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Ottawa , Au.,,IT'\lSt 25, 1960. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RP'.OIONAL AlJiDlISTRATOR - Frobisher Bay , 1 . •1.T. 

Igloolik 

Attnched for your inror tion is a cow ot an exchange 
or correspondence between this office and the Hudson' s Ba,
Compa~ relatinc to the establishing ot a Northern Service 
Officer at Igloolik . I think the views or Hr• lichols are 
sound in so rar as they pertain to the independence of the 
Igloolik Eskirios, and that we would b• well to take cognizance 
of tbe advice the B.B.C. Store Manager , I' . calde r, might 
have on the subject or relief at that point . He is a m!Ul of 
long experience in the Arctic and has alwa7s bad sympathetic 
urderstanding and shown genuine interest in the welfare or 
the Eski .> people . 

We have given copies of thia correspondence to Mr. 
Wight. or course , in keeping with the lines of communication , 
he will be reporting to yott in the future on all matters 
pertaining to the development or the Igloollk people and that 
area . You will be receiving a directive on this shortly , 
not onl7 with regard to Igloollk , but on all Area Administra tors 
and Communit7 Teachers coming under 7our region . 

C. M. Bolger, 

( Adllinistrator or the Arctic . 

cc: ·~r . ,fight 
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Frobisher Bay, N.W.T., 
November 29th, 1960. -

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ADl-lINISTRATOR OF THE ARCTIC 

7578 

Recently you asked for an interim report on the activities 
of the Area Administrator at Igloollk. 

The follo \dng is what I have been able to secure from 
:Vu-. Wight by telegram:-

"Activities for past months consist of Family Allowance, 
Relief, Administration, Equipment, Building, Premises. 
Carpentry and manual labour and inventory. Interim report 
complete and 'Will be forwarded by next mail. Seriously 
handicapped during summer and fall in administrative work 
by necessity of carrying out preparations for establishment 
for 'Winter. Much maintenance still to do since materials 
arrived at Igloollk and expect adttl.nistrative duties to take 
first place after December or early January." 

I might add that recently Mr. Wight made a trip to Fox 
Ma.in in the hope that he might be able to receive and take home some 
of the supplies he had requisitioned from us and which we might have 
been in a position to supply. Transportation difficulties have rather 
hampered our attempts to do this. Mr. Wight bas now returned to 
Igloollk. 
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The Area Administrator appears to have had some difficulties 
with the school principal relating to matters of a jurisdictional 
nature. In order to clear the air on this subject, I have requested 
that both of them report to me in Frobisher Bay as soon as possible. 
If they can get here in time, our conference might take advantage of 
the presence in Frobisher of Mr. Hanna. It will also be an opportunity 
for us to get together with Mr. Wight and Mr. Bissett in order to ensure 
that there is no misunderstanding in regard to the jurisdiction of these 
two officers within their respective areas. 

I shall report to you further on this subject. 

~~,·w 
'k, J.F. Delaute, 

~ nal Administrator. 



·-- 103/lJt ~ 

Frobisher Bay-, N.V.T. , 
Docei:iber 20th, 1960. 

Mlj?fORANDO'M FOR THE rn DUSTRATOR OF THE ARCTIC 

Enclosed you will find a cow of a detailed report submitted 
by the Area Adrrlniatrator at Igloollk, concerning existing conditions 
at Kingmlktokvil: , an Eskii:to ~ six atld one half mles north ot 
Fox Main. The report dools at aona length vi.th Eskit:io visits to the 
dump at Fox i~in . 

Kingclktokvik is readi]3' accesaible from Fox 141.n an:i Will 
l1ke]3' be in tho o.roo of tho Hall lake northern Service Officer stationed 
at Fox Main. 

Enol. 

.. 
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Kingmih.-tokvik is situated approximately six and a half' miles 
in a north easterly direction rrOl!l the base proper ., on a small point of land 
consisting or several grave l dunes., or old beaches . In this camp were a total 
or thirteen Eskimo homes., five occupied at the time of the patrol . Du.ring 
summ r months all houses are t~ in use ., and adult members of families 
are empl oyed as seasonable labour on the DEWline site during sea- lift . 

From information received trooi DEWline personnel, and 
the general belier at the base, the camp is rather primitive ., and occupied b7 
a large number of poor type Eskimos, living in large and small hovels 
constructed of scrap wood and living trom. the garbage dump at Fox. I felt 
at the time that these extreme reports of the situation required investi gation , 
and in company with the urse in Charge, Hall Lake Nursing Station , made an 
effort to get a first hand report by actually visiting the camp. 

