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Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro quotes 
Ramayan in request to PM Modi to send key 
drug, saying, “Just as Hanuman brought the 
holy medicine from the Himalayas to save 
the life of Lord Ram’s brother Lakshman...”

Over 85,000 people have died worldwide. 
There have been 1,997 deaths in the US in 
the last 24 hours, the highest daily toll 
reported in any country. Those dead include 
famous US country-folk singer John Prine

As many as 150 Saudi 
royals are believed to be 
infected, including a nephew 
of the king, the governor of 
Riyadh, who is in the ICU

Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey to 
donate $1bn, or just under a 
third of his total wealth, to 
relief programmes related 
to the novel coronavirus

Trump thanks Modi & India 
for allowing export of key 
drug, says India will get any 
corona vaccine developed 
by US ahead of others
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A 29-year-old constructi-
on worker has died in

Karnataka’s Ballari distri-
ct while on her way home to
Raichur on foot from Ben-
galuru. Gangamma was pa-
rt of a group of labourers fo-
rced to leave Bengaluru aft-
er work stopped due to the
lockdown. They had cover-
ed 300km. While her husba-
nd alleged that she had died
of starvation and neglect,
doctors at Vijayanagar Ins-
titute of Medical Sciences
said she had been suffering
from a chronic kidney ailm-
ent and hepatitis-B, which
led to her death.P6

Labourer ‘dies of
starvation’ after
walking 300km 

WATCH OUT FOR TODAY’S
QUESTIONS ON 

BOMBAY TIMES
Owing to the extraordinary 

situation arising out 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Bombay Times will temporarily 
appear within the main 
edition of The Times of India.
However, it will retain its 
distinctive identity and 
unique brand of storytelling. 
To get your daily dose of your 
favourite entertainment and 
lifestyle coverage, 
please turn to P 13 & 14

DAY

15LOCKDOWN

A tribal man was killed
and five others injured

in Jharkhand’s Gumla dis-
trict after a rumour circula-
ted that a group of outsiders
were infiltrating a village to
spread Covid-19 and sparked
clashes on Tuesday night. Of-
ficials have shut markets for
24 hours to stem violence. P 6

Tribal killed over
corona rumour

With Covid-19 forcing a
lockdown, the educati-

on department has uploaded
the digital version of the rev-
amped HSC textbooks on the
Balbharati website. Meanw-
hile, IB has cancelled its dipl-
oma programme and career-
related programme exams
for Std XI and XII. P 4

HSC e-textbooks
uploaded online

Democratic presidential
candidate Bernie San-

ders suspended his campa-
ign for the White House on
Wednesday during a confe-
rence call with staff, ma-
king former VP Joe Biden
the presumptive nominee to
face Donald Trump in the
election. P9

Sanders drops out,
it’s Biden vs Trump

Economic growth is lik-
ely to plummet to a mul-

ti-decade low of 1.6% in fi-
scal 2020-21 due to the pan-
demic and lockdowns, eco-
nomists at Goldman Sachs
said. Growth was estimated
to be a decadal low of 5% for
FY20 even without the out-
break. P 11

‘India’s GDP may
dip to 1.6% in FY21’

Mumbai: Maharashtra on
Wednesday completed a month
of recording its first coronavi-
rus case by reporting its high-
est death toll in a day: 18. Twelve
of these deaths were in Pune
and were confirmed by Pune
district health officials, though
only 2 of them were included in
the state’s
official de-
ath count
of 8 for the
day, tak-
ing the toll
so far to 72. On March 9, Pune
had reported the first two cases
in the state.

The state on Wednesday al-
so reported 117 fresh cases, tak-
ing the overall number of cases
to 1,135. With this, Maharash-
tra accounts for a fifth of the
country’s cases and 45% of the
casualties. The fatality rate
for the state as on Wednes-
day was 6.3%, also among
the highest in India. And wor-
ryingly for Maharashtra, the

number of new cases have
been rising by an average of
over 100 every day since April 4.
Mumbai, which has the most
cases in the state, recorded 72

fresh cases and 5 deaths on
Wednesday, taking the total
cases to 714 and deaths to 45.

The fatality rate of Mum-
bai was 6.3% on a day BMC

made it mandatory for people
to use masks in public places
and in vehicles.

