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In Missouri, a person  

is killed with a gun 

every 10 hours.15

10 hrs

From 2005 to 2014,  

1.6 times more people 

were killed with a gun 

in Missouri than U.S. 

soldiers killed in  

combat in the Iraq  

and Afghanistan  

wars combined.

Gun violence takes a devastating toll on Missouri
• From 2005 to 2014, 8,323 people were killed with guns in Missouri.1

• Missouri is among the deadliest states for gun violence. From 2005 to 2014, Missouri 
had the 15th-highest rate of gun-related deaths of any state, with a rate of 13.84 
gun-related deaths for every 100,000 people. This rate is 35 percent higher than the 
national average.2 

• From 2005 to 2014, 1.6 times more people in Missouri were killed with guns than the 
total number of soldiers killed in combat in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars combined.3 

• Missouri is one of the 21 states where more people are killed with guns than in  
car accidents.4

Missouri has some of the highest levels of gun-related crime in the country
• From 2005 to 2014, Missouri ranked seventh for highest rate of gun-related murders, 

with a rate of 5.36 gun-related homicides per every 100,000 people. This rate is 39 
percent higher than the national average.5

• Missouri has high rates of aggravated assaults committed with a gun. From 2005 
to 2014, there were 88 aggravated assaults with a gun per every 100,000 people in 
Missouri, giving it a rank of fourth-highest among the states.6

The burden of gun violence in Missouri falls disproportionately 
on communities of color
• While African Americans make up close to 12 percent of the state population, they 

account for approximately 69 percent of gun-related homicide victims in the state.7

Domestic violence and access to guns is a lethal combination in Missouri
• From 2005 to 2014, 152 women were fatally shot by their intimate partner in Missouri.8
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The Law Center to 

Prevent Gun Violence 

gives Missouri an F  

for the strength of  

its gun laws.16

of Missouri voters 

supported requiring a 

background check for 

every gun sale.

• Missouri ranked 12th-worst in the nation for the rate of gun-related murders  
of women by intimate partners from 2005 to 2014, with a rate of 5.0 per every  
1 million women.9

Gun-related suicides are a substantial problem in Missouri
• From 2005 to 2014, a gun-related suicide occurred every 18 hours.10

• From 2005 to 2014, 4,907 people in Missouri died by a gun-related suicide.11

Young people are killed with guns in high numbers in Missouri
• From 2005 to 2014, 1,017 people younger than age 21 were killed by gun violence 

in Missouri.12

• With a rate of 6.08 gun-related deaths of people younger than age 21, the state ranks 
fourth in the nation.13 

Missouri residents strongly support common-sense measures 
to prevent gun violence
• A 2013 poll found that 85 percent of Missouri voters supported requiring a back-

ground check for every gun sale.14

85%
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