
Module 3, Session 2: Avoid Legal Pitfalls

What to Expect in Module 3, Session 2 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Is It Protected? 

I did an introduction to this earlier in this course, but I want to deep-dive a bit more 
because some of you may want to use quotes in your journals or images, etc.  

Fair Use

There is something known as “Fair Use,” a legal doctrine in the United States that 
permits limited use of copyrighted material without acquiring written permission from 
the copyright holder(s). Fair Use applies to various copyrighted materials but is used 
most often by authors in reference to their use of quotes.

The widely accepted rule of quotes is that those 50 words or less are Fair Use. Still 
always give attribution, identifying the person who the quote is attributed to. You need 
nothing more than quotation marks around the quote plus the person’s name. 

Usually, you are safe if the quote is 50 words or less. However, the law is GRAY, and 
Fair Use can be determined by the person you are quoting. If you are quoting 
someone who only has a limited amount of words in their book, for example, a 
children’s book, you are quoting a lot of their material. In this case, Fair Use may not 
apply. It may also be determined by a judge’s mood on any given day. 

The law is so gray that if you are right around that 50 word mark, you could run into 
some problems. Therefore, stay away from quotes that are large parts of works like 
poems, short stories, inspirational works, children’s books, etc. Use quotes to 
enhance your work, not as the primary content in your work. If you are doing a journal 
and want quotes as inspirational little pops to get the user’s creative juices going, use 
your own words and then just have quotes there to enhance the pages.

Public Domain

Public domain works are free to use without permission or attribution. In general, a 
work falls into the public domain in the United States if:

๏ it was published in the USA prior to January 1, 1923

๏ it was published with a copyright notice from 1923 to March 1, 1964 and the 
copyright was NOT renewed. It was required for all works published in this time 
that their copyrights be renewed in the 28th year after the original copyright was 
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issued. If the copyright holder failed to do so, the work fell into the public domain. 
For works copyrighted between 1950-1964, you can do a search on copyright.gov 
to see if the copyright was renewed. For works between 1923-1950, there may be 
other steps you need to take to verify renewal.

๏ it was published in the US prior to March 1, 1989 without proper copyright notice. 
Under copyright laws in effect before 1978, a work that was published without the 
word “Copyright” or a © plus name of the copyright owner, the work would enter the 
public domain. This rule was repealed. Copyright notice is not required for works 
first published after March 1, 1989. But a warning…just because you find a book 
without a copyright notice does not mean that the work is in the public domain. The 
copy you are viewing may be unauthorized, etc. You need to verify the copyright 
status at copyright.gov.

๏ it was created by US Government employees in the course of doing their jobs 
(because their salaries are paid for by our tax dollars in the US, their work product 
is in the public domain).

๏ it has been donated to the public domain. For images, look at openclipart.org and 
pixabay.com. These are all images donated into the public domain.

๏ the author of the work has been dead for 70 years (generally the case outside the 
USA*). In the USA, for works published after 1977, if the work was written by a 
single author, the copyright expires 70 years after the author’s death. If a work was 
written by several authors and published after 1977, it will not expire until 70 years 
after the last surviving author dies. 

* every country’s laws are different. You need to research the laws of a particular 
copyright country to accurately determine the copyright status. 

Public domain is fantastic. There is some amazing content on US government web 
sites, though not everything there is in the public domain. If you want to learn more 
about public domain, check out Tony Laidig’s Public Domain courses for detailed 
information on public domain works of all types and instructions on how to verify 
copyright status.

Works That Cannot Be Protected

There are a number of things that cannot be protected by copyright by laws of the 
United States. Again, these things may be different in your country if you are not in the 
USA, so research and verify this where you are.
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In general, the following types of work cannot be protected by copyright:

๏ Titles, subtitles, movie titles, article titles, etc. UNLESS it is a book series title (e.g. 
For Dummies) which is TRADEMARKED.

๏ Names of people, places, etc. Some names can be trademarked. Many famous 
buildings in NYC and increasingly, in other cities are protected by trademark, and 
as such are restricting use of their images. The Seattle Space Needle and The 
Eiffel Tower are examples. It is no longer permitted to take photos of The Eiffel 
Tower or other trademarked buildings without permission. If you want to use a 
photo of any of those in your book, you are going to get into trouble if you don’t 
have written permission from the owner/operator.

