
Aapda Ka Dard 
Campaign for relief to victims of landslide disaster at Uttrakhand 



The issue  
1. India tops the global list of deaths due to landslide deaths with 

over 20% of all deaths in the world due to landslides. 
 

2. Every year landslides happen at Uttrakhand. Millions get 
effected. Many people die and 1000s loose their homes every 
year.  
 

3. All newspaper flash the numbers of people who die. But no one 
captures the pain and suffering of the people who are living 
landslide disaster victims. 
 

4. While people effected in cities and major towns get access to 
relief and alternate remedy, people living in remote areas have 
no access to any assistance and support.  
 

5. The plight of people living in Relief camps is pitiable with no 
access to any medical support, no rations, no proper tents but 
were living in self made cloth tents and very poor hygiene 
conditions. 
 

6. This issue required to be brought to attention. 

Poor living conditions in camps 

Destroyed homes 

Dangerous conditions due to landslides 



What we did 
1. Hindustan decided to take up the plight of the 

victims living in remote areas and carried a high 
decibel campaign to help them get 
administrative assistance. 
 

2. For the campaign, situation at 2 strategic 
villages were taken as a case –  

• Pattharkot because it was the remotest village 
in the state with 100% people effected and 14 
Km walking distance away from any available 
motor able road & infrastructure, and 

• Roodpur because victims here were promised 
new homes as far as 8 years ago with no relief 
yet.  

 

3. The campaign was covered live from the 
ground at the landslide sites despite the 
challenge of reaching to the areas. 
 

4. The campaign was published across all 
Uttrakhand editions so that the responsible 
persons in the state administration were 
informed of the issues  

Article highlighting the pitiable conditions 

in relief camps 

Article highlighting the plight of displaced 

people living in camps for over 8 years! 

Article enumerating the 1000s who lost 

their homes to landslides 



What we did 

Some of the other stories where we highlighted the plight of the displaced people 

Article highlighting the number fo people rendered homeless due to 

the landslides 

Article seeking relief for the people and highlighting the 

dangerous infrastructure 



Result 
- For the first time ever in 70 years 

because of the impact of our 
campaign, District Administration 
officials were forced to visit the 
disaster effected areas despite no 
motor roads being available. 
 

- The effected families compensation 
was processed within 3 days with 
amounts ranging from Rs 80,000 and 
1.3 lac. 
 

- Victims were able to return back 
within 30 days against the earlier 
time taken of as much as 8 years! 
 

- District Administration identified land 
for allotment to victims who had not 
received their land allotment for over 

8 years! 
 

 

 

 

Story on displaced people getting 

alternate land allocation letters  

Story “ Relief provided to victims at Pattharkot 



Impact of campaign 

IMPACT OF HINDUSTAN CAMPAIGN 

First time ever visit by the officials of District Administration in 70 years to disaster effected areas 

After campaign 
 

- The initiative had a 
cascading effect across 
the state where all the 
effected regions were 
similarly addressed. 

 



Impact of campaign 

Article highlighting the pitiable conditions in relief camps 

Campaign Impact: Administration forced to go to deep rural 

areas to review the situation walking 14 kms deep into the 

rural areas  

Change brought 

about by Hindustan 

campaign 

Article highlighting the plight of displaced people living in 

camps for over 8 years! 
Campaign Impact: Displaced people living in camps for 8 years 

allotted plots! 