State Records
117 New Cases,
72 In Mumbai

82 deaths in Maha, you can’t
step out without a mask in city 

BREACH CANDY, BHATIA HOSPS STOP SERVICES
Breach Candy & Bhatia hospitals 

shut for regular services after a nurse 
and 3 patients test positive

BMC starts work on coastal 
road & Hancock bridge; 
also begins pre-rain work 
on roads & drains with 
2,500 labourers

7 lakh migrants and 
other needy persons 
housed in 4,871 relief camps 
across state, govt tells HC

Around 500-metre road stretch between Worli Naka and 
Bawan chawl barricaded after spike in cases in the area

Over 27,000 
booked for 

violating lockdown 
in state, 12,420 
vehicles seized, 
`96L collected in 

fines so far

Tablighi Jamaat chief Ma-
ulana Saad, who had cla-

imed to be in quarantine, has
been traced to his residence
in Zakir Nagar in Delhi. Poli-
ce will now get him tested and
may question him over a vid-
eo call. Saad has been booked
for holding the meet despite a
ban on public gatherings. P5

Tablighi chief
found at home

Kolhapur: Islampur, a small town off the
Mumbai-Bengaluru highway in Sangli dis-
trict, has shown how the creation of cluster
containment zones is effective in curbing the
spread of Covid-19.

Panic gripped the town of 70,000 residents
when four people from a family tested positive
for the infection on March 23. Now, almost 17 da-
ys later, there have been just 26 cases, all limited
to the contacts of the original four patients.
There has been no spread in the larger commu-
nity. By Wednesday, nine of the 26 patients had
recovered. When the first cases came in positi-
ve, the Sangli district administration swung in-
to action and formed a district rapid response
team (DRRT). This team had to identify the clo-
se contacts of the first four cases in Islampur.

Islampur town in Sangli shows
how cluster containment works

Piyush.Bhusari@timesgroup.com

With a vaccine for Co-
vid-19 still a long way

off, experts in Kerala will
now test if blood from coro-
navirus patients who have re-
covered could hold the key to
treating the sick. Doctors in
South Korea have already
had some success using this
kind of therapy—two elderly
patients treated with plasma
from survivors recovered
from severe pneumonia.

On Wednesday, the Indian
Council for Medical Rese-
arch (ICMR) approved a pro-
tocol for “convalescent plas-
ma therapy” submitted by a
task force of doctors and sci-
entists set up by the state. 

Kerala gets
ICMR nod for

plasma therapy 
Ruchika.Uniyal

@timesgroup.comCovid-19 casualties in In-
dia touched the 200-
mark on Wednesday as

28 more people died. Maha-
rashtra recorded 18 deaths,
while Madhya Pradesh repor-
ted seven deaths and Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab and Karna-
taka one each.

India also recorded mo-
re than 500 Covid-19 pati-
ents for the seventh stra-
ight day by reporting 592 new
cases on Wednesday. Maha-
rashtra, the worst affected sta-
te both in terms of casualties
and confirmed cases, accoun-
ted for nearly one-fifth of this
number. MP, which recorded
64 cases on Wednesday, has re-
ported the maximum deaths
—30—after Maharashtra, tho-
ugh it ranks fifth among states
in terms of confirmed cases.

In MP, of the seven fresh
deaths on Wednesday, Indore
accounted for four.

Delhi reported 93 fresh ca-
ses and all of them were mem-
bers of Tablighi Jamaat who
have been kept at various qu-
arantine centers. While the
national capital’s tally is 669,
as many as 426 or nearly 64%
of these are linked to TJ.
Elsewhere in the NCR, Gur-
gaon saw the sharpest single-
day surge with 12 cases, all lin-
ked to TJ.

In Rajasthan, 40 more per-
sons tested positive, 23 of
them from the state capital.
The total count of cases has in-
creased to 383 in the state.
Thirteen of the 23 who tested
positive in Jaipur are linked
to TJ and belong to Bagalkot
in Karnataka.

With 28 new deaths,
toll in India hits 200

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: He had 16,000 kilos of freshly harves-
ted tomatoes when the lockdown began. After
four months of nurturing the crop, Ahmedna-
gar farmer Nilesh Talekar couldn’t get a single
truck to take his stock to the Pune wholesale
market. “The entire lot had to be thrown out. It
was worth Rs 1lakh,” says the broken farmer.

Two days ago, he tried to send another 7,000
kg there. “Transport cost was more than the mo-
ney I made. The price of tomatoes on the whole-
sale markets has crashed to a third of what it
was.” Now, Talekar faces a loss of Rs 4,000.

Even as Mumbai queues for tomatoes selling
at Rs 40 a kg, here’s the irony: farmers who grew
them are getting just Rs 5 per kg. Transport bott-
lenecks have meant farmers have not been able
to get their stocks to the market on time. 

Falling prices, transport
woes force farmers to
dump their vegetables 

Priyanka.Kakodkar@timesgroup.com In yet another encouragi-
ng case of an elderly pers-

on winning the battle again-
st Covid-19, an 82-year-old
woman from Mumbai’s we-
stern suburbs has returned
home cured after a week at
Kokilaben Hospital’s isolat-
ion unit, reports Sumitra
DebRoy. The woman, one of
the oldest in the state to beat
the virus, had travelled to
Gujarat, so her family got
her tested as a precaution. 