๏ Short phrases, common words and slogans. For example, in the brand Funko™ 
Pop the word “pop” cannot be protected because it is a common word. Their logo 
as an image could be protected.

๏ Familiar symbols like a stop sign shape, triangle, a square, etc.

๏ Ideas. Like it or not, you cannot protect your ideas. If you share them with 
someone and they run with them, there is not a thing you can do about it. Ideas are 
ripped off all the time. Even if you get someone to sign a Non-disclosure 
Agreement, it won’t hold up in court when it comes to your ideas. They are not 
protected by law.

๏ Facts like dates.

๏ Processes and systems. You can patent processes, systems, recipes, etc. but 
otherwise, they cannot be protected. It is often not a good idea to patent these 
because to do so means you have to make the details public and there is potential 
that someone can change little things to get around your patent depending on how 
broadly your IP attorney wrote your patent application. If you patent, you have a 
limited time for protection (14 years from the date the patent was granted for 
Design Patents and 20 years from filing date for Utility Patents), so it is not always 
in your best interest to patent and reveal your secrets.

๏ Government documents, websites and photos created by US Government 
employees in the course of doing their jobs

๏ Anything the original creator donated to the public domain or to which he/she 
applied a Creative Commons license.
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What IS Protected?

๏ Text longer than 50 words that is not in the public domain. If you cannot find 
anything specifically identifying that a work is in the public domain, you are going to 
need to get permission to use it.

๏ Song Lyrics. Just DON’T use them. Period. Use song lyrics—any portion—and you 
are opening yourself up to a big lawsuit from a major record company that has a lot 
more money to sue than you have to defend yourself. It is one thing to sing a song 
on a video, but you will notice that even YouTube takes these down. If they are 
contacted by the artist or record label, they will take them down because they 
contain copyrighted material. Some lyrics are extremely protected. 

๏ Photos you find in a Google search. You shouldn’t be using these low resolution 
images anyway, but you have no idea where they’re from. If you find something 
randomly on Pinterest or a Google search, you have no idea where it originated 
and you could get yourself in a lot of trouble using it. It is too easy to find 
thousands of images that are in the public domain or are CC0 (free to use 
commercially without attribution) that it makes no sense to use something you 
aren’t allowed to use!

๏ Photos on flickr.com that are not marked “Creative Commons.” If not marked, you 
need to get permission to use them. If it is marked, the particular type of CC 
license on Flickr usually requires attribution. It is easiest to search Flickr for 
Creative Commons photos using their site, photopin.com.

Securing Permissions 

If you’ve done your research and know you need written permission, what do you do 
next?

1. Contact the copyright holder and ask permission. If it is a book, this will usually be 
through a publisher or agent. if it is an image, there might be a link from their web 
site or a Contact me form.

2. Tell them what you are interested in using/quoting and ask permission. Tell them: 
❖ Exactly what you want to use, ALL words, images, etc. 
❖ Where those words/images will appear in your book
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❖ What percentage of your book will be their material. It might be a very small 
amount, but you still need to let them know how much of your book is made 
up of their material.

3. WAIT. Give it time. It may be up to 6 weeks before you hear back. You may not 
hear back at all.

4. If you still want to use their work, follow up if you don’t hear within two weeks. They 
may:

❖ Ask for additional information
❖ Give or deny permission outright
❖ Give limited permission and require you to resubmit. For example, they may 

give permission up until you sell 500 books and then you have to go back and 
resubmit for permission.

If you get permission, include the material in your book, thank them for their approval 
and give attribution on the copyright page or wherever they specify. They will tell you 
how and where they want attribution. Publishers, especially, will tell you exactly what 
to say and where to say it in the book.

If you do not get permission, do not ask them why! That just says you are a whiny 
author. They have their reasons and they don’t have to give any to you. Find a 
different quote/image/resource to use or put the quote in your own words to use in 
your book. Work with an artist to re-create a similar image for your book. Just make 
sure every instance you did not get permission to use is taken out of your book if 
already in your manuscript!

