Rock Cycle-Putting The Squeeze On Minerals

Materials per box (1 for each row): 1 crayon per student, 1 handheld pencil sharpener, a 4”°x4” square of

heavy duty foil. Also needed later- hammer(s), blocks of wood, candles, lighter, clothespins

Procedure:
Get Started

Give each student a crayon.
Demonstrate to students how to make shavings- turn 10x; do not press too hard.

Have students take turns following these steps, writing them in their own words on their Handout:

L.

ok v

Pass the sharpener down the row so everyone can put their shavings in.

Make a bowl out of the foil square by wrapping it over a finger.

Empty the shavings in the bowl and close it.

Squeeze them as hard as you can between 2 fingers. Result- they stick! (sedimentary rock)
Close the bowl again. Mash with a hammer between blocks of wood. Result- they’re squished!
(metamorphic rock)

Close the bowl again. Heat over flame, held by clothes pin. Result- all melted together!
(igneous rock)

Use caution with the lighter. Familiarize yourself with your fire safety equipment before this lesson.
Watch students closely while they re around the flame.
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