
As chair of the fiftieth anniversary planning committee, I invite you to 
enjoy this look back at the history of The International Preschools and 
mark your calendars to join in the many events planned for our 50th 
Anniversary Celebration.  

Overall, the goal of The International Preschools program has always 
been to nurture a healthy and positive bond between children, their 
families and their school. The founders of IPS believed that this is the 
foundation of a strong, happy and healthy adulthood. IPS believes in 
the need to inspire children to follow their passions, while letting them 
inspire us to do the same. According to the Dalai Lama, this is also the 
most basic seed of compassion.

Our ever-expanding community of 
current and former families, faculty, 
administrators and board members 
at The International Preschools con-
tinues to honor its founding “experi-
ment.” I know that the appreciation 
and pride we all feel about being 
connected to this lovely school will 
grow as we learn more about its 
unique history.

I hope to see everyone at the 
wonderful events we have planned 
for the upcoming school year!

 

A History of
The International 
Preschools
The Experiment
Ever since its inception fifty years 
ago, The International Preschools 
has had a unique mission. The idea 
of helping international families 
originated with Mrs. John Loeb, 
New York City’s first Commis-
sioner for the United Nations, and 
Mrs. Gordon E. Cox, the wife of the 
Canadian ambassador at that time. 
They were involved with the United 
Nations Hospitality Service and 
knew about a terrible incident that 
revealed the isolation wives of diplo-
mats experienced with no support, 
far from their home countries: the 
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young wife of a diplomat from an African nation 
threw herself and her young children from the win-
dow of their high-rise apartment. In response, Mrs. 
Loeb and Mrs. Cox gathered a group of prominent 
New York women at the UN to discuss what could 
be done to help these families.
 
Out of this meeting, the experimental idea of an 
“International Play Group” was proposed. Mrs. 
Alison Lanier, director of the United Nations Hos-
pitality Service, organized a Wednesday afternoon 
playgroup at the Holy Trinity Church during the 
spring of 1963 with ten children from Japan, Brazil, 
Cambodia and France.

Among that first group of parents was Mrs. Eiko 
Shimada, who went on to work as a beloved admin-
istrator at The International Preschools for over 
45 years. She introduced many Japanese families 
to IPS through the years and was the guiding light 
behind the Japanese Parents’ Committee. 

Also involved from the very beginnning was pedia-
trician Dr. Edward Davies. The law required that the 

school have a doctor on staff, and Dr. Davies volun-
teered his services. When a Board of Directors was 
organized, Dr. Davies was a charter member. He 
remains an active board member to this day.

It was decided that once- and twice-a-week groups 
would be started in three different locations. In ad-
dition to organizing the playgroups, the staff helped 
parents with the exigencies of life like shopping 
and finding doctors or babysitters who spoke their 
language. 

When Miss Betsy Frothingham O’Malley (“Miss 
Betsy”) became the first director of the school, a 
large part of her work was fundraising. The families 
served by the school were not always the ambas-
sadors and heads of delegations, but also included 
support personnel who did not have many resourc-
es and who needed help. Miss Betsy established a 
scholarship fund so that any international child 
could attend the program. 

In the fall of 1963, she wrote to The Heckscher 
Foundation for Children requesting donations of 
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History...

December 1963 
First issue of The Scribbler 
is published.

Spring 1963 
First playgroup 
starts
with 10 childen.

November 1965

IPG children sing at the 
tree lighting at Rockefeller 
Center.

Fall 1963 

By the fall of the first 
year, 62 children at-
tended, overseen by 
Miss Betsy.

Fall 1963 
The Heckshcher Foundation 
donated basic school 
supplies.
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classic children’s books, blocks, paints, toy tea sets, 
puzzles and manipulative toys. These same ma-
terials are the basis of any quality preschool cur-
riculum today. The school grew quickly as it met an 
important need in the international community. 
There was a constant search for new space, and new 
locations were opened in different areas of the city. 
Houses of worship donated their Sunday school 
spaces rent-free so the playgroup could expand. At 
the end of its very first year, the school had expand-
ed to include sixty-two children from thirty-three 
countries. And by the fall of 1966, there were seven 
locations, including one in Flushing, Queens.           
 