Copyright Your Book 

The law in the US says once you’ve created AND distributed a “work,” it is protected 
whether you register it or not. Some countries may not allow you to copyright coloring 
books or journals because they don’t view those as “books,” but in the USA, any 
creative work produced by you is protected unless it is one of the things listed earlier 
that cannot be copyrighted. 

The question is, should you do anything more to secure your copyright registration? 
Probably. You basically have two options in the USA: the “Poor Man’s Copyright” and 
copyright registration with the US government.
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In the US, the US Postal Service is a privately run government agency. If you take 
your unpublished manuscript, put it into a manila folder, seal the envelope good, use 
the Postal Service to postmark and mail the envelope to yourself and then do NOT 
open the parcel, the postmark stamp is said to suffice to prove your ownership when 
the parcel is opened in court. This is known as the “Poor Man’s Copyright” because 
the author didn’t want to spend the $35 fee to register his/her copyright.

The problem with the Poor Man’s Copyright is that it is only good for one use. If you 
take someone to court for plagiarism, the court has to open the parcel to prove the 
words being used are yours. Then, that is it. You can never use this again to prove 
your case because the evidence is now contaminated. This is why registering your 
copyright with the government can be important. 

When should you register copyright?

๏ When you are building a brand, writing a series, or otherwise getting a lot of 
attention for your work. Anyone who gets a lot of attention is going to get ripped off. 
There are knock-offs everywhere. You can go to Alibaba or Ali Express and get a 
knock-off of about any toy on the planet. Sometimes, these toys and other products 
are being knocked off by the Chinese manufacturers who are making the original, 
branded product! They are using the same molds and creating the same exact 
product minus the brand logo. Anyone who is building a brand is going to get 
knocked off eventually.

๏ Whenever you have the $35 to spend, go register your copyright.

๏ If you want peace of mind that you will win a lawsuit if your book is plagiarized. I 
had a friend whose entire website—coloring, theme, content, everything—and her 
book were ripped off. Someone in Minnesota liked her website and wanted one just 
like it so she ripped off the site, the articles on it and everything on the site. She 
just changed names and made up people who “wrote” the articles. My friend got a 
lawyer, sent a Cease and Desist, and after a big to do for around six months, she 
was able to get the woman to stop because she had registration for her copyrights 
and her trademarks.

Registering Copyright in the USA

Here are the exact steps to register a copyright. If you don’t live in the US, you can still 
follow these steps to register a copyright in the US. It is simple to do, and the 
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instructions on the website are straightforward and clear. When you go to do it, just 
print this and follow these steps:
1. Go to copyright.gov/eco
2. Click «Login» to eCO
3. Select If you are a new user, click «here» to register
4. Fill out the form > «Next»
5. Follow the instructions to complete setup of your copyright account. They will email 

your account and login information. Write it down somewhere you won’t forget 
about it if you don’t use something like LastPass to keep all your passwords.

6. Once you get your login information, go back to copyright.gov/eco > «Login» to 
eCO

7. Follow the steps to file a copyright for your book. Your book is called a “literary 
work.” You can choose to include the illustrator if registering a children’s book 
because this is two separate copyrights, one for the illustrator, one for the author. I 
usually don’t do this unless I illustrate my own book. I let the illustrator worry about 
his/her own copyright.

8. After you complete all the forms, pay your copyright fee and print the labels.
9. Follow the instructions to mail books to the US Copyright office. 
The process will take about a total of 6 months to get your certificates in the mail. If 
you are between permanent addresses during this time, make sure you use an 
address for a friend or family member who is not going to be moving during that time 
and have your certificates mailed to them. That certificate is very important. It is what 
you will show to any attorney or use to take action against someone plagiarizing your 
work.

Defending Your Copyright

If you find your writing has been plagiarized somewhere, you will need to take action. 
People will use every kind of sob story to sway you, but you need to not hesitate to 
take action against them, regardless of the story. They are threatening your livelihood 
and stealing from you, and very often their stories are just that, stories.

If you find what you believe to be plagiarism of your work:

1. Verify it is actually YOUR work, word-for-word. At least over 50 words worth must 
be word-for-word, exact to your work.
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2. Contact the infringer to give them a chance to change it. Say something like, “I 
don’t know if you are aware of it, but that quote needs my permission for you to be 
able to use it.”

