Balancing Chemical Equations

Materials: (students only need a clean sheet of paper)

Procedure:

1. Introductory comments-

a.
b.

Subscripts (little numbers) cannot change
Coefficients (big numbers) can

2. Problems 1-5:

a.
b.
c.

Have students copy line 1
Go over how many of each kind of atom is going in, and how many are coming out
Balance the atoms sloooowly and deliberately; each change should be copied onto a new
line
Keep reminding everyone of what’s going on:

i.  The ground rules for balancing

ii. Where we’re at in balancing the equation

iii. Mistakes are not bad!
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