According to the hospit-
al CEO, she needed oxygen
support, but showed great
will power, which “makes a
lot of difference”. Back ho-
me with her family, she is
doing fine, her son said. P 2

82-yr-old city
woman wins
Covid battle 

New Delhi: The Centre on
Wednesday unveiled a raft of
measures to ensure availabi-
lity of cash in the system, in-
cluding speeding up of re-
funds worth Rs 18,000 crore
linked to IT returns, customs
and GST, alongside deciding
to prioritise spending on are-
as like health, pharma, food,
rural development, railways
and aviation. The move sug-
gests the Centre’s cash posi-
tion may be stressed during
the first quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal.

Authorities said the inco-
me tax department will relea-
se all pending refunds of up to
Rs 5 lakh immediately, which
will benefit around 14 lakh
taxpayers.

Separately, road transport
and highways minister Nitin
Gadkari directed the NHAI to
release all dues of developers
and construction companies. 

Govt to clear pending
I-T refunds up to `̀5L

New Delhi: PM Modi on We-
dnesday made it virtually cle-
ar that the three-week coun-
trywide lockdown would be
extended beyond April 14, sa-
ying the coronavirus outbre-
ak had created a national em-
ergency that may require mo-
re tough measures to enforce
social distancing.

“I have been talking to ch-
ief ministers, and the feedba-
ck from them and the district
magistrates who are being
consulted is unanimous that
lifting the lockdown all at on-
ce is not advisable. I will talk
to CMs again. But the sense
as of now is clear that lifting
the lockdown is not going to
be possible. We have to take
tough measures to enforce so-
cial distancing,” the PM was
heard saying in a leaked aud-
io clip of his comments at an

interaction through video li-
nk with representatives of
political parties.

The PMO took strong ex-
ception to the leak, a first, of
the clip but did not dispute
the veracity of Modi’s purpo-
rted comments where he said
the situation India was pa-
ssing through was similar to
“national emergency” and it
may require tough measures.

“We are passing through
a situation which is like that
of national emergency and
which has forced us to take
unprecedented measures fr-
om time to time. Your respon-
se to such measures has been
positive in keeping with re-
quirements of national inter-
est. We have to take more to-
ugh measures,” he said. Spe-
aking against the backdrop
of a debate over the tradeoff
between containing the dise-
ase and bearing the econom-
ic costs of a lockdown, the
PM said saving lives was top
priority.

He also said international
experts and global experien-
ce didn’t favour lifting of the
lockdown. 

Significantly, the PM no-
ted that leaders of all politic-
al parties had also spoken ag-
ainst removal of the restric-
tions. “As you all have sugges-
ted, lifting of the lockdown is
not advisable. The removal of
restraints has to be sequen-
ced and there cannot be one
single exit plan,” he said.

PM cites nat’l emergency,
likely to extend lockdown

Says Tough
Measures 

Need Of Hour 
Akhilesh.Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The commerce
and industry ministry has
pitched for resumption of
manufacturing activity,
especially for exports, in a
limited manner, with com-
panies following safety and
other norms.

Commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal told
representatives from export
promotion councils and tra-
de bodies on Wednesday that
his department is in dialo-
gue with various wings of
the government, including
the home ministry, to allow
factories to start produc-
tion, multiple sources pre-
sent in the meeting told TOI.

The issue has also been
discussed by the cabinet
and in other forums and a
decision is awaited. 

Goyal pitches
for limited

restarting of
mfg activity

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

We are passing 
through a situation 

which is like that of 
national emergency and 
which has forced us to take 
unprecedented measures 
from time to time. Your 
response to such measures 
has been positive in 
keeping with requirements 
of national interest. We 
have to take more tough 
measures… As you all have 
suggested,
lifting of the 
lockdown is 
not advisable

—Narendra 
Modi, PM

�Planning & on-ground work helped, P 7

�49 cases in Telangana, P 8

� Lockdown deepened agrarian crisis, P 4 �GST refunds for biz, P 7 �‘Must save economy’, P 11

�11k quarantine units, P 3

�‘Safety top priority’, P 7

GST REFUNDS TOO
➤ 1 lakh businesses to get 
GST, customs refunds
➤ Ministries asked to cap 
spending in Apr-June as 
part of cash management 
➤ NHAI, road ministry 
officials told to release all 
dues of developers and 
construction companies