3. If they don’t respond or they respond negatively, tell them you are contacting your 
attorney. Your attorney could be avvo.com where you ask a question and you can 
still say you are contacting your attorney.

4. Don’t make empty threats. If they still ignore you or tell you they don’t care, have 
an Intellectual Property (IP) attorney write a Cease and Desist letter and send it to 
them. Your attorney will advise you of steps to take after the C&D is sent if you do 
not get an acceptable outcome.

Recommendation from a student for an “amazing” Intellectual Property attorney: 
FrancineWard.com 

Other Instances of “stolen” Work

You may find third-party sellers selling your book on Amazon for crazy prices. This is 
not actually “stolen.” It is perfectly legal. It usually happens with “expanded 
distribution” in CreateSpace or full-on distribution with IngramSpark. It is beyond your 
control! This is literally other retailers in the world who are third-party sellers with 
Amazon and have listed your book for sale. I’ve seen $10 books sold for $175. They 
are never going to sell them, but… retailers can set any price they want for a product 
without getting anyone’s permission.

You may also find your book being “sold” in PDF format or given away for free on a 
strange website. This is tricky. I have had many of my books ripped off like this and 
sold on what is called “black hat sites,” If you buy anything from black hat sites, shame 
on you. You are literally stealing from content creators, taking food off their table, and 
clothes from their kids. If you see your work on a black hat site and you don’t see a 
dime from it while someone else is making all that money off you, how will you feel?  
There are people who buy training courses on black hat sites, courses that are 
created by hard-working professionals who spent countless hours creating those 
courses and then never see a dime from those sales. There are people who get 
together with a group and each spend $10 to buy a training course and share it. If that 
is you, find another way to get the training or the books. Again, you are stealing food 
out of the mouths of the children of those creators. If you buy from black hat sites, you 
deserve to have your own work stolen and sold on a black hat site.
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There is no question that practice is illegal, so what can you do? There is very little. 
You can send a C&D letter to them, but you usually can’t control it. These sites are 
usually in other countries and sometimes, the owners of the sites are wide open about 
who they are, where they live and what they are doing. You can report all you want, 
but people who do this professionally are good at covering their tracks. The best thing 
you can do is move on, shake it off and keep creating awesome books. 

Selling to Libraries 

Libraries are a great way to reach your local community. Better yet, they have a $1.3 
billion budget. If that isn’t enough to make you want to cozy up to your local librarian, 
what is? They LOVE local authors and allow you to hold readings, signings and to sell 
books. They hold all kinds of cool festivals and events you can participate in as well. 
They also love visiting authors so if you want to take a working vacation traveling to 
libraries in areas you are visiting, find out if you can do a signing or an event for them.

Libraries are not the place for journals, coloring books, activity/workbooks and that 
type of thing. Any kind of book that you have to use or write on is not acceptable to a 
library. These are places for word-filled books, children’s books, poetry, memoirs, 
short stories, and all types of fiction. They prefer hardback books just because so 
many people are handling the books, but you can put paperback books into libraries.

This is not a library course though there are courses on this topic. I am just going to 
teach you some basics from my own personal experience having success getting 
books into libraries and coaching clients through getting books into libraries. If you 
want to pursue this avenue and sell to more than just your local library or doing events 
at your local library, there are some requirements all libraries have:

✓ Your book must be reviewed in a library journal of some sort. They do review self-
published and Indie-published books.

✓ Your book must be listed so they know you exist! For libraries to look your book up 
in their system and buy it and to be able to catalog your book when they buy it to 
put it on their shelves, or for them to verify that you are a real bona fide author 
when you walk into the library and tell them you would like to do a signing or event, 
you as have to have one of the following:
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❖ CIP Cataloging Data: you must have traditionally published three books with 
your publishing company. Most don’t qualify for this because they are 
charging for publishing services so they have not traditionally published three 
authors or three books, or they have only traditionally published their own 
[publishing company owner’s] books. It looks awesome on the copyright page 
of a book, but it is more difficult to get.

❖ Library of Congress Control Number (LCCN) is easier to get because you 
don’t have to jump through the hoops of proving you have traditionally 
published three books. This is the right approach for self-published works.

