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Abstract (Poster) 
The PLOCAN Consortium is a multipurpose service facility center with land-based and sea-

based cutting-edge infrastructures, located in Gran Canaria (Spain). Its main mission is to promote 
long-term observation and sustainability of the ocean, through a cost-effective combination of 
services and capacities, such as integrated observatory (open-ocean and coastal nodes), marine 
test-site facility, base for ocean vehicles, and training and innovation hub. A multidisciplinary set of 
cutting-edge systems, equipment and tools is part of the current PLOCAN capabilities on ocean 
observation, highlighting among others a fleet of ocean-gliders suited by different technologies 
(buoyancy driven and surface) and payload sensor configurations. PLOCAN provides flag-ship 
training initiatives at international level related to ocean-technology for observation. An 
International Glider School (held yearly since 2011) with support and involvement by leading 
manufacturers and end-users is a unique opportunity to know in a hands-on way the state-of-the-art 
of this cutting-edge technologies. The school is held yearly at PLOCAN facilities in Gran Canaria, 
where up to now more than 120 students from 27 countries around the world have joined. Despite 
still futuristic look for many, gliders are consolidated as key ocean observing tool to increase ocean 
presence in a sustainable and cost-effective way and therefore, improve data quality and derived 
products in benefit to a wide range of socio-economic sectors. A noteworthy variety of commercial 
models and prototypes developed on the same physical principle (buoyancy) for those labeled as 
profilers, and the use of renewable energies (wind and waves) for the surface (ASVs) versions, offer a 
broad range of new capabilities allowing to monitor under new spatiotemporal scales. The regular 
use of these autonomous devices implies to dispose dedicated infrastructures (gliderport) and 
highly qualified technical staff (glider school) that enable such efficiency and sustainability of use. 
PLOCAN represents a prime example of faithful marine-robotics infrastructure, providing on one 
side the spaces, equipment, technical staff and easily accessible operational scenarios where to run 
regularly and test in a cost-effective way new technological developments (test site), acting as well 
as shared infrastructure and service provider. Currently, PLOCAN glliderport facility is member of 
the European project initiative EuroMarineRobots.


