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DISCLAIMER CONCERNING LEGAL ADVICE: 
All information here is for educational purposes only. Each and every business situation is 
unique and different. For specific legal questions related to your particular venture please 
consult a lawyer. The author is not an attorney. He is not qualified and licensed to give legal 
advice and nothing herein should be considered in any way to be legal advice. The 
information here will likely be of great help when speaking with your own attorney 
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About the Author 
 
 

Mr. Patrick Dague was trained on Wall Street in New York City by a major 

national investment brokerage firm. He became a registered investment 

advisor, financial planner and stockbroker and 

helped his firm raise tens of millions of dollars 

for various private business and real estate 

opportunities. 

 
He left that company after a few years to join a 

smaller investment securities firm where he 

specialized in raising private capital for small 

and medium sized companies. Mr. Dague later 

resigned from that smaller firm in order to focus on his own ventures. 

Since resigning as an investment broker over twenty years ago Mr. Dague 

has raised millions of dollars in private capital for his own business & real 

estate ventures, including online marketing and startups. He has in addition 

successfully coached others about the process. 

Mr. Dague holds undergraduate degrees in Aviation Science and Business 

Management. His graduate work was in International Business. He is 

currently active in certain types of charitable work in addition to funding his 

own ventures, particularly real estate ventures, when opportunities arise. 

EARNING DISCLAIMER: 

In compliance with the Federal Trade Commission Act, Section 5, no warranty, guarantee or claim of any kind 

whatsoever is made that you will earn any money by using any of the ideas, documents, strategies, tips, products, 

services, tactics, or advice provided herein. Results shown are not typical and there are no guarantees made that you 

will achieve results similar to ours or anyone else’s by using the documents, ideas and techniques offered.  Your 

level of success will be determined by many factors that are outside of our control, including your willingness to 

properly implement the suggested steps and follow them through to completion. 
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Nature of Success Video Transcript 

Hey, Patrick Dague here. Let’s have some fun, talk about success a little bit and 

talk “outside the box” just a bit.   

 

I’d say most of my business career I didn’t exactly understand the true nature of 

success. In one of the training videos I talk about attributes of it.  It’s how you feel 

when you wake up in the morning, how you feel during the day, how you treat 

people.   

 

Of course having money, great relationships, successful business ventures ─ 

those can all be attributes of success as well. But they are not success itself.  

Really, success is an inside job, and anything that’s conditional for success is not 

true success.   

 

“Anything that’s conditional for success  

is not true success.” 

 

If my success were conditional, meaning I’m successful “only If” I manage to bring 

about some kind of event or circumstance, and if I firmly believe my success in life 

depends on how well I control the outside world, then guess what? I do have a 

problem. That’s because I’ve noticed that the outside world is not totally 

controllable.   

 

“If my success depends on how well  

I control the outside world, guess what? 

I do have a problem.” 
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Simply spoken, my inner core feeling of well being, inner peace, balance and self-

empowerment ─ that is real success ─ and it is not conditional whatsoever.   

 

That of course means real success it is not dependent on what happens in the 

outside world, nor on how much money I have in the bank or how my life unfolds. 

It derives instead from how I handle my internal energy, my internal thoughts.  

 

Now for reasons I can’t explain exactly, maintaining my core inner balance at all 

times seems to lead to, or contribute to, what is commonly understood as 

“success” in the outside world: 
 
 

    ►  Success in Relationships  
 

    ►  Success in Business 
 

         ►  Success in Life 
 
 

In fact having and maintaining that inner core balance is foundational.  

 

“Your inner core balance 

is foundational.” 

 

It’s important, to me at least, to stay balanced  ─ to stay present now ─ no matter 

how well the business ventures are going, or not going sometimes!  Now, if you’re 

one of the folks listening to this who happens to agree that, yes, that is important 

(and not everyone does) the next question is “Great! How do you get there?  How 

can you maintain it?  How do I maintain it?” 

 

“How do you get there? 

How can you maintain it? 

How do I maintain it?” 
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I’ll share some of my practices with you, as well as a short personal story that in 

some ways gave me a jump start, although, believe me, I don’t recommend you 

take this particular path! 

 

So first, the short story: 

 

As the result of an accident where someone operating another vehicle made a 

major mistake, and unfortunately there was a fuel tank rupture, I ended up in a 

burn unit for about three weeks with severe burns on my legs, getting skin grafts.  

 

There is a published “letter to the editor” I wrote from my hospital bed which is 

included with the transcript of this video, along with a few other things.  

