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The RQverend Armand Tagoona, 
Rankin Inl e , 
northwest Territories. 

Dear Mr. Tagoona: 

B.G.Sivertz/ss 

rs=m 
I MAY 311960 

~0--✓ 
Ottawa , 31 May, 1960. 

-------

It was a gr ea t privil ece to bo pr esent at t he cer emony of 
your Ordination in St. James' Cllthedral on May 27th. Hy only r ce ret 
was that I coul d not sta y in Toronto !or the reception the followin e 
day and have an opportunity to speak with you at greater len t h than 
the brief ~ords we exchaneed rrl1en I shook your hand and expressed my 
c onura t ula tions. 

As a member of the clergy you have advice and direction 
fro m the lon e tradition of your Church, its ministers and many good 
friend::.. !t is not my place to add anything on this score. However, 
please permit me to say that as an officer of the eover nment adminis ­
tration in northern Canada I rejoice with your other friends at the 
new high honour and res ponsib ility conferred upon you. I echo the 
prediction of The Very Reverend Dean Riley that there will be other 
Eskimos follow the pa th you rave pioneered and enter th e service of 
their church. 

We in the Department of llorthern Affairs see no li m.i tati ons 
on what men and women of the Eskimo race r2y do. Some of the most 
distinguished persona in the world rave been Canadian. The opportunity 
to share in the activities of thi::; rrreat country are for E.skimos as well 
as all others. Young Eskimos now in schools will have these expanding 
horizons, and I think jO U lmow that the y can expect -warm friendship and 
high regard from their fellou ci t izens in the south. 

I send you again my con gratulations and best wish es for a 
lon g and satisfying ministry. 



• 
R.A.J. Phillips:~T • 

,20~Pitsolak (E7-l 00l) 

JJ/c-f 

ott wa, September 25, 1959. 

~ 
~ 

Tho Right Reverend Donald B. :f.~oh, D.D. , 
Bishop of the Arctic, 
153 st. Clair Stl'".;et West, 
Toronto 7, Ontario . 

Dear Bishop brDll: 

On Sopte er 18th yo-:i wrote to about an Esld.no child 
called Pitsolo.k vhon you identified ns the dnu:;}ltar of a patient in the 
'i'oronto Ge~Lal. Hospital.. T'ais enquiry le you to a s epina denun­
ciation oft o adrainistration for, I take it., inefficiency, inh'll:Jaility 
and extrav::i..imco. I think that yoa. would ti.sh m to nm-1 r you frank~ . 

Tho uo um you intervictved is Eetookshajuke uho, accordinJ 
to our records, uas o.dn1.tted to t c Toronto General Ho:Jpital this 
Septo:nber lat. I thi.n:c y u cy- have nisu.ndcrstood t is 1ooon 's enquiry, 
for Pitsoeolak, or Pitsolak, is not n girl but a boy., age 14. Ho was 
adl'Iitted to ospi.tal nt Clearwater on July 29th., 1951, and was trans­
ferred., folio-wing dingnonis., about ten dcys later to BrandonSamtoriUJJ. 
I a: told t at the leymn 1s interpretation of the dical diagnosis on 
our cards is a oerious case of tuberculosis in certain bones . 