On November Z3, I patrolled by bombardier to the camp. It 
is well situated , and at time of our patrol., nearly all adult males were out 
hunting at the tloe edge . This was confirmed by visiting the floe edge. 
Five huts were occupied, for the most part by two families . The houses 
w re constructed ot unpainted plywood panels , recovered trom scrap piles, 
abandoned and scrapped buildings, of the original Fox Main camp. They were 
for the most pat constructed according to the usual Eskimo pattern , and 
are not much di.tferent fro the type of houses constructed in past years 
on the land around Frobisher Ba7, b1 camp Eskimos. The quarters were warm 
though in two occasions they left much to be desired in the way of cleanliness . 
Interiors were equipped with an oil burning space heater, or oil burner, and 
in some cases a wood burning stove made from barrels. Furniture consisted of 
bunk beds , double and single , sprin g mat tresses, much soiled from use , that 
had been abandoned by the whites at Fox, possibly during th e construction period . 
The usual construction of an outer porch, for equipnent , an inner room for 
meat stora~e , and the final inside room, for living quat,ters , predaninated 
in tho construction of these houses . 

n the occupied houses ., all of which were visited and the 
occupants interviewed, large quantities ot w lrus and seal meat, caribou meat 
and some small quantities of fish were found in frozen etate in the second 
storage room, and each family reported caches at various points on the land . 
There appears no lack of food for either animal or man in the camp. The 
children and adults found and examined by the nurse, all appeared healthy, 
and well fed, with only a few minir complaints such as impetigo., back-ache in 
one pregnant woman,. and an eye ailment . 

Interested in laarning how these houees could be heated by 
oil, as moat were, I enquired in the camp where they got the oil , and also the 
heaters . I was informed quite consistently by all that the stoves had been 
ones thrown away by the Willne cc t ction personnel, recovered and repaired , 
by the Eskimo, and put into their uar ters as they ere much more efficient 
than seal lamps. The fuel to burn in them was recovered from the barrels 
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ES D,O CAMPS DEWLINE BASES - INGMIKTOKVIK. • • T • -of fuel oil emptie d by personnel at the base . In nearly ever7 barrel drained , 
and removed to a central dump, there are ueua.lly two or three gallons ot 
oil , consisting of oil water mixture which is left in the drums. The Eskimo 
pennit the water to .freeze and se t tle and drail1 the dregs of oil, usually 
recov ering up to 45 gallons of oil a day in this manner . This permits the 
use of oil quite lavishly in the campe at Kingmiktokvik and l uksanadjuk, 
another camp about sixt een les from Fox. 

Though on children and women in the car:tps itself, white man' s 
clot hin g predo:ninated in the houses , it was notod that deerskin clothing 
appeared to be suf f icient and in good repair . Several deerskins were noted 
drying in the houses occupied . 

A visit to the floe edge, the next day found several Eskimo 
with t eir teams hunti ng l1alrus, two of wnich had boen taken that day . All 
Eskimo, adults and i)'Oung boys accompanyin the hunters were fully dressed in 
deerskin and caribou clothing , in general in very good to new condition . 
og harness , was made either of webbing, scrounged or recovered !rom the 

dump at Fox , canvas , possibly from the same source, and skin . Equip:nent 
other than the usua1 rusty riflee, and lack of care evidenced in metal parts , 
was for the most part good. 

The camp in general was not much di f ferent from any of the 
other camps in the Igloolik area, and thou gh there are three or four rather 
lazy Esk.uno in the camp, who make a habit of visitL -ig the Base, and live for 
the mot part by scrounging , begging, and by their wits , the same does not 
apply to the ajority, tfho though quick to take advantage of the white man' s 
"wastage" ot mate r ials that a.re ur1eable to an Eskimo, but not of much use to 
the whit e n, ar~ still Eskimo, and living as such . 

n addition to the patr ol to the camp and visit with the Eskimo 
at tneir hunting sits , a visit over a thrae day period was paid to the 
DEUllne dumping area . During this period , a total of seven eleds arrived and 
almost i ediately began rounding up scrap lumber, metal sheets , insulation, 
wire , a.ad useable materials, having brou ght toola for the purpose . l ails were 
recovered, and the Eskimo' s usual habit of wastin g nothing was soon evidenced . 

ping of garoage from mess hals was noted during this period, and the only 
notice taken ot the dumping of food was by the dogs of the teams, who did 
quite a bit of digging in the garbage . After about four hours of picking up 
l wnber and wood, and scrap materials, each sled loaded up and left . The 

o. {""v-Y l "scavC;ngers 11 were noted to be dressed in full deerskins , and close examination, 
Jr"'~.~J wnen l spent a ff!'if minutes discussing the position of the Department against 
r.7- , t~s eort o thin g , ohowed the clothin g to be canplete ana well ma.de. v~ The opin on or the ekimo towards the ump is quite sensible 

