Twirlybirds

Materials per Group (3 students): paper template of helicopter, scissors, ruler, calculators, stopwatch,
colored pencils (for graphs on day 2), sheet of notebook paper (1 per student)

Procedure:
1. Have students set up their papers
a. Title
b. Table: 5 rows by 6 columns
c. Copy the 3 things they will do with each Twirlybird: cut/fold, predict, collect data/
average
2. Get a student helper and demonstrate good Twirlybird drop technique-exactly the same every
time. One of you drops while the other times.
3. Students now get into groups and cut/fold, predict, then drop bird #1 3x and average.
4. Change a variable, like...
a. cut 1 cm from the length of both wings
b. cutl cm from one wing
c. add a paperclip to the bottom
d. change wing shape

5. Like before, predict, drop 3x, and average.
Change the same variable two more times for two more sets of results.
7. Later, or on day 2, make graphs-

a. Line-showing each drop

o

b. Bar-comparing the average of each Twirlybird

Copyright © 2011 InteractiveScienceLessons.com



