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ior economic aide to President
Vladimir V. Putin said that they
could become permanent if
Ukraine, as expected, signs
agreements with the European
Union at the conference next
month — a step that the aide, Ser-
gei Glazyev, said would be “sui-
cidal.”

In September, Armenia, which
is heavily dependent on Russia
for security reasons, simply ca-
pitulated. After a meeting with
Mr. Putin in Moscow, President
Serzh Sargsyan abruptly de-
clared that Armenia would join
the Kremlin’s customs union,
scrapping years of work toward
agreements under the European
Union’s Eastern Partnership pro-
gram.

Mr. Sargsyan’s unexpected
move shocked many Armenians
and set off a protest in Yerevan,
the capital, by several thousand
people who noted that their coun-
try does not share a common bor-
der with any of the customs un-
ion members. It also startled the
Europeans, who began scram-
bling to prevent further defec-
tions.

This month, Russia took aim at
Lithuania, which has already
joined the European Union and
whose capital, Vilnius, is the site
of next month’s conference. Rus-
sia briefly stiffened customs in-
spections on Lithuanian goods,
and has banned milk and other
dairy imports.

Nowhere, however, is the pres-
sure more intense than here in
Moldova, a tiny, landlocked na-
tion of 3.6 million people wedged
between Romania and Ukraine
that is by far the poorest country
on the Continent, with annual
economic output of about $3,500
per person — less than half that
of Albania. 

In addition to the ban on Mol-
dovan wine, there have been ru-
mors that tens of thousands of
Moldovans who work in Russia
would be expelled in an immigra-
tion crackdown, cutting off a fi-
nancial lifeline for many families.
There are also fears of a ban on
apples or other produce, which
would be devastating if imposed
during harvest season.

Rather than intimidating lead-
ers of the country’s fragile coali-
tion government, however, Rus-
sia’s tactics have only cemented
their resolve to complete the po-
litical and free trade agreements
with the European Union.

“The signing of these agree-
ments is the only chance that
Moldova has in order to develop
itself as a European country and
in the European spirit,” President
Nicolae Timofti said in an in-
terview.

Mr. Timofti said it was clear

that the ban on wine imports was
about politics and Russia’s in-
creasingly unrealistic goal of re-
uniting the former Soviet repub-
lics in an economic alliance
through the customs union.

“We realize Russia has geopo-
litical interests in this area but
there is also a saying here — ‘You
cannot enter the same river
twice,’” the president said. “It is
impossible to recreate the union
that used to exist. However, Rus-
sia does take action to keep its in-
fluence over this region.”

In interviews, Mr. Timofti and
other government officials said
the Russian approach was back-
firing, both politically and eco-
nomically, leading businesses to
reduce their reliance on the Rus-
sian market.

When Russia imposed a simi-
lar ban on Moldovan wine in
2006, officials said, exports to
Russia accounted for more than
70 percent of the industry. Today,
it is less than 30 percent, and sev-
eral winery executives said they
had ceased doing business with
Russia entirely.

“We stopped working with the
Russian market in 2009,” said An-
drei Sirbu, whose family owns
the Asconi Winery in Puhoi, a vil-
lage 20 miles southeast of Chisi-
nau (pronounced KISH-e-now).
“It’s a very attractive market
when you look at the sales oppor-
tunities, the size of it. Just in Mos-
cow, you can do so much busi-
ness, but when you put the poli-
tics into it, that’s the problem —
the political risk.”

“To be honest, it’s all politics,”
Mr. Sirbu added. “Why should we
suffer because of politicians?”

Moldova’s official response has
been to request clarification of
Russia’s concerns about the wine
so that they can be addressed
quickly, and to ask that any new
technical requirements be speci-
fied in writing.

European leaders have con-
demned Russia’s efforts and un-
dertaken countermeasures, like
lifting limits in the current trade
rules on tariff-free imports of
Moldovan wine.

“We will keep telling our
friends in Moscow, it is unaccept-
able that our partners are being
subject to any kind of pressure,”
Stefan Fule, the European com-
missioner for enlargement and
neighborhood policy, said at a re-
cent news conference here with
Prime Minister Iurie Leanca.

Mr. Fule said that the agree-

ment under consideration “has
clear benefits not only to our
neighbors, Moldova, but to our
neighbors’ neighbors.”

Despite being the only former
Soviet republic where Commu-
nists regained power, controlling
Parliament and ruling the coun-
try from 2001 to 2009, Moldova
has long set its sights westward,
so much so that in 2004, it re-
named its foreign office the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and Euro-
pean Integration.