~ccording to their lights , and it is going to be di f ficult to break them or the 
1 .,_aoit. They can use end put to good advantage , a great deal of the materials 

thrown away by the base , such as lumber , wood, beams, glass> plastic , and 
1.. ~ various construction ater1als , and tl.ey !eel it would not be sensible to just, 
~ " ~ f"' lea.ve them. alone when they can be usotl . To put it in the words of one, why 

17 buy oil> when I can get it for nothine with a little worka . It is going to be 
~~ -- • a hard job conv:l.ncin a race as practical as the Eskimo the error ot his ways, 

if there is error . 
hf I realize that scavenging io not good practice, but it is 

difficult to tell an Eskimo not to do it , and have white men doin g the same thing . 
t he .c. assion adrdts a great deal of their workable lumber comes .fror.i Fox 
dump, and t heir winter tent is fuelled by the same means the Eskimo use , draining 
"e pty 11 oil drums stockpiled tors r shipping . How it is to be stopped , I 
do not know. 

The cru:ip, other than its close proximity to a DEWline base , which 
automatically results in some notoriety, does not appear much different fr<m camps 
anywhere . Some incidents , involving Eskimo women and white men were reportell , 
but only in general terms with no names being mentioned , and times, dates , 
and places were pretty vague . l o doubt such incidents have occurred, and will 
co 1tinue to occur , no mat ter what efforts are made to put a stop to it , but 
in this case, the whites are as uch to blame, and possibly more so than the 
Eskimo women or men involved . he solution is going to be hard to !ind , or 

•• • 3 • ••• 



... 
• • •• 3 ••• • 

.. 
ESKil ~O CAMPS N"..4.'l:t DEWLitJE BASES - KINGMIK'l'OKVIK, M.W.T. 

carried out with a:ny hope or success without the cooperation or all whites as well 
as th e Eskimo. 

After visiting the camp and checking the dumping areas , I then made a 
serious attempt to asseas t he results of what I round . lfy fina l decision was 
that I would make further checks o! this camp, without quite as much notice as 
t hey were fortunate in bein g able to get this time , due to our breakdown and 
delays in repairs , in the area . I have a feelin g that I will likely find 
conditions considerably dif f erent , particularly as the spring work begins at 
the base . 

There are three reasons tor t his feelin g on my part (l) Past records 
or the camp, and tradin g and huntin g records ot the adults living in the camp. 
(2) •esul ts of previous enquiries by other pe~•onnel , some well trained in 
reporting the conditions they found (3) the impression that everyone knew 
exactly when I was to arrive . 

nquiries at the base with personnel and the camp superintendant, 
showed one point that was quite interesting , and that was the fact that they see 
very litt l e of the Kingmi.ktokvik group since last summer when trading of ivory 
and skin work was prohibited , and discoura geJ.. Eskimo were banned from DEWllne 
b ildings at tha t time and th e policy has boen enforced since . Movement of base 
personnel is more closely controlled , and opportunities tor mixing with the 
Eskimo quite limited . 

It is unlikely that an effort to move th e camp would be successful , 
huntin g is ver y good in this area, trapping is good only a few miles away, and 
t he opportunity for scavenging fuel and wood at th e base, which locally is very 
expensive, is too good to miss . he manner in which the base personnel are 
presently controllin g fraternization with the Eskimo of this camp and others 
in the area , may smack slightly of discrimination to others , yet may prove the 
sol e solution to the problem of illegitamacy and Venereal eseaee in that area , 
or at least be a measure of lessening the problem . 

The dump at Fox will remain the lar ge problem , and short of dumping 
in the sea , immediate burial, or total destruction by fire , all expensive 
measures !or disposing of waste , scavengin g will continue as lon g as the base is 
in operation . 
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NORTHERN AFFAIRS AND NATIONAL RESOURCES 

Frobisher Bay, N.W.T., 
December 5t h, 1960. -

Interim ,&.port - Igloolik 

A summary of a recent radioed report from 1".i.r. A.P. Wight, 
Area Administrator at Igloolik, was sent to you on November 29th, our 
File 103. 

We are now in possession of ~.i.r. Wight's -written report of 
October 3oth, and attach a copy for your information. Mr. Wight's 
reference to the possibility of the Depart ment purchasing a boat for 
patrol and other purposes at Iglo olik, is wortey of your attention, 
consideration and comment. It appears on page 2, mid-way in his report. 
There is no question but tba.t a boat for this ar ea of the Baffin Island 
Regi on would prove a considerable asset from t he staoopoint of facilitating 
area patrols and for trips to Fox Main, the tr ansport of Departmental 
personnel, freight, returni!lg patients, etc. 

/ 

CcJ-~·,w 
::}:v' _;J•F. Del.aute, 
~ ional Administrator. 
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l c. 1'1. Bolger, 
>..dminiatl'Q.tor or the Arctic. 
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