You spoke in strong langua.3e of tho ndl!Itnistration •s 
failure to notif.y facl.lies of the wherca outs of such patients. I cannot 
azree, but I will quoto only facts. Pitsol.ak 1s fa~ was notified ot 
his admission and diaenosis in Septc:lbor, 1957. Ever,y three nonths 
thereafter., lmich, ns you know., ia nomal a:ioI13st all Eskimo hospital 
patients, roPQrts ·ero cent to his fmzy on hie condition. In J~, 
1958., and a nin on Ju.'.cy 16th, 1959, photo r.iphs of the lad trarc taken to 
hi.a f'ar.ti'.cy who wore given tho opportum.v to have photoaraphs t.:.ken in 
cxchanue and also to record tape-recorded gr ... etinzs . Ou this occal:ion 
bis mother twice listened to tl e ta record voic of b r on the 
wolf'are officer had broue}lt. Thia is, of co :irse, the general practice. 
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On Aueuat 24, 1959., P1tsolak 1 nothor sked the oose 
Hospital a thorities to et a cm·rcnt r ort on her son's condition 
since she vas no lone r at C po Dorset re the no :ml a a are 
sent. In four dey ... the info tion was o taincd from anitoba and was 
c; nt by tel gran to loose Factory. n Sept er 3, loose ctory re­
ported b7 e.logrom that t e mother hnd just left on rou c to tho oronto 
General Hospital where th report on h r son \ms sent . I can only con­
clude thnt ou chnnced to s e her durin tho brief period between ho 
admission and the aITival of the news. 

I rccnrd this as a satisfactory, efficient, human handling 
of an s d.mo enquiry. It io not exceptional; it is perfectly co::.mon in 
tho wgr,: or our elfaro Division which each ar looks nfter co unica­
tioncf't ut 2.,000 sick sk:inos and their families. Our handlin of such 
a request for infornation an ers you., ut I do not know why. 

You nlso enclosed a letter fro the l i rionar in Lake 
Harbour 1."110 asked why it s !:lOt:ines taltes five 'trecks for uord of ncu 
hospital patienta to reach Lake Hnrbour. I am not sure vhat issue you 
wish to raise, for you know that the ship tokin Lake Harbour patients 
normnlly travels westward throue}l tho Straits o.nd Ba in calls nnd 
experiencing other deleyo in the ice-filled water3 for a touil. of about 
twenty deys efore it reaches Churchill. So etiJ:e.., tho del{\YS arc lonzor 
if tho ship uat depart fror.l that itinerary. It is., therefore., co on 
for pu tients to bo up to four -ueol~s en route before they even reach t 1r 
destination. If notification or progre..,s reports ure in the hnndo of 
frunllios ,nthin five weeks, I lmld conclude t t the metlicnl. authorities 
are ·workin uith efficiency. 

I ncm turn to tho rer.uinder of your letter in which you 
levelled seriouc charces about the nttitudo and operation of the odnini­
stre.tion l."tlich I servo. c-pccificnl.ly., you stnted. that "in spite or the 
terrific s s of money opent on minute houses., hostels., Government per­
sonnel and ho .es for them, the individual oldJ:o is just as for otton ns 
he ever uas" . 

Such a statement from a responsible and well infonncd 
authority disturbs e deeply, and even your writin in the C a.dian 
Churchman and tho .Arctic lows did not fully prepare ~ for it. t can 
I c that you do not know wcll? Should I speak once more of tho philosopey 
of tho Government which mkes its atartin point the sanctity of the 
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individunl Eskimo nnd the cardiml ortance of helpizl hin ns a person 
to enjoy the onirltunl., social., econo c and cultural values of Canadian 
citizenship ir.f'iullcvt s nso? That would n t telp un1 ss I were to cata­
lo ... ue t o trnnslution of the philoso 1J into nction in a thouoand t ays 
you knou of . 

Should I, then, c;ivo ox 1es fro our cl.fore ervic to 
which you hnvo cen so bittorl hostile in public nnd in private? It 
1~uld not help, :tor instance., to sczy-what w nre doin for those who nre 
sick, for earlier in this l etter I have to so,xi extent done so; and still 
wo anger you . I take it thnt you \iould rccard it as 11foreotting tho 
indiv1dwll skir..o" if I i ore to remind you of tho tireless and valiant 
efforts of the medical profession •hich in so ohort a tine have cut by 
half the scour o of tuberculosis . The medical pr o3l'a,:;me has aloo earned 
your continuin enmity, so what profit is there in Gpeakin of tho heal~ 
of the sick? 

