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Photo by Courtney Love

Matt Hetrick, with sons Austin and Parker in the cab, was in the field with a John Deere forage harvester this week, chopping through corn 

stalks at his family’s farm in Bernville, Pennsylvania. Silage yields are down or expected down in many parts of Pennsylvania and the Northeast 

due to the dry summer.

Cut and Dried

PhiliP Gruber

News Editor

A coalition of ag commodity 

groups has been on a mission this 

summer to build support for inter-

national trade.

But while the group’s Pennsyl-

vania event underscored farmers’ 

reliance on foreign markets, it also 

showed why exports make people 

uneasy in the first place.

The Aug. 27 AgTalks web meet-

ing — supported by the National 

Milk Producers Federation and Na-

tional Corn Growers Association, 

among others — was ostensibly 

about the needs of farmers.

Yet much of the program focused 

on the concerns of major agribusi-

nesses like Hershey and New Hol-

land Agriculture.

“Tariffs put Kraft Heinz at a 

competitive disadvantage,” said 

Ross Siragusa, the head of global 

agriculture and seed at the com-

pany that produces cheese, ketchup 

Ag Trade 

Fraught But 

Necessary

Tom Venesky

Northeast Pennsylvania Correspondent

Kevin Whitehill watched 2 inches of rain 

fall from the sky on Aug. 28, but it didn’t 

matter.
By then, the silage was off and the dam-

age from a dry, hot summer had already 

been realized.

“I’ve been here for 25 years and I never 

saw it this dry,” said Whitehill, who works 

for Paul Dotterer and Sons Dairy in Mill 

Hall, Pennsylvania. “We didn’t have rain 

for two months.”

The farm plants 2,000 acres in corn, and 

Whitehill chops approximately 1,400 acres 

for silage to feed the dairy cows and to sell.

During a normal year, Whitehill said, the 

farm averages 17 tons of silage per acre. 

But this year the dry weather cut yields by 

as much as 50%, and the per-acre average 

was down as well.

But that wasn’t the case everywhere in 

the Nittany Valley.

“At home we had less yield, but when 

you head north up in the valley, they got 

a few more showers and it was better,” 

Whitehill said. “It’s all across the board.”

And that’s the case across the state.

In Luzerne County, 70 acres of silage 

corn at the Bloss Family Farm in Hobbie 

was planted early this spring, but that didn’t 

necessarily bump up the start of the harvest.

Employee Dalton Vencak said the dry 

weather over the summer pushed back the 

harvest to what it normally is — early Sep-

tember — and the yield may be off.

“The rain wasn’t here for when the corn 

was pollinating, so the ears are a bit smaller 

than average,” he said. “The stalk size is a 

little better, and we had nice emergence for 

consistent stands, but the yield probably 

won’t be as high because the ear-to-stalk 

ratio isn’t as good.”

To compensate for smaller ears in the 

silage, Vencak said the farm will depend 

more on high-moisture hay to offset the 

need for additional grain in the feed ration.

“We had excellent hay quality this year, 

and that’s going to help,” he said. “The 

silage will be good, but we just didn’t have 

the ear size in some spots where the fields 

got really dry across the ridges.”

Dry Summer  

Hurts Silage Yields

Photo by Tom Venesky

Dalton Vencak checks the milk line on an ear of corn 

to gauge the start date to begin chopping silage. While 

the dry weather may hurt yield, Vencak said the chop-

ping season would begin after Sept. 1, as normal.

Inside

Poll: What would  

benefit your farm the 

most right now?
A8

Lauren Zimmerman’s 

zucchini chicken  

casserole recipe.
B2

Rare windmills whirl 

above cornfields.
B6

Mid-Atlantic Horse: The 

competitive sport horse 

and racing world canter 

into the fall season ... 

cautiously.
Section E

PhiliP Gruber

News Editor

Pennsylvania again led the nation in mush-

room production during the 2019-2020 grow-

ing season.

The state sold 526 million pounds of mush-

rooms worth $548 million, two-thirds of the 

nation’s total.

Sales and production volume have declined 

the past two years, though the American 

Mushroom Institute, a trade group, said the 

recent decline was connected with the corona-

virus pandemic.

Restaurant closures in March caused a sud-

den drop in orders.

“To adjust to the uncertainty, mushroom 

growers made the decision to scale back crops 

in order to sustain the health of their busi-

nesses,” said Rachel Roberts, the institute’s 

president.

While food service demand is still down, 

retail mushroom sales are up — way up.

From April to July, research firm IRI found 

weekly mushroom sales increases were con-

sistently over 20% compared to the same week 

in 2019.
Only two other crops — oranges and limes 

— saw similar increases, said Mark Lang, 

associate professor of marketing at the Univer-

sity of Tampa.

Pennsylvania’s mushroom industry is based 

in Kennett Square and nearby communities.