The Crèche Begins
In the fall of 1967, supported by Commissioner 
Loeb, Miss Betsy opened the Crèche at 132 East 
54th Street as a babysitting service for children 
between the ages of six months and three years. The 
Crèche served families working with United Na-
tions Missions, Secretariats and Consulates. Mrs. 
Cox and Mrs. Loeb recognized that the mothers of 
these very young children needed such a service 
to give them an opportunity to socialize with each 
other and explore New York City. Mrs. Nell Scho-
field, a trained nurse and kindergarten teacher, 
oversaw the creche. The Heckscher Foundation 
for Children once more generously donated all the 
necessary equipment. Over the years, the Crèche 

has evolved into a developmentally appropriate 
introduction to school for children from the ages of 
eighteen months to just over two years. Today, the 
Crèche Program is located at 45th Street, enrolls 
fifty children and is staffed by highly trained teach-
ers.

The International Art Exhibitions
As the International Play Group grew, so did its 
need for funds. Through the assistance of Mrs. Gor-
don Cox, the first of eight “Young Artists” exhibi-
tions was held in 1969 and involved members of 
the United Nations and the international commu-
nity. The well-known artist Richard Anuszkiewicz 
designed the exhibition’s poster and U Thant, then 
Secretary General of the United Nations, wrote a 
message for the first page of the catalogue entitled 
Young Artists from Around the World.

 
The success of the first exhibition led to a biennial 
event. Maria Del Rio, a former member of the Board 
of Trustees and a parent at the time, organized the 
exhibitions from 1971 to 1979. She remembers, 
“We had Calder, Miró, then I got Will Barnet…
we got Robert Dash. Will Barnet introduced me to 
Romare Bearden…artists came through the consul-
ates.” Steadfast supporter Mrs. Loeb chaired the 
second exhibition in 1971. The honorary chairs 
were none other than Mrs. John Lindsay and Mrs. 

Fall 1967 

The first Creche was a 
babysitting service.

1969 - 1979

The International Art Exhibi-
tions attracted celebrities, 
socialites and politicians.  The 
bottom picture shows Mayor 
Lindsay, Mrs. Loeb and Betsy 
Frothingham

Late 60’s

Field trips are always popular.

Early 70’s

An early advertisement listed 
locations at 86th, 74th, 51st 
and 31st Streets.3



      

Nelson Rockefeller, wives of the New York City 
Mayor and New York State Governor, respectively. 
A modern master, Alexander Calder, created an ex-
citing and colorful poster for the event. That exhibit 
traveled to Saratoga Springs as well.

More than thirteen hundred people attended the 
“Young Artists ’75” gala opening. One hundred and 
seventy-five artists from sixty-five countries sub-
mitted work, but only sixty-five were chosen! That 
year’s poster, designed by Will Barnet, was appro-
priately titled, “Play,” and The New York Times art 
critic, John Russell, reviewed the show enthusiasti-
cally. 

A New Director and A New Era
In the early 70s, with the support of prominent 
New Yorkers and the funds raised at the biennial art 
exhibits, the International Play Group was finally 
able to have its own space when several smaller 
locations were consolidated into a converted public 
school building at First Avenue and 51st Street. This 
building was shared with the United Nations Com-
munity Center, headed by Mrs. Loeb.

The spring 1974 edition of The Scribbler announced 
the appointment of a new director, Betsy Newell. 
Betsy was an educator, a tireless fundraiser and an 

inspiring leader. When she first took over, there 
were five hundred children and thirteen locations 
around the city. Betsy found that the international 
families still needed support acclimating to New 
York City life and that the school provided great 
resources for these families.

Early in Betsy Newell’s tenure, the International 
Play Group got a new name. One of the school’s 
earliest and most generous Trustees had written 
a check to “The Play Group. Her bankers, carefully 
watching the funds of this elderly woman, became 
alarmed that she was writing checks to some rock 
band called the “The Play Group.” The Board de-
cided to change the name to “The International 
Preschools,” reflecting the fact that it was a serious 
school.

In September of 1983, The International Preschools 
moved its flagship location yet again, this time to 
the present location at 330 East 45th Street. Built 
by the United Nations Development Corporation 
this office building included space designed espe-
cially for the school. In an article in the winter 1984 
Scribbler, Betsy Newell described the brand new fa-
cility and thanked Mrs. Loeb, Community Board Six 
and The United Nations Development Corporation 
for providing the school with “such a splendid home.”

 

Late 70’s 

The International Playgroup 
is renamed The International 
Preschools.

1975 

A picture inThe New York Daily News shows Gover-
nor Hugh Carey and Mayor Abe Beame listening as 
IPG children sing at the World Trade Center celebrat-
ing the 30th Anniversary of the United Nations. 