I can scarcely refer to the ncn progr · e of rehabilitation 
of individual skino uhich in j uct two year hao lifted so maey derolic ts 
f r o a life of hopeleasncsD mid despair, t1ith p sical or ental. he.ndicap, 
and set ther- on tho pnth of merurl.ngful and indep ndent lives . I cannot 
refer to it, for both in published articlca nnd in correspond nee you 
have condemned the rehabilitation pro~o a a sink of innorality and 
dolinquency . o have not elicited fro you any ply to our requcct for 
o. substantiation of the char ca . o have received corrcopondence fro 

kir-...o of the Ancl ican faith uho ere deeply hurt and ElJl ored by our 
attacks on these hclp l oos people . You have rnado your judc; nt, and the 
via.rn or thcoc std.mos ney not interest you . /is evidence of our con::orn 
for the individual ti.mos, thcrofore, we cnnnot quote t c painstaking 
pr ogr e of personal rehabilitation. 

Should I, before lcavin the \ml.fare field, return to the 
mrecpin char s ou have made both here nnd in public about th vast 
e ires of stnff tho .orthc.1•n Administration Bran: has recruit ? P rmit 

e to do so, for fresh in mind also is the chnr e in the Can dian Churcru::an 
that our vast ariey of officials "will coon outnumber the skinosu . 

But before I ansuer, let mo ask: Is there a.n;y c;roup of 
people in this ,•a.st country who, in this time of cha.n[:e and crisis, m-e 
sour ent in nocd of th kind of help a trained cocial ·worker can give? 
How vast then is this cr.piro nbout which you have r.t:lde th so char es? 
In tho million and a ho.If cquare miles that c compaos northern Cnno.da 
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we have a total of four social worker . n our ntirc ·tnrr, includinc 
th field, Otta.m and thooe ,mo (I had t ought) cl'ficiently served the 

.:imo patients in hospitals right ncros t e country , 't e hove n total 
of oevon social workers . We IJUSt go far to overtako the Eskimo popula­
tion . 

ut porhaps yo wer referrin to "the constantly ex 
pandin diviaions and eub-divioion:. of administrative staff a well . 
.Acro3s tho uide Arctic i c have a total of b olve adniniatrative officoro, 
including northern service officer . Although le bear responsibility 
by Statute of Parliar.-:ent for the whol e ad::.iniDtr::i.tion of this vast land, 
hn.J.f as bi 8.3 all the province of Canada con'bined, and e boar respon­
sibility for c.11 okimo Affairs, , e d.ischar e our duties ~d.th a sttlff 
fo.r a nl.lcr than is used to police th Arctic, or to report it ... veather . 

ot only are we one of the sffi.'lllcst overnmcnt departments oporatin in 
the Arctic, but our total administrative and ue l f'are staff is nuch 
sma.1.l er than the nU!!lbcr of missionaries in the sfi c arro . ut you know 
all this as woll ao I, and still in public yo attack tho vast size of 
our t10d st operation: 1hat can I s,zy? 

Jhat can I sey of the philosophy of the individua l in 
action? Stl.Ould I remind you that u:clve years cc, there 't as not a single 
full ti e school in tho Arctic, that virtually au ol people ua deniod 
the horizons of lem-nin through literature? Should I ror.iind you that 
after this short spD.n of years, 40 of all .... skir.lo children arc now re­
ceivine; an education, and tba t they arc pam in to new :orlds of the 
mind which otinulate and excite the-? Perhaps I ohould not refer to 
schools, for I have heard so ofton 11you don ' t need an education to o 
on a t r a.pl ino" . ut you., Sir, did refer to hostelo ,mich have indeed 
been oxpensivo . Jha.t is tho mind of a child north? Should I rnnko ney 
point of the fact th1t thcco hostels vere built by tho t.ix.Pai}rero of 
Canada £01~ the une of the church., which, in n i::nnncr nev r thought ex­
travagant, h s truten over thoir total. r..a.na 01 nt and operation 