Pennsylvania Mushroom Sales at $548M
Fall Home  

Improvement

New York couple  

give farmhouse  

kitchens a facelift.
Section F

More SILAGE, page A6

More TRADE, page A7
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Photo by Art Petrosemolo

Happy Independence Day, now let’s eat! These Red and White Holsteins are ready to chow down at 

Coffee-Brook Farm in Womelsdorf, Pa. Read more on Page A12.

Red, White and Moo

PhiliP GruberNews Editor
State and federal funding is helping dairy farmers withstand the volatile 

markets of the coronavirus pandemic.
The latest rounds of government money are arriving somewhat after the 

jarring months of March and April — the darkest stretch of the disease 

outbreak so far, when Northeastern farms dumped roughly 150 million 

pounds of milk.But the funding could still give farmers some stability as virus cases 

surge nationally and as uncertainty continues to nag food and agriculture 

businesses.“It’s been a real roller coaster. Others have used the word whipsaw,” 

said Troye Cooper, president of the Pennsylvania Association of Dairy 

Cooperatives. “Really, we’re talking about markets and dairy pricing — 

supply, demand, all of that intertwines and plays together.”

Though the industry wasn’t prepared for the dramatic shift from food-

service to retail products early in the pandemic, Cooper said he thinks 

dairy is now well positioned for the future.

His optimism rests in large part on federal aid such as the Coronavirus 

Food Assistance Program, which derives in part from the massive stimulus 

package called the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security, or 

CARES, Act.Dairy farmers have received $1 billion of the roughly $5 billion that 

CFAP has paid out so far. New York and Pennsylvania dairies have sub-

mitted the most applications for that funding after Wisconsin.

“We’re starting to see sort of at least an interest in rebuilding, if you 

will. ... Without the government funds,” Cooper said, “I think the dairy 

industry was heading toward a really bad spot.”

Cooper spoke in a June 30 call with the Center for Dairy Excellence.

Pennsylvania is dedicating $15 million of its CARES Act allotment to 

dairy farmer payments.

Government Aid Eases Dairy Farmers’ Pain

More DAIRY, page A13
Art PetrosemoloSoutheast Pennsylvania Correspondent

Pennsylvania endured a strange spring 

with warm weeks early and cold and 
rainy weeks late, as well as a frost in 
mid-May.

It certainly wasn’t what fruit growers 
had hoped for. Some crops were frosted, 

and growers worried that the 2020 cherry 

crop would be substandard.And although the harvest may be 
slightly smaller than usual as picking 
finishes its third week, orchard owners 
and industry researchers are pleased with 

the size of crop, and it appears to be close 

to normal.
Tim Elkner, horticulture educator 

with Penn State Extension in Lancaster 
County, describes the 2020 cherry crop as 

“decent.”

Cherry Crop Overcomes Roller Coaster Spring

Photo by Art Petrosemolo

Rain can cause ripe cherries to split during the harvest 

season.

“The cold and variable spring weather 

affected orchards differently depending on 

their elevation or even whether the trees 
were on a northern or southern slope,” he 

said. “It was unusual, and although some or-

chards had tree damage, fruit lovers should 

have no trouble finding cherries.”
As Lancaster County prepared to move 

from yellow to green COVID-19 status 
last week, Corey McCleaf, the new owner 

of Cherry Hill Orchards welcomed record 

numbers of pick-your-own customers to the 

orchard for opening day on June 20.
He estimates visitors picked 5 tons of red 

and yellow sweet and sour cherries during 

the nine hours the New Danville orchard 

was open.
“It was a great day with high demand,” More CHERRIES, page A2

Inside
Poll: What’s the  favorite menu item  at your Fourth of  July picnic?

A8Make Juicy Lucy  Burgers for your  Fourth of July cookout.
B2Tiz the Law won the Belmont Stakes June 20, launching his Triple Crown campaign along with his New York  and Pennsylvania  connections.

Mid-Atlantic Horse
Podcast

Meet Ray Maki, a hemp farmer on the Hawaiian island of Kauai.Listen online at bit.ly/LFpodcast92

Courtney loveSpecial Sections EditorOlivia Richart divides her time 
between the National Guard and a West 
Coast wildfire crew, but her life of 
adventure and public service began on a 
Mid-Atlantic farm.Richart, originally from North East, 

Maryland, got interested in farming on 
her uncle’s dairy in Nescopeck, Penn-
sylvania.

As a youth, she joined FFA and 
showed dairy cattle, market lambs and 
goats in her local Cecil County 4-H 
program.

In 2018, Richart got a summer intern-

ship at Lohof Grass-Finished Beef in 
Otter, Montana, where she filled her 
days rotating the ranch’s Angus herd 
over rangeland on horseback.