How to Get CIP Data

To get a Cataloging in Publication or CIP Data, you must publish at least 3 authors’ 
books traditionally with no fees and paying a small (≈$100) advance. Then…

1. Apply after you have an estimated page count of how long the book is going to be 
because you have to report this to them but BEFORE printing because you need 
to print the number on your copyright page.

2. Go to loc.gov/publish/cip > «open an account» > «Application to Participate»
3. Fill out the form > «Submit»
4. Watch your email for an account number and password. 
5. Once you have your account login information, go back to loc.gov/publish/cip > 

«ECIP Login» > Enter your login details > «Sign On»
6. Fill out the short, simple form with info from your book > «Submit»
7. Watch your email for the CIP. They are going to email it to you.
8. Once you receive the number, add the CIP to your Copyright page under the ISBN 

as follows: “Cataloging in Publication Data: XXXXXXXXX”

How to Get an LCCN

1. Apply for the LCCN after you have your estimated page count because you have 
to report this to them but BEFORE printing because you need to print the number 
on your copyright page.

2. Go to loc.gov/publish/pcn 
3. Click «open an account»
4. Click «Application to Participate»
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5. Fill out the form > «Submit»
6. Watch your email for an account number and password. This could take anywhere 

from a few minutes to a few days. If you don’t get it, check your spam folder before 
contacting them at the website to ask them to re-send. When you get it, put it 
somewhere safe. Every 90 days you will be required to reset your password, so if 
you are not publishing a lot of books back to back, the next time you do, you may 
have to reset your password as part of their security protocol. 

7. Once you have your account login information, go back to loc.gov/publish/pcn 
8. Click «EPCN Login»
9. Enter your login details > «Sign On»
10. Fill out the form with info from your book. It is a very short and simple form.
11. Click «Submit»
12. Watch your email for the LCCN. They are going to email it to you and it may take a 

couple of days.
13. Add the LCCN to your Copyright page under the ISBN as follows: “Library of 

Congress Control Number: XXXXXXXXX”

ISBN 

You must have an International Standard Book Number or ISBN (Note: “ISBN 
Number” is incorrect.) if you want to sell print books or audio books through ANY 
retailer. If you want to sell e-books beyond Kindle on a platform like Barnes & Noble 
Nook, you must have an ISBN. This is how these books are tracked and how royalties 
get paid to the right people around the world. Without the ISBN, distributors and 
retailers sending the money from your customers won’t know who to send it to.

ISBN is not required for Kindle books. According to Apple, an ISBN is recommended 
but not required for any book you are offering on the iBooks Store. These platforms 
have their own internal tracking systems, but you can use the ISBN.

Who Owns the ISBN?

An ISBN is owned by whoever buys it directly from the ISBN agency. It is illegal to use 
an ISBN that is not registered to you. 
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Unless you buy it directly from an authorized reseller like CreateSpace and fill out a 
registration form for it with your actual publishing imprint name, or unless you buy it 
directly from the ISBN agency, or unless you reserve it from the ISBN agency in 
countries where they are free (like Canada, for example), you will NOT be the 
publisher! For example, if your friend buys a block of 100 and lets you use one of their 
numbers, the ISBN on your book is tied to them. If there are any discrepancies or 
issues in the reporting system at all, your friend is going to be paid for your book 
sales. This happens more than you want to know.

ISBNs are NON-TRANSFERABLE. The only exception is if you sell a company that 
the numbers are registered under and the ISBN assets transfer with the company. In 
this case, you will have to work with the ISBN agency to transfer the numbers to the 
new buyer of the company.

It is essential that you do not buy ISBNs or accept them willy-nilly from people. There 
have been people who sold publishing courses and used getting an ISBN from them 
as a bonus incentive to buy their courses. This is a violation of international law!

ISBN Details

In the United States, Bowker, MyIdentifiers.com, is the agency where you go to 
purchase and register your ISBNs. You can buy them one off from someone like 
CreateSpace which is an authorized reseller but make certain you are signing up for 
the version that you can register as your own with your own company information and 
not the free one that belongs to CreateSpace! I prefer buying directly from the ISBN 
agency. I like the control I have to be able to make sure the book is available to 
bookstores from inside their website. There is form you can fill out there and provide 
as much information as you want about your book. This makes it easier for bookstores 
to order. 