About 40 crore workers in
India’s informal economy

are at risk of falling deeper in-
to poverty due to the Covid-19
crisis, according to an Interna-
tional Labour Organisation
report. Worldwide, 200 crore
people in the informal sector
are particularly at risk. The re-
port says 81% of the global
workforce of 3.3 billion is cur-
rently affected by full or parti-
al workplace closures. P 5

40cr workers may
sink in poverty: ILO

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Dharavi saw its second de-
ath and five new cases on

Wednesday, taking the slum-
dominated area’s tally to 13 in
aweek. Among those who tes-
ted positive was a woman at-
tendant at a Parel civic hospi-
tal. So far, 3,250 locals have be-
en ordered isolation and 35
contacts of patients shifted to
a quarantine unit. P 2

Dharavi toll 2, cases
rise to 13 in a week 

BMC’s E Ward officer Alka
Sasane was transferred

on Wednesday after a jump in
infections in the ward com-
prising Mazgaon, Agripada,
Nagpada, Madanpura and
parts of Byculla. It has now
around 60 cases and is No. 2 in
the ward-wise tally. An offici-
al said botched contact tra-
cing led to her transfer. P 2

Ward officer shifted
after spike in count

The worst-hit ward of G-So-
uth, comprising Worli Ko-

liwada and adjoining areas,
reported a record 55 new cases
on Tuesday. With the 70% rise,
the ward’s tally has touched
133. Consequently, authorities
clamped down harder on af-
fected localities and started
acquiring more spaces to set
up quarantine units. P 2

Worli infections
soar by 55 to 133

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the

government to issue approp-
riate orders immediately for
free testing for coronavirus
in private hospitals and labo-
ratories. The court said the
current charges, though cap-
ped at Rs 4,500, will be beyond
the reach of the poor. It said it
would examine later wheth-
er the private entities, carry-
ing out the tests free of cost,
would be entitled to reimbur-
sement. 

The apex court said pri-
vate hospitals too had an im-
portant role to play in contai-
ning the scale of the outbre-
ak by extending philanthro-
pic services in the hour of
national crisis. P 8

SC: Make Covid
tests free in pvt
hosps, labs too

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

Even as labour minister Di-
lip Walse Patil on Wednes-

day said that the state has not
decided anything about the
3.5 lakh migrant workers and
their movement after April
14, most migrants—in shelter
camps and nearby villages
—are worrying about their
next meal. While food distri-
bution has been set up by the
administration at the camps,
labourers have to walk 3km to
collect it. District officials al-
so told TOI they were afraid
supplies would run out. Vo-
lunteers in the area have gi-
ven out kits with groceries,
but said they are struggling to
meet the demand. TNN P6

Migrants in
Pune camps
fear for food

New Delhi: An estimated 3.5 lakh inter-state
trucks carrying goods worth over Rs 35,000 cro-
re are stranded on roads, outside factories and
godowns due to the coronavirus-induced lock-
down. The goods range from cars and SUVs to
two-wheelers and white goods such as ACs, refri-
gerators, washing machines, fans, electrical
items and industrial raw material such as cloth,
chemicals, steel and cement.

Truckers and transporters TOIspoke to said
that the goods carry the risk of damage and even
pilferage as drivers and helpers have run away
due to the absence of food, money or sanitation.

Also, in most cases, there are no helpers to
unload once they have reached their destina-
tion, be it factories (with raw material) or dea-
lerships and godowns (with finished products).

3.5 lakh trucks carrying
goods worth `̀35,000cr
stranded on highways 

Pankaj.Doval@timesgroup.com

� ‘Lift restrictions to unclog system’, P 11

Kolkata Police on Wed-
nesday nixed a proposal

from the Bengal excise de-
partment to allow home de-
livery of liquor for three ho-
urs daily. But tipplers ne-
edn’t despair as warehouses
of the state-run Beverage
Corporation (Bevco) are lik-
ely to reopen on April 15. P 6

Kol cops nix booze
delivery plans
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�Recovered patients, P 8

CLEAR FOCUS: An area of 1-km radius from the
residence of the first four positive patients was
declared a containment zone. There are around
1,608 families residing in it, with over 7,600 citizens.
An additional buffer zone of 1-km radius was also
marked. Only a single entry point was provided to
this area and all other movement was shunned

State Govt Puts 1-Day Toll At 8, Pune Health Dept Adds 10 More

S L Shanth Kumar
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Times School of Media

Global Conference 1

COVID49
Fallout & Future

Global Experts sharing their views on
One Platform with Focus on

Containing the economic fallout and moving forward

Learnings from different countries
and prescription for corona
pandemic- I & II

Battle against misinformation $
and conspiracy theories

9th APRIL, 2020

(-> 4 PM - 9:30 PM IST

ZOOM

To register, please visit
https://bit.ly/39TsyDY I'