Richart graduated from Penn State’s 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps as a 
second lieutenant, and she’s currently 
serving on a fire engine in the U.S. For-
est Service.“It’s been pretty empowering, espe-

cially as a girl,” Richart said.
In college, Richart studied agricul-

tural science and international agricul-
ture, and she was active in the College 
of Agricultural Sciences’ extracurricular 

activities.

Former 4-H’er  Serving Her Country

Photo provided by Olivia Richart

Olivia Richart graduated from Penn State’s Reserve Officers’ 

Training Corps as a second lieutenant.

More RICHART, page A2
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PhiliP Gruber, Dick Wanner,  

StePhanie SPeicher  

anD courtney love

Staff Reporters

Memorial Day weekend was anything but 

a lazy holiday for Pennsylvania grain farm-

ers.

It was more like a frenzy, with farmers 

seizing the warm, dry conditions to plant 

thousands of acres of corn and soybeans.

“With the weather now, my goodness, 

everybody’s out,” Don Ranck, a farmer from 

Paradise, said Tuesday.

Indeed, USDA estimated on Tuesday that a 

third of the state’s corn planting for the year 

had taken place in just the previous week.

The figures for soybeans were similarly 

striking, with planting progress jumping 

from 9 to 31%.

Farmers took longer than normal to get 

into their fields this year thanks to a blast of 

frigid weather in mid-May.

“I know some farmers were ready to plant, 

then (with) the frost we had, they waited a 

little bit until that passed,” said Anna Busch, 

a Penn State Extension educator based in 

Union County.

Dry Weekend Gives Boost to Grain Planting

Photo by Dick Wanner

A Lancaster County farmer plants soybeans through a rye cover crop in Akron, Pennsylvania.

PhiliP Gruber

News Editor

Dean Foods may have sold its 

50-odd dairy processing plants, 

but the company still faces major 

regulatory and legal challenges 

that affect farmers and the broader 

industry.
Federal and Pennsylvania offi-

cials are seeking compensation for 

farmers after Dean Foods missed a 

key payment deadline earlier this 

month.
And a cooperative and grocery 

chain are contesting the sale of 

some of Dean’s plants, which they 

say will squelch competition.

The developments are just the 

latest setbacks for Dean as one of 

the nation’s largest dairy processors 

fades from the scene.

Dean Foods sought Chapter 11 

protection in November and com-

pleted sale agreements for its pro-

cessing plants — to Dairy Farmers 

of America and a few other firms 

— at the beginning of May.

Within weeks, Dean had missed 

payments in the nine Federal Milk 

Marketing Orders where the com-

pany is fully regulated, including 

the Northeast’s Federal Order 1.

Dean failed to meet its obliga-

tions to the Producer Settlement 

Its Assets 
Sold, Dean 
Still Faces 
ChallengesPhiliP Gruber

News Editor

Ah, nature.

The birds chirping in the trees, the cows basking 

in the sun, the lettuce and tomatoes yielding up their 

bounty in due season, nary a smokestack in sight.

It’s a nice vision, but real life is considerably more 

complicated.

Producing meat and milk at a commercial scale 

produces manure, which has to be managed some-

how, and raw farm products often have to be pro-

cessed to make them edible or desirable.

Lots of people make inaccurate assumptions about 

nature, and those mistakes can lead to unfounded 

fears and poor choices about food, according to Alan 

Levinovitz, a religion professor at James Madison 

University in Harrisonburg, Virginia.

Professor: ‘Natural’  

a Poor Standard for FoodInside

Poll: How far along are 

you in spring planting?
A8

Northern News:  

New York farmland  

in jeopardy.
A18

Southern News:  

Virginia planting going 

better than expected.
A20

Discover Ruthann  

Martin’s Yummy  

Strawberry Tapioca 

recipe in this week’s 

Home on the Range.
B2

Podcast

Hemp panel discusses 

autoflowering varieties. 

Listen at  
bit.ly/LFpodcast87 

Listen by phone at  

857-385-7946

More DEAN FOODS, page A13

courtney love

Special Sections Editor

Andrew Van Ord only keeps 

10 cows, but they’re a special 

group.
After all, they are American 

Milking Devons, a rare breed 

with rust-red hides and unusual 

versatility.
Devons can be raised for milk 

or meat, but Van Ord grew up 

using them as draft animals.

In 2014, he returned to the 17-

acre family farm, Ox Hill Devons 

in Warren County, Pennsylvania, 

to pick up where he left off.

Devon cattle were developed 

over centuries on the rugged 

moors of Devonshire in south-

west England.

The Pilgrims imported Devon 

cattle as early as 1623, but in the 

Managing a Small But  

Mighty Herd in Warren County

Photo by Andrew Van Ord

Lily Van Ord works with Bill, a bull calf.

More MIGHTY HERD, page A14

More PLANTING, page A11

More NATURAL, page A11
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PhiliP Gruber
News EditorDonald Trump sold himself to American 

farmers in part by promising new trade ar-
rangements that favored the United States.

