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Education

University of Michigan - 2009
Linguistics B.A.

Primary Skills
● Ruby on Rails, HAML/SASS, TDD, XP, Agile, Git
● Javascript, Node.js, Express.js, Angular.js, Jasmine
● AWS, Devops, Networking, Rackspace, Chef, Puppet, MySQL, MongoDB
● Bash, Python, Django, PHP, CakePHP, Java SE, Linux, Unix

Employment History

Wasya Co - November 2012 (ongoing)
Wasya.co is a contracting body, accepting small- and medium-sized software/web-
development tasks from local clients. Please take a look at the description of   wasya.co 
projects. Some of the clients and tasks have been:

BJJCollective – Ongoing (1 year)
BJJcollective.com is a grappling arts technique database (and an online RPG). We provide 
the largest and most accurately categorized database of detailed instruction for the grappling
martial arts: judo, jiu jitsu, wrestling, and MMA. We also provide a fantasy-style online RPG 
that motivates real-life exercise and skill learning with quest completion. The role-playing 
game links real-world training gyms to connect the grappling community and encourage you 
to keep fit, exercise, and increase your discipline by means of continuous self-improvement. 
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At bjjcollective, I am responsible for
• Application layer design and development

• Delivery of the application to the public

Technology used: Chef, AWS, Ruby on Rails, Angular.js, MySQL, and MongoDB.

Serro LLC - February 2014 (1 year)
The (successfully delivered) goal was to create a custom in-house project management tool 
that would answer Serro's internal management and accounting requirements.

● Provided full-stack application development using Ruby on Rails.
● Worked closely with the design team to implement the desired look and feel (UI) 

using modern front-end technologies: HAML, SASS, Javascript.
● Automated deployments on AWS VPC with Chef
● Implemented a single-page Angular front-end for one of the components of the 

application. This component provided a graphical view of the tasks closed (and left 
open) on a project.

Nexenta Systems - November 2013 (2 years)
The project goal was to automate deployment of various Unix-based operating systems, and
install and configure services on those systems.

● Translated Chef functionality to equivalent Puppet functionality. Performed test-driven
development of Puppet modules and manifests.

● Setup DNS and DHCP servers on virtual networks.
● Used TFTP, NFS, PXE, iPXE and Grub for network-based installs.

International Technological University - August 2013 (1/2 a year)
ITU is a young, modern higher education institution in San Jose, CA. It is the only university 
that offers PhD in this city. The university has a custom-built course management system 
(ems.itu.edu) that is in need of continuous development and improvement.   http://itu.edu

● Migrated the codebase from ruby 1.8.7 to ruby 1.9.3, resolved gems conflicts and 
upgraded the gemset.

● Wrote extensive unit, functional, and regression tests.
● Enabled code covegate on the project using simplecov.
● Deployed infrastructure (chef, rackspace) for alpha-testing new releases without 

disrupting the production/live application.
● Along with a team of designers, prototyped the next version of the responsive user 

interface for the application.
● Made significant contributions to the Rails backend of the application.

Goji Access - June 2013 
Goji is an application that allows a door to be locked and unlocked via phone. 
http://gojiaccess.com

● Took over from an outsourced team.
● Configured the application and deployed it to the cloud.
● Wrote the documentation for future deployments.
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TechVOX - March 2013 (1/2 a year)
The SignVOX application is a print shop management system: it allows for easier 
management of printing hardware, customers, print jobs, accounting, and everything else 
that a print shop needs. The codebase is in Ruby 1.8.7 on Rails 2.   http://signvox.com

● Wrote an adapter to allow API integration of the application with Xero.com, an 
Australian accounting solution similar to Quickbooks. The Xero adapter securely 
communicates with the Xero server, parses and generates XML as needed, and 
allows both reading and writing data objects via the API.

Agency work - May 2010 (2 years)
In the beginning of 2010's, when I come to the Bay Area from Chicago, I was involved with 
several major clients through an agency. The most notable projects I had the honour of 
working on during that time have been:

Visa
Visa has a number of customer-facing web applications. This project centered on Visa 
Business Network, a Q\&A site and a community for small business owners.

● Performed maintenance tasks, updates and bug fixes on mission-critical web 
applications.

● Generated executive reports from MySQL data.

Google/Youtube
The project, Chrome Scheduler, creates a playlist of olympic games to watch on a laptop or 
tablet, based on athletes, kind of sports, and event types. 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2012/07/27/the-london-2012-olympics-app-and-
tools-guide/

● Wrote a backend for the Chrome extension.
● Deployed the application to Heroku.

Target
The website   http://weeklyad.target.com is a part of the Target shopping network.

● Performed maintenance and updates to a mission-critical web application for Target.
"Give with Target" is a public-good project by Target, through which it donated a million 
dollars to Canadian charities.   https://s3.amazonaws.com/ish-archive/2012/target-app.png

● Worked closely with project managers, designers, and stakeholders to fulfill the 
business requirements in a timely manner.

Audi
Audi has a number of web resources for customers in the U.S. One of the applications did 
lead generation, allowing potential buyers to be linked to Audi sales representatives. 
http://www.audiusa.com/models
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Another application provided a preview of customizations that are possible before 
purchasing a new car.   https://my.audiusa.com/

● Worked in a team of a dozen engineers, designers and managers to modernize the 
website's look and feel.

● The application was written in Ruby 1.8.7, using Rails 2 and Backbone. It was test-
driven, covered and benchmarked.

Old Navy
The product was a promotional Facebook application, a weekly raffle/contest through which 
Old Navy gave out prizes and gift cards.

● Coded the Ruby on Rails backend for the Facebook app.
● Contributed to the domain design and the business logic of the app.

Cruisewise
http://cruisewise.com was a web application that offered discounted cruise packages, and 
plenty of ways to customize your cruise trip. (As of 2014, the project has been merged into 
http://cruisecritic.com.)

● There are several existing CMSs that contain data (tables with metadata, 
descriptions, and photos) relevant to cruises. I wrote a web crawler using Rails, 
Selenium, Capybara, and Nokogiri that crawls Java-based CMSs and puts the data 
into MySQL and the filesystem, for further processing. The content that my crawler 
extracted was used for augmenting all other content of Cruisewise.

Mediatec Publishing Inc. - June 2009 (2 years)
Mediatec Publishing Inc. maintains the following resources:   http://clomedia.com, 
http://diversity-executive.com,   http://talentmgt.com,   http://www.certmag.com. These 
resources are online and print magazines, as well as an annual conference event. The target
audience is corporate learning professionals, such as Chief Learning Officers and talent 
aquisition managers.

● When I came on board, the production sites were written in PHP without the use of a 
framework; SQL queries were interspersed in the code; there was no testing of any 
kind, updates to production sites were done via FTP upload, and people were using 
Dreamweaver to code. In the course of my employment, I brought over significant 
changes to the process of web development & maintenance. I was instrumental in 
rewriting the most-visited site (http://clomedia.com) into a modern MVC pattern, using
industry-wide standards such as TDD, agile methodology, and ORM.

● Advised the team on the use of technology
● Suggested and implemented the use of an MVC (CakePHP)
● Suggested and implemented iterative development and test-driven development
● Used Fedora, Solaris, Apache, DNS, PHP, CakePHP, MySQL, Ruby, Java, Spring, 

Alfresco, Tomcat, Perl, HTML/CSS, jQuery
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