S.!'tould I speak of tho people themselves, uh.a re have 
sou ht to hel p by givinc places in our offices and a guidanc and friend­
ship that transcends the job? I ould like to spca.1 .. of the ,ri.TJning 
..,tru ;le of iss . . . . . 11ho at la.ot. hns found lw.ppin-ss in a life where 
her unusual talents are used and appreciated; but ru:rosn the Arctic you 
to l d the talc that 1-liss ••••• • uao preGI}ant. She tells us tho.t the l etter 
she sent you oxprc ... sin her confusion nnd despair at this slo.ndcr, you 
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did not trouble to c :noul oul I pc • or the important 
wor : t t I · for er o l ? o, .for of her you 
oaid onl thllt ohe iD runnin hou"' or ill r ute. 'lho stru :le and 
victories of such little peopl t o w h ve o ht to help y not 
impreso you . I will opcak no ore of them. 

o h I c of heJ.pine t e ind.iv· dual ,; o find 
his w to e ppi r econo o lif 10uJ.d c :uch i 1cht . Yo· have 
kn.mm r.iore intir.iatel than I t destitution of sk:it-:o ... in K cwatin or 
ncnvn 'Imo for the long dccadeo mvo £aced the r,J.tcrmtiv s of starvation 

or tho dole. To no it is a J!lO ant of e.xcitenent to learn tl o.t ... Id.no 
has fo nd a neu o portunity, new kill \ ich will allO'i hire to stand 
up once ore s a nan and offer hin fan:lly pro-p ct 1 o bitter n 
hunr;er in th ·win r cold . To , co-o er tivc _ un c'd.nos t --elves, 
takin th wealth tro tho s a and the l d, instc--d of the hruu:iout at tho 
scttl~ent, is a milestone of gre tnoss in the pnth of individual skimo 
developr.:ient . And I om atiJ.l miv onou to be d cpl ovcd 
.:s'd.m'> finds n · oice, U nt thro t! cent ri s, spoal w t! con-

viction and trut or h · s pcopl and their hop s nd i'cnr • Pcrh ps they 
do it in an "Id.mo Affairs Co ttco otin, perhaps 1n local councils, 
perhapo in letter that no lone r curry f vour " th tho lT itc :c'.ll'l; p rhap" 
they do it 1n an article that ey - · o ' - ncr. uri o for publication . 
This is to no the op osite of th forr.;ott sld.r.o: it is an earno"t f 
o philo~oplzy' of th nnctity f the ir:dividunl. a~ a citizen . t t1ese 
things., too., you 1mm of . 

Tr.en I cannot r l.y. I con onl confe.. confusion and 
d::stress . Why do s it serve the .ski.mos to undcrninc those t.ilo seek to 
help the: ? If' our rorl~o, to 1hlc I have rcforred but bricfi , ar 
wrong., what would you h"Ve us do? o cnnn~t put bac t e cloc to the 
deys of the Arctic preserve whether or not t t uld b bctt r for the 
peoplEl. '.ih are a part of C nada now, t.lu-0 fore bi eor than any 
of us can influ,,.,ncc. I confess to that cimpl prido in he citizens.'lip 
of Canada 1 ich i:::inkes r.ic confident that this will od for th O-> 

for the can share ond add to a c,-ent l ritnco uhen th e.""1erec fro tho 
darkness of diaease, destitution mid icnorance. I would like to hel p 
th as they emer • .eve if' I a: urone 1n thinkin at the net Crumdio.n 
lif c be a b ttor one, what crui wo d b t olp c in tho;.:.r c ante, 
and suuport oth r ... wl o vor r s · c for c 7 
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I ho we can \ ork to ther, t w 10 ., erve the os, 
t at w can pu aside : op ortun tics to 1 char os, to fan 