 

The whole thing was a rather painful process.  And actually that’s kind of an 

understatement.  That was a good few years ago now, and I’m fine.   

 

During the time I was in the hospital I was certainly aware of being in pain, 

however I also noticed that there was some part of me that really was OK despite 

the pain.  It was a very interesting experience. 

 

And later in life I realized that the same thing is true with regard to all of life’s 

challenges. It seems that there is this place in all of us that is always OK.  

 

So regardless of what is happening I’ve discovered there’s an awareness in us, 

which of course includes you, that’s never touched.  No matter what happens, it’s 

always OK. 
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“There’s an  

“AWARENESS-In-YOU” 

that’s never touched.”  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

“No matter what happens ─  

It is always OK.” 

 

In my personal experience that core centered place within is foundational; it really 

is the foundation on which to build a business, build relationships and in fact build 

a life.  

 

For me reaching and maintaining this place within myself is achieved in part by  

staying out of “story”.  By that I mean not getting lost in unnecessary thoughts that 

not only are a waste of time, but are often disempowering as well.  

 

About 90% of thoughts, according to some teachers, are simply valueless. 

 

 

“About 90% of thoughts 

are simply valueless.” 

 

I’ll talk about that concept a bit more in a moment, but basically it’s just being 

present with “what is” without having thoughts or judgments in my head about 

“why” it is. So it’s simply staying present with what’s happening.   

 

It is also achieved in part by trusting myself, meaning I trust that by acting from 

that core inner balanced place within I’m moving in the right direction in life. It also 

means trusting that if at times I don’t seem to be “moving in the right direction” 
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then I trust there is a “gift” in those sometimes situations for me as well, i.e. I trust 

that something good will result even if I don’t yet know what it is. 

 

Now yes, part of this is having a great attitude, however it is beyond that.  It really 

is a core & foundational inner presence.  

 

Should I find myself slipping out of this centered, balanced and frankly powerful 

place within that we all have I’ll take usually a conscious breath. At the same time 

I’ll notice & deliberately pay attention to what is happening around me.  

 

I’ll also make myself fully aware of exactly what I’m doing right then, even though it 

might be rather mundane, like pumping gas or washing a few dishes. I’ll even 

sometimes briefly hold my hands out in front of me and feel the energy in them. 

That also helps me come back to my inner balance; come back to “being in the 

flow” – meaning that I then return to being aware, fully responsive and untroubled 

as I proceed with doing whatever may be called for in any given moment. 

 

One thing that helps is to not get caught up in “stories in the head”, as for example 

thinking “so & so is a rotten rascal”; and I certainly do not get lost in anger. 

 

So the practice for me, and I recommend you try it yourself, is maintaining my 

present awareness in the moment (THIS MOMENT) so I do not get caught up in 

“stories in my head”.  

 

Another key practice, and one I’m very careful with, is to never complain. Now 

sure, if you get served cold soup, ask the kitchen to heat it up, but don’t make that 
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into a complaint. Do not add an overlay of “make-wrong”, whether it’s cold soup or 

any of the myriad of other things that can seemingly go wrong in life.  

 

And another key practice 

is to never complain. 

 

Simply deal with situations as they arise, or put them aside until you can get them 

handled, and stay focused. Stay in your power.  

 

For me, as a result of reaching and maintaining this place within, life just seems to 

flow so much better.  It’s an inner game.  And getting the “inner game” right seems 

to manifest in things going right in the outer world. That’s been my experience. 

 

Getting the “inner game” right seems to 

manifest in things going right in the outer world. 

 

So those are my suggestions about the nature of success.  Do not allow yourself 

to be pulled off course; the course you’ve set for yourself.  Stay focused and you 

can reach any goal whatsoever. 

 

Don’t allow yourself to be pulled off course. 

Stay focused and you can reach any goal whatsoever. 

 

Make changes as appropriate but stay focused, and you can reach any goal 

whatsoever. This is Patrick Dague. I’ll see YOU on the next video! 
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Letter to Editor from the Burn Unit 

 

Part of being successful is attitude. When life gives you lemons, 

make lemonade!   

 

It turns out there are gifts in everything, if we look for them. So 

although this particular “set of lemons” was rather bitter, I still 

managed to look for and find some gifts in this unfortunate event.  It 

wasn’t easy, and I’m sharing this now only because attitude really is a 

major key to success. (See next page for legible copy.) 