As president, he’s made some progress to-
ward those goals, but after his bruising trade 
wars slashed ag exports in the near term, will 
farmers back Trump for a second term this 
fall?

Republicans say their man has done right 
by farmers despite some setbacks, while 
Democrats say Trump has utterly failed them.

“This guy has no credibility. Everything he 
says, it’s almost like he’s in his own world,” 
Rick Telesz, a farmer from Volant, Pennsylva-
nia, said in a June 23 call with reporters orga-
nized by the Democratic National Committee.

Telesz, who has won a number of grain 
yield awards in western Pennsylvania, said 
the trade wars have undermined relationships 
that American agribusinesses have cultivated 
with foreign buyers over decades.He fears that many of those buyers will 
decide to get their grain from Brazil and Ar-
gentina rather than rekindle their connections 
to the U.S.

Will Farmers Trust Trump  on Trade?

Photo by Dick Wanner

A sunny day, blue sky, drifting clouds and just a puff of breeze were perfect conditions for a bit of weed control on June 18. Roundup 

Ready soybeans were planted May 19 in this field in Ephrata Township, Lancaster County, Pa. The beans were no-tilled into a cover 

crop of cereal rye that had been burned down with herbicide a week or so earlier. The farmer reported that the weeds this year were a 

bit more aggressive than they have been, so he called his custom sprayer for a post-emergence hit.

Post-Emergence Hit

Tom VeneskyNortheast Pennsylvania CorrespondentLONG POND, Pa. — Five years ago, Ashley 
Walsh suffered from a severe stomach condi-
tion that made her sick on an almost daily basis.

The condition is called gastroparesis, and it 
impeded Walsh’s ability to digest food. To get 
enough nutrients from food, Walsh had to puree 
everything she ate. Ultimately, she was faced 
with a last resort of feeding tubes and medica-
tion to lead a normal life.But then Walsh found a remedy.She turned to an organic lifestyle, and the 

dividends were immediate.“I went from being sick five days a week to 
five days a month,” Walsh said. “A lot of people 

don’t realize the power of food as medicine.”
Walsh is hoping to change that and raise 

awareness of the benefits of organic food, and 
she’s not taking small steps to achieve the goal.

In 2015, she founded Pocono Organics, one 
of the largest organic farms in the country. Situ-
ated across from Pocono Raceway in Monroe 
County, the sprawling complex consists of a 
30,000-square-foot main facility, 381 acres of 
farmland and 38,000 square feet of greenhouse 
space.

For now.
“We plan on tripling over time to 120,000 

square feet of greenhouse,” Walsh said on June 
18 during the facility’s grand opening. “This is 
a global center for organic research, education 

and discovery.”
The main facility features an organic market, 

café, food lab and an enormous packaging and 
processing plant.Larger yet, however, are the greenhouses. 
Currently there are eight, and each one en-
compasses nearly 5,000 square feet of space. 
Produce is grown on the ground inside the 
greenhouses, and 35-foot ceilings covered with 
a polycarbonate material from Israel allow 
enough light diffusion that artificial illumina-
tion isn’t necessary.Each greenhouse is controlled for humidity, 
rain and light and a rotation of cover crops, 
such as clover and vetch, are planted right inside.

Pocono Farm Complex Goes Big for Organics

Dick Wanner
Staff ReporterIf you like stories with family drama, murder, heroic 

struggle, weird mating practices and a sweet outcome, you 
might want to consider becoming a beekeeper.

Robyn Underwood, a Ph.D. entomologist and an assistant 

research professor at Penn State, presented an Extension 
webinar on June 10 about how to keep honeybee colonies 
alive and healthy. Along the way, she revealed juicy tidbits 
about what goes on inside the hives where the colonies live.

Underwood’s presentation was one part of an eight-part 
Extension webinar series devoted to pollinator health that 
began June 3 with a presentation on health challenges from 
a bee’s perspective. It wraps up on July 22 with a session 
devoted to gardening for pollinators. All the webinars are 
or will be recorded and can be accessed after they make it 
online, which takes a week or two. To participate in a live 
webinar, you need to register in advance. A description of 
each webinar and links to each are described in a Penn State 

A Tale of Survival and Intrigue  Unfolds in a Honeybee Webinar

Photo by Dick Wanner

Making a beeline to a coral bell flower in Akron, Pa.

More TRADE, page A6

More ORGANICS, page A7

More BEES, page A13

Inside
Penn View Farm has been bottling milk in glass for 50 years.

A2
Poll: How do you grade President Trump’s  performance on  international trade?

A8
Learn how to make Sue Burkholder’s Chocolate Lovers Dream Cake.