1973

The International Playgroup 
gets a flagship location at 51st 
Street and First Avenue.
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1983 

 The current headquarters at 
330 East 45th Street opens.

1980’s 

The Parents’ Association is 
formed and hosts popular 
benefits.

1988 

Founding Trustee Dr. 
Davies is honored for 
25 years of service to 
IPS.

1986 

The first faculty benefit starts 
a tradition  honoring longtime 
teachers and staff.
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Nancy Brown Joins 
The International Preschools
In 1975 the Crèche supervisor at the time, Mrs.
Scully, was retiring and Director Betsy Newell want-
ed her replacement to have a nursing background. 
Summer volunteer Kari Brown, age thirteen, sug-
gested her mother, a registered nurse, for the post. 
Nancy recalls her first visit: “I fell in love with the 
Crèche. There was a little Japanese girl conversing 
in Japanese on a toy telephone with a tow-headed 
Norwegian boy.” In the late 70’s, family commit-
ments took Betsy Newell to England for long pe-
riods. Nancy was first co-Director with Betsy and 
later headed the school on her own. Nancy Brown 
remained as Director until the 2000-2001 school 
year.

The years that Nancy headed the school saw many 
changes. She instituted health benefits for the 
faculty and staff, improved salaries and created a 
comprehensive policy handbook. She raised teacher 
credentials and made support of continuing educa-
tion for the teachers a priority for the school. Nancy 
herself returned to school and obtained a master’s 
degree in Early Childhood Education from New 
York University. She helped to organize a daycare 
center for the United Nations, still in existence 

today. She created the IPS Parents’ Association and 
recruited many parents who went on to become 
active on the IPS Board. Since retiring as Director in 
2001, Nancy has served on the IPS Board. 

Valerie Kennedy Becomes Director
Val began her involvement with IPS as a parent 
when she came to New York as part of the United 
Nations community and enrolled her young son, 
Ben, in the Crèche. Trained as a teacher in England, 
Val soon joined the faculty of IPS. She was Loca-
tion Director at the East 74th Street site and later 
became Education Director. Val received a master’s 
degree in Early Childhood Education from Bank 
Street College. During her tenure as Education 
Director, The International Preschools embraced 
the play-based curriculum. As an expatriate herself, 
Val appreciated how many children and parents in 
the UN community endure difficult transitions and 
knew change was very hard for young children in 
any circumstance. She instituted the individualized 
separation process that has helped so many chil-
dren flourish at IPS.

Val’s very first day as Director was September 11, 
2001. No one will forget her “keep calm and carry 
on” attitude during that unsettling time. Despite 
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the inconveniences from new security procedures 
and heightened awareness of threats, IPS con-
tinued to grow. The school became an even more 
sought-after choice for families eager for an inter-
national experience for their young children.

In the early 2000s, while Val was Director, IPS 
launched its first website, making it easier for 
families from around the world to explore the 
school. Communication with parents via email and 
frequent electronic newsletters helps busy parents 
stay involved in classroom life. Val oversaw the 
opening of the current West Side school at 120 
West 76th Street, a location that now has an en-
rollment almost as large as that of the 45th Street 
branch. The administrative offices at 45th Street 
were also renovated to their present appearance. 
Val retired as director, but continues at IPS as our 
Liason to the International Community.

Donna Cohen – The Current Director
In the spring of 2010, the Board announced that 
Donna Cohen, then Founding Director of Clare-
mont Children’s School, would be the new Director. 
Beloved traditions such as international celebra-
tions have been maintained while some exciting 
additions have been made in conjunction with 
Education Director Lynne Mueller and Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Paul Kane. An innovative iPad 
curriculum is attracting attention from schools 

2003    

120 West 76th Street  opens.

1990’s 

 Family picnics in Central Park 
are organized by IPS fathers.

1990’s 

A gradual separation 
becomes routine.

 1989

The Scribbler describes 
the celebration of the 25th 
Anniversary.

History
around the country and the engaging handwriting 
program has been a great success. Afterschool op-
tions have expanded with offerings such as a musi-
cal theatre workshop, soccer, fencing and chess. 
Classrooms at every location have been renovated 
with a consistent style and the 45th Street gym 
was completely renovated in the summer of 2011. 
Most exciting of all, a new branch at 345 East 86th 
Street will be ready to welcome over 170 students 
for the 2013 school year, making The International 
Preschools a significant presence on the family 
friendly Upper East Side.

