:il. 
Encl. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ k0 
v.F. Valentine, 
Chief Research Officer, 
North ern Co-ordination 
and Research Centre. 

,. 
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• • NORTHERN HOUSING AND HEALTH 

John S. Willis 
JAN, /8 J ''" I 

1 . Indian infant mortality in the Northwest Territories - 9% of all live births, 
or 39% of total deaths of Indians from all causes. 

2 . Eskimo infant mortality in the Northwest Territories and Quebec - 23% of all live 
births , or 51% of total deaths of Eskimos from all causes. 

3. Canadian infant mortality - 3% of all live births, or 11% of total deaths from 
all causes . 

4. Four reasons suggested for these high native mortality rates:-

(a) Greater exposure, particularly because of more whites visiti1.g the North 
and because of east-west communicati ons provided by the DEW line, where 
communications used to be limited largely to south -north . 

(b) Lack of reliable and continuous warmth and shelter and adequat I nutrition. 

(c) Aggra vati on of illn ess by poor environment and by parental negl3ct (because 
the parents themselves are often prostrated by the same illness - e . g . 
11 influenza 11 ) • 

(d) Lack of quickly available medic&l care , because of sparseness of the 
population and the impossibility of having professional staff wi tJ in 
easy reach of each native community. 

5. The following points are amongst many that have a bearing on this subject:­

(a) Since with respect to sphores, 
Surface area ~ ] 

Volume radius 

it is approximately true that a baby has a greater surface area in re.'.ation 
to its mass than an adult and therefore greater heat loss pound fo1 
pound . 

(b) The 18 inches to 2 f eet (in height) of space directly above the level o.~ 
the floor of a native shack may be very cold, because of lack of adequate 
sub- floor insulation and inadequate heating . In his socks and boots the 
adult tends to forget that his youngsters live in in this 11layer 11 when they 
crawl on tho floor, and can get thoroughly chilled . 

(c) Freedom from body odour, cleanliness and the possession in the home of a 
flush toilet, running water, a washing machine and a bath have become 
11status symbols " in our society . Anyone who does not have at least some 
of these may eas ily fo ol that he is a Class B citizen . The native child 
who is beginning to go to tho 11whit e11 school may become self - conscious of 
his body odour and tho 11ta ttlet alo gray " of his shirt . The adolescent 
will feel this most . It is an angle on sanitation (quite apart from the 
obvious dangers of an inadequate and unsaf e water supply and a bad toilet 
(or none at all) that should not be overlooked . 

6. For these reasons (and others) good housing , including adequate sanitetion,is 
needed for Indians and Eskimos - - "Canadian housing " , not 11Indian housing " or 
11Eskimo housing ". It will take radical thinking , heavy subsidy and bold 
administrative effort to get i t . 
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