B2
Pennsylvania  Grange News

D2
Hemp Podcast

This week’s show visits Oregon, Hawaii and the Dalai Lama.Listen at  
bit.ly/LFpodcast91
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Photo by Art Petrosemolo
Red Haven peach season in southeastern Pennsylvania is underway. Jason Leid and sons, Glendon (pic-
tured) and Jaylon, spent Monday harvesting crates of fruit at their orchard in New Holland, where they 
have a retail operation. They also supply local produce markets. Red Havens, the first freestone peach of the 
season, are ready for harvest at the end of July and beginning of August, and are known for their long shelf 
life. Despite the mid-May frost in Lancaster County that affected most Pennsylvania orchards, Leid said his 
crop is a good one.

Peach of a Crop

PhiliP Gruber

News Editor

Depending which lawmaker you ask, USDA’s food box program is ei-
ther a win-win for farmers and needy people — or it’s a wasteful mess.

The Farmers to Families Food Box Program, created with stimulus 
money in response to the coronavirus pandemic, has delivered more 
than 46 million boxes since mid-May.

“What has been accomplished really is worthy of celebration,” said 
Rep. Dusty Johnson, the top Republican on the House Agriculture Nu-
trition, Oversight, and Department Operations Subcommittee.

But the program has also been slammed for awarding contracts to 
companies with little food distribution experience, such as a Texas wed-
ding planner, and for inefficiencies and lax recordkeeping.

“This is fraught with waste, fraud and abuse,” said Rep. Marcia 
Fudge, D-Ohio, who chairs the subcommittee.

At a July 21 hearing, USDA undersecretary Greg Ibach said the pro-
gram had to be launched quickly this spring.

Farmers were plowing under produce and dumping milk that had 
abruptly lost their markets when food service businesses closed, and 
fast-rising thousands of newly unemployed people were in need of food.

The food box program awards contracts for companies to pack food 
boxes and distribute them to nonprofits like food banks, which often 
hand out the packages in big drive-thru events.

Ag Secretary Sonny Perdue has visited some of these events, as have 
presidential adviser Ivanka Trump, Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan and 
Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger.

In USDA’s first two rounds of food purchases, the boxes included 
either fresh produce, dairy or meat. In the third round, which will begin 
shipping Sept. 1, boxes will feature a combination of these items.

Contractors are encouraged to buy food from local and regional farm-

Food Box Program:  
Success or Mess?

Youth Dairy  
Exhibits Breeze 
Through 2020  

Lebanon Area Fair
Sue bowman

Southeast Pennsylvania Correspondent

LEBANON, Pa. — The annual 
dairy show is one of the center-
piece events at the Lebanon Area 
Fair.

Widely known for its high-
quality dairy animals, this 
exhibition has been held through 
the years in spite of oppressive 
heat and humidity, mud bog-
producing torrential rains, and 
fairground-clearing severe thun-
derstorm and tornado warnings.

The Show Must Go On
Fair Inspires  

Friendly  
Competition

StePhanie SPeicher

Regional Editor

LEBANON, Pa. — Madison 
Hetrick and Doyle Shertzer have a 
lot in common.

Both were members of the Leba-
non County Goat 4-H Club, both 
go to Penn State Berks Campus, 
and both show market goats at the 
Lebanon Area Fair.

They even show market goats 
from the same farm, M3K Boer 
Goats, which is Hetrick’s family 
farm.

Hetrick and Shertzer even placed 
the same in their respective divi-

Photo by Sue Bowman
Twelve-year-old Ella Hlavaty of Lititz showed the Lebanon Area Fair’s 
youth junior supreme champion, Ms. Brook-Corner DB Diamonds.

courtney love

Special Sections Editor

SHOEMAKERSVILLE, Pa.— Jonathon 
Werley had to get creative this year to put his 
dairy beef steer project toward the greater good.

In the past, the Berks County 4-H mem-
ber has donated 10% of his earnings from 
his champion cattle to the American Cancer 
Society and the Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
America.

But because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
many fairs are canceled this year, wiping out 
the youth livestock sales where bidders pay a 
premium to support ag’s next generation.

So Werley, 17, decided to hold a virtual cow 

chip bingo, hoping to raise $6,400 for Make-A-
Wish.

Werley laid out 256 squares in his family’s 
pasture. Participants could pay $25 for a ran-
dom square, or $100 for five squares.

The Werley family says 100% of the dona-
tions will go to Make-A-Wish.

At 6 p.m. Aug. 1, Werley will send his steers, 
Bentley and Winston, into the marked-off 
paddock. If a steer relieves itself on a square 
assigned to a donor, that person wins $200.

Sixty-two people donated just over $3,000.
“Whatever I can do to help people feel better 

about where they are and help bring them up — 
that’s what I try to do,” Werley said.

Serving the community is a big part of Wer-
ley’s life.

For the past four years, Werley’s steers have 
done the honors at cow chip bingos to support 
muscular dystrophy research.

Those events have been sponsored by Harley-
Davidson and Tompkins VIST Bank, where 
Werley’s father, Travis, works as an agricultural 
financial adviser.