s icio s, to c -rpe e !hero er i no c etition. This i!:: c co-
oper tion I e for, the co-operation I thou t o "( ere to chicve . 
.1 e faults ;;,.;.y be our~ and n all such caoes I -will be rul grateful 
to you fo1· your candour It woula m .c it e ai r to act u; on advice, 
h< l , ti' \, w 1 e to think not so muc in t res of sweepin c."1e.r e., 
o :innue oc , not in c ai s to unucrnin confidenc of tho e uho 
D _ ly nor ·, t rather in t e noro circ ... cri cd field of fact..., 
figures, dates exact quotationn . Thi ... , I mo , uill provid t :e 
best o ortuni t-y to · rovo an dniniotration hich hn..., so disa pointed 

u in is humani und efficiency . 

cauo of th0 im ortant i.Dsuc rich your letter raioc, 
::: takin the liberty of ndin co is of it, a of rzy-rely, to 
the cputy linistcr and so. e ers of Lhc cler , all of tlho have 
expressed keen inter ... t in e r lntio..... ctw en th iocesc of the 
Arct · c and th Ac1: inistr tion of o nort • 

Yours cine rely, 

~p • 1 I ~ P . "··..,._--.. _ .. i..:•., ,,,.,.--: . ..,._ - ' 

.A.J . P i.llip ... , 
Ansistant i cctor, Plans ar.d olicy. 
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The Most :Reverend H. H. Clark, 
Archblshop of Rupertsland and 

Primate of all Canada, 
Synod Office, Trinity Hall, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Dear Archbishop Clark: 

1uly 12, 1962 

I have recenUy received. a copy of your letter of lune 2:> addressed to Mr. Gordon 
Robertson of the Department of Northern Affairs. 

Thank you for your comments on the Arts and Crafts program we have attempted 
to carry out amonq the Eskimo people. 

Over the past fourteen years we have had the pleasure of working in close 
association with the Department of Northern Affairs, the Canadian Handicrafts 
Guild, the Hudson's Bay Company, and many of your missionaries and Eskimo 
catechists. 

You may recall that in 1g49 during the second year of work on the East Coast of 
Hudson Bay, under a small grant from the Canadian Handlcra:tts-Gulld, Archdeacon 
Marsh, now Bishop of the Arctic, made 1t possible for me to occupy the then 
vacant mission house at Port Harrison. This was of great assistance 1n the begin­
ning of our whole program. 

The Eskimos o! Canada have proved themselves to be a most talented and in -
dustrlous people; anxious to assist themselves in their inevitable march toward 
full parUcipatlon 1n the national economy as useful Canadian citizens. 

I have every confidence that the Department of Northem Affairs will continue to do 
everything possible to assist the Eskimo people to achieve this goal as soon as 
possible. 

There are many social and moral problems facing the Eskimo people during their 
rapid transition into our complex modem society. 
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I feel certaln that the Government and the people of Canada will continue to look 
to the churches for their most important work of assisting to qu1de the Eskimo 
people into their new way of life. 

Although I have physically left the Arctic, I remain vitally interested in the 
actlvlties of the Canadian north. I will continue to serve on a number of com -
mittees assisting in the development of Eskimo arts and crafts. 

I personally consider lt a qreat honour and privelege that I may have been of some 
small assistance to the Eskimo people. The Eskimos have repaid this a hundred­
fold 1n their friendship and charity toward me and my family. 

May I again thank you tor your kind letter and your continuing interest in the art. 
and craftS of the Eskimo people. 

I remain, 

Respectfully you.rs, 

lames A. Houston 

VLD 
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~ .A.J. Phillips:FT. 

CO •WIDiNTIAL 

Rr.;LA.TIONS :ITH THE ANr'iLICAN cmmcH 

The or 7 anization of the Anglican Church sharply differs f ro m 
the Roman Catholic, in t la t there is a single Dio cese embracing virt~ 
all t ~e north which we adminis t er, exceoting the Yukon. Relatioll3 with 
t he Anzli can Church are , therefore , heavily influenced by the attitudes 
of a single individual, Bishop narsh , Though his cathe dr al is at 
Aklavik, he resides in Toronto and visits ottawa fo:ir or five times a 
year . 