Bowker is not cheap. Buying blocks reduces the price per ISBN, and they do offer 
sales from time to time. You can buy a block of 10 or bigger blocks. If you are going to 
publish other people you are going to need more ISBNs. If you are going to publish in 
multiple formats like hardback, paperback, board book, audio book, e-pub, etc. you 
will need a different ISBN for EACH format so you will need a bigger block of 
numbers. I recommend a block of 10 or 100 depending on what you are doing.
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Once you buy the numbers, you buy them. They are non-refundable and non-
transferable. You CANNOT get a refund on these or get chargebacks if you put it on a 
credit card. They have it right in their website in bold print. 

Do not, however, buy a barcode! They would be happy to sell one to you, but I 
showed you in Module 2 how to get a free barcode for your ISBN using the 
IngramSpark Cover Template Generator. All you have to do is follow those instructions 
to get either an InDesign or .pdf format you can crop down to use on your book cover. 
If you are using a free ISBN from CreateSpace where they are the publisher and own 
the ISBN, all you have to do is leave space as instructed by them on the back cover 
and they will insert the bar code for you.

If you are outside the USA, google “ISBN” and your country name to find information 
about where to purchase in your country. There are several different sites and they are 
easy to find. 

Module 3, Session 2 Homework 

✓ Do another “permissions audit” on your book. Is there anything you need to get 
permission to use?

✓ Check out the Public Domain Images resource under this session in your 
Member’s Area.

✓ Decide whether you want to formally register for Copyright and an LCCN for your 
book. Is it worth it to you?

✓ Mark your Project Vision Binder with deadlines. All of these things take time to do 
so use the checklists from the Ninja Checklist bundle, ninjachecklistbundle.com. 
There are checklists for everything I taught you here so get those checklists, put 
them in your Project Vision Binder and mark deadlines for when you are going to 
do these things if your decide to do them.   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Session Q & A  

Q: My understanding is that you don’t actually have to state “copyright” on the work because 
it is copyrighted by default. Correct?

A: Yes, sort of. You do have to put a copyright notice on your book if you are not giving it 
away for free. It is not copyrighted whether it is printed or not. That said, the general law is 
once it is published, it is copyrighted by whoever the author is. If you are writing under a 
pen name and don’t register it or provide notice in the book of the date and real name of 
copyright holder, then it is fair game. I really don’t understand why anyone would not want 
to include a copyright notice regardless. 

Q: Do you need to be careful with finding books with no date since the book would be 
copyrighted even if the date wasn’t listed because of the date of publication?

A: Most books you are going to find without a date on them, are going to be in the public 
domain. If a book doesn’t state on it the year with a copyright notice, it is technically, legally 
not covered under copyright law unless it is a newer work.

Q: How do you find out if copyright has been renewed on books with copyright notice?
A: You have to do a search on copyright.gov website for works whose renewal date is after 

1950 or for works whose renewal date is 1923-1950, in the Catalog of Copyright Entries at 
UPenn.

Q: Once published, like a blog, isn’t it copyrighted the minute it is created? 
A: Yes but unless you can absolutely prove it definitively, you are still at risk. Anyone can 

throw a website up under any name with any domain name. That is not enough to prove it. 

Q: If a photo of a famous place or person is in the public domain or purchased with a graphic 
asset package, can I assume I can use it without permission?

A: If you are sure it is in the public domain, you can; but just so you know, I have been 
hearing reports lately about people who bought those graphic asset packages from people 
who were not reputable in the industry and they found out a lot of those images were taken 
from Google images illegally. They are getting shut down by Getty Images and others who 
aggressively pursue violators of their image copyrights. Be aware of who you are buying 
from and to be certain, do your own research to check before putting it into your book.

Q: Can foreign writers use US government sites and photos?
A: Yes you can. Some government sites are protected and all will specify whether content is 

in the public domain. Read the websites.

Q: Do you know a non-shady resource to ask if an item is patent-worthy? Even with an NDA, 
I don’t want to go down a dark alley.
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A: I would use avvo.com. Intellectual property attorneys are bound by law to keep information 
of their clients confidential. Recommendation from a student for an “amazing” Intellectual 
Property attorney: FrancineWard.com

Q: Is it better to send Poor Man’s Copyright package by registered mail? 
A: Absolutely. You need to have to sign for it.