Last year, Werley’s Make-A-Wish contribu-
tion from selling his steers went to building a 
tree house for Lancaster teen Isaiah Shorter, 
who was diagnosed with an advanced brain 
tumor.

With Fairs Canceled, 4-H’er Chips in Virtually

More FOOD BOXES, page A3

More LEBANON DAIRY, page A2

More WERLEY, page A2

More LEBANON GOATS, page A9

Inside
Joann Frazier Hensley’s 
recipe for dark  
chocolate pecan pie.

B2

Mid-Atlantic Horse: 
Thoroughbred trainer 
Barclay Tagg, 82,  
speaks to our Saratoga 
correspondent about 
growing up in  
Pennsylvania, his move 
to Saratoga and his two 
most famous New  
York-bred colts, Tiz the 
Law and Funny Cide.

Section E

Podcast

CEO talks about hemp 
for manufacturing and 
technology. Listen at  
bit.ly/LFpodcast95

C onsistency, high sound quality, 
and reliable information. 

Believe it or not, these seemingly 
simple concepts are a rarity in 
the media space surrounding the 
nascent hemp industry.
      Launched five months before 
the 2018 Farm Bill legalized the 
growing of industrial hemp as a 
commodity crop in the United 
States for the first time in nearly 
80 years, the Lancaster Farming 
Industrial Hemp Podcast strives to 
be a signal in the noise that billows 
up around anything related to the 
cannabis plant. 
     Years of prohibition and illicit 
drug culture have created a strange 
environment for farmers who want 
to grow hemp for fiber, seed, or 
medicine. 
     My goal was to cut through the 
stigma and noise to produce a 
high-quality, listenable program to 
address farmers’ concerns about 
the plant and also provide them 

with practical information they can 
use in their own farming practice.  
     The two main questions that 
farmers have about hemp are: How 
do I grow it? And where do I sell 
it? And so to answer those basic 
questions, Lancaster Farming 
Industrial Hemp Podcast explores 
hemp farming best practices, as well 
as the wide range of the potential 
market. 
     The format of the show is simple: 
an interview show (think “Fresh 
Air” with Terry Gross, but about the 
hemp industry). Each week, I talk 
to someone in the hemp industry. 
Sometimes it’s farmers describing 
their farming operations, their 
struggles with regulations, or 
buying seeds, or weather and 
insects.  
     Other times I talk to the 
policymakers who are tasked with 
designing state hemp programs 
that work for farmers and industry. 
Maybe it’s an inventor who builds 

sports cars out of hemp. Maybe 
it’s the owner of a seed pressing 
mill that has moved into hemp. 
Sometimes I talk to advocates who 
want to change policy at the federal 
level so it’s legal to feed hemp to 
livestock. There are just so many 
avenues to explore and people to 
talk to. 
     For me personally, the interest 
in hemp comes from my concern 
about climate change. Through my 
work, I am now more confident 
than ever that hemp — with its 
unmatched ability to sequester 
carbon and the nearly endless list 
of its possible uses — must be one of 
the main tools in our global toolkit 
to mitigate climate change. Very 
simply put, farmers can (and will) 
save the world.

ERIC HURLOCK 
HOST & PRODUCER 

LANCASTER FARMING  
INDUSTRIAL HEMP PODCAST

Dear judges 



  
MEET ERIC HURLOCK
Lancaster Farming’s Eric Hurlock covers the hemp industry in
Pennsylvania and beyond through his award-winning weekly podcast, the 
Lancaster Farming Industrial Hemp Podcast. His reporting follows hemp 
from research crop, through post-Farm Bill legalization, to exciting new 
commodity crop. Listed as one of Modern Farmer’s top 10 must-listen-to 
farming podcasts, the show connects listeners with hemp farming best 
practices and market potential through interviews with farmers, researchers, 
policymakers, and hemp market visionaries. 

A GROWING  
MARKET 

When the first episode of 
Lancaster Farming’s Industrial 
Hemp Podcast aired, there 
were 35 licensed hemp 
growers in Pennsylvania 
operating under the 2014 Farm 
Bill’s research program. By 
2020, state officials had issued 
more than 500 permits for the 
commercial growing of hemp 
in the state. 

 

A COMMITMENT  
TO QUALITY  
& FREQUENCY
Nearly 50 episodes of 
Lancaster Farming Industrial 
Hemp Podcast were produced 
in 2020 as Hurlock aims to 
post every Wednesday. Within 
the first week, about 600 
people listened in. And that 
number rose to about 1,000 
after a month. (Fun fact: 
Hurlock, who is a musician as 
well as a journalist, creates and 
produces the music used on 
the show.) 

 

BIG EFFECT 

“How fortunate we are in 
Pennsylvania to have a weekly 
paper that tells the story of 
agriculture that is shared 
among the United States. 
It may be Pennsylvania and 
Lancaster farming, but it 
really is a story of American 
agriculture. (And) how 
fortunate we are to have 
Eric Hurlock, who’s done a 
phenomenal job of telling the 
story through the podcasts 
and writing.” 