Looking forward to this anniversary year, Donna 
notes, “In 1963 IPS was founded to create a com-
munity for families new to New York City, who left 
family and friends behind in their native coun-
tries. Even though the world has changed, now, 50 
years later IPS continues to create a community 
for families here. We are a community of diverse 
backgrounds, from near and far, here for different 
reasons. We embrace and celebrate how we are dif-
ferent and how we are alike. 

50 years ago the educational founders of IPS 
embraced a “Play Based” approach to teaching young 
children. Now, 50 years later IPS continues to value 
a “Learning Through Play” curriculum. Educational 
trends have come and gone, but we remain true to 
the original educational philosophy of IPS.

We celebrate a strong foundation, 50 years strong 
and look to a long future for IPS.”

Joan Colen
IPS Archivist
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1963-1971: First Presbyterian 
Church, 12 West 12th Street

1963-1971: Central Presbyterian 
Church, 593 Park Avenue

1963 Summer Program at 119 
East 74th Street

1963-1964: 215 West 34th Street

1963-2009: Park Avenue Christian 
Church, 1010 Park Avenue

1964-1965: Riverside Church, 
122nd Riverside Drive

1966-1970: Free Synagogue, 
Flushing Queens, 136-23 Sanford 
Avenue

1967-1972: 310 East 42nd Street

1968-1970: 3 West 65th Street

1968-1982: Saint Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, 132 East 54th Street

1969-1973: St. Bartholomew’s 

Church, 109 East 50th Street

1969-2013: Jan Hus Church, 
351 East 74th Street

Early 1970’s: 318 East 30th Street

1972: 937 First Avenue

1973-1984: United Nations 
Children’s Center,
 931 First Avenue

1974-1983: First Avenue & East 
51st Street

1978-1979: Church of Good 
Shepherd , 236 East 31st Street

1980-1982: East Side 
International Community Center, 
931 First Avenue

1980’s: St. Stephen’s Church,
 241 East 28th Street

1983-Present: 330 East 45th 
Street

1983: UN - Childcare Center, 
322 East 44th Street

1983-1987: United Nations 
Children’s Center, 
52nd and Third Avenue

1984-1986: Saint Vartan Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral,
34th & Second)

1987-1988: 31st Street Location 
(30 East 31st Street)

1987-1993: Anglo American 
School, 18 West 89th Street

1988-2013: 28 East 35th Street

1992-2003: 57 West 75th Street

1994-2003: West 82nd Street

2003-Present: 120 West 76th 
Street 

2013: 345 East 86th Street

Remember The Many Locations of 
The International Preschools Through The Years

2013-14 

A Year of 50th Anniversary

celebrations!

2013 

345 East 86th Street 
opens.

2013

Former Directors Betsy 
Newell, Nancy Brown and 
Valerie Kennedy along 
with current Director 
Donna Cohen, eagerly 
anticipate the anniversary 
celebrations.

2011  

IPS launches the 
innovative iPad 
initiative. 

2009

 Eiko Shimada, IPS admin-
istrator for 45 years, parent 
and grandparent of alumni, 
retires.

Illustrations by Anna Nadler, 2013



Saturday, September 28, 2013  
Family Field  Day at Chelsea Piers 

IPS will take over Chelsea Piers as we enjoy gymnastics,  
soccer, basketball, rock climbing and more. Expert 
instructors will coach and encourage the IPS children 
and families in attendance. We will have a special 
performance by the Paper Bag Players. Refreshments 
and a birthday treat will be part of the festivities! 

Saturday, November 23, 2013 
Concert and Sing-Along 
    
Join us at Symphony Space, the legendary concert hall 
on the Upper West Side, as we sing songs of peace and 
togetherness with humanitarian, songwriter and folk 
singer John Farrell. John will have us all singing along 
in no time!

Friday, February  9, 2014
Movie  and Dim Sum 

We have been working with Stork Films to capture 
the past and present of The International Preschools 
in a short documentary. We have old timers being 
interviewed, children enjoying class and everything in 
between. After this exciting screening we will all go to 
Jing Fong for Dim Sum for a family style feast!

Wednesday, May 1, 2014
50th Anniversary Gala at The UN

We expect over 1000 guests to come together to 
celebrate the history of IPS as we look to our future! 
We have been working hard to contact alums from 
the opening in 1963 up to our present day. We have 
contacted all the retired teachers and many will be 
attending this fabulous event.

Please visit www.ipsnyc.org/50th for more 
information.

Save the Date for these 50th Anniversary Events! 

The International Preschools

330 East 45th Street

New York, NY 10128
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