
Measuring Geologic Time
 
Materials per Student: Handout, ruler, 4 colored pencils
 
Procedure:  

1. Set up the paper-
a. Title the top- Measuring Geologic Time.
b. Draw a line across the grid, halfway down.
c. Mark present time.
d. Represent the scale.
e. Mark 100 m.y. increments (make sure there’s 5 left over at the end!).

2. Eons-
a. Write short definition
b. Mark the beginning and ending points of the current eon (Phanerozoic) below the line.
c. Write its name between those 2 points.
d. Lightly color “Eon” at the top and the section below the timeline

3. Do the same for Eras, Periods, and Epochs (although Epochs will need some re-adjustment 
because it’s too small).
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