 

RUSSELL REDDING 
PENNSYLVANIA SECRETARY 

OF AGRICULTURE
Opening remarks to the  
2020 PA Hemp Summit.

How we did it

HOST & PRODUCER



PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR HEMP FARMERS IN THE SHUTDOWN 

Hemp farmers, like everybody else, are caught up in the pandemic shutdown. What kind of financial assistance is 
available? How do you access it? And who is eligible? We talked with Kristen Nichols from Hemp Industry Daily to 
find out what your options are. Then we talked to Lindsay Dawley from Berks County, Pennsylvania, where she and 
her sister have launched Almanac Planting Co. to provide farmers with rooted hemp cuttings for consistent female 
CBD flower production. Plus, we heard what her company is doing to navigate the coronavirus shutdown.

Guide to materials

TERPENES: MORE 
THAN MEETS  
THE NOSE 

For this podcast, we 
turned to a topic that drew 
more listeners than any 
other episode. At a very 
basic level, terpenes are 
the molecules in a plant 
responsible for its aroma, 
but there is so much more 
to terpenes than meets 
the nose. Just over 400 
known terpenes exist in 
the natural world, nearly 
half of which have been 
found in the cannabis plant, 
making hemp one of the 
most terpene-rich species 
in the plant kingdom. 
Through mere coincidence, 
shared evolution, or sheer 
providence, the terpenes 
in hemp work in tandem 
with cannabinoids to 
produce many medical 
benefits to humans. So if 
you’re growing hemp as a 
medicine, it’s wise to pay 
attention to the terpene 
profile of your crop, says 
hemp breeder Joe Ullman 
of Atlas Seed Co. and our 
guest. This is a deep dive on 
terpenes — what they are, 
how they work, and why 
you should care.

JOHN FETTERMAN 
AND HOW LEGAL 
WEED WOULD 
IMPACT THE HEMP 
INDUSTRY 

On this podcast, we talked 
to Lt. Gov. John Fetterman 
about his signature issue 
of cannabis reform in 
Pennsylvania and what kind 
of effect legal recreational 
marijuana would have on 
the hemp industry in the 
state. The hemp program is 
not without its challenges, 
most notably, the arbitrary 
THC limits that force 
farmers to skirt the edge 
of criminality through no 
fault of their own. “Whether 
you’re with me politically 
or not, we should have one 
thing absolutely in common 
and that’s the government 
should be out of your 
business on how much THC 
is in your hemp,” Fetterman 
said. “And we should never 
be criminalizing what could 
be just simple, random 
errors in nature.”

GROWING HEMP IN 
HAWAII WITH  
RAY MAKI 

On this hemp podcast, we 
talked to Ray Maki, a hemp 
farmer on the Hawaiian 
island of Kauai. He’s been 
farming in Hawaii for 30 
years and is the owner and 
operator of Permaculture 
Kaua’i Nursery and Farm, 
a 25-acre organic hemp 
and permaculture farm 
that specializes in organic 
hemp production and 
processing, non-invasive 
clumping bamboos, fruit 
trees and exotic tropical 
landscapes. In the interview, 
he talked about his hemp 
operation in the Aloha 
State, the challenges he 
faces in terms of geography 
and policy in Hawaii, why 
he put electric lights in his 
hemp fields last winter and 
why he won’t be doing that 
again this year. We talked 
about permaculture, Korean 
Natural Farming practices, 
the arbitrary nature of THC 
limits and why genetics 
are the key to success for 
growing hemp in Hawaii.

HARVESTING, 
DRYING AND STATE 
SAMPLING HEMP IN 
PENNSYLVANIA 

For this show, we talked 
to an autoflower hemp 
grower and the owner of 
a drying facility. Together 
they shared their story of 
collaboration in getting the 
crop out of the field and 
into the dryer. Dale Norley, 
a self-described old hippie 
who’s growing autoflower 
in Chester County, and Chet 
Lapp, owner of a Lancaster 
County hemp dryer, tell 
their tales of working 
together and surfing the 
waves of the learning curve, 
giving listeners a glimpse 
of the supply chain in real 
time. And then we checked 
in with David Thompson 
of Trybe Services. He’s a 
certified sampling agent 
for the Pennsylvania Hemp 
Program. He described the 
sampling process, a typical 
farm visit, and what farmers 
need to know about getting 
their crops sampled and 
tested. 
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Engagement & reaction

LANCASTER FARMING’S SPONSORSHIP 
OF THE HEMP SUMMIT
Organized by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture and Team Pennsylvania, 
the annual Pennsylvania Hemp Summit aims to better share knowledge and 
resources within the hemp industry. Lancaster Farming is a major sponsor. 