Before the Soviet era, for much
of the 19th century, Moldova was
part of Romania, and its lan-
guage is virtually identical to Ro-
manian. Early this month, Mr.
Rogozin, the Russian deputy
prime minister, posted a Twitter
message suggesting that Roma-
nia had a secret plan to annex

Moldova, after supporting Moldo-
va’s integration into Europe.

Some Moldovan officials have
also accused Russia of fomenting
unrest in the country by inflam-
ing the dispute with Trans-Dnies-
ter, a breakaway territory that
has declared independence and
where about a thousand Russian
troops remain stationed, and also
by financing political groups aim-
ing to topple the ruling coalition.

The Communist Party, which
still has the single largest bloc in
Parliament and currently op-
poses the political and trade
pacts with Europe, this month be-
gan demanding early elections
in an effort to dislodge the cur-
rent government. On Tuesday,
Parliament for the second time in
two weeks rejected a vote of “no
confidence” in the government
proposed by the Communists. 

The government nearly fell
apart earlier this year after a bi-
zarre series of events that began
last December when a business-
man was accidentally killed on a
hunting trip involving some of
the country’s top officials, includ-
ing Vlad Filat, then the prime
minister, who was ousted in the
ensuing controversy.

The current prime minister,
Mr. Leanca, said that while the
government was pursuing over-
hauls, including anticorruption
measures and an overhaul of the
judicial system, in hopes of even-
tually joining the European Un-
ion, the outcome was not yet cer-
tain. “There are still threats, and
it comes from the fact that we
have not reached yet the irre-
versibility of our development, of
our future path,” Mr. Leanca said.

In an interview, he described
Moldova as at a crossroads. “We
could go one way, which would
mean embracing democratic val-
ues and on those values to build a
viable society, and a functioning
society with a prosperous econ-
omy,” he said. “Or we can stay
forever in this gray area, where
there is no rule of law, where peo-
ple do not have confidence in
their future and therefore they
leave the country.”

Iulian Groza, a deputy foreign
minister, said that focusing on
Europe, a market of 500 million
people, was an obvious choice —
and one that Moldova made long
ago — and that Russia should ac-
cept Moldova’s policy decisions.
“We want to be treated by our
bigger partners, if not equally, at
least with respect,” he said.

President Timofti said he be-
lieved that Moldova would join
the European Union, and even
predicted good relations with
Russia in the future. “Perhaps at
some point in the future, Russia
itself will become a member of
the European Union,” he said.
“And we will be together again.”
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The cellars of a winery outside Chisinau, the capital of Moldova. Russian officials have banned Moldovan wine, one of the country’s most important exports.

In Tiraspol, the capital of Trans-Dniester, a breakaway territory that has declared independence
from Moldova, a statue of Lenin still stands outside the main government building. 
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Moldova, a nation of 3.6 million people between Romania and
Ukraine, is by far the poorest country on the Continent.

From Page A1

By KATRIN BENNHOLD

LONDON — Pavlo Lapshyn, a
gifted 25-year-old engineering
student from Ukraine, had come
to Britain after winning a presti-
gious placement at a software
company. A special awards cere-
mony had been held at the Brit-
ish ambassador’s residence in
Kiev, and in April Mr. Lapshyn
arrived in Birmingham.

Five days later, he took a knife,
roamed the streets of a multi-
ethnic Birmingham neighbor-
hood and stabbed a bearded man
three times in the back, killing
him. He did not know the man,
Mohammed Saleem, an 82-year-
old grandfather of 22 who was
walking home from evening
prayers at a local mosque.

Mr. Lapshyn, who pleaded
guilty to murder and other
charges in the case this week and
is expected to be sentenced on
Friday, has shown no remorse.

“I have a racial hatred, so I
have a motivation,” he told police
officers who interviewed him be-
fore trial. “I would like to in-
crease racial conflict, because
they are not white and I am
white.”

The case has intensified the de-
bate in Britain about the roots of
racial and religious hatred and
far-right violence. A young, white
man, well educated and seeming-
ly well integrated into society,
acting on his own, Mr. Lapshyn
fits a profile that has British
counterterrorism investigators
increasingly worried.

“They are lone actors but often
more proficient than actors who
we may see at the other end of
the terrorist spectrum,” Charles
Farr, the director general of the
Office for Secu-
rity and Coun-
terterrorism,
was quoted as
saying in The
Times of Lon-
don.

Lone wolves
driven by an in-
discriminate
hatred of immi-
grants and in
particular of
Muslims can
manage to stay under the radar
more easily than members of mil-
itant cells can, investigators say.