Relations · t h Bis'hop hrsh have varie d fro m good to storr.v 
but even at the best of tines, i t has been difficult to feel confident 
th at we had in Bishop rarsh a real unders t an-iing f or, ..md gene ral sympatey 
Wit h , what we are doing . Unti l about four y ea.rs a •o, e was publ i c'.cy 
and bitte r '.cy anti-Administration. Pe made a good deal of emoti onal pl a:y 
out of t he problens of edical evacuati on . Alt hough t here was then re al 
substance f or critici sm, Bishop 1arsh 1s ent husiaSl11 for atta ck someti mes 
led him far beyond the facts. 

Throu ~h painstakine '!'.>er sonal contac t, as uell as through certain 
l at en t orossures in his own Church, Bi shop lfarsh ca r1e around to the poin t 
of neutrality. This was a pariod of good relations .:-nd it lasted until 
the last few months. Bishop Marsh chose to eliminate his at tac ks on t he 
Administration in publi c, though he never went so far as to offe r real 
supoort. !1is publi c prono,m ce ment5 which uauall;y t ook the form of talks 
in local parishes in an attempt t o rai se money and recr ui t missionaries , 
have r etl.'.lined little changed for maey years; they dwell on an Arctic 
which he knew long ago and he has shown an inca.9aci ty to grasp the depth 
and meaning of the change. 

The adm:i..nistratJ.on of the Diocese of the Arctic has ven the 
greatest cause for concern d.thin t he hicrarcey of the Church . Bishop 
Mars h is a r.ian of ri gid atti t udes and somet ires of appar ently r llthless 
behavio ur t o those ithin his provi nce. He has been singularly un­
successful in attracting ' Oung Canadians t o serve as mi.usionaries u er 
him and so most of his recruit, lCnt has been amongut JOOmbers of th e Low 
Church in England . They have not proved uni versal:cy adapt able to con­
di tio ns of t he cha nging Arctic for they understand nothing of the 
Canadian life wit h which Eskir:10s are now coming into contact. There are 
empty An3lican mission houses spotte d across the Arct ic. There is a fear 
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• within the An7llcan Church that this situation, exacerb""ted if not caused 
by Bishop l!arsh, will result in a great weakening of the Church anongst a 
pop1D.ation over eighty per cent norrl.nally Anelicans by the last census 
figures. 

A second cause for concern has been that the Diocese of the 
Arc.;tic l•as been operated with a de ree of indiVid 1al personal autononv out 
of keeping t-ri t,h normal church a::L-ninistration. The n.ssionary Society or 
th~ An.:~lican Churc1 contributes heavizy to Arctic operation but until now 
it '1as been excluded from co· ,...-,cnt on policy or the ex~ooiturc of funds. 
Other elements in tho Church, ~uch as the liberal welfare outlook re re­
sented by such young and able ,eople as Dr . Hat.field, arc concerned that 
there are real. philosophical differences between ishop Marsh and his Diocese 
and the modern thinking of the Anelican Ch1rch in Canana. The in poin t at 
issue is the alleged tendency of Bishoo Marsh and his missionaries to think 
(still) sorr.cwhat narrowly of the savine of individual souls wi. th insufficient 
emuhasis on tho savi11,3 of the individual as a mber of society. 

Cri ticisrns of Bishop 1nrsh w.i thi n the Church arc maey and 
se .:1.ou."3 on these varied ·rounds and tl e;, are strengtl ened by the resentment 
of a one-man rule which ha'l even p revented the eetings of clerror and laity 
which are a normal and essential part of An~lican operations . This has , in 
fact, been the only diocese of the An lican Church in Canada i 1 which the 
laity has been ven no opnortuni.ty to raise its voices: or at least, such 
are tbe allegations. 