The event gathers hemp industry experts, hemp farmers, processors and adjacent 
industries to talk about Pennsylvania’s growing agricultural industry. Attendees 
participate in one of three breakout session tracks.

EXPANDED HEMP COVERAGE
Lancaster Farmng’s coverage of the hemp industry appears across print editions, 
websites and newsletters.

Eric Hurlock, host and producer of Lancaster Farming Industrial Hemp Podcast, interviews seed 
breeders and hemp growers Tom Culton and Joe Ullman during a taping at a recent Pennsylvania 
Hemp Summit event. Lancaster Farming sponsors the annual hemp summit as a gathering to best 
meet the growing industry’s needs.

PODCAST ACCOLADES
Comments from the Lancaster 
Farming Industrial Hemp Podcast on 
Apple Podcasts.

LOVE THIS PODCAST
“Thanks so much for the relevant 
information and congrats on the 
100th broadcast. We have a farm 
in Alabama, but your podcast gives 
us so much education! Thanks for 
everything you do for us — the 
farmer.”

JUST WHAT I WAS  
LOOKING FOR!
“This is a great podcast. Well 
produced and very informative. As 
a future farmer of hemp, I’ve been 
looking for all sorts of information 
and stumbled upon this awesome 
podcast. So glad this is out there! 
Would love to hear more about 
getting started as a non-farmer who 
has land and the vision.”

VERY IMFORMATIVE
“This is a very well-produced 
information podcast! There are 
lots of current/future farmers out 
there scrambling for any sort of 
information on hemp, and this is a 
real treasure for us! Thank you!”

ONE OF MY FAVORITES
“This podcast keeps me up to date 
here in Hawai’i on what’s going 
down with the new hemp industry. 
One of my favorite cannabis 
podcasts for sure!”

GREAT INFORMATION!
“Appreciate all the valuable info 
Eric is putting out!”

INFORMATIVE & REAL 
HEMP EXPERTS
“Thanks for your hardwork and 
information you provide to the 
public. Very helpful! You rock!”

GREAT WORK!
“I’ve been searching for a podcast 
that has up to date information 
about industrial hemp, different 
applications and the farm bill. This 
podcast has all and more. Keep up 
the great work!”



CIRCULATION &  
MARKETING PUSH

PO BOX 609, EPHRATA, PENNSYLVANIA 17522-0609

A Steinman Communications Company

DELIVERY ADDRESS

Make check payable to Lancaster Farming. Detach and 

return in the postage-paid envelope provided.

To pay with a credit/debit card, please call (717) 721-4412.

   
Want to read Lancaster Farming right away?

Go to LancasterFarming.com/e-subscribe to sign up.

O� er expires 30 days from receipt. *O� er valid for new subscriber at address listed, where carrier or 

mail delivery is available. These are introductory rates that will change after term. Not valid with any 

other o� er, current subscribers, or subscriptions that were stopped/canceled in the last 30 days.

We will email you in the event of a delivery delay.

Rest assured, we do not sell or share your information.
FHM0820

Trim here if paying by check.

PHONE (WITH AREA CODE)

FULL NAME

EMAIL ADDRESS

52 issues: $104 Only $31

YES! Start my subscription to: 

HEMP HEMPHOORAY!

Summer Special!

Hemp can grow nearly anywhere

in the world, in many types of soil — 

even in short growing seasons or in

dry regions — and helps purify soil

as well as kills some types of weeds.

SOURCE: NATIONALHEMPASSOCIATION.ORG
No one covers hemp and other burgeoning agriculture markets

like the award-winning team of journalists at Lancaster Farming.

Our team works hard to provide the best information and latest 

developments from across the agriculture sector. From up and coming 

markets like hemp, to crops, livestock and dairy, you’ll � nd interviews with 

experts, industry insiders, helpful resources as well as the latest news on the 

ag industry’s recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Subscribe today and let
Lancaster Farming be

your source for agricultural information!

Return the form below with your payment, or call

(717) 721-4412 and mention code FHMP0820

CIRCULATION  
PROMOTION

Lancaster Farming  
Industrial Hemp Podcast as 
well as its in-paper coverage 
of the growing hemp  
industry provided a new 
moment to add subscribers 
based on niche content. This 
promotion was sent out by 
mail in August 2020 and  
generated 265 new  
subscriptions to the  
publication.  
A great success!
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THANKS TO LANCASTER 
FARMING FOR TELLING THE 
STORY ABOUT AGRICULTURE 
IN PENNSYLVANIA AND THE 
GOOD WORK THAT WE’RE 
DOING — BUT ALSO KEEPING 
PEOPLE CONNECTED IN THE 
STATE TO OTHER PRODUCERS 
AROUND THE NATION AND 
AROUND THE WORLD. 

— RUSSELL REDDING
PENNSYLVANIA SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE
Opening remarks to the 2020 PA Hemp Summit.