The tracking of far-right ex-
tremists intensified in Britain in
2010 after the police arrested one
man who had more than 30 guns
and about 50 explosive devices in
his house, and another who ran a
white-supremacist Web site and
made the poison ricin. When a
Norwegian man, Anders Behring
Breivik, killed 77 people in Nor-
way in 2011, surveillance of the
far right was stepped up again.

Where Mr. Lapshyn comes
from, the industrial heartland of
Ukraine, neo-Nazis and skin-
heads are known to attack ethnic
Russians and Jews, and some-
times Roma. But Mr. Lapshyn
took a special interest in Mus-
lims.

On Monday, the court heard
how Mr. Lapshyn, after killing
Mr. Saleem on April 29, had be-
gun building hydrogen peroxide-
based explosives, following in-
structions he had found on the In-
ternet, and how he had singled
out mosques as targets.

He put his first bomb into a
children’s lunchbox, took it on a
bus — a moment recorded on se-
curity video — and left it outside
a mosque in Walsall, an industrial
town northwest of Birmingham.
The bomb went off but did not
hurt anyone. A week later he
tried again in Wolverhampton,
west of Walsall, and once again
the device detonated without
harming anyone.

His third attempt, on July 12,
accelerated the investigation by
the police and eventually led to
his arrest. This time, Mr. Lap-
shyn built a much more deadly
device, packed with more than a
pound of nails, and planted it at a
mosque in Tipton, about halfway
between Birmingham and Wol-
verhampton. 

Its timer was set for 1 p.m.,
when the mosque would normal-
ly be crowded with worshipers,
but the start time for Friday
Prayer happened to be an hour
later than usual that week.

When the bomb detonated, it
sent the nails shooting as high as
230 feet; some were found af-
terward deeply embedded in
trees. 

If the worshipers had been
there at the usual time, many
would have been killed or
maimed, investigators said. As it
was, there were no casualties.

Mr. Lapshyn was eventually
identified from video images and
confessed to the bombings and
the killing of Mr. Saleem.

“Our dad was targeted simply
because of his faith,” said one of
Mr. Saleem’s daughters, Shazia
Khan. “His beard and his cloth-
ing represented who he was. Pav-
lo chose to kill him that night with
only the intention in mind. Hope-
fully, he will get the sentence he
deserves.”

Murder Stirs
British Debate
On the Roots
Of Extremism
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By KAREEM FAHIM

CAIRO — A human rights
group said Tuesday that Bahrain,
which has been criticized for
cracking down on opposition pro-
testers, might “misuse” more
than a million canisters of tear
gas that the government is re-
portedly trying to buy.

The group, Human Rights
Watch, said that Bahraini securi-
ty forces had “repeatedly used
tear gas disproportionately and
sometimes unlawfully in sup-

pressing antigovernment demon-
strations” since 2011, when pro-
tests against Bahrain’s monarchy
erupted as part of the wave of up-
risings sweeping the Middle
East.

Tear gas misuse “has been im-
plicated in more than a dozen
deaths and serious injuries,” the
group said.

The warning came after a
watchdog group, Bahrain Watch,
released documents last week
showing what the group said was
a public tender for 1.6 million tear
gas shells, 90,000 tear gas gre-
nades and 145,000 sound and

flash grenades. The tender, dated
June 16, was issued by Bahrain’s
Ministry of Interior, which over-
sees the riot police.

During almost three years of
unrest, Bahrain’s Sunni monar-
chy has given little quarter to its
opposition, led by members of the
island nation’s Shiite majority,
which is pressing for broader
rights and political inclusion.
Bahrain’s most active dissidents
have been imprisoned or exiled.
Street protests that spring up al-
most daily are quickly dispersed
by the riot police, often using tear
gas, birdshot and sound gre-

nades.
A report last year by Physi-

cians for Human Rights, which
has been sharply critical of the
Bahraini government, said the
“extensive and persistent use” of
tear gas in Bahrain was “unprec-
edented in the 100-year history of
tear gas use against civilians.”
The group found that the authori-
ties fired projectiles at protesters
at close range, causing grievous
injuries, and used tear gas
against civilians in their homes
or cars.

A press officer for the Bahraini
government did not immediately

respond to a request for com-
ment on the planned purchase. In
the past, the government has
said that its use of tear gas ad-
heres to international standards
of riot control and is employed to
disperse youths who increasingly
use incendiary devices and other
weapons against the police.

The United States has withheld
licenses for tear gas exports to
Bahrain, which hosts the Navy’s
Fifth Fleet. Bahrain Watch said it
believed that several South Kore-
an companies had supplied most
of the tear gas used by the gov-
ernment since 2011.

Rights Group Warns Against Bahrain’s Use of Tear Gas Against Protesters
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