
Energetic Atoms
 
Materials: you’ll need a solar bag and 2 tennis balls; each student will need a sheet of copy paper
 
Procedure:  

1. After meeting outside and laying the ground rules for the day, have 2 students run and fill the 
solar bag, delivering it back to you.

2. Have students line up on both sides of the bag (keeping their jewelry off it) while it “bakes”.  
Have them observe it getting hotter and the wrinkles disappearing.

3. As it lifts off the ground, use that moment to see if they can figure out what’s going on.
4. Back inside, go through the PowerPoint explanation, which includes 3 drawings of the bag and 6 

labels explaining those drawings.
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