 

*GUEST COLUMN 
Valley Times Newspaper * Pleasanton, CA 

 By Patrick Dague 

 
 

*I never think of myself as a victim so I don’t much like the title they used, 

but I was nonetheless happy the newspaper printed my guest editorial. 
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GUEST COLUMN 

By Patrick Dague 
 

Over the years I have read a number of articles about people 

being seriously burned and their process of treatment and 

recovery through hydro-therapy and skin grafts. I never 

expected to have first hand knowledge of the subject myself, 

and yet all it takes in our highly industrialized society is for 

someone to make a mistake. Gasoline and chemicals are 

everywhere, and it is possible that almost anyone might find 

themselves where I am now – in the burn treatment unit at 

Eden Hospital in Castro Valley, California. 

 

It is difficult to convey the compassion, professionalism and 

care that are dispensed so easily and readily here. The 

treatment process itself is an often bewildering series of hydro-

therapy sessions, dressing changes, intravenous antibiotics 

and constant medical monitoring. Privacy all but disappears. 

Pain is a fact of life. And yet through it all runs a steady thread 

of deeply compassionate professionals, who are doing their 

level best to help me get through this, and treating me like gold 

in the process. 

 

The burns just quite simply hurt, sometimes worse than others. 

The treatment process which in my case requires scrubbing the 

open wounds three times a day in the hydro-therapy tubs also 

hurts. And yet in spite of the pain, I am finding much of this to 

be a very positive experience. 

 

One thing I have learned is that pain is not meant to be handled 

alone. Like other facets of human experience, such as joy and 
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sorrow, happiness and grief, pain is for sharing. Friends, family 

and the medical staff here have been invaluable. 

 

Just one example out of many followed an unexpectedly painful 

session in the hydro-therapy tubs. The nurse who had been 

scrubbing my open wounds stopped by my room a little later. 

All she did was have the courage to look in my eyes with 

compassionate acknowledgement. She did not take on the 

pain, she simply joined me in recognizing it, and she seemed to 

recognize our shared humanity at the same time. It seemed to 

me to be a recognition that our positions could easily be 

reversed. 

 

Pain itself seems to come in waves, sometimes building up to a 

storm which leaves no room mentally for anything else. The 

Valley Times quoted me as using “meditation techniques and 

sound vibrations” instead of drugs for dealing with pain. That is 

fairly accurate except that the “sound vibrations” might just as 

easily have been called “controlled moaning,” and on a couple 

of different nights I did take a sleeping pill. 

 

In a society where we are conditioned to look mainly for the 

good times and the laughter, I think perhaps we miss a lot of 

life’s richness by wanting to avoid or escape from the tough 

times we all go through. 

 

As for me, I would not have traded a shot of morphine for the 

compassion of another human being who had the courage to 

meet my eyes and calmly share my pain. The pain will pass. 

The shared compassion and courage will stay with me. 

 

--------------------------------- 
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An Appreciation and a Book Suggestion 
 
 

Mr. Bruce Methven is a securities attorney with offices in Berkeley, 

California who has assisted me with a number of private placement 

offerings.  

 

I have sincerely appreciated his help and insight and I’m glad to 

recommend his book, *Raising Money Legally, which is available for Kindle 

readers on Amazon.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

*Please Note: The Jobs Act was enacted after this book was published. That new law 

allows for advertising to accredited investors under certain circumstances. I suggest 

checking with legal counsel for more specific information. 
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Your Personal Investments 

 

If you are approaching this subject from the viewpoint of an investor 

with available funds who is looking for opportunities, as opposed to 

raising money from third party investors for your own ventures, we 

may want to connect with each other on that level. 

 

One of the lessons I’ve learned over the years is 

how important it is to maintain the safety of 

invested capital.   Money lost in an investment 

portfolio gets more difficult to replace as we get 

older because we just simply have less time for 

our capital to grow.  

 

Investment Opportunities: From time to time I may have 

*investment opportunities available to discuss with people with 

whom I’ve developed a reasonable business relationship. If you 

want to know more about these please visit my website at 

www.investorsformybusiness.com/investor-survey and respond 

to a few brief questions. I’ll send you a short note and a small 

gift in response, and then stay in touch as appropriate.  
 

*This is not in any way whatsoever a solicitation for money nor an offer to sell an investment. Investments, if any 

are offered and / or sold, will be offered and sold only to those persons or entities who meet the requirements of that 

particular offering in advance, and will be offered and sold ONLY by written prospectus. No offers to invest will be 

made or accepted via public or online formats of any kind, but you can learn more about this if interested. 
 

With best wishes to you for joy in life  
& success in business,  
 
Patrick Dague     

END 
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