This unease within the Ch'irch has led to three developments 
0£ i :ioortance to the Ad.rnini9tration. In a confidential synod decision , 
recruitment for t e north uas 11lm.d upon the conscience of the wl,ole r.hurch 11

• 

Tris means that every diocese mueot DroVide able younz Canadians to serve 
i n the Arctic , not onJy to i.1rrovc the quality and fill the empty missions , 
but perh:i.ps also to break tt e clique of people from abroad who have run 
things in an old ua,y now held to be outmoded. 

Secotrlly, tl e Eisho of Ottawa was cfori~t,ed as a contact 
point between the An.;lican Church and the Adni.nistration. This in itself 
was a fairly open indication or tho nri.s 'vings felt by the Church over the 
bad relations which .ishop •arnh had developed. 

Tld.rd , the new Secretary of the tl.ss ionary Society, Canon 
Davis , has publicJ~r stated the interest of the Society in the affairs of the 
north. Doth he and tho Chair11an of the Society, niohop Norris, invited 
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thems elves to to..ir the Arctic Tith Bishop farsh on J,is long annual trip 
t1 .is spring . This can be read ns the opening gun in a camoaign i'or t.he 
Misoio ·iary Sociecy to take a close and continuiu look at the financial 
affairs aud the pol:ic.-y of the Diocese of the Arcti c. 

Relations be t ween the Administrd.tion and tho An,,.lican L1hurch 
were somewhat cr,ystallized Wi. t hin the >a.st few 1onths by an intere9ting 
exchan~e oi corres ,onclence between Bi.shoo .rsh and rr. Phillios. lf 
you have time, you uill find these letter.; of un•1sual interest , as well 
as some indication of t be outlook of Bishop ~sh. They are attached . 

It began -when Bi.shoo Harsh wrote an i n tcmoerate letter com­
plaining about a certain welfare attcr which, on inves·i,i •ation , proved 
to have been handled -with remrkable despatch and hurian:i.ty. Mr. Phillips 
used the occasion to question ishop Marsh on hi s bi t,ter com.ents a out 
the indifference and iuhuma ni ty of the Aclr'linistration and reviewed the 
evidence on all t he Govern.'lent hod done to help lil e Eskimos as human 
beings. 

Before send.in~ this letter , M:r. T-'hillips privately showed a 
copy t o Di shop eed ani asked his advice 0.1 ,,tether it should be des ­
pa tched. Equally privately, Bishop Reed re plied that it \lould so.eve an 
excellent ur ose in achievin g better relations be tween the Adminis tr ation 
and the An~licc.n Church for it wo u.d bring into the open maey questions 
\Jhich itl.'>hop tarsh had long ,ealt dth by irumenJo. Copies of the le tter 
were sent to Bishop Reed, Bi sho llorris atd canon Davis . At the sar.ie 
tim, Bishop Reed priva t ely sent a co-,y, to ..,ether with a lon~ pe r sonal 
letter t o the Primate, expressing ( w ather) di stress at Bishop Mars h I s 
bad handling of relations · th t nc .-\d.rri.nist ration, ,n. th whose objectives 
and activities the Church, as a whole , was in synroatey. The Primate, 
who had been ele cted only a few months before , took the matter serioL1S.cy­
and expressed an intention of maintaining a closer interest in the north 
t 1:an arv of his predecessors bad one. 