Q: What constitutes “distributed” when it comes to copyright?
A: It means it is available to be purchased or consumed by other people.

Q: If you don’t live in the US, can you register copyright in both your own country and in the 
US? 

A: Registration of copyrights is limited to the USA. UK and common law countries have 
automatic copyright from creation and it is not necessary to print the copyright notice but if 
you do, it does put third parties on notice. That is why many who are selling in the USA will 
want to register their copyright in the USA.

Q: If you both write and illustrate, do you still have to copyright both separately? 
A: Yes you do. There is an option you can check when completing the copyright registration 

form for the writing to include the illustrator and it says there that there may or may not be 
an additional fee.

Q: Can you copyright e-book versions? 
A: Yes. You check the box that you are copyrighting an electronic version.

Q: Can you copyright journals and coloring books. 
A: Yes.

Q: I’ve found my journals selling for outrageous prices on Amazon, but is it okay that they are 
using my name and company name as the Amazon seller? 

A: That is illegal. Report them to Amazon. They can do it as another seller, but not as you.

Q: Which name do I use for my LLC and which do I use when buying my ISBNs? 
A: Use any name you want and register it for your LLC. You can use any other name you 

want for publishing. That is why it is called an “imprint” not a company name. You buy 
ISBNs using your company name but then contact them through the contact area of the 
web site and have them add an imprint to your account in addition to your company name. 
This works the same way in IngramSpark. I am going to show you a demo on that later in 
this module.
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Q: Can you create a sticker with LCCN for books that are already printed?
A: No. It doesn’t hold up under Library of Congress regulations.

Q: How do you estimate the number of pages in the book? 
A: I usually wait until the interior is laid out in InDesign so I know how many pages it is, and 

then do the LCCN during the proofing process.

Q: Can I get an LCCN after printing or re-issue the text in paperback or e-book?
A: Yes. All you have to do is update your files.

Q: For CIP, can I publish friends’ books? Can I call that traditional publishing and my friends/
clients call it self-publishing?

A: You can publish friends’ books. You cannot call it traditional while they call it self-
publishing. You cannot call it self-published if it is traditional and you cannot call it 
traditional if your friends pay any kind of fee, don’t get an advance, and if you don’t own 
the ISBN.

Q: Can US authors register ISBN in Canada to get it free?
A: Only if you have an address in Canada. Where your address is is where you are.

Q: Can I give an ISBN to my friend? 
A: No, that is illegal. They are non-transferable and it is against federal law to do that.

Q: Is there a time limit on using ISBNs? 
A: No, there isn’t. I’ve had a time in my life where I used ISBNs that were 10 years old. There 

are updates. For example, ISBN-10 was the original 10 digit number and now we have 
ISBN-13. You can convert them. Just google “ISBN converter” and you can put in your 
ISBN10 and replace it with ISBN13. If you are publishing a print book, you can put both 
numbers on the book, but you don’t have to. You can use just the ISBN10 or 13.

Q: After the copyright symbol and year, do you put your name or your company name? 
A: You put your name as the author. If you put the company name and then sell the company, 

you lose the rights to that book.

Q: Is there an option on CreateSpace to use your own ISBN? 
A: Absolutely. The advantage is you own the book and they don’t. You don’t need one on 

Kindle.
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Q: I have a few high schoolers who wish to publish. How may I assist teens who wish to self-
publish if I am not listed as a publisher.

A: You want to take the courses Book Publishing Ninja and Advanced Publishing Ninja. 
Those courses cover that kind of thing.

Q: Does US copyright work when we sell internationally? 
A: Absolutely.

Q: When a seller lists your book for a crazy price on Amazon, isn’t it part of a process to find 
out what your sales are so they can find out if you are worth copying.

A: Could be.

Q: You don’t need an LCCN to have a made-up imprint (or made-up publishing company 
name) for a book on Kindle, right? When they say “Publishing company name” when you 
go to upload on Kindle, it is your imprint name. It is the same thing. 

A: Correct.
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