There .n;q be Jaaey :-easons wcy Bishoo 1arsh has recen"c,ly S'10'Wll 

a mountin~ irritation. He feels t he res:3m.~e u on him i'ro m maey qua:i.-ters 
in · s mm Church., and he .1'esents t he recent requeot he has recei ved 
f ro ., it ~or a public statemen t on t o olicy of his Diocese . There are 
other irritations, some of them as trivial as the office space in Church 
House , fro::1 which he was rccer.tzy- re::::ovcd. He is also angry Tith i,~arley 
Mm-.at, although .!o..;at enjoys ood rt-:atio1:is Wii;h oti1er pa rts of the 
An_:lican Chllrch. "'inal.ly, Bishop Marsh may !:ave fel t some rcsent.1cnt 
that the Pl'"'JJ13.te, the Bishop of Ottawa und the Uissionary Society have 
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not o~ n1"ched rtvateJ.y into his Diocese, but have done so even in 
ovorture!.l i;o the · n.i.st r :x:l De ty of ?o •t-,lrnrn A .ai.r:i . 7is defunnive ­
no~tJ haG taken such ~·or 1$ us open alliance ,ii.th !.' ch apc~tles of the old 
Arc ti c as Lea ::ionth, spokesman for the dee reeze polic.:r which rejects 
administration , educa t ion and all . or::m of Canadian c.;v;_liza.t:ton. 

We entinate the · n pur one of the eetings of I'cbru,'.ll"'J 15th 
t o 1>e fo r tl 1e /\nglican Ch 1rch ta re aAsurc; the Government and the dra:i.nis­
tr ation of its l~sire to work in close harmoey· implici t ly in close r 
harmoey t han has bee n indicated btJ Bi shon Marsh in the past . It is r.ost 
improbable that by aey spoken word th Gy will 1isovn the :oolicies of one 
of their mn, isho r,s, but by what remaim unspol:e, , they will no do 1lt wish 
to riake clear that -·" , e have continuing difficulti£>s in the nort.h , Ue 
doc-rs of. the hiera.rcl1Y a r e open. They lel:i..11 qui tc proba1)1y 1,iake no, ic 

rei'tm.:.,nce t.> t· =! tri,.., beinB a•le by Bishop forri.s a.nd Canon Davis \ti.th 
Bishop Harsh t is spring , in w'rl.ch case tho ~r.:i.ster ,;ill n:> do~bt ... i.sh 
to ass u-c t':iem of aey l el) v,o ca1 ·ve . One othe r policy matter 1ih:ich nd ht 
cc~ un (thou gh it is urJ.ikezy) is the creation of a liai..Jon of"ice in 
ntte\la , sintlar t:l t,he OPP iuta:i.ncd by the oman Catholic Church. Another 
nolicy rnatt,er llhich has ·been dincus~cu bu r, which certai.nJ.y 1rill not be 
mentioned dvrin g the riee ting is the poss i ble reali grm:mt of the 'boundaries 
of the Diocese of the Arctic. 

Pe:--ha1 s the main ~oin t fo r the Depa rt m,ml; to make on a 
courtesy call like t is is a plea for can.dow.· on lihu pc'l.l"'t of the Church 
and the continuing desire fo r its conmont s · d su ,goflt· ons in relation to 
a.chrd.nistrn1,i..on polil-'Y. The De >art !?len i:. • ght ti.sh t.o ru.;sur i t,' ':l Church of 
t e i 1 rta.11co i I:, a' ,taches to the rork of the · :.;cions _, p~ rt :.C'Jlar]y as a 
co •nle 'l'lenl:, to t.be 8ctivi t.ies of the dminiati•ation in doTiairl!J ·-1hi.ch the 
latter cannot touch. The Minister might wish to r efe r in p.lrtic ula r to 
t l.e heavy em hatlis wbic h he rsona.11,y, as weli. as hi::; De art ment, laces 
on the h unan rol)l em" of tbe north. c mi.gi:t even invite the Church 
leader i, to co nent on a._ny misg:vin3a 1-bey ~ have on ~he 'lro ad ohj ectives 
and eni:~ral executi.on of t1,ese poli.cies • 

The signi.ficanca and indeed t he op rt 1ni ty of the ooe ting 
ma;y be to solidify t11e s 1 nort of a majo!' church !or t'hc policies of the 
Administ r ation . TL is is a very far cry f ro m the oin t at w1 1ch we st art ed . 

Jan uary 12, 1960. 
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